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TO JOHN BRITTON, Esq. F. A. S. 

I take a particular pleasure in 
mscribittg a fVork, devoted to lUustration ^ 
the " British Tempd " to you^ who have exhibited 
our richest remains qf Antiquity in a superb 
style, which the Calcographic Art was before 
nta thought to possess. To you the National 
Taste is highly indebted for imprmemeni; and 
whatever augments the attraction qfthe Fine 
Arts, conduces to amelioration qf character, «t 
a much more important view than is commonly 
imttgined. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Ymm irufy, 

T. 2>. FOSBROKE. 
Walford an the Wye^ Jane im. 
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rbiefdifie fences of tbisirom Ibe preceding 
Edition are translation of the matter concerniD^ 

Rofi8» to a distinc^t publication relating to thai . 
iTown and its Vicinity, entitled Aricokensia, 
to be bad of the sanu; Fublii»her, as a proper 
companion to this work : and a division of the 
niaterials into three parts; the Picturesque, that 
the matter might conform to the Tonr ; the His- 
torical to be read at the Inii ; and the source of 
ihe river by way of completion, for perusal at 
leisure. 

Historical md Topographical IHustVaiions were 
evident desiderata of Gilpin ^ Work. To make 
Hp the roltiine, he has ftdded a jounttll by friends 
eoncerning certain, parts of South Wales. The 
ifn^rlant parts of thia Journal ate incerpomted 
by the Author, in a small work^ entitled Ou:i« 
liiHBs OP' MoMiotjyttSfiuw .iAJVd South 

Wajles*' to be had of the same Publisfaef, and 
compiled on purpose to accommodate such Tourists 
as may wish to extend their travels into that, in- 
teresting fegion~The matter therefore included 
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b the first edition of the Wye Tonr, from png^e 
l22toI33» is transfciied thither of course^ aud 
ilie room supplied by uevv matter^ appropriate to 
the Wye Tour. Th<;ui lluee publications may 
be bad separately or unitedly* 

- • 

As to the present work, the Author has treated 

the subject con amore^ and endeaxoured.tp jtiuiich 
it from high authority and recondite literature* 
As Cicerones on the snot^ supply catalogues and 
details, he has to rejoice, that the richness of the 
subject left no room for matter unconnected with . 
Kt^iiiiment or iuformalion. It may be proper to adil^ 
that the grand soenes were repeatedly visited on 
purpose for this work, by the Author, and his 
friend, Thomas Poster, Esq. B, A. of Emanuel 
College, Cambridge. If he has any claims as 
mn antiquary or topographer, there Is ho work 
which he has eudeavoured to reader more pleasing^ 
than this little book. But it was atf animatiiig 
snbject-^a glorious landscape hid out by the Om** 
sipotent himsdf, which by the aublimity of ita 
style, ejialts admiration into piely : and by its 
wondrous disposition of objects, strikes dumb 
presuming art and prattling scic nr e. 

AddMem, to iU Idmd Tour. 

N. B. Since this work was ia the Press, a tiew 
road winding round the ri?er, has been made fiom 
Tintern under Windclifll^ commanding a superb 
view of the fiauks. 
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WYE TOUR. 

I 

PART FIRST. 

PICTURESQUU AND ITINERARY DEPARTi«ENT. 

« 

t 

Introduction — General character of ii^ Wye: 

Scenery. 

Tt never occurred to Gray or Gilpio, who brought 
this Tour into notice, that the Dell of the Wye is 
in character, though of course not in details, (Na- 
ture making no Fao-siinii^s) a poitrait of the cete- 
brated Grecian Tenip£ enlarged. It did not occur 
to these fine anthors, because M\\vtl% degOription 
is inaecnrate. That famous vale is a defile, di9>» 
tingnished hj an air of wild 8:riHideun — ^Tbe follow- 
ing extracts from a recent traveller prove . tiie 
assimilation.* 

* \ . 

* Walpole's Travela. 
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The Vale of Tempi is knoum to the Turks, by 
ihe appetlatiam Bogaz, a pais or strmi^ on- 
swering to our idea of rocky delL Travellers are 
prepared for their, approach by ihe^graiiual closing 
m qfthe mountains on eocA side qfthe river ; and 
by a greater severity of character, which ihe 
scenery assumes around it** It is tlie same at 
Coppett Hill, where the grand scenes commeace. 

" Nature has left only suffieieni room /or the 
channel qfthe river^*\ TbU ensues for miles upon 
the Wye ; but Temp& is only five miles long, the 
Wye, forty. 

The scenery consists qfa dell or deep glen^ 
the opposite sides of which rise^very steeply from 
ihe bed of ihe river. The towering height of these 
''rocky and well wooded acclivities above ihe speC" 
iaior; ihe contrast lines, exfdliited by, their 
folding successively , one ovef a^gther; and th§ 
jmnding of the Peneus between ihe^ pro^iiuf^,^ 
very, striking effect, which is heightened by ihp 
wildness of the whole view^ and ihe deep shadpwe 
.of the mountains.'' . This is th^ Jeadioft €haractc;r 
of the Wye So^Miyj and is an exact general dear 
^xipti^n of it* 

» 

On the north side ^the PeneuSf the mass of 
rock is more entire, and the objects which strike 
ihe eye^ are altogether more bold, but perhnqfs more 



■ 
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picfuyis^."* IiMtaB6€s of tUt ocseuri as the 

A iDOderD traTeller findi iko an assimilation of 
the cottAtry, and the banks of the river in the 
new world. 

Id point of cliouite and aspect, Brownsville is 
peihaps the finest part of Pennsylvania; rich and 
extensive prospects are seen on all sideSt similar to 
what you have in tierefordshtfo and If onmouth-^ 
ahire ; the sunbeams pointing out^ (as there) ihe 
windings of far nobler streams; broken as it is by 
rocks^ much of it is rich soil ; and where not so, 
it is rich beneath in coal and iron. The veins of 
coal appear in the rides of the hills» not reqniring 
the trouble and expense of most of your mines in 
Bngland*'' 

^ Sevemlaiks, or flsl-bottomed boats, dropping 
^4own l0 4¥heeHflg tirkh ^^m, stfbvded me a'flb- 
▼ourable opportunity of viewing some of the beauties 
of the Monongahela.. .Wiihoat any other engage- 
ment^ than that of now and then lending a hand at 
the roughly shaped oars, I joined them, and if yon 
XMoIlect our excursion up the Wye to Tintern Abbey 
yott will bare some idea of the scenery around me ; 
at every turn of the river, farms, towns^ bold an^ 
impending rocks, and fertile slopes, svccassivelj^ 
presented themselves to rny delighted eyes.^ 

» Harri&'fi American Tour, p. p. 84, 85. 
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'The sources of beauty in the ground adjoiningi 
fhe Wye, are easily esplain^d. EEtensiye flats^ 
and cootiiiuous lines of hill, are the distinguishing^ 
features of . lameness and identity. Marshall pro- 
nounces Herefurdshire, a county, altogether beaU" 
iijul^ because the surface is broken in a remark- 
able mannerj and it has no wide open Yale^ nor 
any extensive range of hilU* 

Such being the romantic fairy scenes, embeI-« 
lished with rare antiquities, on the Bahks of the 
Wye," it is clear, that the former, ought to be de- 
lineated by the hand of a master; and the latter 
to be treated in a satisfactory elaborate form, la 
the picturesque, Gilpin is uuquestionably an 
Oracle ; and bis work is a Grammar of the Rules, 
by which alone the beauties of the Tour can be 
properly understood and appreciated. The whole 
of his matter, so far as concerns the Wye subject, 
js therefore given in bis own words, with (be addir 
tional remarks of humbler Tourists and the Author. 

The Wye says Gilpin, takes its rise near the 
summit of Plinliminqn, and dividing the counties 
^of Radnor and Brecnock passes through the middle 
of Herefordshire ; it then becomes a second bound- 
ary between Monmouthshire and liloncestershire, 
and falls into the Severn a little below Chepstow. 
To this place from Ross, 'which is a course of near 

f Rural Economy, ii. Ii7« 
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Ally ttiles, H 4oim a gentli, tt&itani^ 

ttreain; and adorns, throiigb iU yarious i«acbct^ 

a^aeoamon of the Biost.]Mtiinfqiie leiiM» 

The beaaty of these scenes ariaes cbieflj from 
two circamatances ; the hfiy bmk» of the mer^ 
tnd its mazy course ; both which are aceorttely 
sbserred by the poet, when he deacribaa the W je 
as echoing through its winding booads.* It could 
Bot wall echo, nnlesa ita banka weie ^botb lo/tjf 
md windings 

From tbeae two ciicimiataBceat the news it ex* 

hibits are of the most beautifalkind of peispectiye# 
itu from the Ibniiali^ of linaa. 

Ibeoioatperfeetrivef Tiews thus circumstanced^ 
are composed of foor grand parts : the antif whieb 
if the riyer itself ; the itvo side^sereens, which are 
the opposite banka, and lead tiie peispietivo ; ifed 
^t/roni'Screen, which pointa out the. wiodifig ^ 
the river*. 

If the Wye ran, like a Dutch canal, between 
psnattal banks, there eonld be no front«seiesn$ 
Aa two side-screens, in that aitaation would length<» 
•e^to srpmili • . 

If a road were under the circnmstanca of a river 

^ PleasM Vaga echoes thro* ita winding bounds, 
And ra|fid Sevcm^s hoarse applanse resoonds. 

Fvn'a Sth, 
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VI 

winding lik(^ the Wye, the effect would be the same* 
liot.tbis is rar^y ihie case* The road piirauea the 
irregularity of the country. It climbs the bill and 
ainka into the yalley ; and thia irregniarity givea 

each view it exhibits, a different character, 

, The viewa on the Wye, though composed only 

of ihosit simple parlSy are ^ ei exceeding I i/ varied^ 

Tbey are varied, first, by the contrati of the 

screens; sometimes one of the side-scrt ens is ele- 
vated, sometimes the other, and sometimes the 
front ; or both the side-screens may be lolly, and 
the front either high .or low. . i 

* 

Again they are varied by the folding of the 
side^ereens over each other ; and hiding more or 
leas ot' the fiunt. • When none of the front is dis- 
covered, the fohliiig-aide either winds round Uk« 
an.* auiphitheatre^ or it becomes a long reach of 
|ierspeetive,' 

These simple variations admit still farther variety 
from beeoming complex. One of the sides may be 
compounded of various parts, while the other re* 
mains simple ; or both may be compounded and> 
the front simple ; or the front alone may be com* 
pounded, 

• The word ampbitliieatre, strictly speaking, is a com- 
plete iiiclosure j but, I believe it is commonly accepted, 
aa here for any circular piece of architecture tboogH it 
do not wind entirely ronnd. 
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' Besides the&e sources of variety, there are other 
dfcamalanceiy wbicbt voder the name of oiv 
naments^ still farther increase them* Piain baoks 
will admtl all tbe Tariations we have yet mentioned ; 
but when this plainness is adorned, a ihoasaod 
Other varieties arise* 

The ornaments of the Wye may be ranged under 
four beads : grmtnd, waodp rocks, and buildings'. 

Tbe grounds of whkh the banks of tbe Wye 

consist, (and which hath thus far been considered 
only in its general ^eci^) a&rds every variety 
which ground is capable of receiving ; from the 
ateepeal pieeipice to tbe flattest meadow. This 
variety appears in tbe line formed by the summits 
of the banks; in tbe swellings and exc.a[vattons.of 
their declivities; and iu tlieir indentations at tlie 

« 

bottom^ as they unite with the water. 

■ 

In many places also the ground is broken ; which 
adds new sources of variety. By broken ground^ 
we mean only such ground as bath lost its turf, 
and discovers the naked soil. We often see a 
gravelly earth shivering from the hills, in tbe form 
of water-fidb : often dry stony channels guttering* 
down precipieesy the rough beds of temporary tor-' 
rents; and sometimes so trifling a cause as tbe 
rubbing of sheep agariMi the sides of little banks 
er hiilockSf will eccasioa very beautiful breaks^. * 
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Tfatco/ottrtoo AeAMToken soil is a grerltsource 
«f TMelgr : the yellow tba red odm, the aelqr 
gt^9 the black earth, or Ibe marly blue ; and the 
imermixtiam .of thtoe wjih each olher, mad 
patches of rerdure, bk>oiiiing: bealh^ and -other 
vegetable tinte^ still increase that variety. 

Nor let the fastidious feeder thiak these remarka 

descend too mach iato detaiL Were an eztmsive 
distance described, a forest scene, a sea*coast view, 
avast semicircular range of monntains, or some 
other grand display of natare, it wMid be trilling^ 
to mark these minote circumstances. But hero 
the Uils around exhibit little Except /bre^grounds, 
and it is necessary, where we have no distance, 4» 
be more exact in finishii^ objects at hand. 

The next great ornament on the banks of the 
Wye are its woods. In this conntry ai^ many^ 
works carried on by fire ; and the woods being 
mainlined for their use, are periodically cut down^ 
As tba larger trees are generally left^ a kind of 
alternacy takes place ^ what is this year a thicket^ 
may the next, be an open grove* The wooda 
themselves possess little beauty, and less grandeurr 
yet a^ we coninder them merely as the omamentat 
^ts of a scene, the eye will not examine them 
with exactness, butpoqipoundfbr ^generai effects 

One circmnsianee ^attending 4bis alternacy i» 
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rifer, consume charcoaly iriiichiftaiMttfaetQredaQ 

die spot ; and the smoke issuing^ from the sides of 
the hills^ and ^mdieg: its thin veil oyer a part 
of them, beatitifullj breaks their liaes, and uoites 
them mth Ibe sky* 

The chief deficiency, in point of wood, is of 
Urge trees on the edge of ike tmaer; which 
clumped here and there, would diversifj the hills 
as the eye passes them, and remore that heaTiness 
which always, in some degree, (though here as 
little as anywhere,) arises from the continoity of 
ground* , They would also giire a degree of distance 
to the more removed parts ; which in a scene like 
this, would be attended with peculiar adirantage : 
for as we have here so little distance, we wish to 

make the most of what we bs?e-^But tre^ imme-- 

lately on the foreground cannot be suffered iu 
these scenes, as they would obstruct the na? iga^ 

lion of the river. 

♦ 

The rocks which are continually starting through 
tiie woods, produce another omam^n^ on the banks 
of the Wye. The rock, as all other objects, though 
more than all, receives its chief beauty from con* 
trast. Some objects are beautiful in ihemselTCs. 
The eye is pleased with the tuftings of a tree : it 
is amused with pursuing the eddying stream; or 
il rests wiUi delight on the broken arches of a 
Qotbic ruin. Such objects, independent of com? 



Digitized by 



X 

posiUon, aTfe beautifolia^h^mtd^viM. B«t the reek; 
Ueakt iiakedy andiiiBadorAed^ seems scaioeljr (a 
deserve a place among them. Tint it with mosses 
wd tyctiMsef various hiie^ and jrov^pte ii-a de** 
gree of beauty. Adorn it with sbrobs and baoging 
herbage^ and you make it stiU more picturesque* 
Coimeet it with wood» and water, and brokeii 
grouml^ 'a&d you^make it in the highest degree 
interesting. Its co/our and its^rm are so accom- 
modating, thst it genersHy blends into one of tte 
most beantifal appendages of landscape. 

' Different kinds of rooks ha?e dififerent kinds 
ef besKly. Thoie du the Wye^ trindi are of a 
greyii^ colour, are, in general, simple and grand : 
•enily fefmal or'fmtsstie. "Semetksee ifteypre*- 
jectin those beautiful square masses, yet brokea 
•uA'^mtteredinefievy Uiie, whMiis ehafucteristi^ 
of 4he most majestic species offock. SometimeB 
they slant obliquely from the eye in shelying diag«- 
onal strata ; and sometimes they appear in laiga 
masses of smooth stone, detached from eachothery 
and half buried in the soil. Rocks of this last 
kind are the niost lumpish, and least picturesque.^ 

. ^ The Various buttdijigs^hieh arise every#faeiie 
on die banks of the Wye, form t}» last of ite 
'enkKmnf9 : abbeys, castles, villages, spires, forges^ 
mills, and bridges. One or other of these venera- 
ble vestiges of past, or che^tful infaabitauts of 
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pMtenI timesy dMiaderifiie ahnutt every seew%^ ' 

Ipreater nsem or/^^cio/ than in naiurai landscape. 
In pursuiDg the beauties of natare^ we raoge.at 
large amoDg^ forests, lakes, rocks, and mountains. 
The various scenes we meet with, furnish an in* 
exbanstM source of pleasure! and tliough the 
works of art may often give animation and con- 
trast to these scen^, yet still they are not neces^ 
sary : we can be amused without them. But when 
we introduce a scene oft canvas; when the eye is 

witJbi»i%f«WP'Ofja,p|cto^^ and 
can no longer range amongt the va^i^ties of nature^ 
tj)o ^^^4 wft \^iif^.mat \^^ Md.«rf 

wafit the.ca§tie or,the abbey, tp^gjye cons^qaea^c 
la;^be:4^iVt. Ii|d^^i tbi^JagdiK^pepiptinter seldoi|i 
thinks his view perfect without characterising; it 
bjr some object of ibis kind." 

Xhechannel of ju> river can be more dedsiveljr 
marked than that of the Wye. Who haih divided 
a water course for tfte flowing of rivers? saith 
tbe Almighty in that grand apostrophe to Job on 
the vforks of creation. The idea is happily illus- 
trated here. A nobler water-course was never 
dimded^ for any river than this of the Wye. 
irfivers, in general, pursue a devious course along 
Ae countries through which they flow ; and form 
channels for themsdves by constant fluxion. But 

Ji 
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sometimes^ as in these scenes^ we see a channel 
marked with such predsioDi that it appears as if 
originally intended only for the bed of a river/' 

** Having thus analyzed the Wyet and con- 
sidered separately its constituent parts ; the sieep-^ 
nt$s of its banks, its maxy course, the graundw^ 

u^oods, and rocks, which are its native ornaments ; 
and the buildings y which still farther adorn itp 
natural beauties ; we shall now take a view Otf 

some of those pleasing scenes which result from 
the combination of ail these picturesque materials.*/ 

I must, however, premise fiow ill-qualified 
] am to do justice to the banks of the Wye, were 
it only from having seen them under the circum- 
stance of a continued rain, which began early in 

the day, before one third of our voyage was 
performed/' 

It is true, scenery at hand suffers less uuder 
SQcfa a circumstance, than scenery at a distanee 

which it totally obscures,'' 

The picturesque eye also, in quest of beauty 
finds it almost in every incident, and under every 
appearance of nature. Even the rain gave a gloomy 
grandeur to many of the scenes; and by throwing 
a veil of obscurity over the removed banks of the 
river, introduced, now and then, something like a 
pleasing distance, YetstiUit hid greater beauties : 
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we could not help legrettiog the loss of those 
brood lights and deep shadowi, which would have 
given so much lustre to the whole, and which 
ground likexthis, is Ifl a peculiar manner adapted 
toreeeivew*' 

m 

Thus GMpin, Another eminetil person* Areb^ 
deacon Coxe^ gives the following concise genend 
character of the scenciy. 

The banks of the Wye, for the most pattt 
rise abruptly from the edge of the water, and are 
dothed with forests broken into f liffi* la some 
places they approach so near that the river oc* 
eu|iSe8 fbe whote intermediate space, and notbitf]^ 
is seen but wood, Tocks» and water; in othen 
they alternately recede, and the "eye catches an 
occasional glimpse of hamlets, ruins, and detached 
bttitdiags, partly seated on the margin of the 
fiUeam, and partly scattered ou the rising groonds. 
The general character of "the sceneiy however, is 
wildness and solitnde, and if we except the po- 
pulous district of Monmoufb, no river perhaps 
Bows for so long a course (hrongh a well CuItiTated 
country, the banks of which, 63thibit so few io^ 
habllanfs*"** 



iGeifflemen are not'in the habits^of balvling, and 



ibeittoe Gi^in may be excused thecetisare*^ ibfrt 
be might with propriety have added the echoed 
and the ¥ariety of Wem from ^tbe banke/'* The 
ficit he knew was a thing ttip common to deserve 
notice y unless there were remarkable circnmstanees 
attached to the natural history ; and the Iast9 as 
niap^landscape, he merely looked at, because mth 
tiews are in fact only Nature's shop-windows^, richly 
set out. If he liked an objecti be walked in 
particularized it. 

ABRJVAL AND STAY AT ROSS. 

Upon the Gloucester road, near the turnpike, 
close to the Town^ the fine Chorch with its belt of 
majestic elms, has all the dignity of a Greek acrop^ 
olis. The town consists of narrow streets, Aod 
does not look like country-towi^ in general^ 
two continuoQs lines of ale-honses, in a wide 
road» but like the trading streets of a city, espe<* 
cially of Bristol, the houses being Various, and 
the shops frequently showy* This relief enlivens 
the narrow streets, and removes the remark of the 
caricaturist Woodward, that the dulness of country^ 
iowDs is such, that one wonid think the inhabitants 
were all asleep at noon-day. The fine natural 
situation is however spoiled. The townshoirid 
have been built on a terrace upon the brow of tb« 



* Cambrian Tooristi p« 439. 
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lim. BbI the defect here li of no moment » as 

mtoTS do not come to Ross, on account of Ibe 
tfewB^ bat of the eonntry^ This in trnth isex- 
quisite^ for it embraces every glorious inland variely 
of gronndy wood, water and rock. Some people 
think no view complete^ which does not include 
the oceans and Seolhampton, and the Ide of 
Wight present to them superior things. But there 
18 a distinctness of character in the subjects ; and 
why n<|t allow merit to eachf to the species of a 
genus ? Table-gioond, aud mole-hill hillocks^ 
present a manifest distinction to the grand irreg* 
nlarities of a mountainous countryi and there com- 
paiison is fair, for it presents a dear^ intelligible- 
dis^nctiooj existing in nature^ 

The following is the general character of tbfi; 
scenery aronnd Ross. 

TWn, Siite of. A ridge ascendiqg from the, 
Easti, over-banging thi^ Wye^ whiqh serpentines* 
helowj in strpng curves. 

, » 

V^h EMm. A fide up and down Country; 
mounting into a ridge above Crow Hill; beyond, 
whioh is an exqninte view of the Town, withr 
the rich bad^gronnd of Penyard and the Chace.. 

Jf€frthm A tamer country^ bnt irregular, rich'i 
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and cultivated ; ^itb breaks of wdod, ke. in lidges :t 
ia tb« dblaaee, pictaresque Hitb^The whole swt'^ 
face sprinkled with Spir^s^ good Houses, cultivated 
iMdA, and rich meadows. 

West. Cultivated ground gently ascendiogw 
Acornbury and the Waleh Hilk in the distanee. 

SottM. A gentle undulating descent to the 
river, flanked on the left hy the Chare and Howl 
IlilU and closed in by the ridges and bills, forming 
the exquisite Banks of the Wye, ia eemi-cifCle 
from the West to the South. 

JEasU Flat rich Country, skirted by the 

Chace aud Penyard, and lofty edge of the Forest 
of Dean. 

Our late good old King, George III. once said 

to a General too much addicted to wine, " General^ 
General, a pint of wine and a long walk after 
dinner, is a good thing. Your Majesty, replied 
the veteran, a bottle and a short walk is a better 
thing«'' Sir R. C# Hoare very justly observes,* 
that a man on a Boney has far better chance af 
minutely noticing an object, than a wearied Pedes«* # 
trian, whose thoughts nature in exhaustion must 
unavoidably direct to his dinner and his bed. The 
hug walks around Rgss^ tboqgh inclttding ver^/ 
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iiiirpKitfpectSf will *iial heie be mentioneil ; only 

those within a distance, to which females would 
BOt object. The first and chief is the Prospedt^ 
adjoining the Charcb*yard» 

FinST. THM BROSPECT. 

Tbe ?iew fiom heace^. « fine lelieC firea Hkt- 
dark brick buildings and awkward streets of the ' 
to«n» eoBsistssnys flilpin^ of a« easy 
sweep of the Wye, and of an exteosive country 
beyond it. But it is not picturesque. It 
marked by no characteristic objects. It is broken . 
in too many parts, and it is seen from too high a 
point'* These are just technical objections« found* 
ed upon the disadnmtage of bird's eye views, which 
reduce all to a map, for Gray truly said, I find . 
all points that are much elevated spoil the beauty 
of the valley, and make its parts, which are not 
hige, look poor and diminutive.''* But if the 
qr6 limits itself to the hoise*shoe curve of the 
liver, the green meadow, the ivied towers of 
Wiltcm Castle, and the light biidgef there is a 4 
very pleasing landscape. 



* Masaa.^iXemi4iaof Ckayi vri»iv.p.Mi;^ 
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SECOND. CORPS CnOMS TURNPiKE. 

A little bejond is a fine view of Fenysad and 
the Chtce. in side sereeo* 

THIRD, WALK TO WILTON CAaTLE. 

The shell is tolerably entire, and there is a 
green walk ail lonnd between the walls and the 
moat. One corner is in the stjle of the fifteenth 
century: the others are Norman. Go over Wiltoa 
Bridge^ and tarn down a footpath just beyond* 
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m 

to €^oo^ricti^ 

STAGE FIBST.* 

JUgki Batik. 

WnSPtf WILTON BRIBOE AHO CASTLS^eCOKO, 
WSIE-£ND— THIRD, PENGRAIO HOUSE AMD-. 

wdoD-— romTBy . Goodrich castlb—fith 

HILES.. 

yiRST» . MAN . OF ROSS'S. WALK^ECOND, NEW.. 
BILL COURT, COMMONLY CALLED THE HILL» 
^THRES MILE»-^FP03tTE THE CAITI.E, TtIRN«».. 
P|R^ RQAP TO ROSS. 

Traveli.brs have ote^ed, tbat the ride orer 

WihoQ Bridge is beautifu]^ and that was not the 
appreadi toGoodrieh Castle by Waterloo interestmg^ 
tq^Jiie given up, parties taking the tour down tbe« 

♦ _ 

stages end M the elfices of d^binlLatioii* « 

i 
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Wye, would see the country ta a much greater 

advantage, if they pursued this road, and embark- 
ed at Goodrich, there being no Tariety or object 
worthy of notice for nearly four miles, after passing 
Wilton* CASTLE.f The general character of 
the scenery is, under Ross, meadows backed by 
cliffs, which soon terminate on that in rich 
pastures, flat and low: on the Wilton side, the 
banks are at first Tow, but soon rise into a ridge 
mostly wooded, which ridge continues to GoodricJi 
Castle, and sinks down to the Wye, beyond it. 

The first object after embarkataon is WiLfOi^' 
Beiiios» and Castjue^ 

The Bridge ill caHed ^< an elegant structure '^§' 
and" one of masterly architecture*"!! The key-- 
stones lock curiously one into the other^ This 
descriptidti is enthusiastic. It is an old bridge 
wiAout txe rugged atatique aspect bt such build-^ 
ings in general. In this view it is light and airy 
and does credit to the Elizabethalb' age, In which 

it was erected. The arch next the village is dis« - 

• » ^ »« • * * 

tinguishable from the others. The original was 
broken down .by order of General Rudball, w the 
war^ of Charley L in order to impede the rebel, . 
troops in their way to Hereford.*. 

* iThe t)ta^e8 printed in capitals, are trealed of in the • 
historical part. t NicholeoD, coL 1151. 

4 Cambrian Toui:ist% 431. || Ni<^holsoD, 041. , 
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The Castle,*' saySiGilpio, is shrouded with 
m few trees; but the scene wants accompanimenfo» 
to giye it grandeur;" for some time there 
were oeiy a few trees in their iniancy aioimd it^ 
and it could be sufficiently seen from the water.f 
At present it is obscured in a manner qnite foreign 
to the pictttresqnos thouj^h ten years ago its ivy** 
mantled towers were sufficiently conspicuous to 
render it a very interesting object. 

The first part of the river from Ross is, says 
Gilpin, tame, from the lowness of the banks**' But 
some relief is afibrded by the Man of Ross's walk, 
a plantation of forest trees^ on the brow of a rocky 
emineQce, and the back view of Penyard and 
the Cbace Woods« at the Weir-end. 

After passing Wilton, Gilpin thus proceeds: 
^^The bank however, soon began to swdl on the 

right, and was richly adorned with wood« Wa 
admired it mnch ; and also the vivid images re- 
flected from the water, which were continually di8«> 
tnrbcid as we sailed past them, and thrown into 
Iremnlous confusion by the dashing of our oars, 
A disturbed surface of water endeavouring to coU 
lect its scattered images and restore them to order, 
is among the preiijf appearances of nature/' 

^ We met with nothing for some time dttrin|[ 

f CiMnVrian TQPjri^t, 



4 

olur «)oyage bof ibciie ^tt4 noody banks, cme rising 
liehiad another ; apfiearingi and vanisbing by turns, 
as we doubled the several capes. But though ne^ 
• particular objeeta efaaracterked tfiese diflfertBlr 
scenes, yet they afforded great variety of pleasing^; 
vmro, bolb fs we wMnAroiMid tiie several ptMiott** 
lerieSf which discovered new beauti^ as eacb scene^ 
opened^ and when we kept the some seene a fonger 

time in view, stretebifig^I<>nsr ^Vk^ lengthened* 
reach, where, the river is formed into an irregular 
vista by hills shooting out beyond each other, ^ and 
going off in perspective/* 

The HiU, or New Hill Court, three miles from 
B]Q0B,.oii Aeleft^ it the weat ot Uimgmain Emm, 
Esq. Lord of the Manors. «f Bossy Walford, &o** 
The Man of Ross is said to have planned the 
central part of the building; the wicp^s* being of 
iliGfre^ reeMt adttitton, \i is large and roomy, and 
has several veiy fine park trees^ 

Not far beyond, on tbe right im pleasing mmur 
sioni sheltered bj^ W4)pdji wwning- the bnxw^ 
of a steep ascent, now oecupned by George Little^, 
Esq, It ia ealied P^ruig ax&d tbe beautiecj of 
its exquisite situatipn will be given under the 
lAmd TVt^r^ because tbey ara /ounded nyon 
prospect. 

Soon afterwards we conM to the famous elevation 

find aspect of GaonHicu Cast]^^^^ qu th^ S« S* C« 
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haskkf as viewed f ram the m%t»f »aiMl M^nifed hf 
BonDor,* under the light of a setting snn. He 
-ealift it en ectml view ef that part deeeribM 1»y 
Mu Gilpin, as its moat important appearance; 
iMmeBfaading upita j(» Mvli immootory, it over^ 
hangs the crystal Wye, whicbbere makes a giaee^ 
fal and 'bfiiiant-swe^, and then retires into the 
4Kdd-6eenery''t ceilimcnGing at €oppei IFeadL 

Four miles frjom Ross, says Gilpin, we.came 
to Goodrich Castle ; where a^gr^d view presented 
iiadf ; and we rested 4>n our oars to examine it, A 
«reachx>f the river* forming a noble. bay^ is spread 
before the eye. The bank, on the right, is steep^ 
and covered 'With wood; beyond which a bold 
|>romontory shoots ont^ crowned with a castle^ 
lisipg amoQg ttreea/^ 

f 

' This view -which is Okie df the fnmdeet on 
•the liver, I could not acrnple to call xoftectly 
j)ic§i»fMfue t 'wMeh l^teldom the chanKter of a 
purely natural scene." 

Nature is always great in design. She is 
an admirable colojorist also ; and harmonizes tints 
with infinite variety and beauty : but she is seldom 
so correct in composition as to, produce an faar«» 
OMmioua whde« Either the foreground, or the 
4Mick«giOiiiAl iadisproportioned ; orksomeiawkward 

e H. U. t 
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liM mas across the piece; or a tree is ill plated i 
or a bank is formal ; or sometliiog or other is not 
enctly what it should be. The case is* the immeiii* 
sity of nature is beyond human comprehension. She 
worl^ on a voit seak ; and, no doubt, harmotii- 
ously, if her schemes could be comprehended. 
The artist, in the mean Ume, is confined to n 
qMm ; mid lays down its little rules, which he calb 
the principles iff picturesque hemuiy^ merely to 
adapt such diminutive parts of nature's surfaces tia 
bis own eye, as come within its scope.— Hence, 
therefore, the painter who adheres strictly to the 
composition of nature, will rarely make a good 
pictuie. His picture most contain a whole; his 
aichelypie is ^t a pari, hi general, however, he 
may obtain views of such parts of nature, as with 
the addition of a few trees or a little alteration in 
the fi>ref;round, (which is a liberty that must be 
always allowed,) may be adapted to his rules : 
though he is rarely so fortunate as to find a land* 
scape so completely satisfactory to him. In the 
scenery indeed, at Goodiich Cattle the parts are 
few ; and the whole is a simple exhibition. The 
complex scenes of nature are generally tho66 
which the artist finds most refractory to his rolds 
of composition.'' 

* 

In following the course . of the Wye, yAAA 
makes here one of its boldest sweeps, we were 
«anied almost round the cslstlei surveying it in n 
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"fmnbty ^ fSomiir SOT M€f thwr ntifospEcte m 
good; but in generalf the castle loses on thiistde, 
both its own dignity, and tlie dignity of its 
vituatioQ," 

Inferior writers sayeonceraiDg this VieWt 
foe us the noUe . remains o£ Goodrich Gastle^ 
crestittgi a steep eniiiienee, ens«loped with tims^ 
pgasented thensekes ; hehkid, the thick foliage, 
of Ohaee Wood, closed the pietnre. The happiest 
^adati<m of tints* and the liveliest blending <tf 
%crt6nrs werci* hfere conspicuous."* Hofe eotw 
leal^^driineaHoti' wooid eay, on the left^ ai^ the- 
C%ace Wodds, in froni^ Howl-hill in Walfeid, w 
^eqnered scene of high iiregulaf groond, eo»4 
^Lstio^ of woodj field, rock, aad roughet. 

'HKT'Fariy^Jidst^is' guided by a rope, a cm^om 
MMrfMAliIf o6tti^fMrMeAI('centnry,f and prebabif 
of the earliest date in naj row rivers. 

BHOm-Unidilig^al the esMiH the'ltiwriler should 

r^xrikct'tbe prepat^ti^y obscirvatiofi of Bonhor, ths^ 
aothingcan be more piGtaies^nd^arim the- itl^ 
idarly important appearance, and grateful diffosioas 
of light and shade» which these formidable reltcks 
afford to the observation of genius, j: 

This aneienl fortification owes its presentfotm- 
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Jo foar ftltemlkms at ?ariow periods ; Js ftlltfwi* 

' I. Tbe original Anglo Saxon Castle, consisted 
ODly of the Square Keep^towery with a few officee, 
destroyed afterwards> or nvorked into the newer 
additions* 

* Ih lik tbe 12th century, probably on account 
of the wars of Stephen, the Keep-tower was 8ar<> 
rounded by tbe high buildings and round towers 
at the corners. 

. UI. When castdhitedmannons came into Tosue 
in the reign of Edward IIL, a considerable attempt 
wa^ made to change the castle, as £ar as was 

practicable, into that form* 

1V« In the 15th century, the castle assumed 
atill more the aspect of the castellated mansion, 
by further alterations^ as appears from the shell 
of tbe chapel. 

Though there is only indirect historical eyidence 
of these facts, yet the styles of architeetuio saffi-* 
ciently attest them. 

The published accounts of the castle, are full 
of intricate and tiresome details, andsome undoubt- 
edly incorrect* 

m 

The best way of surveying the castle, is to enter 
by the Gate-house, the most carious imd p^fect 
part of the whole. 
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Jt » made rery hmg for a saoeeouon of Gates^ 

and Portcullises. The latter are Roman : for 
Wihckelman tiaeed tbem at the gates of Romei 
Tivoli) and Pompeii : and one is represented in an 
tticient painting of the Villa Albani.^ After 
passing the Drawbridge, on the right hand is a 
Loop-hole, by which the porter i^eceited meaaagei 
before opening the gates. In the wall, a passage 
it worked/ by whieh he eoimnanieated with the 
applicant for admission in one way, and the con« 
stable of the castle on the other. Less suspected 
visitors waited between the outer and inner gates. 
The room over the Gateway was the Guard^^room. 
JBenealh the causeway, which supported the drawi- 
bridge, is an arch, usual according to the accounts 
of Knareshofough, for the convemence of eaVali^f 
sallyiag.f Passing the Gateway, on the noifth or 
right hand, are windows with seats, for the pur«» 
pose of reconnoitering the passage over the Wye ; 
on the western side, is the Hall, as usual in most 
castles, opposite the Gate-house. A peculiarity 
attaches to this hall. From the steepness of the 
acclivity outside, it would have been too exposecL 
It is therefore secured by an artificial terrrace and 
wail, so projecting, that no missile weapon from 
below could reach the windows. On the south side 
is an Angular Tower ; next to it in the centre, the- 

♦ Encyclop. den Antiq*. v. Port. f History of ^ 
Kaaresborough) p. 33. ' * . 
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old Anglor^Si^O KeejKoWiert ^ in line. 

)y» Ibe iavel Ai^ninii of Ui« fffanMHUosy ; and &obi 
Ui6Be lowevs, # ati^ng cpacrisoa .eovM annay a be^. 
aUgins eawiy witb anawa aad (Msojaciilesy wmm 
bows and engiaes, upofi the roofs. Tb€ side-lo^ 

alau/caae iait Maman ai^dkioii to^&aap*taiper» 

as a liBltfj- defence than the narrow flight of steps 
at rigbl angkaia 600^ mbii6kf accasdiiig to Mr* 
King, and Cornifih remains, disUnguiabea ^ba 
AngioteaB J&eap. Tka eUef natliod of atlMk^ 
i^ig bein^by millings and working upon the bottou 
^the walbby kaighla uiibedildi, wiA piok- 
aiWf aad cok^M by oihefs with pavacliaa^ ar 
biggs iarg0ta» ^ foiuidatioBa aftd lower waBs af 
^esa lowaia aiepiodigioiisly atcoi||g^f Mr«£rioaa 
WlNmamie addition af ImClranai below ;t far 
4^ inaAeriala of Uia caatk, haiog exeavatail aii 
vamMl, aa aalo make the Quarry form the Ditdi £ 
the latter waa auuJamoBB deep by l^eae accaoNi 
paaimenUi^ as well as the Towels better protected* 

This was a very u$i)^ thing. Denoa saya.^ 
To tnm this situation [Castro-Giovanni in Sicily,} 
to doable pro&t, and defend the approaches to tha 
walb^ they have hewn out of the r^ck^ at the fgot 

1 , 

« Grose^s MiUtary Aatiqckies, I, 385 plate. 

t They oeear on a snudler seele at Chepstow : and thna 
skaw^ that these partsi tehofheastihee,, a>e stoavaL 

^ Sicily, p. 05. Eng, Trance, 
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of these very walls, tfie stones made u$e of iir 
boUdins it.'' Grose notices the singalaf addMoM 
of the pyramidal Buttresses at the foot of the 
Iftweis. On die window janbe of one of these ^ 
towecs is flie inscription below*, which nobody 
Cin maiie ont, because it was either nerer finishedt 
or the stone is broken. Besides tbiSf are a man 
witlt a hawk on bis fist, (the emKlem of nobility) 
a dog at bis feet:, on another the Virgin-Motheri^ 
shawl sfsnding on a partVidge, labbite at play^ 
birds, kc. The Keep bein^; the residence of the 

• 

family,. Mis tower appears to Ka¥e been need for 
that of prisoners of war, detained until tbej 
were lansomed, by whomdieee figures wereappa-'' 
rently carved. lU castles, the upper rangee <Mr 
apartments were occupied by the family and supt- 
lior officers, the lower by senranta ^ or they were 
offices. Although, in general there was a gallery 
of craimunication around the whold building, only* 
wide enough for one man to pass^ and niches with 
water-cocks, and* scale for the guard, yet' nn-** 
UMrous doors opened into the Bailey, because our 
ancestors mosdjr lired in these castle, in suites of 
apartments, similar to those of the Inns of C^urt:. 



s^Bimaor, No. i^y pL xiU, /Kse engrsTed it in flic* 
siidle. Itki pisinly ^H4smsiiniv (sIsne'^biNiktfa ^ig^ 
▲DAii 'lusTVir*. The fona of the letters, is of* the end of« 

thefoortesBtby or beginning^ of the fiAeentk c^Aturx* ^ , 
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pi8ciQ«i»lociuis* 4m. foe Uw ecMutonie&of tiM<aun» 

J 

Tfe«M?9i»J"*>? >faU> m of whiclt. 

puzzled many, ufas for the centre ojf the grand 
S»ai|-case^ like Ciinst Church, Q^fqid j 

A)r a grand staiir-ca«e and parjour yftre adjacei||L t<> 
anci^ ha|lji^ Jha towfi^ wbicl) eBckm^ Hi 
destro^^, for the mouth of the niipe whic^ fi%rt? 
^ efect^ it, or was iDt(»Me4 tn dp sq, ii cui 
left handj sl^p of the asqci^^iqg p^th to the ^le ; 

ud it w«ff ^de^ t)«ttered in from tli^ 

opjjftsi^e hiU. ftoxa the S. W. angle irfthe caaUe^ 
by t|ie ^eket field^te, l^^ st^a the trench 
by which the l^c^ifsgei^ l^4^a^^ced uUam the. 
casde^ and fi^p the flfi|[l¥icaa is ft very fine vie« 
of the fiiflftt pf th^ ffthfid^, and, faq«g ti^e injrft^^ 
(»f th!B surrounding cpmitiy. The traveller Bhox^^ 
remember that i]^ ftelds around onei^ f(pirme4a 
the tmiiiclosed state of which, must have fiudy, 
ha.rmonize4 ^itb the rude Sfound o| Cm^trwwvt 
Ibill^^iid been surprisingly enri^ by the win^iog. 
of thejriyciv a^d th^ Eictivre»^«e acWiti^^ ^ t^^|^ 
PfjprjMi^t^e aiidj^ distance, an4 t!bi? Ch^r^tUSfiw^ 

Toi^ri^^^^nei^j ^ fwnpt he»<ce Mte*<|o^.^ 
wHese Hift beal Mtun Uy mmtm it%m ? hpiim Irayelier 

observes, that it is a plan by no means to be re«^ 
eemmended: siiier by missiDga dremt round the 
casUe^. its different tints and feaetf. of attitii&s^ 
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bccasioned by oae of the boMest sweepi of Ui# 
Wfn, am emMf %M.* The Mrtk Howefw ill 

these ¥iews bas no back {[roand, or other mt ol^ 
of coMeqneiiee. In f^erM, il appem w 
Cfiquii^^ h^9P of building: ^( «11 fivojits^ ^b^Sf 
are die veiy wornl viewo 9f , . 



4 • » 

- ■ -meeuKxnrD. 
Croodrieh Castle to Symond*$ YaL 

sikcaNRn coMpr W09D Hi-u^^-vmn^D, ^oiii^t- 

FIELD-^FOURTH» WELCH BICKNOR CHUaCH^^ — 
FIFTH, MONUMENT — ^BIXTBj BOTTOli OF COF- 

bishop's wood FOURTH, RUERBEATi 

BFlREr— FIFTHf LTOBBOOK— ^IXTH, ROSKMA&T 

b;«hth9 stmond's tat. 

-» 

A 

niDg preeipice and hill, skirtii^ narrow m^dowrr 
tte kft^ flatpaatiiiw t^h Walfbrd Charch» aiid^ 
YSb^. fn the N. E. and B. distance, the Cbaea. 

#• Caiubiian Xoorist, idS. 
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and P^ttyard Wood8» and Howl Bill. On the 
S. (1. is the promoDt^^ry termiiiatioa of Coppet 
Woodhillf and rocks projecting w^twafdsw- 

V 

The first object on the rrght, is the remains of 
Flanesford Paioey, of which the Chapel is 
now a barn. The rest consists of mere fragments, 
worked up into the requisite buildings of a farm^ 
now occupied by Mr« Bellamy, The Chapel was 
an elegant gotbic str|icture» . of which* further 
mention will be made ia the historical department* 

From hence the Wye takes a bold turn, at wfaiclk 
commences the proper introduction of its charac^ 
^ristic scenery, mountainous and rocky banka^ 
here in fine undulating ouflmea of harmonious 
eurfes. Upon the right side ia the long steep ridgo ' 
of Coppet wood, teethed at the beginning with a 
ledge of rode roeks, ground . partly heaths partly 
wood: upon the left is Bishop's wood* a more 
gradual ascent, dotted irregularly with cottages, 
orchards, and patehea of wood, all rising in am-<> 
phitheatre abova each other*. ^ 

As yfe Goodricit Cdu#/<, saysGilpiit, 
the banks on the left, which had hitherto contrib- 
uted less to entertain us, began now principally |6 
attract our attention, rearing themselves gradaaUyr 
into grand steeps ; sometimes covered with thick, 
woods, and sometimes forming vast eonoaTO sIopjM 
of mere ▼erdur^^i. unadoined^ except here and theriL: 
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bsf a stmggiaiig tree : irbile the «heep wihieh bmg 
iiiowiMgaipMlheBy ami fipM 4hc boMinii mn 
dfaiittirfHrf into ^white ipMks*" 

The view at jBtfer-ikiii»-cA«reft unfoldt itadf 
liext; and is a scene of great frandear* Uer^ 
liodi sidei of the rirer are steep, and both woody ; 
but in one^ the woods are iDteimixed with rocks. 
The deep nn^bcage of the forest of Dean occopief 
the front ; and the spire of the church rises among 
Iheteee. TbeieadiofthefiWwlikhMbibUsthis 
eeeAe, is long; and of eoorsst the view^ which la 
a MMe fstee ef natmal pempeedwiy mmtim^ 
some time before the eye : bnt when the spue 
eomes directly In front, the grandenr sf the iMdit 
seape is gone.'' 

The ifone-ftcairjes on the right, f^m which 
Bristol bridge was built, and on the left, the fni^ 
nsjrss ef Biik^ff* leoed^ vary Ibe eeene ; tfioogh 
lyMj are objects of no great importance in Ihemr 

On the left are Bishop's Wood Iron works, aad 
Coal-wharf : behind which is Bishpp*s Wood bonse^ 
belonging to John Partridge, Esi^. and occupied 
by MrSf Ives, the mother of bis lady. The biook 
which here x\jm ^9to the Wye^ called Bishop's 
brook, parts the counties of Hereford and GIott» 
eester^ and the parishes of Walford and Rnerdean* 
The kiter, called Roerdeaoi froin (River«dea{i} J^assi 
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^vxk aeeiwiy, eniiwDtly pietoresque, left of the 
rirer on the Ljdhrook road, and in Uie forett. it 
consists of rude and broken elevations, and rough 
▼alleys, irregularly serpentine, adorned with pvr. 
ling streams, and trees, never formal, because an- 
touched by the axe. The water bobbles in ^all 
easeades over lamps of rock ; and the herbage ia 
roughened into the picturesque by smaO tnnps of 
Jong grass, weeds, furze, and wild bushes. 

" For some time says Gilpin, both sides of the 
met eontinoe steep and beautiful. No particular 





1 




1 



own scenes. We admire the infinite turMiywith 
which ^e thapea and adoms these vast con<^Te 
and convex forms. We admire also that vmied 
with which she expresses every object." 

Here we see one great disUnction between Asr 
painting and that of all her copyUts. Artists 
univeisally are tnamerists in a certain degree. 
Each has his particular mode of forming particular 
objects. His rocks, his tiees. his figures, are 
«ast in one mould ; at least they possess only a 
verted sgmeness. The figaies of Rubens are all 
fuU fed ; those of Salvator square and long legged • 
but nature has a difieient aouM for every object 
Ae presents." 

♦* The artist again discoven asi little fwietyia 
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ttulf «p the 8w£ac^ af bodies^ as he does in 

iMineatiog iheir foims* You see the same toUch, 
oraomeliiiiig like it^ nnifereallj pTerail, thongli 
applied to different objects. But nature^s touch 
is as rnueh Tuied aa the fonii of her objeeta»" 

** In eveiy part of painting except execution, 
an ardtt may be assisted by the labours of those 
who have gone before him. He may improve his 
dull in romposition, in light and shade, in per- 
spective , ia grace and elegance ; that is» in all 
the scientific parts of his art. But with regard to 
mcultoity he most set up on his own stock, A 
mamerist, I fear be must be« If he get a manner 
of his own, he majf be an agreeable a^annerist ; bat 
if he copy anothers he will certainly be a formal one 
The more closely he copies the details of matuiet 
the better chance be has of being, free from this 
general defect/' 

At lAfdbrook is a large wharf, where coals 
are shipped for Hereford and other places* Here 
the #crae ia new and pleasing* All baa thus far 
been grandeur and tranquillity. It continues so 
yet ; but mixed with life and bustle. A road runs 
^bagonally along the bank ; and horses and carta 
appear pasring to the small vessels which lie against 
the wharf to receive their burdens. Close behind, 
a rich woody hill hangs sloping over the wharf, 
and foipa a gnmd back^gronnd to the whole. The 
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l^fUDg a&d uolAdiAit togetbef with the validly 

I4aga« The doping bill is tht front scenef tiifl^ 
two ridt-jacmen^trti hii^^ . . 

But soon the front becomes a lofty si4e^creen 
tm the left; and aweeptDfi; lomd tfae-eyjaat JValdb* 
J^eAwfy foms a n<dile ampltttbeatEe'' Jhos^iipiJk- 

"•b the rights just beyondthi tanrcrf the lif^r; 
opposite Lydbrook, is Court-field House, tlie 
HhKtem s^t of Witltam tbligfafin. Esq; Kili^ 
Henry^ is said to have been nursed in a more' 
•hdcfiit bouse iMi thie spot; A gable end weal 
With gothic arches is called the rlliifS of the 
ebapeli^ BetaeMh is VNtcfH BicKWdit dhuitfa. 
Ireland says^ that the picturesque yiUage of 
Wd^fa Blekndr, presents itself ib a rieh valley on 
the right bank of the Wye, happily ofeishaded' 
by a thicket of woods, ranged in a grand and 
eiicttlar sweep. These are called, tiawkwoodp 
and Puckwoodf extending about one mile, 
•Ibtig -the bank of the riven The inltitge Chnroh 
and Parsonage House, group in a form pecu* 
liarly beautiful and' inteiestitig* A HtUe below, 
the Wye ia bounded on the opposite? shore^ 
by si long range of hills jclothed with Terdiir^,. 
and di?ersified by a rich and broken soil of warn 

^'Csailidaii'Tbiiriit, ' ' ^ ^ 
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find reddish hue** Here the colouring Is too warm. 
Hie scene i» met ely fioe perk laBdseape* The 
flat gronild on the right is gloom j and tedious. 
'Tamrds the e&d of it, is a pinftarisqoe biU iB ftont 
called Rosemary Toppings {torn tke mellow loxu- 
daiiee of its sides* As we appreich Ihis, the 
i;randeur of the Wye scenery recommences at 
jColdwell Rocks^ whieb nature bss exposed to view 
hj an avalanche pf the ground from the summit* 
l^ey Ibrm the upper part of the base of Symond*s 
Yat, Just before approaching them -is the cen^ 
otapb of aa anfortuoate youth, whose parents 
-erected this monumentj by way of beacouj; to warn 
others *from trasting to tbe deeeitftil stream. A 
gentleman-named Warre, with his lady, was 
making tbe Tour ; and the weather being fine, 
ehqr persuaded their son, who was a^^d swimmer 
^to bathe. Unfortnmtely he WttDeised witfi the 
eramp, and a vain attempt b^viog been made b^ 
the boatman to save bim, was unhappily drowned, 
^nie^pitaph is tedious. Some wretch has laAelf 
mutilated the monument. 

• Tbe scene at Cpldwell, on the left side, com* 
mences by a ^rand mass of rock, partially insulated 
iif Tttde tesemblaoce. to tbe square keep of a ruined 
Castle. It is succeeded by a wall of rock, much 

• NiehplsDa, ld5& 
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^ assimilating St. Vtnceiit^i, «t fh< HoUwells^ near 
Bnstol. Here and al the New Weirt in < stf M 
totally different from the stiff and bare forms of 
tfie Chepstow Cliflb^ iiatare exhibits her diTioe 
skill in colonring and grouping. The attitudeii of 
iHe fodksy though att in fancifal cai^rice, of 
grac«fal informality. The most delicate toadm 
aref distinguisiiaMe at eerCahi ■eas«nlt» in an eoD* 
qtti^ite lacework of shrnbs and foliage running 
oVer the wllole, of a wild^ but harmcttioaa pattern. 
The river too is deep, dark^ and solemn^ -The 
opposite bank is flSQceession of steep slopes, ra, 
iriously wooded, terminating in a hilly common of 
brown monntainous herbage, speckfed with loose 
stones^ and thinly streaked with lively green* 

Mr. Gilpin says thus,^< At ColdweU^ thefroikl 
eereeti fiiat appears as a woody hcill, [RoieiBiafjr ' 
Topping] swelling to a point. In a few minutes it 
ehanges its shape, and the woody bill becomes n 
lofty side-screen on the right ; while the front jan^ 
folds itself into a majestic piece of rockHBemeiy^'' 

Approaehingf says Ireland, the foot of Caldwell 
Racks, a scene aobltme and mjestic is presented. 
The grand prominences are overhang with richly- 
varied tafts of osik and shrubs occasionally contrast- 
ed and relieved by dee[^aad shadowy dells, formed 
by the various lime-kilns on their surface : Warner 
who advamced to them^ in an opposite direction 



Digitized by Google 



21 

from the meadow's westward, observes, that heie 
also the scene becomes iwbf «ia}esiic. The rocks 
rising to a towering height, alternately stait 
llirough the thick woods^ which -mantle their aides 
in lofty pointed crags ; and disjplay broad masses 
of their snrfaee, relisTed by cueeping Uchens, and 
diversified with mineral tinges, 

Hei$ saysClilpin, we shoald ba^re gone on shore 
(ttd walked -to the iV^ U^eiff which by land is 
only a mile: thoughby water I believe, it is three. 
This walk would have afforded us» we were inform* 
ed, some very noble liver views : nor shoidd wa 
have iost any thing by relinqnishin^ the vater^ 
which in this part was uninteresting.** 

7he walk allnded to, leads to the rooky abrupt 
termrnation of Coldwell Promontory, and is called 
Symond's Yat» or i^ate. From hence is a supeib 
bird's-eye view of the adjacent objects, and a far- 
atending prospect in what may be called from 
Claude's Pictures, the painter's map st^le. The 
near liew kiSalyator i^Qsa ; the distant tiifit of the 
master fir^t^med* The summit itself is a roman- 
iic greep floor, walled .in» wilhoi^t any formality, 
.by copse-*wood, and approached by a winding 
rocky road between high ba|]|)ks^ under arches of 
.hi^les fiu^ uaderw,opd# 
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STAGE THIRD. 

Symmd'a Yai, to J^onmoutA^ 

* 

yiMTy COFPBT WOOD HILL — ^SEOONP^ GOOIT* 
RICH— THIRD9 WHITCHUBCH— rOURTHf GREAT 

DOWARD FIFTH, ARTRUR^S TALRi— SIXTH 

LITTLE DOWARD, AND LAYS H0USE~S£TKMT1I[^ 
PIXTOR CBURCA^RIOHTH^. MQ^IIOUTH. 

* 

Zefi Banh^ 

nR8T» «EW' WEIR— «8RCOIIIS HHUEMRADOW 
WOOD»*— THIRD^ TABLE XOUHf^ fcc — ^FOURTH^ 
MONMOUTH. 

i^LL the aceoR&ts agree in stating, tbatSTiioiiD's 
Yat» [or Gate^] U not less than 20(M) feet aboT^ 
the water ; and 4hat although the direct distance 
)>y land iRBot ittor^ than 600 yards, the fiomae by 
water exceeds four miles. One account is tbu^ 
copiooa on the prospects 

The forest of Dean, the counties of Monmouth, 
' Hereford, und Gloncester, were extended before 
us, studded with villages, diversified with clusters 
of half visible farm booses;" with many r grey 
sleeple, embosomed high in tufted trees. In 
painting the several views from ' this snmmit, ihe 
happiest description would fail; the impression 
can only be conveyed by the eye« The rim beie 
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-mdces a mbst exlraoidinary winding roand the 
pmmantory ; and barings .ccNmiileUd a fmnii ^ 
more than five miles» flows a second time imm€-i 
diately under Sjrmond*s YaU The whole of tbia 
mazy course may be traced from this eminence. 
From hence we discovered a very remarkable polj^* 
^ayllabical articulate echo, and we reckoned 
^twelve distinct rev^rbjerationsiy £rom the explosion 
of a gun, fired upon tbia spot. It is here again 
customary for the boatmen to importune strangeia^ 
and if tbey can prevail on them, daring their walk 
to Sjfmond's Yai, will take the boat round the 
circuit of five miles, and meet them at New 
Weir^ in order that no time should > be lostt but 
this attempt we by no means encouraged; and 
the whole course of this extraordinary, and roinan* 
tic sweep proved highly gratifying. Goodrich 
spire^ which we again wound round, presented 
itself : huge fragments of massy rocks, which haye 
loUed down from the precipices opposite lllanuek 
^furmt here almost 'choked up the cour^ of the 
Atreain. The ^banging attitudes and various hu^i 
M$yff^ond's Fa^, lifting its almost spiral head, 
ibigb .ajbwe the. other ro^s, 98 we re-ceded and^ 
firew near it, supplied a combination of tints $ttr« 
jurisingly gay and beautiful: f^d havihg aocom- 
^ij^b^d, a i^weep of^fivq, guiles, we reached wUbin a 
quarter of a mile» the spot where we began our. 
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ascent to this steep endnenoe*^'* In more pre- 
cise language^ the prospect is a fine panoratna 
of the following seenerj* 

N. The mountainous side of Coppet wood hill. 

Common, and here, and Ihere, Rock, 

♦ 

N. W« The spifeand Tinage of Goodrich, genUift 
.green wooded pastures ; at the foot, Rocldand!^ 
and If ontsholm Ferrjr^ 

« 

W. Hunisholm^ a promontory of fields and or- 
diarding ; behind it, meadows, terminating on the 
other side of the river, in the flat village of 
Whitchnrch, backed by nniug ground; in the 
diiUoce, the Welch Hills. 

S. W. The mountainous side of the Great Dow- 
ard. Common and Heath interspersed with cottages 
and enclosures* At the extreme summit, a summer 
house* 

S* Staunton Church, npon the ridge of a pro* 
montory, the Bnck<-8tone appearing at the nose of 
it, like a Yew tree : below. Lord Gage*8 or Higk^ 
meadow fFoodSy in fine slope; at the foot, green 
meadows and the liven On the left side anea^. 
the rocks of the New Weir ; on the right, the tock 
wall of the Eastern side of the Doward, faced by* 
' high trees. 

« Ciiiak>riaQ Tcsrist, p. 49& 

# 

* 
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& fi. EogUsli SicknoF—ciiUinitioii intermixed 
with forest scenery ; copse aad cottage ; anearf m 
aide view of Coldwell Rocks in terrific attitude ; 
and Rosemary Topping. - 

£• Rnerdean Wood and Fields with the Cbnrch 

in the distance ; Bishop's Wood and Courtfield, 
with the semicirctilar sweepe of Hawkwood and 
Packwood, before described, and joining* Coppet- 
wood^ whence we commenced the description. 

From hence the river proceeds in a hoise shoe 
earn, aroiind meadows and pleasing prospect 
scenery to Whitchurch. Mr. Gilpin» says. 

Here we sailed through a long reach of hills, 
whose sloping sides were covered with large lump* 
isb, detached stones, which seemed in a course of 
yesiSf to have rolled from a girdle of mcks that 
surrounds the upper regions of these high grounds 
00 hpth sides df the river ; but particularly on the 
left.*' 

If the traveUeis [prefer the Beatrpassage, they 
will come to Huntsholm Ferry. On the right4s « 
Rocklandsy now the residence ,of J* Gough, Esq. 
commanding a view of Coldwell Rocks, along the 
fine side-screen of Coppet hill : on the left^ a seven« 
teentb-century seat of the Yaughans, now a farQi 
boose. Upon the slope of the hill is a fine orchard^ 
eele]iQit«d for the immense quantity of styre, or^ 
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other riefa •cider, it has been 4&nowD -to ^prochice* 

'If the traveller prefers leaving ihe boat at Hiints- 
holin 'Perry, (and^he aseentie eaeterto )6|FBioiid's 
Yat) the ledge ot rocks will bring l^o bie view^ spots 
•wortby the feasting lianditti'' of Salvator. Jmt 
abave the place where the road passes between a 
cleft rock, the Giant Torso,^ ,of the Gieat Doward 
shows its jgrandjnuscular outline. The effect js in* 
finitely increased by being seen through mist or 
rain. It is part-mountain^ part-precipice, but 
much injured by the rawness apd strait lines, in* 
tfadaoed-^by lune-bnriung^nd md-ciitting, ]Ua* 
fortunately there is no chance of Time, Nature's 
Gilpin, preventing, in that master's own words 
the hand of man, ^miserably scratching the lovely 
iaee of natufe/' 

By this reach we come to the Kew Weir, a 
salmon ^hery^ which Mr. Gilpin terms the second 
grand scene on the Wye. Here is a Lock, an 
invention known in Upper £gypt, from ancient 
models,t and brought into this country from Flan- 
*^deis, in 166$!^ by Sif;Ridiaffd Suttim, who is ^dso 
.said to have introduced Clovert ^j^jid Saiutfoiurj; 

The scene at jthe .New Weir^ consists of ex- 
qnisite crags^ thrown into fine confusion by falls 
from the npper rim. .Th^se Cfags are full of pro^ 

jectionsan4 recesiS^> and heaps of ^uin allshrubbed* 

,* A^Toroo i« the ^traid^uiCp^^statue withofit liwbs« 
t 'J>eDoii| i. 3&L t Bray^s Surrey, i. I34«. 



Digitized by Google 



27 

and we&theiholedj imd forming a most romantie 
nmij of ahehesy rade arches, elefts» and numio 
towers. Between tbese^ and the opposite bank 
of rock-watl and hanging wood^ the river, rapid and 
confined, roars hastily along. In front are the 
rieh emineDces forming Loid Gage^a Woods, rising 
above or lapping over each other. Along the 
banks is a series of meadows, of deep rich green, 
jnst enlivening the dusky sublime gloom of the 
narrow dell. A single rock column gives an 
agreeable novelty to the side crags. It is only 
one of many others similar, which were standing 
mty years ago, insulated from the main wall of 
jock,* hut now either fallen, or gormandized by^ 
the ravenous lime-kiln, who, regardless of the 
beauties of the Wye, In grim repose expects his 
evening prey»'' 

Of these rock ptlasters, it is worth while to point 
out the extraordinary effect, by the following ob« 
ienration of Dr. Clarke.f 

He observed near Seraiba&hti the most re-^ 
jB^kable appearance caused by rocks, liiat he had 
ever seen. At first be mistook them for ruins, 
somewhat resembling those of StoneheBge; but, 
as bis party dvew near they were surprised to find, 
that the suppixsed ruins ^ttt natural rocks, rising 

e So MaHin : Natmd HiHtovy of fiagland, i, 341% 
t Travels Tjii, 5, 
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perpendiculariy mit of the plain, like aOydapeaa 
wImUxmf •With walls and .tMreis»" 

The CoQD^el, who attend the Assizes, are in the 
habits of expioriogtbe Wye^and^iSis it is said^ have 
given name to several rocks^ particularly in this 
invrt of the mejt, as Linnaeiia c^led Plants, aud 
O.^cers do newly discovered countries^ by the 
nam^ of jfriends* This lock-pillar is said to have 
been thus denominated Bear-crojt^ an eminent 
Barristeiv well-known to the oider part of the ex« 
isting gen^eration*^ 

Mr. GHpin says The river is wider than usual 
m this part ; and takeis a sweep round a towering 
promontory of lock ; whieh forms the side-screen 
on the left, and is the grand feature of the view* 
It is not abroad fractured face of rock : traf rather 
a wQQdjXiiiH, £r(UQ which J^ge rocky projections 
jn.iwo or three place&i, burat out; mdeiy hung 
with twisting branches and shaggy iur^iture^VKhicji 
like mane round the lion*s head, give a more 
savage air to these wild exhibitions of nature, Near 
the top, a pointed fragment of solitary rock, 
rising above the rest, has rather a fantastic 
appearance; but it is not without its effect in 
^marking the scene.<^A great master in landscape 
tbas adorned an imaginaty view with a.oircumstance 
e^ctly similar.'* 

* Cambrian Tourist, p. 437* 



' " Stabat acfoa siiejC) praccisis undiq; saxij^j 

dorso insurgenBi aitissiiaa yIbu, 

^ Dirarum nidis domas opportuna tolncnuii, 

*i , p>oba jugo, faevmA iifctllhbtebatiidaiAA^M.^^ 

JEn. VIII. m 

But the most wonderful aypearanee of thit 

kind I ever met withy is to be found in the 249th 
f$g^ of Andeison's Nariati?e of the British £m^ 

bassy to China; where he tells us, that in Tartary, 
beyond ^ the wall^ he eaw a solitary rock of this 
kind, which rose fronfl tlie summit of a mountain^ 
«t least one Attodied fee«& Its base #as sodie^btft 
smaller than its su^yerstructuiejand^ what was very 

eztraordiiittrf^ s^VMil alreaiiisf of wAter ianed 
from it^*' 

On Ih^ light side of the Wye^ opposite' Ae 
tkkf we have just described, the bank forbls a 
nfoody atephitheatre, foUowittt^ the eoniM the 
stream rondd the promontory. Its low^r skirts 
itb adorned with a hamlet, iir tbe nridstof tirhMftt 
Tolumes of thick smoke, thrown up at intervals 
^eni an iroanforge, lis its fires reeeiv^ fresh ffl^l^ 
add double grandeur to the scene.'^ 

But what peeuliarly marks this Tiew> is a 

tircumstance on the water. The whole liver at 
this place makes a precipitate fall; of no great 
height indeed, b^ut enough to merit the name of a 
cascade ;.thoiigh to the eye> aho?e tbestreanii it 

is an object of no consequence. In aU the scenes 



Digitized by Google 



to 

tvt bad yet passed^ the water moving with a slow 
Md solemfi pacoi tbe objects arou&d kept dme^ as 
it were, with it ; and eirery steep and rock which 
hung orer the river, was awftil, tranquil^ and ma* 
jestic. But here the violence of the stream and 
tbe roaring of tbe waters, impressed a new cha^ 
racter on liie scene; all was agitation and uproar; 
and every steep and every rock, atared irith wBd* 
ness and terror.'^ 

With Gilpin^s description, the travelieis aeem 
10 have satisfied themselves. One only has justly 
• remarked, that the .pleasure of cmtemplation is 
interrupted by the auisance of be;ggara«* 

Below the New Weir a continuation of tbe sain« 
rich scenery still arrests attention, and rocks and 
wood seem to pimh and shoulder each other for 
conspicuous situations, Tbe river roars along in a 
curve, between High-meadow woods on the left, 
andiheMck-wall of the Great Do ward, on the 
right. At the end of this reach, is a beautiful 
mass of rock, crowned with shrubs and pendulous 
creepers ; in front, tbe river forms a pool, and is 
back-gfounded by the summit of tbe Little Doward 
in Sugar-loaf. t A detached cluster of rocks, 
called S. MariMSf or the three sisters, skirt tb% 
river in passing down, near which at a short reach 

* Id. 430- 

t Mr. MarkloTe of Berkeley, has selected and iiaini* 
^ tlus fine aoeae. . . 
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tialted JM^rti»*$ WelL the strew jis supposed to 
haw a greBtar ikff^ 4tf tim other par^ 

At the extremity of tliis r/j?aph* from a b^utifji^l 

seata iiaelf^ wanmiiag. a .CM%(.e)l$^tevi . 

* 

When light and prospect recomi^nee at the 
termination of the dark windings from the Ifew 
Weir, the scenery on the Doward side is inonnl- 
4ii|MMia ^owm^*. fifiiiakM, mtii fock and 4^1^ 
asijonally teethed wth ledger of it^ The Uttl; 
1}ff¥r4SD Ikavi^jieefiiafifie fitjM^ Ca^i txfcet 
of three circkl^r terraces windipg in snail maiiiit, 
mi^ be 4iinly 4ifi^rned ; hut ace pidy conspicuous 
froui the hdg^ts in the Fore#^ .On the left hand 
aie woody and wild ele^rations^ iutersper&ed mih 
tame swells and hoUoM^ The acene temunatea 
w^i^ tb^ La^a Uom» Tamli^on's Esq^ fit ti^e 
foot of the Little Doward on the righl, opposite 
Tifbh Mwntf t» fr/Qnt a lich aoij^hitheatre <^ 
haii^uag iWlA > ^ 4e right of which is fiTewtoa 
Court, the seat of Mrs. Griffin ; below^ on the 
water^s edge, Vaga Cottage, the property of 
the Rev« H. Baives^ and now ^upi^d by 
Price. 

c 

JJ|^0Q jt)ie Jurn of the reach at ^he Lays, the 

diver gently serpentines through a wider vailey,* 

40W9 i9 "^^^ consists of 
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fidds, forming the area of the sylvau amphithe^ • 
aire, before described, and the left is made up of 
meadows in flat, swell, and hollow, intermingled 
with woody ridges, in front of steep side-screeM 
of wood. Before, in the distance, is hill, and the 
steep banks the river beyond Troy House, 
properly clothed with copse or timber. The 
church passed is that of Dizton. 

The river is rather too low for a proper view of 
the scenery liere, wlrieh is best seen from the road. 
This lowne^ is probably the cause why Mu Gilpin 
as if gaping and sleepy, thus slabbers over a fine 
scene of continual change, and inimitable grouping* 

Below fhe New Wtir^ are other rocky views 
of the same kind, though less beautiful. But 
description flags in running over such a moaot- 
ony of terms. HigK low, steep^ woodif^ roc/^^ 
and a few oihers, are all the colours of language 
we have to describe scenes, in which there are 
infinite gradations, and amidstsome general same- 
ness, infinite peculiarities.*' 

» 

After we had passed a few of these scenes, the 
hills gradually descended into Monmouth, which 
lies too low to make any appearance from the 
water ; but on landing we found it a pleasant town, 
and neatly built. The town-house and church are 
both handsome.^' Thus Gilpin. The other Hons of 
Monmouth are a ruined tower of the Castle, with a 
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fine window of the fiorid Gothic, pretecded lo be 
that of the room where Henry V. was born ; some 
other windows and remains of the Priory ; fragments 
of town-gates and Thomas's Church erroneously 
called Saxon, bat plainly of the first Norman styles 
The greatest curiosity is however the ancient Gale 
Honse. Tourists ought to stay a day at Monmouth 
in order to visit the Kymin and Buck-slone, from 
which last is to be seen a view, only surpassed 

. by Wind-cliff, and far superior to $ymond*s Yat, 

. inasmuch as it is totally void of the usual and 
common place, and consists of wood, river, mount* 
ain and precipice, wholly without flat ground, 
and grouped in a manner completely novel, in the 

. true superb of the picturesque. Though extend- 
ing for miles, not a single map feature dilutes the 
sublime grandeur of this view from the Buck-stone, 

. where fancy still places the Dniid Priest, moving 
the oracular rock, and dealing out the fate of 
nations to the intimidated worshippers* 

If time permits, there are, according to the 
travellers , minor views worthy notice. Monmouth 
* firom a station at Tibbs's Farm, appears placed 
' upon a semicircular ridge ; nearTibbs*s Bridge, the 
scene is wild and romantic ; from other points it 
appears situated upon a plain ; from the banks of 
the Wye, the houses seem rising upon the accliv* 
iiy of ahillf the church forming a principal object^ 

^ * lOeholsoDi mB. 
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From the hill upoh the road lo Chepstow is asub^ 
lime pronpecly both vf die adjacenl lale and tiot^n^ 
skirled in the distance by the Si&yridd, Blorenge^ 
Sogar4oaf^ and other blue mountaina and rid^. 

Here ends the iirst half of the Tour^ which may 
justly be denominated grand and beantifiiL*' 
The following close of this |part of the voyage by a 
Traveller is extremely dpropos^ as an epilogue* 

" As we repaired to our InUy we were invoU 
BOtarily led to take a retroapi^k of ^ past taomt^ 
ments of the day. The partial gleams of sunshine 
bad given lidditiooal tints to the rieb and bold 
scenery^ and every tbihg had conspired to reii^r 
it a AxM interesting aquatic ezcilrfirion. The tii- 
riety of scenes, ^bich Ciaude would have seleeied 
bad he now Minted » fbr his cairrafii ; with raptnj^ 
tckl^ lArotild be have caught the tinUi and with 
the happiest effect combined the objects ioto a 
picture, kept up our attention^ and removed tfait 
samejiess, which too often accompanies water 
excnrsioiia. Sncb had been the pleasure of our 
first day's water expedition: and from the im-* 
^pression it triade-on us, we eagerly looked forward 
to some future period, when we may again retrace 
viewSf which memory will ever bold dear, and the 
pleasure be then redoubled with tt^ rememhiana^ 
of past occurrences,*** 

♦ Cambria Tuurlstj^ ifXk 
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STAGE FOURTH. 

Monmouth^ to Tintem Abbey, 

Bight Bank. 

FIRST, TROY HOUSE — SECOND, PENALT — THIRD 
WHITE'BaOOK— FOURTH, PENN-Y-VAN HILL 
AKD MAY POLE — FIFTH, PAPER MILLS — SIXTH 
PILSTONE HOU8E«— SEVENTH, LANDOOO-~ 
EIGHTH, COEDITHEL WEIR-~NIIfTH, LYN- 

l^EIR TENTH, TINTERN ELEVENTH^ FIELD* 

ING's HOHSE— TWELFTH, ABBEY*. 

Left Bank. 

9 

nVLWf REDBftOOK~SE0OND, «VtWLAV9 AKl^ 

CLGARWELL— THIRD, WYE SEAL HOUSE— 

FOURTH, BICKSWEIR FIFTH, ST. BRIAYELS 

SIXTH, HUDKNOLLS — SEYENTH^ BBOOEWEIE 
—EIGHTH, ABBEY* 

T^HEbanksaf the. W;s owe their beauty toft^ 
loeky base ; because only a thin coal of eaith can » 
ever be washed away, and, i£it be^. provided there : 
is not suck steepness as la create aiiieietgatltr, it t 
only breaks and improves into picturesque inequal* 
ities of sarf«ce the * formal 'acefiYity. Had the 
iaondations of the banks been earthy, the latter 
vrsidd bftYe flattened into mere hilb^ with* lonnd ' 
outlines. . Tbii» residt of th^ rocky base particubu>» * 
1^ appeanin thiatoQc*.. The fmnaof the banks > 
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are of the house«roof kind, viiih a sameness of an-* 
gular outline. Though they rise above eaeh other 
in ridges, yel the usual mouutainaus curre is noS 
so frequeot as theslrait or oblique locky line. The 
cIoatbing> mere stumpy copse wood» will uot bear 
close examliialion, as being much of the thorn 
character. The crags which atk of the more marine 
kind* af€ often naked and unifortti. The river 
rtlils iBoAetinies stiffly^ as in a trough, and oftei> 
tUrris absolute coineis, quite sharp. — Yet with all 
these imperfectiottSi etated merely 'to show the 
contrast between the Jihe intermixed with sweel 
landscape in ih6 forilnelr toUr; such is the grand 
scale upon wliich nc'^iure woiks,^ that all is lost ia 
the geiNdral ^1lb€U ^Hieb is fb'e sublimit and awfuU 
(pi-ecipice and height being the general agents,) 
occasionally worked up te the ierriblet. Vaga ftmt 
Ross to Monmouth is a fine woman witli strong 
features, but cheered with the playful smites of 
youth : from Monmouth to Chepstow she is the 
gfti^V^ Bliilrai!, stertl and eomteanding, like the 
august picture of Justice by Reynolds.* In the 
first teui sh^ Is a Princess; in the second a Queenr 

• * 

The first ol^ect just beyond Monmoutb, is oft 
the right, Troy Hoose^a eeal eS the TMke^Bbtm-^ 
fort, built by Ini|;a Jones* ,It derifed rta mime 
from the rivulet Trothy, and stands in meadows^ 

% iPre4 liAi iMiMiir of iSTfodr €dMtjiiA tWoj^ fas. 

Wew College Window. 
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at the right tMUth of the sti^p pa$s» which the 
Wye entefSi as die eteloaw^ eeese^f iMitvnmrt^ 

which it lik^s to inhabit* A httle aboYe Tray iii 
(Sibraltar, « nei^Cottage^ 

Vpott leaving Monmouth, the spire of the church 
in the retrospects with the Kyfinn ^oods rising^ 
tiom a rock of great height on the left, utider which 
the riY%r Ineatiders, knd to the right Pen-y^vat 
Hill, form the rich and bold scenery, which attends 
fhe^fiit t^-etubat^atidn.^ 

ft 

At the distance of little better tliaii kalf a mile 
tiMfiifef mAes^M gmaA sweep the rights and^ 
asBtiBiesa new character* Dismissing its rocks 
W^fmifMeB^ it' coUe through ioflyaloping hiUi^ 
thickly, covered with waving woods. All here ia 

Mr tlitpiA layd, As we left Motimouth, the 
banks on the left were at first low ; but on both 
sides they sOod ^reW steep and woody ; varying 
their shapes as they had done the day before. The 
most beautiful of these scewes is in the Beigihtidar- 
hoed ofSU Biiavers castle ; where the vast woMjp 
declivities on elieb blind lire nacoaniionly wgntf^ 
iiseiit* Ttes -eastle is at too great a distance to 
make any object in tbe tiam** 

tlie weather was serene : the sun shone ; and 

»• 

# Cambrian T^MiviH. t Ni<AotoM. 



Di 



we saw enoagh of the effect of fight inr the ezhibf-- 
tioDs of this day, to regret the want of it the daj 
before." 

During the whole cotuse of our voyage from 
Rosst we had scarcely seen one eora»&ld. The 
banks of the Wye consist ahnost entirely either of 
wood or pasturage; which I mention as a cir- 
comstance of peculiar value in landscape. Furrow- 
ed lands and waving com» however charmiag in 
pastoral poetry, are iU^acconunodated to paintings 
The painter never desires the hand of art to touch 
Ms gfoundb««-»Bttt if art must atray anong 4hem : 
if it must mark out the limits of properly, and 
mm them to the uses of agiieriinrey he wiahen 
that these limits may, as much as possible^ be* 
concealed ; and that the lands they eirettm8crib& 
may approach as ueanly as may be to nature; thai* 
is^ that they may be pasturagcf.— Pasturage not 
only presents au agreeable surface; but the cattle, 
^ich graze it add great variety and animation to. . 
the scene." 

The meadows below Monmouib, which fan* 
shelving from the bills to the water sidet were* 
pai-ticularly beautiful, and well inhabited. Flodco' 
of sheep were everywhere hanging on their green* 
steeps; and herds of cattle occupying the lowev 
grounds* We often sailed past groups of the,m . 
laving their aides in the water; or retiring fionia 
Hie heal nndex sheltered , hanks/' / 
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" U pMt of ike lAm which bow 
b^ns *o widen, we were ofieu eatertaiaed with 
ilgbt vemids gliding {last us. Their white saila 
piK$iag along 4he ^ides of wood-land hilU were 
traqr factmesque*'* 

" Id many places also tlie^e#8 W«e Vatted by 
the prospect of hays and harbours in miniature, 
where little barks lay moored, taking in nre and 
other commodities from the mountains. These 
veiseels^ designed j^inly for rougher water th^n 
ibef at present «p«onntered, shewed ns, without 
any geographical knowledge, that we approached 
tbeaea/' Thus Qilpin« 

On the MonmoftthsWre side of the tint, abotit 
» mile and a half below Monmoiith, is the chlirth 
of Pen Att, sitttMtrf 6n the si*i of 8 woody ei(i- 
inence, at the back of which is an extensive com- 
mon. Opposite Penalt* ia Ae CJaaOe^iiiilatioB 
seaC. of the Hon* — Quin* before him, of the 
lyyadhame* 

At RE0*BacMm hills, a little fuHWW oii tfte 
WR, tlieottrlhigatnttko iaiting ftdm the Iron-works 
forms a pleasing accompaniment to HA scAtt^lry, 
tlie inspifation of which it for a wbi^e suJipei»ls.» 
.Below -ar«$ lower Red-brook Tin-works. Sucli 
Cydopean shops andshed»,ia a beantifnl Arcadia 
,of 4!Jymph^,. Pryads, J^aiads and Paun-s, remind 



Digi 



40 

of the discordant union of VulcaB and Vems. The 
grim worshipers of the God of Fire^ only animate 
with picturesque effect immense vaulted caverns ; 
and their deity should have been wedded to Bel-* 
lousia^ the boisterous daughter of ^olus, from 
whom he derived the power of liquefying the. ob-> 
stinate ore. 

Two miles from Red-brook on the left^ is Wye 
Seal House; and on the right, in a hollow vale, 
nearly hidden from sight by the woody acctiritiesi 
on each side, is the hamlet of Wbite^brook, 
where Paper Mills now occupy the ruins of the old 
-Iron-works, The name is derived from a small 
stream which falls into the Wye, Beyond it the 
river forms a grand sweep, flowing into an abyss, 
between two ranges oif lofty hills^ thickly o¥or« 
spread with woods* 

A Uttle below White-brook 9 appeafs on the left 
' side, a considerable eminence, called Pen-y-van 
Hilly the summit of which usually exhibits a May* 
pole^ around which the Peasantry now or reeently 
celebrated the Rraian Floralia, i^ed by us May- 
games, with dances and feasting. 

Between this hilt and the river lie the ruins of 
the ancient mansion of Pilstone, hupibled to the 
mere appendages of a farm. On the opposite side 
of the river, amidst grand scenery and hills lux- 
uriantly mantled with wood, stands Bigs«weir 



Digitized by Google 



41 

Hoxae, late the lesidence of General Rooke, lotig 
H. P. for the eonnly of Monmoiiib, and a descend* 
ant of Sir Geoif e Rooke, who took Gibraltar. The 
Hooae stands at am easy distance from the ri?er 
on a gentle nse> which gradually swells into an ex« 
tensive bill, on whose summit are the remains of 
the Castle of St. Bri ayels. 

, Here one of the aeoonnta* makes the foUowiD^ 
remark. The voyager will lose one interestiug 
feslnre almost peeoliar to the Wye; we allnde to 
the numerous weirSf that obstruct its navigation, 
when the tide is out; but at which time, these 
minute cataracts (if we may be allowed the ex« 
pression) form a pleasing contrast to the smooth 
iur&ce of the intjerveaing pools. At high water 
the tide flows over them^ and makes the river ap* 
pear perfectly leveL^' 

We have hitherto only had occasion to notice 
New-weir and Bigs-weir ; but from the latter to a 
considerable distance below Tintem Abbey, they 
occur very frequently scarcely half a mile from 
each other.^ 

From hence a long reach, with Tiddenham 
Chase Hillt rising conspicuously in front, leads to 
the beautiful village of Landogo. It stands upon 
-a lofty hiD, whose indented side is mantled with 
deep woods; and cottages are intermingled. 

* Ezeursian from the source of the Wye, &c. p. ^> 
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Heretherlvtr fonnaauDootfabi^. HieHniknoUs 

make a fine back-ground to Ibis scene. From the* * 
brow of the hiH bebind^ caUed Cieuuka Shodol^ 
is a pretty view of the river aod village. In winter 
a cascade Mis from this alirapt emiowce 

* 

From hence the Wye becomes a tide river^ and 
the result is^ that the translucent stream* which 
had hilherto alternately reil>ieted, aa hi a mirror^ 
the awAil projection of the rocki^ and the soft 
flovyery verdure of its basifiS) is-aAotadby the if^ 
flvenca of the tide» and lendfired imUA iaugid j^^a- 
pleasing to the eye** 

Coedithelrweir^ a large fall of water ne;^tjoccurs» 

Abont a mile further on the left bank of the 

river is Brook-^weir^ a populous little hamlet, 
one of those litde ports, the foimatian of wfiiek 
was po encouraged by Henry and Elizabeth when 
the nobility to get rid of the lead, wo<d, and other 
artiqljBS upon their estates, supplied the merchants 
with money, who, from factors, at last became 
priQcipals.t The trade is carried on with Bristol : 
the freights, chiefly, corn, hoops, and faggots. 

' Leavi.ng Brook-weir, one bank of the river is 
fringed with a thick woo^y acclivity ; and on the 
other are some rich meadows^ which terminate at 
tfae yillage of Tintern. 

* Cambrian Tourist, 446. 
t i<o4gs)i lUnBtratii»B>olBn«wh History, vol,d*|>. 21i. 



Digitized by Google 



43 

Upon Tomiditig the point at I>yu-weiry -flhr 
'dbM^b, of Tiiileni, 4Mi^ a few jfatds from the 
water's edge, has a singalar and picturesque ap- 
ptKOUMSb* A tease,' foimeriy bdoagiag la Ike 
fiunily of Fielding was battered, says Tradition, by 
Ae pariSanentafy tioopa, from fh^ brow of the 
iiiii^ on the oppodte ude of the river, where 4here 
lias cartmly 4Me& «n encampment* 

* 

'Froni TSntera vm soon reach the celebrated 
ruin of the Abbey, estimated with its appendages^ 
die most beaattfol and pictnresqaa . view on the 
river* Mr« Glover considers this opinion, as chiefly 
4eunded upon the rain ; and the declaration of Sir 
iL C. Hoare is, thai " (his abbey (as to the first 
conp d* ceil) exceeds every ruin lie had seen either 
in England or Wales/* The fact 4s, that the 
-scenes dn the Wye are not proper subjects cf com* 
parison ; that Tintem ranks in the scale of interest 
with any ; but that such interest, though of equal 
strength, is of distinct ^^aracter* One is curioua 
and beautifully dressed rock 9 as Coldwell; another, 
picturesqae craigs, as the New Weir; a thirds as 
4bbey Tintern, a fine woody »n phi theatre brought 
iitto doable iifeset by the ruin ; a fourth, as Windcliff 
a^ grand jassemblage of precipice,, and irregular 
abyss* 

* 

4 

Mr, Gilpin says, *^ TirUern^ Abbey occupies a 
^gmle^anmMce^m thMttiddle 4if a ^cisenlaK ^palk|y> 
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beantifally nereened on all sides by woody hills, 
through which the river winds its course ; and the 
hiUsy dosing on its entnoice and on its exit, leave . 
no. room for iaclement blasts to enter. A more 
pleasing retreat conld not easily be found. The 
woods and glades intermixed ; the winding of the 
river; the .yariety of the ground; the splendid 
luin, contrasted, with the objects of nature ; and 
the elegant line formed by the summits of the hiHs 
which include the whole, make altogether, a very 
enchanting piece of scenery. Every, thing around 
breathes an air so calm and tranquil, so sequester- 
ed from the commerce of life, that it is easy to 
conceive^ a man of warm imagination, in monkish 
times, might have been allured by such a scene to 
become an inhabitant of it**' 

No part of the ruins of Tintera is seen from 
the river, except the abbey«church. . It has been 
an elegant Gothic pile; but it does not make that 
appearance as a dhiani object which we expected. 
Though the parts are beautiful, the whole is ill 
shaped. Mo ruins of the tower are left, which 
might give form and contrast to the buttresses and 
walls. Instead of this, a number of gabel-ends 
hurt the eye with their regularity, and disgust it 
by the vulgarity of their shape, A mallet judi* 
ciousliy used (but who durst use it i) might be of 
serrice in fracturing some of them ; particularly 
those of the cross aisles^ which are most disagree- 
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able in themselves^ and confound the perspective," 

Bat were the bntlding ever so beantiful, en^ 
compassed as it is with shabby bouses^ it could 
make no appearance from the river. From a stand 
near the road it is seen to more advantage." 

** But if Tinteni-abbey be less striking as a 
distani object, it exhibits, on a nearer view, 
(when the whole together cannot be seen,) a very 
enchanting piece of ruin. The eye settles upon 
some of its nobler parts.— Nature has now made it 
her own. Time has worn off all traces of the 
chisel ; it has blunted the sharp edges of the rule 
and compass, and broken the regularity of oppo- 
sing parts. The figured ornaments of the east win- 
dow are gone : those of the west window are left« 
Most of the other windows, with their principal 
ornaments, remain." 

*^To these were superadded the ornaments of 
time. — ^Ivy in masses uncommonly laiige, had taken 
possession of many parts of the wall, and given 
a happy eontrast to the grey-coloured stone of 
which the building is composed : nor was this nn* 
decorated. Mosses of various hues, with lychens, 
'maiden-hair, penny-leaf, and other bumhie pliiitts, 
had overspread the surface, or hjung from every joint 
and crevice. Some of th^m'were in flower, others 
only in leaf ; but all together gave those f ull-biowtt 
tints wbicli add the riehest flniahihg to a ruin/'^ 



^'Such is the beautiful appearance wfaich Ho-- 
^ tern Abbey eihibilt on tbe wtride^ in those parts 
trbere we can obtain a nearer Tiew of it. Bot 
whM we ailn^ ii we ^ee it in mtMlt perfection ; mt 
least if we consider it as an independent object, 
unconnected with landscape; The toof is gqne^ 
but the walls, and pillarss abutments which 
suppotted it are entire. A few of the pillars ham 
lindeed given way ; and here and there apiece of the 
facing of the wall : but in corresponding parts, ene 
always remains to tell tbe stoiy. . The pavement ia 
obliterated ; tbe elevation of the choir is no longer 
▼Uible ; the whole area is reduced into one levels 
cleared of rubbisbf and covered with neat turf, 
closely shorn; and interrupted with nothing l^at 
the noble columns which formed the aisles and sup* 
ported tbe lowesb" 

When we stood at one end of this awful piece 
of ruin» and surveyed the wholen one Tiew; *tha . 
dMente of tAt and eartbt its only covenng ^ 
pavement ; and tbe grand and venemble remriM 
vhieh terminated both, perfect enough to lofoa th^ 
perspective, yet broken enough to destroy tbe ie« 
golaiitf^tbe eye was abo«e measaie delighted 
with the beauty, the greatness, and the novel^ oiP 
Ibe scene* More pi9iumqu0 it ceilainly woiiW 
have been, if Ijie area, unadorned, had been left 
with ^ ite »ugh ftngniento of f nin scattered 

mrd i an4 bold was tbe liaaA tU»t smx&fii Khm i 
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yel as the ouUidft-of ih& ruin, which is the chief 
object of pi^Ouresqite euriosiiyf is still le£l' in 
all its wild aad native rudeness, we excuse, pei^ 
liaps we approve, the neatness that is introdueed 
within : it majf add to the bmuty of the scene ; to 
its namdtjf it undoubtedly doe^/* Thus Gilpin. 

His connivance at the bowIlDg-g^reen area is not 
howeveruntversally approved; for it is observed^ 
that^the care which has been officiously taken to 
remove every fragment lying scattered through the 
imiueDse area of the fabric, and the siuoothtiess of 
the shortf grass, which no scythe should*bave dared 
to clip, in a great measure perverts the character 
of the scene* These circumstances but ill accord 
with the mutilated walls of an ancient ruin.^ This 
is all very trne, for such ironing the surface, as if 
it were liuen, certainly will spoil any picture wfaatn 
ever by infallibly introducing primness and foim- 
ality ; but petticoats and high grass do not ' hat- 
monize, 'and ladies would- not promenade among 
nettles, and risque encountering toads and snakes, 
who are fond of ruineu* beaps* 

Tintern Abbey is an object worthy visiting by 
all deiBcriptions of persons, which circutnstance> Jf 
comfort were excluded, would not ensue with 
regard to any others^ than Antiquaries, and Ar»v 



* Cambrian Tourist^.p. 44Si 



tists who lore groping^aad dbr^rd wet feel aMl^ 
bgB. RmMvil of the oieiimMiitt «as foolirii^ bat 
mowimf of the area jraa iiidisj^iiBible» if pe&ife 
weioto wrikabimt itpleiSMtl^ AfnOm 
nark on the subject will be made bereaftei* 

« 

The nde of the CSsterciaB monks, who were- 
great aj^dultiiristSt was to chuse sequestered 
i|MlB of e^qiisite pietures^ htautj. 

Nedajt near Sottthamptoiit is a striking speci* 

mm ; asd by taking i» the odscape, a picture in 
the whel0» fioer.than Tintem ; but not as a ttmited* 
landscape* The chroQicle of Tintera Abbey stateSj 
that WiUimn Fitaosbert^ Earl of Owe- in Nonnan^^ 
was presented by the Conqueror with the manors 
of Woiknton and Ttdeaham^ . for thh maialenance 
of a garrison and forces^ to effect conquests over the- 
Wetph« He left a son, Richard» who had the same 
privileges and Richard bad issue> Walter. This 
Widter^efter his aneestomand himself had acqotred 
aU Nether-wem and half of Gma, then founded 
Tintem Abbey, in the year tlSl.^ Thus the- 
Abbey Chronicle ; and here it is fit to make a 
short pause. Leiand says There was a ssnctaary 
graunted to Tinterne, but ithath not be usid many 
a day."f It is well known that sanctuary was 
annexed to most of the Welch Churches; thad 

♦ iugdale's Monasticon, i. J2i^ 
t Colleaanea, I. lOdL. 
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Am iMiUt «t, or mv OnMScal plaees Qf 
miBhip4 aad Ouit ttmae of CbnUiiui appioprigr 
tm» deserted by the British clergy, were favorite 
spots Xor donatioBs to abfaaes amoaf the Anglo- 
fiaaoMy Aat Ae)pari|^tnot disgust the prejudices 
of the conquered^ Xbeodoiick, a Christian 
prince, had a pabee just by. There is room to 
tfiinfc, that Walt^r^ the fiat. founder, by way of 
amenda kommable^ for his conquest over the 
Wokb, did hkeCannteat Edoumdsbary, found an 
ahbqr iipon a spot prerionsly sanctified* This 
foondation was however far fram compkte, for 
WilKanaJlaTshalU Earl of Pembroke, in his con* 
firmalidn dl^wtkMs^ dated 7« Henrjr iii, mentions do> 
nations of bis ancestors and other founders and 
doBora; as ako the gift of Trriieck, a Drnidical 
spot, by Gilbert and Richard StrongUow.lj Wal- 
ter ^ingin ]>133, only me yMr after (he fonnda*^ 
tion, without issue, and of course without time to 
ilnish sneh a pile of buildinirt was succeeded by 
Gilbert, his brother and heir, first Earl of Pern- - 
broke» anmanred Strongs-bow, a tern of the day 
for a great Warrior ; not implying skill in archery, 
which men at arms did not use.* He died in U48, 
and was buried at Tintern. To his titlea and 
estates aueceeded his son Richard Strong-bow. 

« 

t Rowlands^s Mona ^tiqua, p. 221, 
% Xv Scriptores, p. 60. || Du^dale, i. 723. 

* The term Bow . was a common cant expression Ta* 
i^iu»Jlj[a£pUe4« Sfee' Donee on Shakespeare^ 
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He died in 1 17^, and feftan only d'aughter Isabella; 
aiie was married to WiUiam Marshall, the elder, 
whodied and waatafied at the Temple^ Loiidoo, 
ro 1219. The issue of this William and Isabella 
wai five aotia and as um»f daagiitem. The femer 
were all successively Earls of Pembroke, brother 
after brother, but. died chiidlesa.- Matilda the 
eldest daughter, married Hugh Bigot, Eari of 
Norfolk and Suffolk, by whom she had a aoa, 
Hngh. Thia kat Hogh waa the father of Bi^r 
Big^otjf who, as William of Worcester asserts 
from the Abbey Obituary* built the church of 
TtBtera, which waa cmaacrated for dmna. amice 
in 12S7. His arms were accordingly placed in 
Ae east wiediyw. . Upee the aappoeitioiH that the 
date of the fuuodation is always, that of the fabrick, 
a positioD which iaatanoea beyond aumber confiale, 

this dale of William of Worcester is denied, but 
uojustiy* The church is.inall its parts, a unique 
whole, a copy of Saliabory Cathedral, built only 
a few years before; and whatever were the former 
buildings, (like Chepstow Caatle, of the same 
Rtyle of architecture, aud belouging to Rogei,) 
they were both mixed up in the same fabrick, and 
probably by the same woihmen. At Chepstow 
there are external marks of this alteration, but«at ' 
Tlntero none, at leaat viaible, possibly because 
there i9 no access to the cript : all is in the. stjflocr 

t.I)"^i»^e vbi sadca. 
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#rdlt laOiMnliiiy, i.e. iathft wrvbrfMr.ft 

The HmmMmce hatwetn tiiii ehmeh, ni limit 
efNetIey» of the same «m, isaUeiv^ The w.«8t 
viadew hm the maUione petftelt aid meet hwftr 

Uful the; are, |i| pattern. SUll reasonable doubts 

m}fht,ml»i$miAwh0am th* chiM:eb ^mj^m 

^oi»Iileteia 12B7: for the great eastera window^ 
ef the vhole width of the choir^ w4 
mdalnoelaelugiiaatfiemiiltiiig, iaeftheji^ 
of the next ceitoiy.f It was stripped of ift 
latd itt the wait of Chaiiee I. and at the 
feagth of the church is 228 feet, th0 hreadtb 150, 
af aamr the httgbt of the taakiagt wai (areoidU« 

la Ae usual rule)of the last admeasurement. § Whea 

IheidMr^af thaAMMyiathmiaefM* thaaoddM 

is astoaiahiaf i - 

Whatever may be the offence to the picturesque, 
falaadflcape ^aaideiatioat by. keefnng the interior 
of the church in the state of a green lawn, it ii 
plaia that it n^ives a mighty effect«to Ih^ arcbi*^ 
teetaral beauty of the interior, by not distiaeting 
the eye from its elegant proportions : leaving the 
iriibia ai^ uaiacnaiherfsd view ; and addin|p a aoleoiii 
jac4^i€y« ^hich introdaces reflection and pensiTe<« 

'••Btflaaahs ii. 63. % wm'^ Catbedrals^ii^ 

m. Wittaift of 1f^0fv«itar aiplkei It «^ II 
We. ff fe^. 
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iMiu Tbs gnati tmek-groimd^ Mwn thitnifb the 

east-window, is truly subUine. The ivy especially 
on the right side of the tmt, dosteis in a manner 
mhich no scene of the kind, ever surpassed, per- , 
haps never equalled— and ail this in a spotj aronnd 
wfaieh natare has spread an awful bofiness. It is a | 
hermitage scene ; no flaunting flowers, or yellow 
heaths : bat the attempered sober majesty of re- 
Uiion, where the lofty heights reduce the glaring 
day to a meek twilight^ and a serene dark green 
of unvarying ^vood preserves the mind from any 
incongruous intrusion. 

' Such, even in ruin, is Ao/^Tiatern : what would 
it be, if entire, and as aneiently with storied 
windows riehly digbt." The splendid hues would 
form a singukr.oontrast to the gloomy grandeur of 
its shadowy recesses. The dianfea of the day j 
and season would vary the effect, and give a new ! 
asp^t to the objects of illnmination. The lays of 
the sun at noon, streaming throii|»h the stained 
glass, would communicate its vivid .tinge to the i 
mde effigies ^n marble, and heraldic distinctions, 
with which the tombs and monuments were deco- 
rated. The approach of evening would deepen 
. this visionary tone, and night add an indescribable 
solemnity. The moout in a cloudless sky, shedding 
her beams thnmgh ilie painted glass on the dim 
^rioes and fugitive mennirialaof the dead, in the 
iimieiw oavoi would foim w imposing combi^ 
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ttUioB with Ibe gUmnerio^ dtam of Um deitjr/ 

aad a nartyrdomy or mournful story of the passion, 
▼Widiy depicted in aneievaied compartmaoi of the 
wiadow**— The whole woidd aeqiiire a nandest 
character from ibe stillnefia ot an hour, broken 
ealjr by the echow ef a tolilary fooi-faU, or the 
melancholy cry of the birds oi uight. 

In the dark ages, when the mind was more 
open to ttotiona of preteniatiiral agency* and the 
ijEnagi nation leas under the controul of reflection, 
the effect of such a tcene must have been incal* 

culable* A monk, " or pale-eyed virs^n,'* at 
their orisons^ or even a steel-clad knight of the 
cms, pacing the cold stone floor at midnight, in 
performance of his vow, and impressed with the 
prevailing belief, that the spirits of the deceased 

were nightly permitted to revisit the abodes of the 

fiying, might well raise their eyes to the lofty 

casement, in apprehension, that some sainted 

figure would descend from its station on the glass* 

and reveal . a ' messenger from another .woi1d« For 

even an ordinary mind might thiuk^*' 

^ Inssehaplaeei asthls, atsscii an houu 
If aught of ancestry can be beHeved, 

Descending angels have conversed with man, 
And told the secrets of the world unknown.'^* 

The admirable effect of fine architectural build- 



* This fine passive on stfimed g-las^, is from the 

litsmy Oaaette ef Jfaljr i&U, p. p. ad| 27. 
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lugs by uoo^ghi is well kaowii ; and men of fancy 
and flentiiiMil' iMMre.htpipily applM therale -to 
iapieme Tain. Oae of them thus depicts bis 
wishes^ with lAkii peiSQM fif taste will eoiaddey 
■ except with regard to the ghost part, iip(m which 
tlieie ml imrtidbly el[iat moeh ditfM^ iftiot of 
opinion, at least of inclination* 

The gieat tfee, he aays, or Tegetalde ^rock^ 
or Emperor of the Oaks (if you please) before 
which yon and I bowed with a sort of lefenMe-in 
Ihe^ldsofTintern, and which for so many ages 
has borne all the blasts and bolts of Heafeo;.! 
should deem it a gratification of a superior fciac^ 
fa approach again with ^'nmiaiidalcdftol'* to pay 
the same homage, and to kindle with the same 
devotidttv-^Bnt i riiould find amidst the magiiiiU 
cient ruins of the adjoining abbey, something of 
nanblimer cast^ te interest and giire poignancy te 
my feelings, I must be done* My mi^d must 
be cAb end penitf ve. It nnst be wdnight. The 
moon half veiled in clouds, must be just emeig* 
ing from behind the nelgfabonring hills. AH 
must be silent^ except the wind, gently rushing 
among the ivy of (he nnns.««^The river kiKng1>y 
itsfunt mmmurings, its guardian genius to repose^ 
and the owl whose funeral shriek would sometimes 
•die along the walls in mysterious echoes. I should 
ihen invoke the ghosts of the abbey; and fancy 

mitin one stsokeiBfihcf nagiek wendj woiddmMHe 
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Afivi AKNDniiheir 4ii8t]r btds^ and lead tfiem into 
iha ceiUfA of ihe riiio. I abfluld d(f>rQaeb tbs^e 
abadoiijf Mistenoes .mtfi jtevciiencf^ riQAke eo* 
qairies respeciiog .ihe ovstoms and maamrs* md 
-^eoiits and iaie antiquity^ de«ire 'to dave a 
glimpse of ihe destiny of future ajgpBff^ Attd eutei* 
upon coDTersatioQS which woald be too sacred and 
even dangerous to tomfuumottte,'^ 

.fiowZiiateni iiMuild.be amoat.wifortiiafttespDt 
tor visits^ef speeulalioQ concernu^g fut4ue destim^j 

.atJeast in the<minds of old 4f70flien».iind poei^, 
{who ceseiatile in maoy points . old wom^u) for 

. wpeiatittoD and imi^nation .are ^xeiatiKea* It js 
a^iognJar coincidenCfe, that two Aia^jracmgbt x;^* 
foge at Tintern^ and only left it to meet violent 
deaths^ viz. Theodorick, King of Glamorgan, of 
fibam aider the iltaloneal.paft, and King Ed- 
ward it. who fled here from id)e.ptir»ik of his 

She-irtK."t 

Of the scattered remaitiSy :many fine capitals of 
rich foliage, and beautiful mouldings, with qua* 
•leilbUs, i^eseltes, and finely . propoili^aed ogees, 
are interestfng to the antiquary. There are calso 
broken effigies of a knight in chain mail, apavache 
shield, and crossed legs, aa a'Crfistfder, oraTowee 
to take the cross: of an image of the Virgin Mary ; 

« Reels' RematESy p. a(>4« f Sniyth** Berkeley 

^•^•s.praa6. 
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and a third of less easy ascription. The figare of 
the knight is ascribed to Gilbert Strongbow, vpoH 
the autliority of his interment here, mentioned by 
' the Abbey, Chronicle* It has been 4oabted» be-» 
cause he has been also said to ha?e been buried at 
Dablin and at Gloucester* 

The term may have been used from celebration 

of the funeral service in those churches, from res- 
pect or benefactions. Thus Queen Elizabeth was 
buried, and a picture of her tomb placed in nu* 
merous churches.* l lie custom was continued at 
least till (he last centuiyt even with respect to 
Clerg^ymen who held two livings, the burial ser- 
vice being performed in both their churches, and 
entries made accordingly in the Regi9ters.f 

This of Tintern is by the style of the armour* | 
undoubtedly of the 12tb century, and therefore 
most probably refers to Gilbert Strongbow. The 
rude sculpture of the hand has given rise to an 
opinion that he had five fingers. 

The third effigy is that of a Saint, wrongly 

called an Abbot, though under a niche. It is in 

♦ Fuller's Clmrch History, Cent. xvii. p. 5. See too 
Strype's Stowe and 'Maitland. t Thus concerning | 
the Author's Great Grandfather, vfho was Aector of 
Aeton Seott, and Vicar of DMdlebary, coanty Salop, 
who died in ffm, there are banal entries in the fie- 
gisters Qf both Parishes. 
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liM.Tdief, lying upon bm: and leems to allude 

to that passage of the Golden Legend,:!: in tka. 
Life of St» . Laurence, where Decyanaaya brynge 
hyder a bedde of iron yt Laurence contymax may 
lie thereon,'' which bed has been converted into a 
gridiron, as the aymbol of that Mdnt. 

♦ 

STAGE Fli'TH, 

Tinteim Abbey to Chepstow. 



FIRST, NEVETT'S — 5BCOKD, WINDCLIFF— THIRD 
lover's leap — FOURTH, PIERSPIELD WALKS 
—FIFTH, TWfiLVfi APOSTLES— B I UH, CHEF*. 
aXOWr CASTLE. 

Isft Bank. 

FIRST, BANNAGOR CRAGS— SECOfID, FBYBRV 
ROCKS TUIRD9 LANCAUT -FOURTH!, PIERS- 
FIELD BAY-~FIFTH, TIDDEKUAM EOCKS— 
SIXTH, TUT8HILL. 

Gilpin says, The conntry abont Tintern 

abbey hath been described as a solitary, tranquil 
silence ; but its immediate environs only are meant. 
Within half a mile of it, are carried on great iron- 
works, which introduce noise and bustle into these 
legions of tranquillity.*' . 

I Foi. exxxv. £d. IMS. 
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*^ The ground about these works a ppeafsfion 
tlie rirer to consist of grand woody hiite, sweej^g^' 
and intersecting each other in elegant hnes. Tboy 
ore a continuation of the sane ktml of laniaMpe 
all thai about Tintern^abfoey, and are fuUy equai 
to it." 

^ As we still descend the river^ the saute 
scenery continues : the banks are equally steep^ 
winding* and woody ; and in soone parts diversified 
by prominent rocks, and ground finely broken and 
adorned/' 

^* Bat one great disadvaatage began here to 
invade us. Hitherto the liver had been clear and 
^afplendid ; fefleeling the aevaial^ibjecU on its banks^ 
BcR its waters now became ouzy and discoionmi. 
Sludgy. Aores too appeared- en each side; end 
other syniptons which discovered the influence of 
a tide." Tims Gilpin. 

TI^ ground of the right bank ol Ibe river, jo}k 
which stands Abbey Tiniem^ iVindc^^ fiUr^ 
Jield^ and Chepstow Castle^ consists of an ior 
dented or scolkiped otttIitte» forming bays and 
promontories. The fouodauon or base of tlm 
otftHne, is a faoHow horse^Aoe concavity^ lilie- 
that of a Greek Theatre, but infiuiteiy larger, in 

> 

die middle of which is a g«ntie elevation. In • 
short take the capital letter S and join on to itM 
the lower curves e capital <? with the Arch upper-^ 
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mostf or make a serpentine line and join to it 
at the bottom a convex semicirGle ; WindclifF 
will then be at the - top of the ietteir or line* 
and Tintem Ahhey in the middle of or the 
.aemieirde. 

The taste displayed in the sitoation of the 
Abbey is conspicoons, for it Mrould have been 
buried, had the area been flat^ by the immense 
height of the sorronnding sylvan amphitheatre, 
and its parts would have appeared diminutive; 
butt as it is, nature and art assist each other. The 
fore-ground is not naturally poor, and is, furthor 
gloriously enriched by the ridn. The riveif after 
skirting the Abbey sideways^ turns short to the 
right, and from hence commences a new character 
of Wye Scenery ; the leading feature is.precipicet 
in all its massy grandeur, relieved in places, but 
partially by wood. The height is tremendous the 
acclivities often such as not to be stood upon ; 
occasionally undermined by the river, which thus 
runs under an arch, and the outlines, ridges in- 
tercepting each other, or Ispping over. The wind«>. 
ing water*course makes promontories of the shore^ 
fiiat on one side, . then on the other. Soon, after 
leaving the abbey, the long line of Bianuagor Crags 
f onus a perpendicular rampart on the left, wholly 
bare, except where a few shrubs spring from the 
crevices, or fringe their sumqiits ; on ihe opposite 
fiidfi> the river is skirted by narrow slips of rich. 
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pasture, rising into wooded acclivities, on mbi^ 
towers the Wiuddifi; a perpendrculariiiassof rockr 
'ovethuner #ith tlitdc^ts. the er tmt^^ Wad- 
cliff feat a house called Netett's. l%e ground 
rises in steps. On the edge of the watiSr ate'ttst- 
row slips of pasture in a convex form, winding' 
louod a steep bank of rock and thicket. Above 
this is a flat plateati of 'tible-^rovnd'diirided into 
fields with a good house in the centre. Behind rises^ 
IVindcliff, a Giant WiCh a hairy skin of wood, and 
a liead with enormous teeth of rock, accoropanied 
with other hilly Polyphemiises of inferior terror of 
Okaracter. This is the fiist of three peninsulas, 
'^and the scenery as viewed from Tiddenham Chase^ 
is so wild and granS as to defy verbal description. 
It corrects the base of Windcliff, tenased and , 
' fomal,. t>ut pleasingly unusaaK From the boat 
ihe'scene cannot equally be embraced in all its. 
great features. 

This wild spot terminates at Windcliff, which , 
forms one extremity of the Piersfield amphitheatre. . 
Fancy without vision cannot convey correct por- , 
traits of the must common dbjects ot nature: and 
it is therefore better to say, that the bay of Piers-*-. 
field presents panorama of rock scenery and deep ' 
abyss; notsijniply grand, but dreadfully sublime;. | 
' and that not by mere naked cliffs, as th^Bullers of ' 
^uciian, but cloathed precipices of savage grand<« i 
our, like the terrific, gorgeousness th^- Ii^Um. 
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The :pai(i4MdaM .maemimg iWinddiff, PrniAdd 

.mid Chepstow, which do not imply vision ifrom 
iihe'ivalar, mil be^gmDao ithe nffiitt stage, it is 

therefore beie avflMflUt^ to say, liMtthe form of 
.liie-doiible Bay from the prmaonloiy >of Wind#l(lf 
«to»tfwt<yf>Obepslow, is llMl*of tlwk(lsf BlengCh- 

ways, with rtide aod jagged outlines : the slrail%r 
-fsit bwm^ 4ke psehs odgiiig Tiddeiihaai Ohasef 

mai ike eroeked side the vidge of MoisCsU 

I^UAdSt tlie walks of which areshelv^Sj cut^ ei:- 
uoept itt>e«i6>#rt«o' pasts, -ssHiid'tlw ivpper rim ^f 
* Ibeprecipice. This last is e:^ceecliu^ly high ainl 
tstaop, .and^hmig mth •mod. She nver wiiids 

closely under it, and at Isir ^ater is a aMre wide 

muddy ^uiu 

After doubling Windeliff; the boat enters %n 
abyss hequned in by the heights of Piersfitid, on 
the right sboify and of Tiddenham on the ief^« .|n 
theceutreis ihe.seequd peninsula of Lancau,^, 
jMirtlf flat,, piirtly a slope frgm Tiddenham Cbase. 
The river encircles on the left, a farm of good 
meadows, .with a house upon called Lai, cant 
CMage. The church is also to be seen. On U^e 
ij^l^ty are twelve cvdous proje(;tin^ rocks, beariijg 
the names of the Apostles and a thirteenth .denp^m* 
ilM^tedSt. Peter's ThuuAb. They resemble the 
bastions of a Castle, and return a sunprizing rever-- 
beration of sound. Of the Lovefs Leap, mention^ 
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The Bext and last reach brtofs Ihe Toarkl into 
Piersfield Bay, and sight of Chepst ow Castle, 
which lines a projecting^ ridge of rock^ that forms 
the third isthmns. It stands iipmi the hig&eat 
part of an immense perpendicular-si ikd crag. 

This Biajesiie remain aay the Travelleif , is 
highly interesting. The ancient Gothic entrance 
partly in ruins; the irregular breaks andapron* 
inencesjn the form of the baiMKng, ara- ki nuiny 
parts overgrowQ with large clumps of Ivy, ami 
▼ariegated shrubs; sometimes beantifuUy ciuslerod 
among the fragments of the Castle, and again 
falling down and enriching the white and awful 
cliff below/'* Thus they. 

The grand feature of the view beyond that of 
other castles, is the commanding elevation of the 
mutilated keep, which assumes a very picturesque 
attitude, and gives a sublimity to the whole, that 
othei wise would look like a mere Town-wall, i. e, 
be too loW| and in the ruined parts heapish. 

The new iron bridgq is elegant, light and airy^, 
but introduces an inharmonious formality into the- 
genera] scene. The old bridge of carpentry, on 
the Roman model, was a real curiosity; being s 
' bridge mounted like a 8chooI*boy on stilts, in the 
attitude of going to walk.f Tiddenham rocks 
and Tutshill slope, on the left, are in fine record*-, 
ance, as welj as tht tore-ground of crags. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

• Nicholgon, col. 1360. f A jood view .f || i» eiven 
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Chep^ow to WindeUff. 



I 

SECOND^ PIEftSFXELD — THIRD, WINDCLW. 

Ohbpstow. Afchdeacon Coxe sayf, that <^he 

had seldom visited aoy town, who.se picturesque 

ailiatioQ smrpasses that of Chepstow/' aad Mr. 
WynAmm aiserta Ibat ^^the beautiea are so un- 

eommoniy excellent, that the most ^iLact critie 
in landscape, woold aearcdy wMi, to alter a 

position in the assemblage of woods^ cli&, ixxim 
and water." 

7iwfir4^e^ifithaiMiatl0» ^iny ii^ 

l^th of a projectiiig rock, aud 4 i^ery fiae ^eiQaiQ^« 
Chepstow merely signifies market-place ; but uodif 
the name of Estbrighoel or Stri^uil, the castle is 
mentioned in Doomsday book; and is said to have 
been bnilt l>y WilKam Fitasosbom, Earl of fler^ord, 
killed iu 1070, who erected it out of the ruins of 
the adjacent Caerwent, or Vmta SHurum. Oiosa 
affirms it to haye bee^n the work of some of the 
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soon appear) that ihe M eaatlo was neatly all taken 
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dowSf and rebuill in lh« IStlt centorjr.^ The 

Duke of Beaufort huids it descent fiom the 
Herberts* 

Ctotlee were bnilt according to the foru of the 

ground, that of Caerlaverock, beiog a triaagk; 
and Cbepetow castle, is a pardlogramt npm a 

tongue of land, consisting of successive courts or 
baileys; flanked on the .land side bj an immense 
ditch, and the town walls ; on the other side by 
the Wye. 



The entrance is by a gateway with round towers, 

between them a machicollat'ioD. The former 
were considered necessary, like arms for the 
human body, to protect the entiance: and the 
latter was used for throwing down stones and torches 
upon the enemy, and water, if he shonid attempt 
to bum the Gates.f These hist remain, and consist 
of planks, covered with iron plates, laid upon a 
strong lattice, and fastened by iron bolta. It wan 
usual to case gates with iron or leather against 

« 

Within on^ door is the origioal wicket, about 
three ieet high, and only eighteen inches bioud ; 
and is cut out so as to leave a very high step. It 

is even ^^uiaUer than a coach door. Gioovcs for a 



* The Castle Is mentioned in Collinses Peerag-c, ii. 30. 
vU. 406. Ed. 1761. f Alberti de re edifieat. 4ta, 

Par. 1519. fol. Iv. a, I Id. Iv, 
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|K>rtcuUi5y and two large nuiud fuQaels» appear ia 

4he Alrch, for pooriiigr down melted lead and beiliBf^ 
water. On the left of the gate runs a wall, with 
4i iMnd tower and square atair^aae tnrrei at the 
comer. The whole aspect ia feadally graod. 

From this you enter the second court, as it is 
called, consistiDg entirely of the ancient offices 
and apartments of the modern keeper. On iht 
right hand is whai is calUd the hallj^and kitchen ; 
which baye windows of the style of the 13th centor v, 
and stairs lead from it into the iiall. It is a small 
jTOom, a aemnts*, not a castle hall. There was a 
cistern for rain waler^ aad the pipe ran ibjou^h 

ibe wall. 

All this eonft was, in this, and most other 

i^astles of the sera, expressly devoted to the ser- 
vants and garrison. Whoever has read the denom- 
inations and nnmber of apartments, in ancient 
castles,* will also know, that antiquaries them* 
selves cannot elucidate them all, much less ig- 
norant Cicerones. ' . 

There are said to have been sixteen towers* A 
line of communication, \. e. a terrased walk, at 
least now, runs inside the outer wall, along the 
whole building, ascending by steps from tower to 

tower. Iq the old Norman keep, this gallery used. 
In like mannert to run under arches^ round the 

• See Leland's Collectanea, ii, 658. 
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inside. Thff liwiif^ a MHi century cwtte, 
ivhttft ihe 4eieice Momled oC aonerous toweiSy 
not tMiliiTy^ Mil of iMmMirfeilloD irag^allMwl 

aceordlfii^y. Passing by the Tain at4eflipt to 
ideii% *AMb of afMrtiMali^ not nm lo beoppo- 
priated, it is 6t to proceed to tiie principal build- 
ing, now called the ehopd^ but, in fact, the site 
of the first castle, and composedof partof it. 

At Hedingham, in Essex, a Norman keep 
T^HhtMd In filtSfsf^.'^ Withia 4be iniki- 
tttg are numerous arches, in stories over oaeh 
o(tert tvilh paissages in the wall ail found, and 
€ietdi$ ike ntfdkte ia tme liABittnBe wittd aioh, 
apparently to strengthen the roof, upon whidi, 
nan and enginea weie placed. A cnrtain or pai^ 
titiou thus divided the apartment into two. Now 
at Chepftow, opoa one aide of the cbapei, wo seo 
half this immense arch walled up, showing, thai 
. the old fabric was much higher than the present ; 
and oatnde the same wall are Roman bricks. 

This then was a part of the old Norman eastie, 
worked into a new building of the 13th century, 
and was only the middle of the old keepr : Ibr 
Saxon keep8» being on the very outward waU of 
the aastla aErea,t the ancient building stood upon 
the edge of the rock o?er the Wye.« A lan^e of 
ludm is seen within, ascribed to statues of the 

'* Ei^aved ia Britton s Architectural Antiquities, 
iii. p. 27, 28. f King 8 Mttuinieuta Antiq. u. 29. 
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kirfh« Apo8lle»> bnt mtud in Narrnan keeps, and 

called by presnmption, seats for the guai d, or al- 
teiiduits.-^lti castles, the ehapei was, commeiily 
aot the most striking edifice ; and as this beautiful 
remain has apartments above, there is e?erj reasoir 
to thinks (according^ to the aathor*8 opnion founded 
upou iDspection) that the lower part was not a chapelj 
but the grand hall, of which a beautiful window^ 
towards the W^e, was the oriel window* 

la double or treble castles of the latter styles, the 
giaad hiM, m al RaglMi, fmfnentlj fenaed tk« 
tSBtie. The upper appartments were for visitefrs, 
llnoiMlmndQsrte'bmittfith in th« nnniiMt styln' 

of the 13th century, havlag sknder sfa^ts of cot- 
umns and rich captidsoC foliage. — It was rendered 

impeiviuus lo ini^isile weapons by a terrace and 
wail, upon the very ed^^e of the cliff, as at Goodrich. 

In-ibiiuiaoeeMlioftlw cMtle,* it*^ said, wM 

i)y natives of our nister island, but certainly some 
of the BttU finiiiir, lbMt$Mne ijhm tmcn Jire 
place in the whole huildhng^ hut that twenfy-fmr 
KkimMjfS remain^ one of which is handsomely dec** 
i>rated on the outside, and glazed within to prevent 
the accumulation of soot. Now iu one of the towers, 
wtiieA hat m fire place of the, flaiarcfa of the last 
Coihic aera, was imprisoned Henry Martin^ a 

» WH/MMm^ «ol. 30S, aOA^ 
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Regicide, wlio ftigrned the warrant &r ttie murder 

of Caailefi L but beiog loo contemptible lo be 
daDgeroiM» his life was spared upon eonditioii of 
perpetual confiuement, or rather aunreiUauce. 

Cbalmen says, that he was only a parli^meDt- 
ary buffoon^*'* and though party principles may 
exj^D the cause of the hospitality and friendship, 
which he found m this viciuity, it is certain}y in 
bed taste to collect materials for his history. A 
Fool who sets up for a Rog^ue, only gets duped 
himself; and if hebe aFanatick also in any poiiit» 
lie is vselid for others, who employ him, in mder 
that in the erent of ill success, he may auffier in- 
sleedof them8elvea.t 

Upon the view of the archileetare of this casUe, 
there is every reason to think, that it was rebuilt 
by Roger Kgod, aboat the same time with Untem 
Abbey diurck It underwent soaaie partial altera- 
tisM, in the end of the 16th century, piobttbly 
by William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, who was 
deeply engaged in the wars of York and Lancaster. 

Subterraneous passages were, says Alberti, to be 
annexed to Castles, for the purpose of sending 

e BCoffraph. IHction. ZTili. 602. f Only six of 

the Regicloeft sufferad. The most cruel circamttsuce 

in the trial of them was, that seTeral of the popular party 
sate as their Jadg>e8, and doomed them to die, for that 
rebel Hon, to which they had incited thest. Memoirt of 
Jamea II. 154. 
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omlmesmigerB;* and Mr. Barber was hert shown 

an Moder ground roomj with a groined roof^ ex* 
cavaledin the rock, and opening to the overhangs* 

iug brow of the cliff.f 

Tba town was ?ery strongly walled^ and the ro» 
aaini an considerable* 

4 

Here was a cell of the foreign abbey of Conneilles 
aa early as the reign of Stephen. j; On the north 
ride of the Chapel of this Priory, are Roman 
bikks*! As to the luius oi it, 

The pieaent paiish Choieb, say the TraTel]en|l 

ittclndes most of its remains, which form a curions 
specimett of eaily arehttectnfe. A Tower stood at 

the eastern end of the present buildin^^, which fell 
down. At the angles on the outside are severd 
aseienl dostered colomns, which ha^e supported 
one of the arches. Beyond this the choir extend- 
ed. The entrance was by a semicifcnlar arched 
dooi-way, ornamented with crenated, billeted, and 
Other mouldings, resting on five short rcce^ag 
columns upon a side without pedestals, with simple 
uniform capitals. A similar decorated arch of 
smalier dimenrions, springing from two coDateral 

* Albert!, fol. \xv. That pfaTiaHsm may not be sus- 
pected, it 18 to be obsenred, that the quotations from 
Albertf, trfthmany other Iptcrealing CTtracto es a e e i m tng 
Castles wore used by the Author in bis review df Bsj- 

ley's Tower of Lond oan G ents. fVfag'azine, 18S1 

t Nicholson, col. 367. t Tanner** Notitia. \ GeagVa 
Cwdeu. U Id. d6S. 
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colmnni, k on each side the dcMur^way ; bat m 

half obscured and disfigured by an external pojch 
of whieh a yie w is giTen by Mr Goau* Tbe pranut 
nave seems to have been considerably larger. It 
ia separated from the aisles by ranges of circular 
•ancbea, feeling upon massive piers. On ^he S. 
side of the Chancei, under a canopied momunent^ 
supported by eight Corinthian pillars, is a whole 
\englh figuxe of Henry, second Earl of Worces- 
ter/*t Near Piersfield Lodge, are some vemainsof ^ 
the Priory of St. K^ nemark ; near the Beaufor^t 
Arms, some ancient arched door-ways; under 
FydelFs 16og room, a vaulted cellar; and in 
£hdge-sti:^t» relicts of two ancient leligiatts 
edifices; one the cliapel of St. Am, used as a 
Iwk-bquse : the other acyoining |^wi3's Alma* 
llOQse. The <4d Gate has a ragged aspect, ivfaidh 
may be denominated the "Pock-fretted Gothick** 
fp. f^cfurance owing to the phjeical qmlitf 

Upon the Gloucestershire shore of the Wye, lies 
Tiddenham, Here are intrenobments, probablj 
Roman, and aftei vvaids occupied by others. A 
chapel^ dedicated to St. Tbcla, appears in mina. 
Her * Legend says, that she was a Virgin and 
Martyr, who after her conversion by St» Pad, 
awftied mder Nero at leonfam* Bat Jeroui gives 

• p. d6i. t Ea^j^^iii^gsndl^^ genealogical 
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htf }k higher characler. There was (heiayt) a 

very noble Roman lady, daughter of Marcellinus, 
a man of conanlar rank^ and named Melania* She 
made 'a pilgrima^ to Jemsaiemy and from her 
shining virtaes, received the name of 7Vc2a»** 
(from the Greek Kalas.)^ Pilgrimagea to the 
Holy Land, were -so common among" the Britons, 
thai there ia reason to think, this chapel mar ka 
the spot from whence they emharked. In ttia 
pariah commences Of^a*8 Dike, or bonndary 
between Wales and Mereiat which temiMtia al 
or near Flint. 

The retrospective view on the road to Beachlet 
and the Old Passage House is rich ; and thai by 
the shore extensive^ presenting the Forest of Dean, 
and conntiy down to Robin-hood Hill; over Glon* 

cestex. Aust Cliff opposite is very grand* 

PIERSFIELD. 

The road to thia eelebrated apot, is that of the- 
Tompike to Monmouth. Near the maains of Stw - 
Kynmark's Priory, not far from Piersfield Lodge, 
are fonndationa of. an old Chapel, which stood ai 

the west end of a field called Upper Peap. 

Jf the Touiistw goes to these ruins along the 
Shire ffewton road, and through the fields at the 

* Uascrii A&tiqaitates,,p. U0». 

u 3^ 
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back of a house called the Mount, he will enjoy 
a highly gnaiijfiog view of Chepfttaw and iu eiv* 
▼iroB8. — ^The entrance to Piewfieldifi, by a superb 
IxKlgej^ through U8ual» but fiue pack scenery. Fron. 
hence a winding road leads on the left to the Seat» 
on iLe right to the extremity of the Walks^ undec 
Chepstow, whence the lounge begins* 

Piemfiehi was long the property of the fhniily 
of Walters ; and in 1736 was sold to Coi. Morris, 
of diekklid of St. Vincait, father of VALKNTlirs 
Morris. In 1784 it was alieoated to George 
Smith, Esq. of Bomhallt county Dorhanit and in 
1794 to Mark Wood, who completed the 
inagQificent mansion, partly built by Mr, Smiths 
InlSOail was sold to Nathaniel Wdb» Esq^ th* 
present proprietor 

— < ~ 

Reed isa cii bei the house eloquently, ft h 
characterised he says mora by an elegant siiii^ 
plicity, than by princely magnificence. It is built 
wiA a ligbl feBO alaiio. The Bbrafy and daneini^ 
roOiQk constilute its two wings. The stair-case is 
omteniod. wilk Imbs picture* ot most exquiriln 
Tapestry, the production of a French Nunnery^f^ 
and the othai apart^nts -are decorated wi4b fur-* 
niture, painting, and statuary of the most costly 
and exseUeij^t ki^d. The style of the building is. 

» Mcbolsoii, 10Q>. t Oibers malts it of the Gobelin 

Manufacture, audonre the property of Lonis xri. The- 
subjects are takea from tke J^iatural Historj ol Africa^ 
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uncommoQlf fioe, posietiiog coiuaderable elefalioa 
todUktuffoiauM with exIeatiTe g roomlf, here 

rising into geotle swells, aod thereat gfnUy slojxiiig 

, Pienfidd, so far as depends upon art, was the 
creation of Valentine Morris, whom the author ol 
Ibis sketch, from hmng nailed when a boy^ knows 
to have been a man of very elegant manners* En- 
gaging in the rash attempt of removing tho M%9» 
gana of Tredegar from the representation of the 
eonnty, and being otherwise expensivet bo was 
obliged to retire from Pieisfisid. At bis last de» 
parture, he divided money among the poor assem- 
bled in the cbnrch-yard, shook each by the hand, 
and was followed to the Passage, by a procession 
of carriages.—* The bells rang a muffled peaL He 
wept ; and why he invited sneh a severe trial of 
his feelings at aU, would not be easy to account 
Ibr, ill a man, who did not like himself, overvalue 
popularity. As governor of St, Vincent's he got 
into scrapes^ (the pubKsbed accounts of which the 
author knows to be inaccurate ; and does not cor- 
net, because tbej only prove common evils, into 
wMcli men who ire invdved, plunge themselves^ 
and became a prisoner in the kiiig^s bench, where 
ha continned many years. In abort 'he was very 
amiable, hospitable and charitable^ with the comr* 

amn eoora* ^ i^uum of fasbian< 

^ Cpmain^ lift 
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Gilpin wrote in Mr. Morrises time; and be 
commenced his walk at tbe Windcliffend, and 
Ardideteon Coxe at St. Amn*a just by it* 

Mr. Gilpin eays* Mr. Morrie^s improfeneiils 
at Piersiield, which we aooa approached, are 
fenemlly thoa&ht as mneh worth a traTeller^s 
notice as any thing on tbe banks of the Wye. We 
pushed on shore dose nnder his racks ; and the 
tide bein^ at ebb, we landed with some difficulty 
on an oozy beach* One of our bargemen, who 
knew the plaee» served as a guide ; and nnder his 
conduct we climbed the steep, (apparently Wind- 
cHff,) by an easy^ regnlar zig-zag*** 

<^ The eminence on which we stood (one of those 

grand eminences which OTcrlook the Wye) is an 
intermixture of lock and wood» and fonus In. Ums. 

* 

place, a concave semicircle, sweeping round in a 
segment of two miles. The nver winds under it;, 
and the scenery, of eonrse, is shewn in various 
directions. The rifer itself, indeed, as we just- 
obsemdy is chaiged witb> the impurities of tbo 
soil it washes ; and when it ebbs, its verdant banks^ 
becmne slopes of mnd : but if we^ except these dis- 
adraotages, the situation, of Piersfield is noble*'* ' 

Little indeed was left for improvement, but to, 
open walks and views through the woods to the. 

various objects around themj to those chiefly of* 

the eminence on wiuch weetood* AU. this the iiK. 
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gcnious proprietor biilh done with great ju4g»««l; 
mi hath shewn his roefcs^ his woods, and bis 
precipices^ ondcr ▼arions fonMf wd to *wst 
tdfantage. Sometimes a broad face of rock is pre- 
Mted, nMOiw^^g^ mUMVum, like the waUs 
lefaeiladaL Sometimes it is brotaaby »lei^ 
feuof INM. In otbei pasta the locka ^sa abofo 
the woods ; a little farther they aulk bahMr IhMi : 
janeteaalhey aia seen thcoivh them; and some- 
times one seriea of soaha a ypa a w ri«nf afcaipa 
aiV>4iar^ mid thongh many of these objecU are 
lepeatedlf aean, yet aen fcoaa.dMbrent stations, 
and with new accompaniments, they appear 
The windinf of the pnecipke ia the magical secret 
by which all these enchanting scenes are produced." 

We CMiMt, howefer can these views picta« 
TC8qiie.-«.They are either presented from too high 
» poiat» or they fcaTe little to maik them as 
characteristic* or they do Ml fall InCO Biic^ eoliN 
foiitioa as would appear to advantage on canvass* 
Bat they are estrendy romantic^ and give a loose 
to the most pleasing riot of imagination. 

H These vieM «K chMy abeim IM difihmil - 
alaiida in a close walk carried along the brow of the 
preci pie^ll weaM be iavidioiia peihapa to remark 

a degree of tediousness in this walk, and too much 
aimeneaa in many of its partSs notwithstanding 
the geaeral variety which enlivens them J httt the 
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« 

Itttentioii probably if not y«t eoftiplete ; tnd many 
tUngi are meant lo be hid^ which are now too 
prateeljr ihewii*''^ 

Having seen every thing on this side of the 
tnUp wimtaA we M am mdy half the bcantiw 
of Pieisfield, and pmsoedawalk which led us o¥er 
the lidfa irf the e m i na tt ce to the oppoaite ttda. 
Here the ground depositing its wild appearance^ 
aaanmaa a mora eiviliaed foim. It conaiata of a 
gmal vanaty of lawna, int^ixad wiHi wood tnd 
iOfika; aad» though it often risea and falls, yet it 
daacottda wkbowt aay mionce into the eooalry 
beyond it«'' 

The viawa o»thia aide are not the romantic 
ateeps of tha Wye; bat Iboiigb of another species* 
tbey are equally grand. They are chiefly distancea 
oonaiatiBf of tha ?aal * waloia of tboSovem; hem 
an arm of the sea, bounded by a remote country ; 
of tha mMth of tbo Wyo ontertng^theSovein ; and 
of the town of Cbepatow, and ita eaatle and abbey. 
Of all these distant objects an admirable use ia 
made ; and they aie ahawot (aa the locha of tha 
Wye were on the other side,) aonaetimea in parts* 
and aomatioMa all together* In one atation wa 
bad the scenery of both sides of tha hill at onoo^^* 

i * As it U many yean since these remarks were made 
aereral alteration iMve prohabl/i aincr that time takev^ 

fiacot 
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It is a pity the ingenious embellisher of these 
scenes could not have been satisfied with the giand 
bsantiea of natm which he eoniMuidedL Tbo 
Shrabberies be has introduced in this part of bis 
tinpioTeiiie&t89 I fear . will rather ha eilaamed 
paltry. As the embellishments of a house, or as 
the ornament, of little scenaa which have aothii^ 
better to reeominend then, a few flawaring shmba 
artfully compo^ may have their ei^^ce and 
beauty: but in aeaaea lika Utta* ttoy ana only 
splendid patches, which iiynre the grandeur and 
simplicity d the whole.'* 

^Fortasse copretsum 
Scis simalare : quid hoc ?— — 

— ^it f^uidTie simplex dnataxatet anuau 

It is not the shrub which offends ; it is the 
fi/rmal iniroduciian of it. Wild underwood may 
be ao appendage of the fiandest seoDei it ta a 
beatttifai.appendage« A bed of violets or lilies 
may enamel the gioand with propriety at the root 
of an oak ; but if yon introduce them arlificialt j la 
a border^ 'you introduce a trifling formaUty, and 
disgrace the aobk ebjeet yew wMi le adoiw.^ 
niwa Gi^pin# 

* Avclideacon Cose lemariu: that the walk ia 
carried through a thick mantle of feMals» widi ee- 
tu iifffi'^ ^ QpeiiiDga» nihich seem not the result of 
.art or deaign^ bat the eflfeel of duttee or nature. 
This bowery walk ia consonant to the genius of 
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i(y of a biid's eye view, and tbe imperceptible 
bMd of the MttphMiealra etmvojro tke e^eetator firooi^ 

one part of this fairy region to another, withoat 
d ho o wiBg the gnMlotmn. Hence the Wye ii^ 
sometimes concealed Or half-obscured by over»» 
hanging fohage ; at others^ wholly expanding in 
vi#ir, H iMH flif^pin^ breath a broad and ctr* 
citttous channel ; hence at one place, the Severn 
spfoade in the vUUk tt n bonndfeas etpanse of* 
conntry, and on Ihe opposite side of the Wye; at 
uotfaei^ both rivoia appeur on tb6 aime'sidev and 

the Severn seems supported on the level summit of 
4k€ Cl^M^ which form the bitnks of the fTy^. 
Hence tbe same objects present themselves tn 
different aspects, and with varied accompaniments; 
hence the mag^e transition from the iinpervioas 
gloom of the forest to open groves; from meadows 
and lawns to rock's and precipices, and from tht 
mild beauties of English Landscape^ to the wiid<- 
nesaof Alpine Scenery/* . 

Awlfaof oMHianoBd his viaik at nanai, at ^ 

the Chepstow end, and was guided successively 
to th^ various ppinta of view, thua denominated* 

The objects seen from hence would be alone 
amply anfficient for any other spot ; but here thej 
operated injuriously, in the eye of the Author, by 
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(Mtfy for objects so large and bdld, seen fiWl'M 
DIfTFilt .kvri V from beUiw, or in biid*8 eye; 
but he begs Bot niftmi Jcief o d* Be ealf 
Bieans, thaUieEe iafeiioriiy of view is injudiciously 
bmi^ into miltfiet nottimwy ibtag is or can 
1^ Jmi jit PiefifitliL 

Here a pietareis presented in the happiest state 
6F€oitai|Nwitioii. In this charming yiew^ a 
afied pianiation occupies the foie-groundj and 
Meendir ttirrou^!i a grand hollow to the lim, which 
passes in a long reach under the elevated ruins of 
ehfifBtow Castle, the Town, and firidge, towards 

the Severn. Rocks and Precipice^, dark shelving 
feicelSj groves, and lawns, hang on its course, and 
with a ^riety of sailing vessels, are reflected from 
iheiiquid mirror, witii an effect, at which, says 
BaAer, the magic pencil of Cbude would faulter. 
The distant Severn and its remote shores form an 
•excellent teiminatioa and complete the picture,* 

Fourth AOoie PlERS-IVOOn, 

Between, bere^ 4nd the Grotto, lays \BarbeN 

« 

there is. sometbing which one would wish added 

'Oi moored. 

Fifth The DQUBLE VIBW. 

flBi8..ts the rnml admiff6d, aid is so^eaHed 
htCMM^cm oae^eyou have a iiae prospect across 

K #- Barber. 
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Uie pMfc M tke kna lide inter Moambudishire/^ 

and on the other, over the Wye, Serem, and 
Gloiicdsteniiiie* It is cmmg to a * tiipeiior em-i* 

inence of ground. The different scenes which 
haiW6 presented themsehes ia detail^ here appear 
ia one comprehensive range. The' field of prospect 
IS much more extensive and beautiiuUy pictaresque. 
The mazy Wye, with ail its interesting aecom* 
paniments, passes from beneath us> through a 
richly variegated country, to its junction with thei 
Severn, beyond which silvery expanse, the grand 
swelling shores of Somersetshire form the distance*. 
A curious decepiio visAs occurs here. It proceeds 
from a coincidence in the angle of vision, betweea* 
the opposite rocks, and a part of the Severo, : 
which appears to wash their sunmiit, although it 
is many miles distant* 

Su:tk Tke HAJLF-WAY SEAT^ wider a Iwfft 

^wenth The GiAJSTS CA V£, 

■» 

Is a passage cut through a rock. Over one of 
the entrances is a mutilated colossal figure, which 
once sustained the fragment of a rock in his up- 
lifted arms, threatning to overwhelm him who 
dared to enter his retreat ; but some time since, ' 
the stone fell, carrying the giant's arms along 
with it; and it wonldhaTO been as well if it had 
taken off the rest of the figure. To place it there 
gt all was monoats goiil^ . mere cmueiio, «,tinj 
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idea unworthj Piersfield^ and exactly the couvemt 
•f ibe exeeUtftt laHe, wbkb has prmmd m- 
clipped the aged laurel of wondroofdy grand 
efiecU From the Giant'a Ca?e a path traced 
vnaer the wood, deseeiids to the Bath, a cen^ 
ttodious buililing'y concealed from outward vi^w 
hy impending foliage* 

Eighth a Sw$ nmtr two Beecke^^ on ik§ edg€ of tj^ * 

Ninth The LOVERS LEAP^ ' 

So named from the Leucadian promontory, 
whence despairing lovers, and among themSappbo, 
precipitated themselves. It is the edge of a per- 
pendicular cUff, overlooking a tremendoos abyss, 
clothed with underwood, which at the bottom 
looks as fine as a spider's web, and is enveloped 
in mist.* 

« 

A taste for scenery is of the first moment, as 
te the civilization, wealth, and glory of any coun- 
try ; and every respect is due to Morris the author, 
and the ancreeding liberal proprietors of Piersfield, 
who gratify the public with a view of its exquisite 
natural glories; but nothing human is without' 
imperfection* It is no fault of any one, because 

♦ Early this year (1822)owinpr to the previous rainy 
season, about three acres of that part of the Martrid{>e 
Wood, which lies between the Lover'^s Leap aud the Cold 
Bath, luiTe alMen doiwn towards the nVer, earrying*' 
with them some fir trees, the underwood, and some roc|^«. 
Gents, Magasine, March 183S. p. 2t^7. 
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the grouad is extensive^ that the w»lk is too long, 
1^4 ftbooM lukf e h^u a ride » «aU alio that it skoukl 
perhaps have oomineiieed at the iGfotta> ani^iillH* 
dispute^ have terminated at Windcliffj de€« 
-cMtad in th6 oHUuiar hereafien oMiluHMfl; • Aevfa 
haps also the views are too ouineraus, and tkuft 
fareataU each other, to little pvrpoae* mendy t&» 
the sake of rocks opposite, which are stiff and 
mariaey formal and bare ; and for the range over 
lAmeauti in itself only a common-plaee (arm. The * 
Author ia his peregrination was not strongly tut- 
pM9sed at any seats, bat those of the Grotto, and 
Double View, neither of which are anticipated. 
Pierafiield is a grand aubiime whole ; bat inckided 
in one coup d^ceii^ through the elevation of the 

apeetator, and there is little or no variety of scene 
in afH^efesrion- on Ae opposite bank, whieh almost 
wholly cQasiat$ of similar rocka^ whose identity is 
, not broken by srsody, sr other interventions ; an4 
after all, as to the chief view, no spot can possibly 
equal Windcliff. Let those Tourists threreforSy 
who are bad traiApers, eontent themselves, with 
the Grotto, and Double View, but a abort w^ 
fron^each other. To Windcliff, they can ride. 

WJNVCUFF, 

What a Cathedral is atffohg Churches, Windcliff 
is among Prospects : and if^ like Snowdon, it oitgiii 
tf Ite visited at sun^rise, qx be seeiei through ^ . 
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son-rise glass ;* should not the sentiments felt ' 
frmn the view, be rimiktr to those of the following 
grand apostroph^: for what is admiration ofsceneiy 
without homage to the Omnipotent, bnt the cold 
apptobntioD of the Mechente, who thinks prafe»» 
sionalijr, and is void of sentiment ? 

Upon Windcliff the scene described nuy he- 
enjoyed in high perfection. ** The morning sun 
rose bright^ and clear from the distant ocean, A 
gpi]geoas crimson glowed on the eastem sky» deep* 
ening towards the horizon^ and blending its grad^ 
nally pale hne with the light azore of the wiA** 
hearen. Spiry points of deep l ed studded the . 
nndnlating clouds, scintillating like Meteom aptly 
pictoring the first flashes of fiery light, which 
flamed at the command of the most High» from 
the gloomy bosom of Chaos. All nature blushed 
in that orient light. It imbibed the hue descend- 
ing from the Heaven of Heayens. The water 
sparkled, as it receiyed the first kiss of the rosy' 
morn I it was the eye of a lover kindling beneath 
the glance of his betoved. The trees wated tn.tho^ 
early breeze; it was the salutation of a friends 
greeting with kindly welcome the lelnrn of somo'; 
dear one* Awakened to ibe conviction and the^ 

e The Author usea aud recommeuds a weii-known 
Mil yellow pocket glais, cAed a Claude, which girem 
a fan-rue ^ew aft ftill<d«y9 withoiu the ohseanitlen oL'^ 
the aMndng nbt. 
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eBjoymeiit of a new txtetuncey the wliokrpabe ef 

animated creation^ ihrol^d captuiously. It was 
Ibe preenuBent seasatiaa of iavigmted ioteUaot».« 
It was the winning of aiioiher day from death. 
R^sOmmg on thammmiinfm emkmmt be bii 
how multitudinous was the society of that unpeopled 
8oUtude« He enjoyed the communion which he 
heM uritt the vnir^ree. He loved to cope with 
nature; to hold intercourse with the ancient 
mother of an infinitely numerone ofispriHg; to 
coUectfrom her more truths, than traditioa ever 
ifMBOfed, than record ever presented to the view 
of man. tie ttiarked the gradual progress of lig-ht ; 
and he recalled the education which had been 
bmto^ad m the human race, a preparation for 
their leception of the revelation of the divine wilL 
Emry thiiif breathed inatmction ; ttte world teemed 
with evidences of the truth of God. If ever eter- 
nity and infinitude wei-e within the grasp of the 
eompiebeniion oiT nan^ H was m sneh a scenc."*^ 
Similar scenes are described with equal felicity by 
LofdBjFron» btti there in sneh amixtaiB of Devil 
and Angel in his seutiments, that a feeling of pain 
atom^iaa ike ]^mald» The heart is eonseions^ 
that such cannot be the homage due to the 



WinAitiff ia the last gnnd scene of tbie Pie». 

fi(ild suUlime Drauia^ and ^iould have been in- 

♦ The Priest £au excellent Novejj i. pb 18^ seq. 
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eluded in the gromds. If m ophilM MUt te 
given coac^iftiog the hack question^ ^ wbicb is 
thagimiidMisaeiieaii tli6 Wye'* th« UMlirev mil 
be^ Ibe Prospect iiotn WiDdcUfi*/' It is not biiiy 
magDiicent, but it it so novels lb»t it exciles ao 
involuntary start of astonish nuetiti and so wUime 
thaiU elevates themindiato ioatantiMieou& raptuie. 
Its parts consist'in a most uncommon eombinatioa 
of wood, rock, water, s^ky, and plain; of height, 
and abyss, of rough* aad smooth, of reeess mi 

projection, of fine landscape anear, and exquisite 
peispeetive afar, all mahiDg into each othsr, and 
grouping' in such capricious lines, that altbough 
it nay finda counterpart in tlie tropical climes, 
it is, as to England, probahly unique* It is unlikely 
that the mouths oi two rivers .should be so adjacent 
or 90 arranged as to f^rm a siaiilar #Gene, though 
a t^iousand views of sea, vale, and roek^ may be 
of corresponding chiiracter, with oniy slight differ* 
encesofsmiaoe. * But the ground bore is^.singdar; ' 
and the features nut being English, the physiog- 
nomy is of oonisB, snsh aa oannot bo wpeolnd 
diewhere* It also iuipjoves both upon oar natural 
and fon^gn landscape ; upon th^ former, bacaMO 
our scenery is not so fine as Ao foreign, which 
Windcliff resembles: itpoo the latter, -booausn 
accsdBiig to the obserralion of Humboldt, ithao * 
not tl^t, something strange and sad, whieh 
a c o a mp anioa aiyads of aninmlai uattuOf » nhWa 
m«a iii uo^ii|t«''. 
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The spectator stands upon the edge of a pre- 
cipice» the depth of which is mosl awfol, and the 
river winds at hik feet. The rigfht side-screen ia - 
Piec&iieid ridge^ richly wooded ; the left, is a belt 
of rocks, over which appear the Severn, and the 
fine shores between Thornbury and Bristol^ rising 
behind each other in admirable 8weib» which 
unite in most graceful curves. The first fore- 
ground is to the eye, a view from the clouds 
upon earth, and the rich contrast of ^ reen meadows 
to wild forest sceaeryii the farm of Lancaut, 
cfaisped in the arois of the winding rivei;, backed 
by hanging wood and l ock. 1 lius there is a bay 
of verdure^ walled in by naturals colossal fenoeSf 
wood, hill, and roek« The farther horn of the 
crescent, tapers off into a craggy informal roole^ 
over which the eye passes to the siscond Baj« 
This terminates in Chepstow Castle, the town, 
and rocks beyond, all mellowed down, by distance 
into that fine hazy indistinctness, which makes ev en 
deformities combine in harmony with the picture* 
In the middle distance, the widening sea spreada* 
itself^ and from it the shores of Somerset and * 
Homnonth ahirea steal away into the horiaon.* 
Lastly, all this union of large and bold objects, 
frem being comprized withm a circumference of i 
very few miles, unites the Landscape and the 
Pxospect, together with the Forest and the Park 
chanater of unimpeded expanse, for the eBcloamm- 
are few in any part^ anA by distinca are almosi- 
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diariiiiBfce* i«to Impiiiiiff iilih tttatkM: fkm it» 

mfm»h,at nuq^pUuien, doet^ not attach to this' 

There is, says Reed, an eminence called, 
WiNDCLiFF, which I had frequently heard ofy 
and was very anxious to risil. I found ray way 
thither through a plantation of firs» that crowns 
Ae stunmit, at fbe end of which- a linidscape of 
such traoscendant beauty and magnificence opened 
belMmne, as caaf a sort of shade on eveiy former 
scene ¥rithin my observation. I felt as if I bad 
been conducted to the spot by the band of some 
iBvieiUe a^ent, to ^ntemplate the re^ocis of en- 
chantmenty or the garden of Elysium ! It em- 
bncee^a Aeimnd inctniesqne oBjecrts; yetasli 
whole il is not picturesque, but possesses some-* 
tUog rf ar superior kind, that camot be easily 
diBOribedf The man of taste would even gaze 
vpdfr ii wrdi rapture and astoniabmeiit ; bnt he 
would never think for a moment of sketching its 
Ukeaess on canvas ; he knows that his labours 
wi^iMbehr vaiii. The scene is of too variegatedfy 
too immense^ and too resplendent a character, to 
reeeive my just delineation from either the pencil 
of the painter^ or the iuspiratiou of the poet.'^ 

But might not the proprietor of this imperial 
domain have built a Temple on Windcliff, con* 
secreting it to the Genius of the p^ce ? He might 
have iia9i/^m, Mvi^ m iorticaring the attempt bfe has. 
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(km bMer. TiM pMcq^ce ilMif if a temple, 
wbieb the " worshippers of nature " will always, 
approach with uBsandakd. foi^t cofiftifbring tlie 
embeUishmeiite of Art, as a profanation of her 
sacred grandeur. 

Other writers, upon reaching Windcliff, clap 
their wings and crow away in similar eKoltatton. 

That Wind cliff is degraded by being a mere 
nuneiy of paltry firs, which the power of ih%, 
wind at such an elevation will spoil, and would 
gain nothing by a snmmer-house baby temple, is 
manifest. But a few high and massy Doi ic Col- 
umns with Architraves, however rude, would have - 
the grand effect of the ruins of the Temple of. 
Minerva upon the Suiiian Promontory ; and as the 
pillars would not require fluting, and materials 
are adjacent, the expenc:^ might be moderate. A, 
portion of the Visitor's contributions for seeing 
the grounds, might soon repay the cost, with a 
permanent rent afterwards.' The, mimick ruin 
' might be setoff by partial immersion in wood, and 
roomy niches might be hollowed out in theit>cfc, 
at points of view, and be properly tailed lonnd, to 
prevent danger. The finest of these might con- 
tain a tablet, inscribed in the siniple taste of the 
Qreek Epitaph. 

VALENTINE MORRIS, 
Introduced thue sublime Scenes 

TO »UBLI0 irOTICB. 

. TO H^fil BE HOiyOUR, TO GOD PMlSIi, i 
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LAMB TOVa. 

m 

Whoever has read the Scotcli Novels, will 
recoUecl the Cake ^^hop on the Lakes, so much 
frequented by Pcets and Artists ; and the hearty 
execration oi them by a neighbouring GentlemaQ, 
because they night possibly convey love-letters to 

a handsome girl under his gunrdianbliip. Clever 
feUows are however entitled to regard as well as 
rich ones; and, dnring summer and autumn, 
they poke about the Wye, like snipes and wood- . 
cocks, and after rammaglDg every things reem- 
ig^rate to Lofidon, For the use of them, and others 
who travel singly, and therefore will not incur the 
expence of a boat, the following route and observa- 
tions are given; but the pure orthodox Scenist. 
win recoHect that such a tour is -not the epienre^a. 
meal ; for the spectator on either bank, loses the 
effect of that side on which he stands, through 
not being in the middle of the stream ; and being 
more elevated, sees what he does behold, not to 
its fan advantage. 

A sturdy pedestrian will of course follow the 

haidw of the liter dowlt to lintem Abbey, imd 
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Ihenee dWerge to Windeliff and Chepstow, m, 
vpOQ the whole^ if he be pressed for time, the best 
fnbstitiite for the Aquatic EzcuirioD. J^nt Ponyists 
aod other Horsemen^ will not be able to adopt 
the same plan, and therefore may pursue another 
route, which will partially repay them for their 
loss of the continuous Tour, by various fine pros- 
pects, and some curioua antigmties* 



FiasTTOva. 



t^ass Wilton Bridge, and proceed to Penciaiff* 

It is placed at a sudden turn of the river, in order 
to catch a fine view of Ross, mellowed by diatsnfe*. 
This is in excellent taste ; for roofs of houses and 
unequal heights of huildiuigps ai;e mere portraits of 
miintensstiug objects, and scarcely dktingaish^one 
town from another. By distance yau sink. the 
disagreeable, bring in the adjacenl,cottnt|y» enasfc 
the town with a pleasing haze, and convert the 

wbrfe .to a lundsc^apfu ^n^wbseb* ^Lllmmm Ae 
ttken fioiniia rjcbi^pot^ ,the.MK9e .<te«eBStfe : 
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bnnediftleljr detifnates iht partknlar towi« in 

ftiscrimiaatioD from othenu 

la other ic$pects ihe landscape is uncomnioDlj 
fioe. It preaeou from ao emiueoee, Ibe rirer 
meandering aloog the trale, the enchanting wind- 
ings of which are^igailied hj ibe stately appear* 
aoce of Goodrich Caatle on the right. The va* 
riety and extent of hill, Tak, wood, and water, 
which 4rompo8e this view, baffle descnpUom. Here 
the Tourist shoukl descend te the towing-path, in 
order to catch the fine view of the castle, described 
in the water tour. After exploring that august 
ruiii, he majr proceed to UuDtsholm Ferryt and 
crossing the river, go from thence to Symond*s 
Yat, where he will, at the same time, view Cold<* 
well locks, and Che New Weir. His roote from 
thence is along the ridge above High*meadow 
Woods, to Stannton end the Buckstone* From 
tlience he will have a most superb bird's eje view 
of the iiver and its accompaniments, from the 
"New Weir to Newland. From the Bucl<stone the 
road runs to the Kymin^ and so to Monmouth^ 
This whole tour, including a tetorn to Roas^ 
is a journey of Xrom twenly lo thirty miles* 

Thes6» 'Whose time will permit, jmy visit 

Coppet Wood Hill, 4he summit of the Little 
Dowardj» whence Jlonmoatli bridge, and die civer 
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appear in fine efiief t. Round-tree-field, Penjard 
Castle, fcc which command the Malvern Hills, 
upon the North Eastern side of tfie eoimtry, and 
the rocky ridges about and beyond Cheltenham* 

SECOND TOUE. 

i^nmottt]^ to ei^^^lK)^ 

The line by turnpike is to Tintern Abbey direct. 
Upon Lydett UiU above Monmonth, is a most 
sublime prospect, before mentioned, of the Town 
and vale. At Trelleck are to be seen the antiquities 
mentioned in another place* From thence the 
road turns sboit to the left, and after crossing 

• 

Trelleck Common, (a dose of physic to the lover 

of the picturesque, from its miserable dullness) 
it enters a rich descent, a fine prologue to the 
Tintern Scenery in front, where the road terminates 
at the distance of nine and a half miles from 
Monmouth.-— From Tintern to Windclifi*, two 
miles; and from thence through St. Arvan's to 
Chqpstow, abpot three Bmre; 

' It is plain, that this Tour by turnpike, loses 
too much, viz. several miles of the river line be« 
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tween Momnontli and Tinteni. At tbe banks 

however are in the greatest peifectioo on the Moo- 
moaihsbm side» it may ba recosnneiided to return 
bj the Gloucestershire road, from Chepstow to 
Coleford. Tbe Tonipike on Tiddanham Cbaae 
commands Piersfield down to NeTett'Sy below 
which it turns to the right, and forsakes the rirer. 
From theaiee therefore it will be advisable by means 
of a Guide, to pursue the best bye road possible to 
be obtained, for a sight of Liandogo and the west- 
cm bauks, through the villages of Hewelsfield and 
. SU BriaTeta toNewland, just by Monmouth.*— The 
^ Tourist may however, at first start, chuse to avoid 
the Turnpike to Tintem, and take the bye roads 
from Penalt, and the other villages ; but the best 
mode of making either of the excursions mention^ 
most be learned at Monmooth or Obepetow, for 
the Author has never travelled in such directions* 

Every elevated spot near the banks of tbe Wye, 
Anst from the natvre of the |^nnd, f umisb either 
a Landscape or a Prospect, and enumeration would 
be endless, 

A Gentleman, travelling from Tintern to Llan* 
dogo (four miles) waudered along tbe unsheltered 
brow of Ckbbaddic monntainiiy and while gazing at 

the village of Brookwelrf on tbe opposite bank (rf 
the Wye, fonnd himself sarronnded on all sides by 

u thick wood. The path hence, taking a v^inding 
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course, down an iineveo bank, led him frara the 
wood to the scatteied cottages, which form the 
hamlet of Llandogo. He then directed his stepa 
towards Monmotttb, by quittiag for awhile the 
banks of the Wye. Learinff the beaten track, he 
ascended the craggy brow of a steep mouulain ; 
whence he beheld an extensive tract of conntry» 
with the Wye meanderiag beneath, through rich 
meadows and com Eelds. The ateepness of the 
precipice amazed and terrified him . Advancing a 
few paces, he looked over a tremendous chasm, 
overhang by trunks of trees, while Water msli- 
ing over the rocks below, added much to the horror 
of the place.* 

DeftttUory rambles, like these, may furnish very 
interesting snlyecu for the pencil; and the Author 
has seen an elegant girl, seated, with her legs 
hanging over a precipice, as deeply absorbed in 
sketching, as she would be in letter-writing to or 
about her intended. He has also seen women 
stand fearlessly upon the brow of Windcliflf. Tbe^e 
are strong proofs of the effect of scenery, which 
can overcome the sensitive irritabiUty of female 
timidity, 

♦ Nicholson, col. 1208. 
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PART SECOND. 

/V. 



Banks of iJie Wye^ 

Afre the final oonqatst of tbe Silam by the 

Romans, theCowtry ou the banks of the Wye,* 
formed pari of the piOTinee of BrUaamaSscunda^ 
under the government of a Prondent, reaiding at 
CaeileoD. When the Britons resitme^.their in- 
dependence in the time of Honorina and Constan- 
tins, a i^ing, named Caradocki reigned in these 
paris,t and other Commanders of the same common 
name^ fought with Ofia and Harold.g These facts 
lead to some infereneeSf eoneeniing a Manrioii 
still called Cradock, about two miles from Perry* 

♦ 

» The river IFrc, is a Pleonasm, Wve meaniug in 
Welch, rirer^ anii oddly enough, in jBnelish IVine, 
Higden translates lines 'SV, Serlptor, 

Vinum putant precipuumf 
Quanta $tt magU rubeum. 

by 

" ^Ter the redder is the If^ye* 
J*hey bolde it the more fye. 

See DIMlft*s Typograph. Anfiq. i. 14r. Wye might be 
gnpposcd an error of the press, for wyne^ were there 

not ac^ipital letter, and the rhyme fye. 
f Til rnt^r's Anglo Saxons, p. i;^. 1^, § Nicholion 
llUi>. Script, p. Bed. 2&8» 
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&toue» from wbich it i« separated bj the Wye* 
Legfendary aeceanta have asaigned it to one of 
the Knights of Arthur's Kouud Table, called 
** C'rodadk Vreieh Vrm$^ whioh aifnifies the 
fal aim. He is said lo hare been a Prince be* 
tween Wye and Sevem, who married a 'daughter 
of Pallinor, Prince of Sooth Wales, a Lady whose 
chaatity was proved by irjfiag^ oa a curious mantle, 
wbich ahmnk ap if the female was not yirlooas* 
Tintera was certaiuly one Royal paiace oa the 
Wye« This Cradock may have been another. 
Palaces meant places of short residence, because 
the- kings wooM not burden the neighbourhood, oo 
account of their procurations, by a long stay,* 
and King Caradock, might have resided here. But 
exeept foundations of rude stones, the Palaces of 
the British Kings, merely consisted of basket work, 
or wattled twigs, distinguished only from thoeef 
of their subjects by being barked. From the life 
of Onbrieina, there apfiear to have been vationo 
petty Kings^ in these districts. 

However this be, notwitiistandiog the cultivated 
lands and open country adjacent to the stations, 

the romantic banks of the Wye, soon after the 
departure of the Romans, formed in the greater 

part, a wilderness occupied by Hermits and other 
Solitaries. Dubricius established a grand college 

* Ducanffe GIou. y. Patationi. f So that of HewpU 
Dha, and confirmed by William of Malnttibarj* See 
Sammesp.913. , . 
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between Rom and Hevefcml ; and in his tine, 

Samson, an eminent prelate, placed some other 
ieligioiis» in a desart near Ibe aevern, (duubl^ 
less, the Forest of Dean) and long resided bimstlf 
in a certain very seerat cave in the interior.* At 
Tinteni, a retired Monareh, Kwdin boly secloehMi|| 
and the parochial appeilationsy St* Bnavt:!, (St. 
Bfwlaia) SU Weonaids, as weU as tbe prefix of 
l,ian to L,landogo, and i/awcaut, allude to the 
lame em and atale oi tbinga: a stale naiuraliy 
growing oat of ihe perturbed State of society at the 
dissolatioa of the Roman Empire^ when pacific 
eaisleiiee conld be obtained or seaaied onljt by 
seclusion* 

In the year 597t. Ceolwulf began to reign ov^r 
the West Saxons, and being dorioglife, engaged 
in warfare^ attacked ibe Biitons at Tintern, but 
was defeated. On or aboul this time, the large apd 
powerful kingdom of Mercia was formed ; and in 
the year 788, Etbelbald King of that extensive 
portion of the Heptaicby, in ordty to annex tlkt 
pleasant region between .the Severn and the Wy e, 
to bis territories, entered Wales with a powerfbl 
army. At Carno^ a monntain in Monrnquti^shire, 
the Britons checked bir progress, and drove bim 
over the Wye with, great loss. In 743 he marched 
in conjttnction witb Cntb^d^ who bad sneceeded . 

* » Usserii AntiquUat, Brit, Ecclei. p. 277. II ^ 
Tintera hereafter. - 



08 OFPA*S DTMB. 

.iBifaelbeard ia Wessex* anaihei; anay iqj;aiii8i the 
Britons. Through great saptrMmty of foice Ibey 
obtained a decisive victory at DdefawdoD^ [between 
TrMeeh aacl Ckep$iow\ bat only retired with 
plnnder. To Ethelbald succeeded Offa. His wars 
with th« BfiloBS ware at fifat to hia di8a4vaBtagje. 
Some branches of the [Cymry] Welch, penetrated 
by an incaiaioa into Mercia. Their united.attack 
drove tha Ea|^liab firon the Serere. They btqutnU 
ly repeated their deva&tatians. Offa collected in 
greater imndbef » the fercea jitf the Angh) Saxooat 
aiul marched uUo Wales. The Britons unable to 
withstand hiai, quitted theopeacoimtry between 
the Severn and the Wye, aud withdrew to their 
mountains. Impregnable amoBtg these ^ natural 
{brtresses, they awaited the leiumof the invadera^ 
and then sallied out in new aggressions* To ter* 
minate these wasteful ineursions^ Offa annexed 
the eastern regions of Wales, as far as th,e Wye to 
Mercia, planted: them with Anglo Sazona, and 
separated them from the Britons by a high vallum 
between two ditches,* named from him Claudh 
Offa, or Offals Dt/he^ though not a foss. It eii- 
tended from the iElstuary of the Dee» to the mouth 
of the Wye ; and the occupation of the eastern 
banks by the Colonists of Offa, is attested accord- 
ing to Uujrd,. by the namea of, placea terminating 

• a Cough's . Camden, ii.407. Part of itfonaathetam*. 
pike road between Rwibon and Wre^am. 
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hi ton or ham,^ Watt's Dyke rails nearly in a 
direction with Otk% hat at vneqaal cKatanecs^ 
from §5 or 600 yards to three miles.f The space 
between the two wes censidered nentnd gmnd, 
where the firitons and Saxons might meet tor com- 
mercial pnrpoaest bnt netwithatandiBt^ the aeveie 
law of Egbert, which annomietd death ta every 
Welcbman, who passed the rampart, and of UatoM 
Barefoot, who softened the pimtabment tor ampnta- 
tinn of the right hand, the descendants of the 
Silnres, with the cootamadow ipitii of their 
ancestors, frequently, upon the Celiic principle of 
Black-mail, crossed the line in the ntghtt to drive 
the cattle over the boundary.^ In prevention of 
these ravages, Mr. Pennant observes, that there 
are nmnerons artificial monnfs, the site of small 
forts, in many places along its coarse* 

In this Anglo Saxon sera the Wye, at Chepstow, 

separated Wales from England, § on the south ; 
and it was made beyond Hereford, by Athelstan, 
the boundary of the North Welch. || Harold, by his 
massacres, so depopulated the country, that says 
Giraldus Cambrensis,^ he scarcely left a male 
alive ; a cruel policy before practised by Offe, 
who spared females only, that future aggression 
might be suppressed, at least enfeebled. Through 

• Tnroer^s An^lo Saxons, i. 40S, 421, 423. f Both 
the»e Dykes are accaratoly deliueatediu Evanses Map of 
K . Wales and Smith's two sheet Msq». t Nicholson^ 
383, 456. ^ XT Scriptores, 194. || W. Malniesb« 
tfcriptor. p. Bed. fo^^ % Angl, Sacr^ ii. 4&1« 



MO WJLTON CA8TLE. 

1^ mmojw ^ Harold, the three fiist NormaD 
Kiiga were undisturbed; and the couptiy was 
easily held in sabsf ofA^Ht bj grMtiog paicds of 

.it to wisos military adventurers, who could 

acquire tbea by nesociatim or forca From thk 
^•n«d. we mint date Oe remains, at least ia the 
l^rsater part, of the C^es on the Wye» 

The fiist of these is WILTON. Anglo Saxon 
forts were chiefly mounU ; bat though it k not 
Jmproliablet that the ferry heie had some pro* 
, tectioQ, it appears, that the present Gasde \ 
bmltby Sing Stefihen, in 1141,* and it is m 
tioned together with Chepstow and Godrich, hj 
Gii^dus Cambrensis. Henry de Longo Campp* 
, or Long Ciamp, held it 12. Heniy u. a. 1165,t 
and Maud daughler and heir of Henry, carried it 
in marriage to Reginald Grey,* ancestor of the 
Lords Grey de Wilton, in which &mily itiemained 
till the 16th centnry. Wffliam Lord Grey de 
^ Wilton had been taken prisoner in defendi^ 
Cakis, and having long solicited in ?ain to be le- 
deemed at the public charge, which he well de- 
served, was at last obliged to seU most of his 
estates for that purpose. Accordingly in 1576, 
Lord Gilbert Talbot, then resident at Godrich 
Castle, offered for Wilton, and its annexations 
£6000, that as lie writes to his lather, " besydo* 

* Leland's Collect, iii. 306. + Heame's Lih 
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ibe beaefy te iherof, he mygbte be able to attonde 
m bis LordsMpe with a thoii«liide tail fellowes, to 
foilow bis Lordshipe's directions, if he sholde have 
Medeto coraaande faina."* He writet most Im* 
portunately, bat it does not appear that he succeed* 
td, for Elizabeth, daughter of Lord Grey d« Wittbtt 
(which Elizabeth died Dec. 29, 1559) was wife of 
Lord Chaodos^t whose second son Cbariea, 
iMed here, at well -as his posterity, down to James 
the magaificent Duke, who built Caunoos.^ la 
CMseqiMmee of abaie politieal disappointwents, 
with regard to local inflaeuce, the estate was sold 
from piqiie^ to the GoTemora of Gay^a Hospital.^ 

The S* W* Tower seems to have aBdergoue liitia 
Oc BO diangOy wbeii the baildiiigp waa altered to ita 

present form, which is in the style of Hurslraonce- 
aax and other caatelhited manaiooB of the fifteenth 
century. 

The following old story h told of tbe Loida of 

.Wilton and Aeornbnry, Hiey were cousias, and 

addressed the same lady: she preferred the Lord 

,of Wilton ; and hia eniaged rival aaaembied hia 

▼asaab and fired thia eastle. A few years ago a 

burnt beam waa shown in commemoration of thia 
incident § 

Tbe Bridge was built in the reiga of EUza- 

* Private Commuiii cation. f Dugdal^^s St. Paara, 
p. 79. £d. £Uis. t Hefib, (Ml. § laform^Bfr.T.Jrenkins. 



IM OOPUCH CA&TLU - 

beth.* During the Ciril War, a party of the Rebf la 
fram GkMicesler, H«me mud Foot, mved with 
two pieces of ofdiaaiiee, at the Bridge, and loond 
it guarded by Capt. Cassiet and thirty musketeers 
fcon Qoflridga Cartk. A part qf the Hone ad« 
vanced upou the Guard, forced the River, and got 
beyond tbem 3 after aome dispute boat tbeoi off^ 
wounded and took the Captain, slew many of his 
men, and took the i;est in the chase almost u(i to 
the Castle {of Godrich.[t 

SoMO short time after, Mas8ie» the Govetiierof. 

Gloucester, marching to the relief of Pembridge 
Castk, passed through Ross, but fouiid the Bridge 
broken down, and the ri?er made impassable, bjr 

the sinking of boats on the other side, and a guard 

of Horse to defend it. Here was a dispute for two 

days, and Massies's object failed^j; 

« 

The next object in progress is GODRICH 

. ♦ 

CASTTLE. The junctions of the courses in the 
masonry, show that the castle, before the addition 
of the fonnd towers, aMrely consisted of the keep, 
with low annexed buildings in the house form; 
whose point ends or gables, distinctly appear, 
wheio walHng has been raised npon them. 

We find a Doomsday Proprietor, of the name of 
Godric, as hoUing AOfa, | (a HiU,) whence 

• It is enffrayed with elevation, section, and ichnog"- 
raphy. Geut. Mae. Ang. 1753, + Corbeti's, Militarx 
GofernsMBt eMioncester, p. 80. t Id. p. IIS. § As 
quoted by Heath. *^ ^ ^ ^ 
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Bmrl in IRatfbid,,:aad tbaie cmbt ao doubt but 
fjia. poBiUoa aiid CQByaand ^ th« dicUivd 
iiiie of ft eQ4tt8s» After the covquoil 

it descewted to WiUiain JUarsk^ll^ dottbU<^ 
in tfevetMOf maamt as TinaUm^ Mare dewribed» 

£^rhewas not g^raDtee from John, as erroneously 
IHOdidMd, !M bfildit in U6£s 12. HeM^Ik* Tbe 

^raoi merely implied restoration. This Wiilijip^ 

Miui MnndiaU, whp died in 1219^ bud Am tens, 
•^.pttoelea^. Md lui ioaof daughters^ heirs to their 
'IVEOtbers. Joan, the second dai^gbler .wepk ^fe of 
Wufia d^ Mimte.iC!am«io, [MontahoiaiJ by whoot 
-%be had iesu^» John S. P» 4ud Joan^ wife of W iiJiam 
46 Velnwe^ hie.ttstec end beir« £lk. Cemni 

^heir of Audoraar dc Valence, earned it,, in mar- 

iVigp i^Jlicbacd Xaliiaul da ib^ leigntif JBdmid 
lU. Richapd liird Talbot^ made great repairs and 
-iivqpiji^QVX^m/entax of which, veatiges efj^ees ij^tfae 
^arp*>beaded archr witbont a 'cnnre, peculiar to 
%kBik stign. Gilbert eldeat brother Jobiiy^ 
ianiotis Earl of Shrewsbury, whoreside#irei^'miicii 
in tbel5tb centugTf was, by the style-etll|bited in 
tbe Cbspel, appareatty another improtefr^iPhe 
Talbots had also a Castle at Penyard, and Itke all 
ibe Baroim of Che day, were of migratory babitsi - 
^biongh occupying their own estates, but Richard 
^pf6%dMj made God[rich, his standrng^houiCf er 

• tiearne^s, Lib. Nig". i..l60 f Chronic. Abb. Tinterii, 
Btgd. Monast. i. 7^, { F6»broke'» Gloucestershire, 
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cbtef dwellinir. It was afterwards a seat for child- 
dren, for ia 1576 Lord Gilbert Talbot^ son of thm 
Earl of Shiewabary, was resident here, with Mary 
his wife. This appears by a letter of which the 
foUowing^ ia aD extract, here giYen» because it 
contains information concerning the state of the 
country. According to my ryches and the con* 
trey I dwell in and not to my desire, 1 send your 
L. a new yer's gyfte ; a Monmouthe Cappe, and 
a rondlette of Perrye, and I mnste reqnire pardon- 
to name the other homely thynge, a pay re of Hosse 
Bootes, wich yf they be fytt for yo*r L» jou may 
have as many as pleas you to appaynte.*'* This 
Lord Gilbert was afterwards Earl, and dying May 
8th, 1616, left Eliz. danghter and coheir, wife 
of Henry Grey, Earl of Kent, in which family it 
continued till npon the demise of the last Henry 
Duke of Kent, in 1740, his estates in the counties 
of Hereford and Gloucester were sold^f Thus i( 
fell by purchase into the Griffin family at Hadnock, 

Hie best solution of the inscriptioa and figures 
in tbe<S» E. tower, which the Author can suggest is 
the following. As both inscription and figures are 

in relief, and the edges of the blocks flush, with 

their fellow stones, without any hollow in the 
middle^ they were manifestly cut before putting 
up, made with regular tools by workmen, and are 
, not coeval with the fabrick. One of thcr blocks 

« Commuiication. f Foftbroke's Gloucestershire, 
ii. 20S. 
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/amulm adoe* Upon it, are the figures of a hart 
couchant, and a swan, close to each other; a 
pwttj broad hint, for the fiist the badge, or 
co^izance of Richard the Second, and the other 
of Henry the Fourth. The latter, being then Carl 
of Derby, &c. a subject, was here on a visit at the 
time his son, [Henry VJ was born at Monmouth, 
and made a g^mit feast upon the occasion at this 
Castle.* It was usual, upon the visite of i^reat 
men, to put their arms in stained glass, in the 
Hal) Windows, and use other modes of commem- 
CNation,t To this visit and feast^ the inscription 
and figures seem to allude. The man with the 
Hawk on bis ist^ the symbol of Nobility, and 
drest in the costume of Henry's sera, is apparentlj 
intended Cor Henry himself, and his Lady with her 
new bom child, according to a custom quite com- 
moQ,X is personified bj^ the Virgin Mary, and tba 
infant Jesus; Sumpiuarius. signifies, he, qui 
erogat sutjiptus,^ or " who lays out the money." 
II therefore the inscription be read MASTR [jtfo. 
gisterl 8UMT [uarius] ADAM HASTUN, the 
meaning will be that, Adam Uastun, head^ 
sfew&rd^ or Magister Sumpiuariut,'' caused 
these figures to be put up, in commemoiatteii of 
the f isit alluded to, this room being that in which 

• 13Io>mfieId on the Wye, p. 14. f Fosbroke's Brit. 
Mouan^ism, 288.. J U, p. 482. PWrarch's Lam 

was so r^resented and many others*' ^ Dacaage 
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the royal guest was lodged. Add to ttirs, IliM 
the htm of ih^ letters is ef Henry's sera. ^ 

Tlie iMer itself, mich 4)Uer, katoled to ]m,v# 

been built with the ransom of au Irish prisoner and 
his son.* The belmei of tbe former, feng ftmmm 
ved here, would it k said, have ^Hedlidf A bqsheL 
This bas been ridiculed ; but whoever has see^ 
thci helmet of Sir tU Pembrage, IL G. I. EdI. liL m 
Hereford Cathedral, will find that these head coreiw 
iiV9f being made of one pieoe, without jeiai or 
hioge, were of couj[se enormoudy lai^ge at the oe^I^ 
ii^ Affbr to be diMrn o?er 4he head. 

Thtt ttnto; fortress was in tlie' Citit War, at 
list occupied hy the parFiameot, and successivelj 
sAerwarieby both parties, but in il waft 

garrisoned for the King, by Sir Richard langen, 
Md tAea Ay Cot «rcfa.- The feifowing ii the 
aeeoont of the Si^^ge^ in the Newspapers of the day. 

, By lelleis to membeiso^ tlie Home idOmmom 
w h^c^piriss„ thit a parly el heiBB mif 
\fere drawn oat of Hereford the moming af 
liafeh.l«tb, and jeioed widi Cekmel Kirle'ehouM 
and dragoons, and Captain Rumsey^s firelocks* 
eohmel Kirb having joi«ed tes forces, weal 
a^rainst Godrich Castle, strong hold of the 
enemy's, md Ibere fell on tbe stables, and tdofc 

* It is certain, ih^i iu the reign of HeaxF IV. Uexut^f 
Talbot, sold to Lord Berkcly, ^ Scottisli PirlsoaeKa;| 
taken by ^im. Bei(keley MaaascriptSi p. llf« 
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64 horses with the hay and otlitr provisions therein ; 
hurut down the stables and went into the passa^^e 
bouse» wbere they took most or their oflScers and 
soldiers, and have laid close siege to it* Tuesday^ 
March 17tb, 1645,-6. 

■ 

It was Colonel Bircfa*8 partjr from Herefiwd, and 

€k>lonel Kiile's from Monmouth, that attacked 
6odrich Castle. Colonel Kide, besides tbis, snapt 
anollier party of the enemy from Ha^land, and 
tdok a lieatenant atid quarter-master, 12 firelocks 

and 6 case of pistols. — Perfect Diurnal from 
. UatQk mh ifkStM, 1645^. 

In tbe Perfect Occurrences, for the 23rd week» 

ending June 5lh, 1040, is the following paragraph. 

Colonel Birch begs the committee to let hin> 
htTe some battering pieeea for Godricb, else (bo 
says) I may sit down long enough before it^ 
liogen being an excepted person, and one onto 

whom I cannot grant auy honouri^ble teimi^'' 

Id tbe same paper for the 24tli week, June 1646 
is this : Letters from. Hereford dated June Isf, 
advertise of Colonel Birch being before Godrich 
with a eonstderable body of horse and foot ; and 2 
mortar pieces and ether equipage. The great Iron 
C*nlT^rin was going from Gloucester thither, and 
Colonel Bircb hath sent to tbe committee of Salop 
kir 2 goQs f rom« Ludlow : yet tbe eneoi;^ within. 
3, 
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aie TCiy re8olQte» but not lavisb in ^tbeir amma^ 
Dition ; and their sallies are ineonsiderable, almost 
all their borses being taken, to the number of about 
60 by us : Colonel Birch upon advice with bis 
council of war, gave order ; and June the 1st, bis 
fiesete iMfHilo workf to w^kt ay p pe ach eii 
in pi«tol shot of the «norro()u» rampiers, andl im^ 
|ipi% nben tb/^. are finished, to sbaoft ^anadoes 
Hi die nsortar picees. There is yet m sneunma 
sent itt but when aU is ready to storn^ then ii in 
MdveA le be dispaiehed. Xhe ipriseneis that «s» 
have taken, say that ihej mtkin are exceeding 
well provided with all necessaries^ both for pron- 
sions and men, who, depend much upon the 
strength of the castle. Lieutenant Colonel Keck- 
«f man hath received a wmind by an almost spent 
bnllel ffom a muikel, inbia Iqp, and inAenda to 
i^ino've ftO' DeiefiMpd le be cnied* 

Mmdrntf, J u mlKimd ^ IMS. Fiona the lei«iiir 

befote Godrich Castle, letters advertise us, that 
the enemy within, are yery * resolute, if not dee- 
perate. A summons was sent on June 13th with 
abundance of fair and pressing arguments ; but the- 
return was a flat denial, and confident expec- 
tation of relief before they needed it; which oo-> 
casioned Colonel Birch never to parley more ; and 
thereupon sent them inGgranadoes, and tore dowa 
, a piece of one of their towers, they seem yet 
fearless, but sparing of their ammunition^ which 
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we bear to be not mucb ; and jet tbey maile a 
sally oiU ab'd kilM oa 7 and barf 10, and we baye 
wotHnied as maajf of iheitt Tkef eamot gonifi 
ihfHh, Mliaiat kmg : wat«r begfm «a fail flien'f 
beer they have but littk left ; but other provisioD^ 
they have plenty ; but tbeir hearta are alabte ; tbeir 
walls strong and high ; nothing but extremity 
will force tbein ; we are to make aome new ap^- 
proaehea and then to mine; but in the mean lime 
they daaiva a gfMA aupply #f pttvitdar, ifaaa Ili%t 
mmf mi wave fmr Iketa baHariia, granadoea, 
miaiiif and mof lass ; smae no oth^ way ia lili% 
mmk ta lyeed tiM wmlt. 

Colonel Birch then summoned Sir H. Lingen^ 
the goyeiDort and a correspondence ensued, bot i% 
iilkttiea^fanMvIiMitlsr Jlwumnet wm qm aide, 
and defiance on the other. The imiku of Biac^ 
ia tbts to the apeaker. 

Sinee myeomingbcBorethis eastle, IhaTe ased air 
mean* tending to the speedy redaction thereof, and am 

approached upon all sides so near that they annoy me with 
throwing of stones. I find the thiner in itself very strong, 
and the defendaAts (being* excepted persoas and {Mfiists) 
Terj desperate. Ttiey have vade many saIUe% iBsnmaok 
that they haye loat at seTsral times lOOhoise^and now 
hare net aboine 5 remaining. They hare not killed jne . 
sifiBifelMmen iftalf, andneyer task one prti oi ier, though 
diTem times we have heen at hand-bl<rwB, and I find that 
niy batteries, mortar pieces, and mining, being the three 
we now pot ia ezscation, baviug east a mertap pieces 

Jwia, wkkk eawita Mm af 4»iiba, wtiffk^ t s Wl ■ j i > 
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more powder tbaa U hm to \m bad, and for want of wliicli 

I shall not be able to go on, if not supplied : mjliviiible re- 
qiiest therefore to the parliament is for 80 barrels of pow- 
der for the scrTice of this place and ccjuuty ; the Mag-azine 
at Hereford beiagTery small: with which aHsi stance I 
qoeatiomiottogireyonatiaiel/ aeconat of this Cjaatloi 
aad to a^prore mjselt^ 

Tour Hamhle Servant, 
Qlidrieh, Jwm 1646. 

One of the letters from thenee tella na/that om 
%t the Cavalieia caikd to our Pioneers at work ia 
the mines, and aaid they cared not for beinp blown 
Mp, ihey couJd from the sky laugh at the flourish^ 
ing of the Roand-beada* The abore ia from the 
Perfect Occurrences /or the week endmg J une 
9aih, 1646, 

In the Perfiet Diurmd of July 6th. to the 13th> 

it is said as follows* 

^* Colonel Birch goes on well against Godrich . 
Castle, and is like to <;arry it suddenly*" 

In the Perfect Occurrences, for the 9th and'. 
20th week» ending Friday Jaly 15tfa, 1646, ia the> 
foitowing letter from Godrich Castle, concern-^ 
ing the proceedittga of Colonel Birch there. 

The enemy within are very obstinate. We haTe- 
aappUea of sbele for onr granadoes from the Forest of* 

Dean. Onr mortar piece is 15 inches diameter ^ yet some • 

are cooie in to us out of the castle, who affirm, that there- 
in great execution d9x^ IA the CAStkL by tho«e shots, we 
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luKVe made ; thai nnny parte It are tora. AXl» we 

had at "finit been awhile before them, they sallied oat and 
surprized oor chief g>uard, killed eight of onr men, and 
hail possession of both of our mortar pieces, but could not 
tmvj them away ; they did what they eoald to break them 
Iran eeiiid net. Then they pat a glaia Tenet ef poison Iji 
theptecea* thtaldB|rto apoil them and at Ihia way, and 
retreated into fhe easfle, earrying with them' a ired ptU 
nadoe wbi«h lay in the place. There is one of our guns jjr* 
cracked at the muzzlej I am afraid she will not prove use- ^ * 

fhl : bat they are now ?ery quiet within, yet will not yield. 
Onr orAmnee are ma^, and have done hat Eltteeteentlon 
an jet WhHfhalhbeenperftimM yet hath bean with onr 
mortar pieees— 'Cslonel BliekliaA Mate a ill i filial te »^ 
two great gnm^ (as this oonntry is badly ^coYiilt^J; oor 1 " 

mines go on well. This is all at present. ' i | 

TMf flhinAte ftervnat* * ^ 

% lie Fmfftt OceuiifewM ibr tlt^lat and 
wedt, encKng Friday the Srdt. oF July, 1646, n ^ 

' Saturday August 1st. ^vtm before Godricb z: 
Uastle, tbe only garrison the enemy hath now left 3 

in England, except Pendennis^ we perused letteny J 
df which we will give a copy of one, which gfiTea ^ 

an account of Colonel Birch's proceedings ihtre^ 

i 

We are In very pood forwardnesa with oar nine, 
and hope very tthortW to gee the effect of it. Our g-uns 
imre made a breach in the upper part of the wall, and tho 
g^anadeea hare done Aetnotneh spsllin the oaatie; yi«| 
they take no more notlee of It, then if neeneo^ were befoff 
it, acting little against 00} only now and then flrlag off 
tl^eirmoAetft y«t ear great moitar pie<e and ndnn (I 
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verily believe,) will occasion a parley for mercy, "which if 
they obtaiuy I coaceive will be well for them, for our 
leaders are extremelj iaceiiaed against Hhem. It is little 
thenght (1 beliere) at London, vbat palna and epat is ber* 
taken; bat the redocing: of this once slighted eastle» I 
hope the (sic) Liugen'e estate will make satis, 

faction both to the state and to ns. I am ^riered that an y 
difference shoald be amongst ourselvesy but the occasion 
of it I leaTe totherighteona Jndge* for a lewird; and 
bojjpe the Isaae will be good to those ivbo go on with th^ 
parliament, anddeaire a aafe and well groonded 
without self-seeking base ends, which are hateful to ^ . 

Your humble Servant. 

t. E. 

GoirM Leaguer, July ISthj WiS^ 

In the same paper U U said, Nothing yet front 
Oodrich Guile, mim Ihaii-wliat the foimer letter 
ezpreaseth.** * ' 

In the Perfect Diurnal from Mouday August 
' Urd to 10M» 1646, i^'' This day there came lettent 
to the bomie, from Colonel Birch » which certify 
that Godrich Castle in Wales, not far from Raglandy 
is smrrendered unto him for the use of the parlia- 
ment. The enemy was very resolute as long as 
they had aay hope, bat Colonel Birch drawing op 
clofc»e iipon them both horse and foot, and entering 
some works, the enemy hung otit « white enmgn, 

and desired a parley. The Colonel uot williug to 
lose his advantage,.refu8ed the parley. They cried, 
aot for honourable terms. He ofiered mercv and 
went on in bis enterprises. They seeing the case 
desperate and themselves in a lost condition, ac* 
pepted of mercy upoo these eosuiug cooditious« 
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JF^rjff — That Sir Henry Linr^t ii the goternor orGudrich 
Castie, with alt the oMcers and fioidiera therein, shall 
baYcnerey for their life*. 

fiifcomHtir^Thatllieftftid Sir Henry Llfi(2re», the frorer- 

nor, with all the officersj ai\rl soldiers should tsurrfckidfr up 
themselves prisoners, to be at Coionel Birches dispositit^n. 

niriUy^Tbat all the arms and anmimition, prtrvlsioii 
and wbateYer ala^ ia in Godriah Cbatle, ahall be deliTered 
np to Colonel Birch, for the lerrice of the parliameut. ^ 

Faurihi^f^ThsLt the Bame be performed personally the ZJ 
name day^ (tIs). Ji^y Slat 1640. ^ 

All which was done accordingly^ this present 
day^ and Colonel Birch is now in possession of the n 
Castle, wherein besides the governor, were about 
50 genlkmen and others of quaUtjTt and 120 soldiers* ^ 

In the Perfeci Occurrences for the week ending ^ 

August 7th, 1646, is the following further detail ^ 
of the capitalation» by which it appears from there 

ht\n^^ only four barrels of powder left^ that the g 

main cause of the surrender was want of ammunition ^ 

This day there came letters from Colonel Birch 1 

of the taking of Godrich Castle, all prisoners at 1. 

mercy, the castle and all therein surrendering to 7 

him/' . f 

f 

A list of the officers names» the number of the 
seldieiSt ud of what ww taken in Godrich Castle, 

July 31st, by Colonel Birch.'' 

air H. Llngren, Goremor, \ Sarpr- BTaj. John Py?, ^ 
L. Col. Rop:. Lingen, ; Captain lames Edwards^ 

Sari?. Maj. James Wade, \ VViUiam Hill, 

Xhtto James Wakemau, \ John yanghan, 
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t!«plaiD Fredrick Hooke, 
• t Edwai d ObrowaMi 



lieutenant T. Hill, 
^ J ohn Mabbs. 

•Wm. Greene, 
-Richard Locfaanli 



• -^eter Skratai. 

Coroets Alford 
' M atthew Mor9e| 
^ ■ C tmrlm ftowe,. 
-John Beamonl, 



Gantlemen T. Cqpap^K 

f T faofl. HiriiBf • 

■Ralph Linden, 
^ Boaenbam Guuieiv 

Wm. Edkiusi, 

Six GeptlemeO' Jikare. 
Henry Itfaine, a supposipcL 
Popish Priest 
Taken also, 60 Common 
Soldiers, — Two Hammer 
Pieces,— Four Barrels of 
PO'wder,— A ffoojd pro* 

Eirtioa of Match- md, 
ullet.^120 Arms, ffxt^ 
and nnfixt,^— 30 Barrels 
of Beer, — 1 Standard 
Culler, — Great Stores of 
Com, and Meal, — 00 
FHtchM of Biimi,— .ISO 
Bushels of V a-c, — I 
Hog'iiheafl of Clui <M ^^ Jne 
Haifa Hoirsliead ot Sack, 
Crood 2Store of Buit^c^ 
Cheese and Beef. 



'Tbeh* gailAOl defence merits the preset vation<tf 
theirnftsm; seme of the&mUitis still 



Eusiprn Harriet, 
(^tMitlemen R. Bodenham, 
Thomas Bodeuham, 
^ Rog. Vaughan, 
1 1 John Skippe, 



-John Bodomiiiiii 
-John Wigiporc^ 
-Wm. Madden, 
-J[ohn Barringston, 
Laur. Kinsman, 
Chandlery 



In ihe Bame paper it isaddcdy Colonel Birch 
ia marcliios; with ftU bis forces and artillery,, 
leaying only a few to keep Godiich and Heiefoid*'* 

lUk \k^.ff^/bci I)iu$mlf rim Mmh 1st, to |be 
UMMBT,. jt is^oirioNid Ihut Jn J»ero<MU 
ahire, Godrich Castle be slighted.** BarquMla 
liogeoy of Sutton Conrt, held it for Charles I* 

^ It is said^ upon authority ot Sanderson^ that 
Colonel firoughton» bnt< ^^OhMMOSlocv tilMbr4MA 

"iogarrUon God$:kh Casile, Imt ihiB is aniisi:flk«u 
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GorbeU/) with &0 aoldiem oiiderUidk fo gamsM 

a house near Godrich Casllc, neither obvious to 
Ttrii^fj nor caiio^ to fortify or blore the place wiUi 
Tictnris. Tbts was done in the Goternor^sabeenoe 
without order^ disavowed by alij and owAed onlj 
by the Captain himaelf, whoae plea wae« that ha 
liad Qo support hi his meo^ and was forced to get 
Ilia living tbast^ but witUn a few days hia houaa 
^as fired upon him^ and all his, carried prisoners 
to II«ralbrd» before lebef could reafih bin/' 

The coDoectioQ of Godrich with the Civil Wara 
la ivrtber mitlecd in History, by its relatioii to tbn jT^ 
ancestors of Dean Swifts which reiebrated peison ^ 
ymented the tray^uf chaiica for tii« aerHca af 
the sick, used by his grandfather Thomas, Vicat C> 
of the Churcb« The Swiftsr were anciently aeatedl 

at Rollieiham, in Yorkshire. The elder branch c 

waa ennobled in the person of Barnham Swif^ _ 

who waa created Viscount Carliri^foici, Mar. 20, £ 

1027, a title which bacaaie e&tinct upon his de^ H 

tf^ase, witbont male {ssne* Froni a younger braiieb % 

of this line, descended Thomas S'wiff, Vicar of ' 

€kiodrid», « parson disAinigiribfaed by tria eowragn * 

and loyalty loKing Charles I. in whose cu:ise he ^ 

isnftvodi move than any person of his condition in ! 
England; for he was plundered by the Ronnd-* 
heads thirty six times, some say above fifty* lie 
engnged (sic) lua anMll estate, and having than 

« Military Government of GIoocesteTi p^lld^ 119* 
If • 
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gathered 900 broad pieces of gold, he quilted theni 

in his waistcoat, and escaping to Ragland Castle, 
which attii hdd out for the Kiog» he presented to 
the Governor thereof this seasonable supply, an 
action which must be allowed to be the more ex- 
traordinary, inasmoch as it was performed by a 
private Clergy uiau, with a very uuineious family 
and small estate, which had been often plundered, 
and who was deprived of liis livings in tlic Chuicii, 
Godrich and Bridstow* His estate at Godricb and' 
Marstovv, was also sequestered. About the time 
of the capture of Hereford by the rebels, he was 
imprisoned [correctly, took ihelter^ for Ragland 
was then in the King's haad:>] in that famous 
Castle. He was particnlarlj^ accused of having 
bought arms and conveyed them into Monmouth- 
shire, though he had not done so, and of having^ 
preached in Rosse upon that text : Give uuto 
Caesar &c." in which the Earl of Stamford said he 
had spoken trea»on^ in endeavouring to give 
CsBsar more than his due. This Thomas Swift 
married Eliz. Dryden, Aunt to the Poet, and by 
her was father of ten sons and four daughteis* He 
died in 16&8« Jonathan the fifth son, an attorney, 
married Abigail Erick, of Leicestershire, and had 
issue by her Jonathan, the famous Dean ; and a 
daughter, wife of Joseph Fenlon, a tanner,* a 
match abhorred by her distinguished brother. 

♦ Thus IVTason, Hi^t of St. Patrick's, Dublin,?, p. 227 
229. Ju this work p. 229, is given from the Mercoriua 
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The PRIORY, fomierly called l laoeiiforcl, was 
founded by Richard Talbul in 1347, who was buried 
th ere, but at tlie dissolution removed to tlie Parish 
Church. The Priory Church appears as a baru, 
annexed to a house occupied by Mr. fiellainy, whh 
an adjacent fish-pond* 

' Tbe ancient manerial Court House is, or was 

ornamented with the carved figure of a Taibot, 
species of dog») in allusion to the family name. 

WALFORD on (he Teft bank, has few antiqun 
ties. One is a Casielium or small square en- 
trenchment upon Howl-hill, apparently an ex- 
ploratory post to the Camp at Penyard, Another 
is a fortified Manor House, so altered according to 
tradition, that it might not be surprized by a Coup 
de Main, from Godrich Castle* The courts and 
yards are so disposed as fo flank and command 
each other, nor could the House be taken without 
first carrying these, and a mount behind, which 
might hold field pieces. The third is the Wanent 
an encampment used by ColonetKyrle, Lord of the 
Manor and resident at (he Court House, before 
mentioned. He was first in the service of Chariest, 
but Uiined to the Parliament. Bein^ interred ia 
Walford Church, where his helmet is still preser- 

Rasticus, alonffdelaif.of the plunder of the Swifts. The 
villains uftorly disreprarded protections, wit fch 31 rp. Swift 
had purchased, aiu? tried to starve tbe infaot cbildrcti, 
threntmnnr tho millrr,tha1 i The aground any com for tliein 
tlu?y would gi iud him iu his own will," • 
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ved, a tradition has aiisen, that here was buiied 
Ibe more wof tby defender of Godrich Cesllet aa 
opioioD, foooded upon eonfnsimi t)f pefsoos.* 

In the Newspaper called Perfect Oecurretme, 

from April 25th, to May 2Qd, 1645, is the foll.ow- 
in; paragraph. 

^ Prince Roperl marched (from Brtatol) hj- 

J Walford, towards Ross, the last week, wiA 9f0{^ 

iC fiMt and horse, with two pieces of eafaancet who^ 

since we hear were quartered n^r Brampton*** 

IP The Gimfcd bad formerly a spire, which waat 

1^ d^tiay^d hj lightning February 17tb, 1813. 

in 

^aar the Church of RUERDEAN, are the 
<3 earthworks of a castle. From the remains of u 

axch, it appears to be of the 13th century, the 
sara of nearly all the architectural remains in the 

vicinity. It was the seat of the Alba-maras, and 
through female heim of the Devertyes^ Bicknors^ 

and Baj^nhams. 

It appears to have been a small strong held withb 

a BaiMcaii* The slieU ef ^ ssat hailt iihosift the 

i £ign of Elizabeth, shows that the castle was thet^ 
deserted* It was uapst probably destroyed foe 
amteriab, when the seat was erected; ^othiiig 
being left* 

Tradition poluU out a spot, from whence tlie 



• Aneedoteft of O^kiael Knrle^ will be given «wle«^ 
Inonnioatii^ 
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Castle was battered bj? Cromwell's Troops; but 
the Castle was probably not then iQezisteoce^ and 
there is an apparent conftision with the real fact, 
that after the surprize of Monmouth, Ruerdean 
was made b j Hassey, Governor of Glottcester» a 
paihauientary garrison to stopu plunderers from 
Hereford.* * £ 

P 

Upon the opposite bank i^ COURTFIELD, the 
modern seat of William Vaughao, Esq. just above ^ 



0- 



BICKNOR Ghurch» so called becaose an 

insulated part of Monmoutbshue. This separation 

was not nncoinmon» on account of anne^iation to ri 

a particular barony, ^ 

Mr* Coxe relates the following anecdote of an ^ 
ancestor of the Vangbons. Walking one day with 
hi$ son, who had been long married without issue^ 5; 
l^e challenged him to leap over a gate» The son 
attempted it without success ; on which the old 
gentleman vaulted over it easily, addiug as I i\ 
baTo cleared the gate for yon, so I moat e*en pnn 
vide you with au heir.'" Accordiugly he married 
B% the age of seventy, five^ and left a.son and three 
daughters* 

It certainly was a Cebick method to put children 
out to Qfrse, at a neighbonring farm,t andi» the 
Qighlaods, the children of gentlemen, often grow 
np in the /amilies of their nurses ; j; but in £nglaod 

. e.Corbett, p. 119. f Pennant's Whiteford. p, 2 

1 Newte*« Tour, p. 146. 
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Ihey are renaoved at an age of puberty^ to the 
hooMi fmoM of rank.* Sir fi«?iH GfaimUe*s 

house, tHl the civil wars (of Charles I.} broke out, 
was a kind of aeadenky for aH the young men of 
fiiniily io the country ; he provided himself with 
Ibe best maators of all kinds ; and the cbildreo of 
^sneighbomsaDd friendB abared the advastage 
wi^h his own.f When the revolution coo^nencedy 
aaya Lord Clarendon^ all relationa were confound- 
ed by the several sects of religion, who discount** 
enanced all foma of reverence and reaped, fk^ re« 
licks of superstition. Children sought not blessing^ 
from their parents, and their education waa neg- 
lected for fear of expence. Yonng women con« 
' versed wiUiout circumspection or modesty, and 
freqaenled taveraa; ao 4bat Cbarlea II. was not 
the author of ali the debauchery of his aera. Con« 
aiatently with the fashion of the times, before the 
parliamentary usurpation, Henry V. was nursed at 
Courtfield. The country people well knowing the 
attachment, which subsisted between collactanei^ 
to foster*bretberen,§ have converted broken angel» 
on each side the sepulchral effigy of the nnrse, in 
the church, into the infant Henry and bia fellow 
sucklinsr* That the effigy realty is thaibf the nnrse 
is founded qpon unvarying tradition, andyith pro* 
bobili ty. The. respect paid- to nurses^ both nmong 

♦ Hoveden a o 1191, Biogr. Brit. v. 698, et alii, 
t Watlihis's BideAodiM. I Owe Ufe^i.94d. ( See 
Giraldna GambrensiamClanidea^Scr^tQresi p. ML 
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the Romans and our ancestors, was highly filial^ 
and tbef acted as CbaperMW to Ihe daughtera, 

ofteu living in the family, till death.* 

Mr. Shaw, mentions an ancient Chalice, be^ 

loDgiug to this church, as the presumed work of 
Afabians, near the borders of Spain, and of the 
date of 1170,t whereas it is only a mistake of the 
cbnrch-warden's initials, and the year 1600« 

A t EN6LlSH)BiCK|«0R, are traces of a eastls^ 

or caste%t^ maasioii.^ 

At SYMOND'S YAT is a square camp, con- 
nected MTith the wars between the Romans and 

Silures ; for the position is immensely strong.g 

Upon tbe GR£AT DO WARD is a canp» of 
which, throngh natural defences, only the west 

ade is strongly fortified by eoirenchments, becauso 
Ant part was deemed accessibfe. Spear heads 
hare been found ; and the common marvellous tale 
is told <rf ikp discovery of a Giant's bones in a place- 
seemingly aicbed oyer. 

Between the Great and Little Doward^ in » 
Talley, lies a singularly pictnresqne estate, caned 
t)ie Kihi Honse Farm. In a corner of itj is a ro-> 
mantle caTem» bearing the name of King Arthur's 

« Saetonias p. 425. 448. 456 559. Ed. Babelon— 
Smyth e*s Lives of the Berkeleys M. S — Shakeepraro in 
Romeo and Juliet, alliides to the custom. -f Western 
Tour. p. 196. t Biglaud's Gloapestershire, ia Bickuor. 
VSoMr. OQagh Camfleii; il.448*,Editiim 1789. I c«b1* 
wiefind It t peatlUy It ia hid by the wood; 




^'22 DOWAftD. 

HalK It was certainly a Celtick cnstoro so to de- 
nominate caverns, and " Fingars Hall/' a similar 
excavation, was a residence at least d^rinf bunting 
seasons.^ Caves vrere winter liabitaliuus of the 
Ciiton^i.t and residences or places of protection 
for the Highlanders.:*: This is merely given to 
illu^ti.'ite a Ctliic custom of so deuomioatin^ 
caveinsj ; for this is only a worn out iron mine. 

Upon the Little Doward, a bill of peculiarly fine 
ootline, viewed in front from the Momnonth road 
are the interesting remains of a British Camp« 
Three circular terraces wind up to the summit. It 

a valuable relic of Driiish fortification, whe^e 
Caractacus probably pa<ited himself, for how other- 
wise are the adjacent Roman Camps on the Great 
Boward and Sy mood's Yat to be accounted for? 
Ostorius probably endeavoured to foree bim by thB 
Great Doward, but apparenily did not succeed^ 
and being compelled to cross the river, eiicamped 
at Symonds Yat, This inference is drawn from^ 
the circumstance of the Gauls taking up a position 
protected by a river, where even CaBsar declined* 
^tion.§. 

At GANEREW, Vortigen's palace has been' 
absurdly pfaiced by Geoffrey of Monmouth, and 
his copyists ; but the real spot seems to hare been. 
]>inaa Emrys, engraved by Sir R. C. Hoare.|| 

* CampbeH's Journey i'mm Edinburiph i n 19Q 
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Roman Coins have been found at MONMOUTH,, 
but Ihe BUsUmm of Anjtoawag U probably StauaUm 
f rem wbeiiee b J the Kymi» raw a Room md to 
Ihe town und^r dtacuteioou^ A Bfiiisb Fortf esft 
is aaid to tefe odstad pifriovt to the Roouui 
Conquesit and to have been occupied by the 
SMiaMi» to eupporl their eooiVMile between the 

Severn and Wye. It is supposed to have been re* 

lupUtbyJobHf Benin of Momnontbtt whence m 
failure of iesne, it wae alie«e4 to Pmee Edwaid„ 
(»Aerwer4i King Inward I.) in 1257. In 1265, 
afler <ba qnanel between Symon Earl of Leiceeler^ 

iMPkI Gilbert Earl of Gbucesler, the farmer soc« 

c^eefeUjf bfaiived the ^eaatlet which Uilbert haA 

taken and forlified ; and levelled it with the 
ground*? It was however rebuilt or repaired, fov 
devolving to Jehn ef Oawni, by mantefe with 
Bbach, daughter and heir of Henry, Duke ef 
ljiBeneto»->«Benry ef Belingbveke, Jehn^ Mn, 
our Henry IV. i¥as father of the Agincourt Wet^ 
m»r Bmrf V. bom hefe.| His faihev Binyy wae 

. M 1 

* Gents. Ma^r^^'mp, Jan, 182^. + In the Barons* 
warp m1993, the Earl Marebal came toMonttioath lo re* 
coDuoitre It for a sievge. Baldewiti de Gys^nes the gover^ 
ncHT, diecoyering him, nished out, withlofr to Mag in tbe 
Earl a prisoner to the castle. His bravery preyenting' 
•Qccevs, a kniorht killed the EarPs horse. The Tatter 
seized one of BaldewinV companions by the foot, dis-, 
mounted him, and Jumped upon the horse. Ikildewin in a 
rage tore off the Marsnars helmet, and seized the bridle. 
A cross-bow-man, se^ng his taiger^ shot BsMewla in 
the breast. While his men were attending him, the 
Mar)«ha1 was neglected, and his army coming up, a great 
slaughter was made amoaor the Castf»llans. M. Paris, p, 
329. Edition Watts. % Ttiveti AanaleSt P. 

% QQVg;b|*<>e^lichQUO||| ^c. 
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then at Godrich Castle, aod npon reeei^ng tfae 

news oi his son's birth, made a grand feast there.^ 
Aa part of the Duchy of Lancaster, Edward IV* 
granted it to the Herbei Is with whose other posses- 
aiona it has devolved to the Dukes of Beaufort* f 
The remains stand opon the rid^ of an eminence 
to the N« of the Moddow. The chamber .where 
Henry V. was bom, is part of an npper story, and 
58 feet long by 24 broad. Another large apart^ 
meiit, probably the faallt adjoins. A circnlar 
stair-case tower leads to the grand apartoieats, and 
▼estiges of the castle exist among stables and out* 
bouses. From the ruins arose a handsome edifice 
hi 10739 occasional residence of the Beauforts ; 
now a school. 

: The possession of Monmouth, as being the kejr 
of Sooth Wales, was perpetually contested daring 
the Civil War. In 1643, Lord Herbertbad begun 
to place a garrison In it; biit when Sir William 
Waller advanced, the soldiers abandoned the town» 
because it was naked and open.! It was recovered 
again for the King,§ and was alternately in the 
possession of both parties. The accounts are aa 
follow. 

** Col Massey after capturing Benrliley and 
Chepstow, took the town and castle of Monmouth ^ 

* Bloomfleld on the Wye, p. 14. + Thprf* arc other 
accounts since tbe grant, but (nry appear to confound the 
fecfarm with the estate, I Corbett, p. 31. § Id.ttl. 
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wbicih is not only the eiieniyTs inlet into Wales; but 

a magazine to serve Bristol and other of ihe king's 
qaarteis witb provisioos ; the maimer of gaioiog 
thereof beiug very remarkable, and certified to be 
thus. Colonel Kyrle^ who revoked from the par- 
liament upon the loss of Bristol, went out with a 
paxij some miles from Monmouth, to fetch in 
some provisions, and being as foil of jollity, as 
seciuity, the most valiant Colonel Massey fcii upon 
him and bis cbmpany in the midst of their mirth 
(which it seems they preferred before the sending 
iforih of scoutb) and so surprised them." 

*^ The said Colonel Kyrle being conscious to 
himself of his former services to the parliament, 
feared that he should not obtain quarter without a 
present recompence, and thereupon did undertake 
to bring Colonel Massey's men into Monmouih, 
offering lo march in the front, which was con- 
cluded accordingly ; and at his coming to the 
guard, they thinking it had been their own forces 
let down the draw-bridge, and without any oppo- 
hition received them into the town, and they de- 
manded it for the parliament, at which the garrison 
was so exceedingly amazed, that some of them 
fled away, and left their arms, and the rest, called 
for quarter ; and so this town beiiig of great con- 
sequence, together with the castle, was reduced 
lo the obedience of the parliament, with the lotti. 
of not above six men on both sides." Thus the 



September the Ut^ to the 7ih, 1644.* 

When Monmoiith was surprised by Massejy 
foiost of tho soldiers escaped, but many officers and 
jieisons of quality were taken* So Le Mercure 
Ai^loih No. 15, which repeats the story of 

Kyrle's treachery, as does also the London Postj 
lio» 7. October 1st, 1644, It adds, that Massey 
found in the town some brass cannon^ 



* CorbettfsaeeoiiiitTSrieB In thepartfeiilarB. Colonel 
Kjrle made overtures to Massie, eoTemor of GloucMen 
for the recovery of Monmouth. The latter havineptmaea 
the Prince's [Rupert's] horse into Wales, and destroyed 
the eaemy'9 proiect ia fortifying Beachley, qnartered 
with his horse and foot near Monmouth ou the Forest sidew 
ead receiTtnir sn answer to a message lately sesil to lieu, 
tenant Colonel Kyrle, propounded onto bini, and followed 
this way; that he would feig^e a post from Gloucester 
side, to desire a sudden return with his forces thither- 
ward, to secure that part of the country from the enemy, 
which was already tiowu out from firistol and Berkeley \ 
and t|iii message was to come to his hands at Mr. ^Hairs 
liouse, at High-meadow, a grand papfot, where it would 
take wing, for its dispatch for Monmouth, hy which 
means Kyrle commanding the horse mif^ht easily draw 
forth 8ome troops to follow therear of our party. Hereupon 
he feigned a sudden retreat to Gloucester, and having 
marelled hack three nilev, lodged hhi fetoes la a tlilelM 
of the Forest, and sending his, scouts abroad, prevented 
the enemy's discovery. In the mean time the intelligence 
reached Monmouth, and Lieutenant Colonel Kyrle draws 
out, whom the Governor surprized at midnight in High" 
nieadow house, with his troop of 30 horse, and with as 
little noise as possihle, adrsncod theuco to Monnoatb, 
Nevertheless, twas not so deep a silenee bat ffatf alarm 
was ^iven by the Cornet of the troop, who escaped, the 
surprisal, and the attempt made more aifhcutt, if not des- 
perate. The town took the alarm, stood upon their^nard 
expecting an enemy. Notwithstanding this, Kyrle with 
n faandred select hoiraei arrfred'at tie towtt-'s- end, oq»> 
fideutly cameuptothe draw-br|dge, preteuding;a retma 
with many prisoaecs taken, pressed aiegiucrds and pie^ 
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Soon afterwards the town was recovered in man- 
ner followingy according to CorbetU Maatio wa». 
inntodbjr some Monmoothahire Gentlemen Co take 
Cbepatow, and Major Throgmorloo waa induced to 
weaJcen the g^arriaon at Monmonth lo take advan- 
tage of this surrender. Tbe newa was fortbwitb H 
conreyed to the enemy, who drew together all the ^ 
strength they could make of Horse and Foot from J 
Ragland, Abergavenny, Hereford, and Godricb, y 
and November lOtb about break of day, came to > 
the town and^ lay undiacovered behind a rising 3 
ground, nt a qparter of « miie*8 distance, never \ 
tljinkingto make an attempt, jnuch less le sur- ^ 
prize it. But as the Governor*a unavoidable ab- 
sence, and tbe important enterprize of Monmouth 1 
Garrison, did cause their ^jpproach, there bein|p 
not above ^50 left (here, so the negligence of tbe 

▼ailed with Colonel Nottbj, the governor of the tijwn, bjr • 
the officers of the guard, to let c?own the draw-bridge, J 
which was done, butvith much jcalwusie, aud a stron^^ I 
Ipiiardj and the bridce pre^euti^ drawn up agaiii| iui>o- | 
niMfhtbattkeiiretBarty were like to be held itrisotienilii ; 
the town. Oarforforn hope saw that it was time to lay \ 
about them. They declare themselves, overpower the I 
gaard, and make good the bridge. They k$tpt a strict . 
watch over Kyrle's depa rtment, who acted part with 
dAterkyand vaJour. 0*ir bodv of horse and foci were at 
Band, bid'alargeentrance, sabdoed tbe towniaa mo^ 
nient, and spaied the blood of the stirprised soldiers. Bat 
the dark and rainy night fitted the governor of Monmoath 
with the major part of the Garripon with an escape over 
^edryg^afl. We took one Major, three Captains, aud 
divsrs inferior Officers, sixty common soldiers, five bar- * 
[els of pdwder aad some araus bat tbe town itseif was tbe 
psstpnsa, being the key of s. Wales aad tbe no)y safe 
intercourse for the King^'s Army, between the West. 
•Vales, and tbe J^ortbera parlfl--Corbett p. 109. Ill* 



uiyui^ud by Google 



128 umnovTU. 

Captain, to whom the keyes were entrusted in the 
Major's absence, gave up the town into their hands. 
So remiss were the slender guards, that the Tre- 
▼ally was beaten and none took the alarm. The 
enemy observed, and took the couiage to attempt 
the snrpiisal, come npon the higher aide of the 
towu, that Iboked towards Hereford, having only a 
sloping bank cast up to a reasonable height with a 
dry graft of no depth ; insomnch that the guards 
and sentinels being all asleep or supinely negligent, 
abore forty men. presently clambeied over and fell 
down to the next part, where they found not more 
than six men, who fled from the ground upon their 
coming oil. With this, one takes an iron bar, breaks 
the cbaine, forces the gate and sets it open to the 
whole body of horse, who rid up the town with foil 
career, seized upon the main guard, before one 
flMncouId he ready to give fire, and took the rest in 
their beds. It was done in a moment, where we 
lost Col. fironghton, feorcaptainst lieutenants and 
ensigns, some of the committee, together with 
common soldiers about 160 persons, two sakeis be- 
aides a drake, and nine hammer guns, taken at- 
Beachley with ammunition and provision, and at 
least 400 mnsketa.* 

^ Corbett, 118. The London Post of December 3rd 1644, 
giT«t a different account. It says ^ Colenel MUd h f Ymf* 
ni^lntenigence that the enemy was (quartered and plond 
enng: about the edge of Gloucestershire, adranced to in- 
counter them -J he had left 600 men in Monmonth to defend 
that towne, g^ving'them charge that they should notstirr 
forth until his retume j but the enemy haying some design 
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' MONMOUTH. 15D 

« The imt LoMm P0$i of D^oember 10th ujk 

There was some hope of the recovery of Mon- 
mouth; bi^t by reason of the overswelliBg of the 
river Seveme, the countrey thereabouts is so cov- 
ered with waters, that but little good in this winter 
season is to be expected. Some places neere 
Moi^mouth are however garrisoned to save the 
Tomt of Deane from the enemies inenrsions out 
of that towne/* 

By the Same paper of January 17th, 1644 — 5» 
it appears, that these incursions kept Massey^s 
tfwps eonstendy on the alert. 

' A tetter from CHoucester in that paper says^ 
^ We have a foule quarter hereabouts with the 
enemy» by reason of the losse of Monmouth* The 
H^di are still lieaffceniog ibr our govenio«r*o ab- 
.aenee, and then on the Forrest of Deane*s side we 
mmmr #aaft eonstant dlames, *espeolally whim be 
is towards Stroud or Cicester) so that we have a 
llfUydi Uifj piieeifi we flonld din^o om fiavees» 
an<l th44 f^poot be til) the«f« hor^ doe joyne witfi 

In the JHercurius Verdicus, October lltii— - 
mk» 1646^ it is rand*. " As for Lnafoid!* ii- 

nt Chepstow, there "was 400 men sent out to fall upon tbem 
In the mean time the Lord Herbert nnderAtanding: what 
a weake power was left in Monmouth, he sent ei^lit of the 
mmcWiny of Ills sonMlcftyla tliebtf ri S ^cuiytsy pfsiaSa 
wl|o preten<|in|r tp be /or tss parliament, held ^ loni? dig. 
S0aiae with tlie'acntiiiela spon tne draw-brid^, when be- 
liold, upon the sudden, two troops of Horse appeared, who 
breaking ttirongrli the sentinels4i4 eater the tomc^ Which 
Ihe^ not lon^ afier mastered/* 
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dining to acceptance of £500, for Ihe iantnder of 

Monmottihy they know not of it.*'' 

This Lnnifoid was the famous Sir Thomas, who 

fuioishes a corious instanre of the lamieoce of 
party slander. Fr<n some report of cmelty to- 
wards women and cbildreD, he was calumniated | 
as a person who fed npon the latter^ as being 

ai tually a Cannibal.* To hin^ the following Unes | 

. of Hndibras allode. 

Hade children with yomr tones formfert. 
As bad as Bloody Benss or Lsmferd.*' 

P.iii.c.ii.l.e8.t 

In the M^rcurhts FerHcui of October 18—86^ 
we hare " Colonel Morgan with the Monmonth, 
and Glamorganshiie clabmen have besieged Mo»- i 
moolht whereof Lumford is govcrnonr. They | 
have sent in summons, and received a negative 
returne/* However ii waa very aoM after takes 
in SMUitter following* 

Coionel Morgan with the assistance of the 
ebontry dobmen came againat the towns with a 
considerable number of horse and foot, and after 
the enemy perceived that we had an intention to | 
storme them, they fled out of the towne into tlie ; 
eastlct after which the townesmen, considering , 
with themselves, that If we entered by force after 
anmmonsy they should be left to the violence of 
the sottldieis, they let fell the diaw-brtdge» by 

* Mercar.Aolic Ap.ft-0.1M. f <SrMi|ftr ikSHS. 
PopaUur Astiq. ii. 961. 
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vbicU {OiW^s our mm enticed tof ne» aivi ^he 

tomy stood on their guard lo the oattle. Then 

m.aeal^ar pjraaeers to De^i^ ,ao^ otiier ffSLMlMg 

which came in reij freely, and the next day bein^^ 

T)inr84W>re)^.^g;sui to undeunioe in several g[araes 

which the eneiny . peiceiviog, sent o^t for a pM^Jf 

which Wi^/ci^osem^cjl unto, and hostages given on 

holha^^. ^ whichit wps agreed^ .the ofBcoiai ^ 

should inarcj^ away wiiii tiieir owne arme^^ and j 

itm e^wn Bwi^im withoot. JVerenriiia ^ 

dicttJ, October ?5th— November 1st, 164au The > 

«ntlo^^evfrsto<4nej4||B>of three daft. Jfefw 

jsirt hiurnaly February fith~16th, 1645—6. . } 

Walford Coarl^ obtmned the goTemnient of the 
tov^ ^nd /ioiipiUed some stragiKlers sncceiafnUgr, 
the appaieni utmost of faia serficee« MeramSU 

j^^icM^, No. 28. November 1st— 8lh, 1645 ; but 
Bcaa. oql confirmed in his aiMis4io&4iU March, 1646 

— Ter/efi} /iiMfwa/ March 10—23, 1645—6. 

In the Cities Weekly Post of January 13lh to 
WHbf a«45— 6, it is reported, that 200 of the 
Ragland Horse entered Monmouth, Ibnt wero , 
diiT^ out with much shame and loss*. 

Sv^h w^ ^e state of ^onmo^ in that 
the judges did not dare to go there to hold the 

1659> ^o. :5^2^ihmt were obliged to refer tbeaffilir 
to parliameD t, who ordered, a. ccynmission* . 
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A Post-office wag not oiUblU»od at HonaiiNiiir 
and Mfeial other parts of South Wales, till N ovem- 
ber 1063. Tht IntelUgmcer, Monday, Novemiiex 
im, 1668. 

The town was moated and walled, with four 
irates* Only a part of the moat remains, stretch* 
ing to the ruins of an old gateway, in the street, 
near Ross^ tnrnpike, Parts of two roimd toweit 
which flanked the South gale are visible, and the 
Monnow gate is entire. Some vaolta under th« 
bonse of Mr. Oeril, oftheDnflfryn, are attributed 
to Anglo-Saxon, if not R^mum workmanship. On 
the North ride of the ebnrch says Gough, etandb 
a ruinous square building, in which are very thick 
walls, niehes, > and windoiws, and three ronnd 
nsehed doors ; supposed remains of the Prioij. 
Tanner says, that rt was founded by Withenoe dto 
Monmonth, in the reign of Henry I. who plited 
a convent of black monks from St. Floiian*a, near 
fiWmni© in Anjov, tn the ehnfeh of St. Cadoc, 
near the castle, and afteiwards in the chnnrh of 
fit. Mary, or Catherine, as Speed. The present 
chnrch occupies the site of that of the Priory, Uut 
having been partly reconstracted abont 1740, 
the tower and lower part of the spire are the only 
ancient fragments, The Priory bouse contniSNS 
Ian , apartment, said to have been the fibrary of 
Geoffrey of Monmouth,* whose legendaiy work 
shows the extreme ignoranoe of the Bfileiis^. aa to 

* K^holsoo, &e« 
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their own real history. Such ioveotiont as hit, 
were commm praeike$ in the middfe aget.* Su 
Tboiiiui^a chudi ia.a eotiaiia oM strncture, aa.. 
cribed io pari to the Sazooai and aveii to the 
BffitoBt. The flioaldiiiga of aome arelm eteite 
particular attention. The suhurba beyond the 
Mottoow are probabij^ the aite of the Britiab Iowh* 
Two aneieet hospitab fonnded by John Monemoe* 
once exiatod ; aad a free aehooi and alma-hoiiae 
MmiD, the beoefiMfiona. of Willian Jooea^ who 
from a porter, became a factor ift London. Theie 
ia alao a ebapel, once behHiKiiig te the makeia of 
Monmouth Caps mentiened in Shakeapeare** 
Umtj ¥9 of which the maaQfiwtim waa mMtad 
to BewdkjF^ m accoont of a pla(ue.f 

Near Mdnmboth afanda a very- I^jr emiaence, 
called " the KYMIN." Here is a naval temple^ 
in honor- of Lord Netaon, and our other marine 
heroea. From hence is a most * anperb view of the 
banka of the Wyefmn the New Weir to Moiimoatb;r 
wmA on the 8; look to the neaiest cnunenee, and 
you aee in front the ^uc/c^lon^r (so called from a 
aiUy.alofjr abont a bnekv) a fliBMHn lockinf ateno* 
of the Druids^ not a mile distant. Some writera 
wpon^Galliok A«l|4«iti«St them ckekihiir^ 
i. e. jadgment-^tonea« In one direction they were 
BMifeable ; bal in otheca^ the greatest force ooly^ 
preaaed Aeir immense weight againal the aides of 



- * * 8ee tbi0 exhibited ixLFoftbroke'« British MouachifiiiiM 

aewSditlen, p.lf.ail/ f Nfehelseo^ 



Digitized by Google 



184 Honmwru^ 

the cavity in lUoH tli# fpez j^a^J^- Tk/v 
tie supposed to have beeu u^^d iq divjoatiiiUj the 
iiiiral»«fift4ftl«rnuoi«ff Iba om|&: from, 4bti< 
•Mmd, wbeQ violenHy pushed, and rtv^rberiuUiig, 
ttelibejr were suited to-atetoi Ibe «0«iitry upw 
ikt appTOMshof MMtnqr^t oraslhaieww n^im* 
aa9e..roQiid theiii» that saoctiijf waa b(f 
p6fimh«hitiag thfm ; Hwt tb» am^ wm 9 wta- 

uary fur ofiendeis; for iatioducinj proselytes, 
paople iiAder jm^p or gjo^ to j^f\%i^X 9r for 
MMidar aMircfa,! RmA tt^MMi mre ala^ fcinemi 
■MWHiwiMits, forUr. l^ji^i^ajf^m Itw^^juauaJl 
wMh Ifce andenla Id flaiee pne itt>t f^e^nfw 
aaoiher for a religious memorial.*' The atoo^a 
thus placed, 4iey |ioi#ed aa iB||ii4(y» Abat ih^^ve 
affected with. the least external force; a breath of 
wind would sometimes if ake tbemvibaate, , ThescL. 
^eie lulled copking atonea. 

tin Romin nann^.^id not penetrate into ^Scot<* 
land and Ireland, from whence are. to Jbe i^a^Wfk 
iherbealnntingelaflWnlionsaf Cfelli^ ; 
and it is.alao iJear that originals of thye .poep^ 
Oman afeCui&d tn Ihn Highkndi, .Imme? 

beliishedi or garbled by Macpherson. ]n ibe 
fKMa^f Canrio«lhiiim we.haxBa *^ Atjmta 
along the cauit, m^hMXl ^ tt^hs^ing. ^oj^^? rQp 

^ •-SmltVaOaettte AaHdiiaies, p 71. ^ArchDeol«flK 

V.ix.p. J Borlase, pa38, &r. Watson'^g * 

Argonaut, B.i^ . ' . 
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» 

Ibe top is tbe circle of Loda, tbo wtofsy iiom4 %f ' 
power.^* And again The king of Sora ii toy « 
aoD, be bende of the timte of my power fa 
Fiaga] B« iii. we have a still stronger paatagep 
^' Be called the grejr^haired Snifan, ihai 
mmg round the circle ofLoda ; when the Hone qf 
paieMrkmrd kievake, and batde tamed in the 
field of the valiant/' Now round Stonehenge and 
ihia rocking-sione runs a green path ; it wai for 
tbe deiiolf or jjerambnlatioii round tbe templet or 
stone, three times^* a cufttom which Giraldas 
Caiobrenaia says, that the Irish transferred to 
churches.t From Ossian we see, that the bard 
walked round the atone singingt and made it move» 
as an oracle of (he fate of battle. That sneb staiaee 
Were also aanctnariea appears from the foUowiag 
anecdote. Three Englishmen in tbe reign of 
Edward !• fljing from William WallaeB, took re« 
fttge at Ae atone, eslled tbe Neede of St. Andrew^ 
in that town thinking to be $iwed by the immunity 
^ ^mi^:'1(, That it was also wed teheattif 
is Of ident from a neighbouring c ustom In Christ^ 
chnieh (Jbnmoalhshife,) in the middle of the 
chancel, is a large flat stone, smd to biafe bn» 
hmged to a saint, bnt a mere memorial for one 
John Calmer, and upon tbisstone, ercry year, en 
Wednesday eve before Trinity Sunday, many wo- 
men and children, who are weak in their ItmbSi 

» See Bor1a»e. t Camdeni Scriptores, p, 743| 

X Kaigbion, iu X. Scnptorei*! col, 
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afe brought from distant places to lie from gun-set 
to sunrise ; the psrish clerk remaiainf with them 
an the night whh eanffles.*^* 

Ah^veAe.alsne is a loofc-bason, for libations of 
hh|0d» win^ haiiey:gr«aiii iksc^rdiag tp fioitase^f 
'kafcdMldiRi npoft hkfk Wtffftfttat ^adifam Hmm 
iu water! among the. anciei^ Iiidi : ^ud tetiM 
*mtor kM8itiilil«>r onslsttQFDf nitt iwate ftr 
^eat^ aanptiiy. 

Upon the eastern corner of the stone is a rude 
Hrehttow almost stopped up by growth of the aoil^ 
^ which according to Borlase, was the sacellumf jor 
little chapel,| where the Druid of the stone placed 
liimself. So late as 1GS2, a hermit in Ireland, to 
whom, the country people brought all manner of 
jpreseiits, was called the Ao7y man 6/ihe 9t<^.'\\ 

The form ^f theirtone is an irregular square iB- 
MHid |^yiamid,ir «sd 4be writsr nf this «pM tHm 
«srid ju«it perceive it move. The point, where it 
Ipnches the pedesl»l isQisi above 2 fm squall. 
tolMttgU is sAmt li) feet: S. E. side 19 feet 5 
inches : side 17 leet ; & W« 0 feet» and to 
••ithwle 12 «wt. The mk .peaestal is an 
Tegular square: ^ E. side 12 feet: N» Ufe^t^ • 
iiicbet; W,^ feel frmehesrS* U feet; 

* Goiighki CSamden, + P.m - 1 nimldimm 

X.Scnptoresp. 1071. 4 p. 150. [| f oJlert, Reb. 

^rJn^sIS'p " P 64: f It is engravcditt the AutU 
quartan Repertory, p. ij^, ^ , 
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The atudent of Celtick Anliquilies will see a 
fine illustration of these Druidical rock§ and proves 
in a French book entitled V Ermiie en Prcv* 
ence,'' or manners of the Basques, a people at the 
foot of the Pyrenees.* That it conveys a real 
representation of the ancient piacticcii alluded to, 
cannot be doubted. The Biiw (Bil, assembly 
and Car, a contraction of Cahar^ old men,) was 
not held in a palace, or in a space inclosed with 
wallsy bnttna woadf*uponM emnence^ which 
commanded the eomojune of Ustaritz. Two pieces 
^rocA; formed the seats of the president and seciOi- 
tary; another black, the sui face of which has been 
roughly polished, served, as a table, and there were 
iDScrified th^ deliberations,' and decrees of the 
council. The members composing the assembir 
stood leaninsr on thorn sticks, with ikeir baeke 
against old oaks, which formed a circle. They, 
had as much respect for this wild spot, as the 
Romans had for the Capitol adorned with the im- 
ages of their Gods, Indeed the Basques called 
and still call if . CcpitoUHeri, i. e. Capitol of the 
Country, 

That stone circles were the round hypcsihrul 
temples of the sun^ in Briiaia,- mentioned by Dro? 
' dorns» sibems to be strongly supported, by the 
following passage from llo)insh^d.t here given 
becMM it islong anteriat to the age of St«keley. 

• Thf passag-e heffe ii taken from ihc Literarf 'OasettO 
Ko. u?.p.p*23.24. t V.p.45. Ed.4to. 
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wIhi hai been called the fir$t appropiiator of these 
works to the Druids. ' Hainus, King^ of the 
Seotk, long before Christ, upon m religiooe dew- 

tion towards the Gods, having an assured beliefe, 
that without their iavoun ell woridlie policiee were 
but vaine, devised sondfie new ceremonies to be 
added unto tbe oid» and also caused certaioe places 
-is smidiie imrtsof hisdomimoii to bee appointed 
out, and compassed about with huge stones round 
like m ring ; but towards the aoath was one might- 
ie stone fa rre greater than all the rest, pitched up 
in manner of an altar, [Cromlechs] whereon their 
priests might make their sacrifices in honor of 
their Gods.** 

In witness of the thing there remaioeth unto 
this day certaine of those great stones, standing; 
round ringwise, which places are called by the 
common people the old chappels of the Gods.*'* 
Theflnnoas LerA/ener, e stone bridge omabiook 
was so denominated, viz. the speaking stone, be- 
cause it once spoke, when a corpse was carried, 
ever it ;t and in the chnrch-yard of Maentwrog^ 
Meribiiethshire, is a long stone called Maen-iwrog 
tbe atone of Twrog, a British Saint, who lited 
about the year 610, so that the early Chriatiana 

.e The Gremlecli near MarecroM co. Glamorgan is 
ealled^he Old Ckmrek'^ and more Inataacea mKrhi aeen 
UiGovsrh*! Camdeu. f Holinshed yi. 168. The oaka 

Sere also oracular, for Dr. Clark deducen the descent of 
le Pelasgl from the Celts, (Trav. Yi.461.) and Vireil has 
(GeorflT.ii. T. la.lHabita Graiia oracnlatquercus*' fOaka 
were esss wd Otedes bj the Greeks.] 
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'Ha!|iMko«tim*0&lliiitrtiiiM rtwwi, 

'4)MMi8e'it^ Qould be couspicuoiif lor miksi being 

'from a tree Uy its. 4at iuacla(ti4 Y like fonn^^a 

*4<^it, is a large bu I row, and on the Culefordtwd, 

<^Ibd!4iH> IjMig Stone. An old Poman road,*' 
'^«qiiii[c«%Cwe*r «t tefuia fcom. tlia l«tt bank. «of ifae 
X^e up dia^K^aoi, tpuwrnby StawlMr >aiidMs 

•pftrt ot tbe^oid way from, Monmnulh ;to Glouceiier. 
' AKtauntoti wanmiy JndtontianiioC B^mfm weMt^ 

-aeot. The name of Siaiuiloii . fMlW^/ the .eg^'« 
*teenc^.df ^'Romn eawnay/* 

The first object just out .of Mtmrnouth, ia TVoy 
''RiMm/ so called, becanse ailoaled ftpom 4he'aiiiaU 

rivulet Trotliy. It was formerly a seat €f the 
HerbeMs ; no^ of the Dukes of - Beaufort, who 
twid« here durinsrthe races and assizes. It is the 
work of Inigo Jonjes^ and contains^ nobte opart- 
ne&ts, ornamented with fine portmilsof 

•^ibisdMeal^aIlli)y• ..Among its aciti(ljaitiea is a fine 
•'Wikedtfiiatioej^pieMbrojiigbUHW Ij^laiidi^MIe ; 
• MGd^a&is j^id, the l^ed in wliich Henry V. wa9.born, 
^iri$ ctadfe, . and armoar in which he fought al Agin- 
"«Sdrt. The. bed iaof scarltt dotiii^ riiihly fri"ged, 
,pail« «efere4^iUi,^he,.aa9ie. ^Tl^ i«.|iio 
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aiMicbniiiitiii in tupposinf it ef the 15lb cenfiRy; 
and beds with curtains^ appear at thiasra, to have 
iMmadiatiwiimof knifhlabaiiomt* TheeiaiUe 
of the clasMCtl ancients varied, being of theseveral 
toru of a aBiali bed»t a biic]ilar( or a boatf Rock- 
mj maal :|| Martial laja, byaMm^ Jmwvud 
meBtiom a vaulted tester of fine liaeu to keep off 
'ffioa«*t We find a cradle of th» auddk'^ag* aoa- 
pended by cord23» and covered with cIotb»tt ^d 
tint of Henry y« once praiemd at Mewland» in * 
wooden obloug chest, without tester, swin^ng- by 
Unka of ifon» between two poata^ aurmoiinted by 
two birds for ornament.^:;: This looka Bsneh more 
ancient, than that at Troy, which has a tester, 
rockers, and ia covered with orinMHi ydvet> but 
this is similar to ancient royal cradles.§§ Both 
' anon; tho RoBUUiB,m and oniaehm, the cbildien 
slept iu them at night, being confined by bands 
acfoaB.Vi[ Aa to the armour, it appears to be 
much more recent than the time of Henry V* and 
only a anit for training youth. The inference 
'4bei«fefe is, that these are relics brought from 
.Ragland Castle, of the Somersetfamily, 

On the Monmonthshire side of the rim, abont 



:a mile and a half below Monmonth, is the ofaordi 



p. I. V. «. ts. 9. 11 Tbeecrit. nbi sup. Jf EjAjgr, xi, 4^. 
♦ * Edit. Lnbin, ti. lio. M. ft I>ttcsnge t. BeroeUniB. 

tj From the Enqjavingr. Leland's Collec'tanea, 

184. nil Stieton in A,usriiati», U. f f JDscem tlcsipt- 
oresy 10d&. JLel|iibitvpni* 




IT. BtlATUS. 141 

iA PENALT, situated on the side of a woodj em- 
ia«iGe* «l die back af which ia an azteiiaiTa com* 

mOQ« On this common is a large oak tree, at itg • 
£t>ot a Mame scat* When a corpae ia brooght by,, 
en ila way to the place of inteiment, it is deposited 
on this stone, and. the company sing a psalm oyer 
the body. 

Hece is an evidenl continuation ctf the ooft and • 
4pMMsrof Draidiam, and Cellick eoatoma altered in* 

a CShratian form* it is the aong of Bardsr 
HMoh rose ofer the dead/' mentiencd in Oaaian'a • 

death of Cuihullin, aa accompaniment of the Iiish 
bowl/ and altered t»y the Popea into the TrenuLf 

Oppoedte Penalt ia CLOW£RWALL» the caader 
jWlMianaenl d the WpndaaM } end Bielunrair wan 
• Ihnof, paieelefTiBtoni Abbey, granted to Tracy 
Catchmay. With Joan, only daughter of the kHi| 
TneyCNilchmay, itpa8aedtolheRooka4iiiwhMt 
femiiy the scat and the estate remain. On the aim|» 
mU ^ ikm eminence, in a bleak nnintenatin|^ 
country, ate the remains of the Castle of St. BRl- 
AVJgLS, patched and cobbled,, lik^ a worn-out 
dMOw It wii bmit by Mite Earl of Hereford, for 
the raiideiice of the lArds Wardens of the Forest of 
IW—, and tn seataain the incuiaiena of the Welcb« 
But it has been for centuries in a state of decay, 
«ed ia nvw n pfieo^t for delinfMnta in, the Foreat^ 

^ Cblleei. ielteb. Hjbem, by Gtn. de ValaBeey/ 
t Pwgyg e, ^. BAftHtCATto. X Feshfoke's GIoq- 

eeit!imnj(nT, tl, 
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anc! ditfefdrt in ' (b^HuTrdriBd. Iii the cliitll i« 

fine tomb of William Warren. Th^ panne! con-^ 
faini a'spc<*'imen of the ancient manner of sivalhingf 
infants, exactly similar to the Roman,* and ih4 
tyrannical custom of children, being only permit--' 
ted to knee! upon a cushion, or cushioned fotiW J 
when in the presence of their parents. t When the' 
Britons- buHed, they erected stone pyramids or pil- 
lar?,} an usage, which ended in crosses instead. § 
The close-tuft stone is one of these. Formerl;^ 
* there was a hermitage belonging to the Abbey of 
Grace-dlev. EVety inhabitant of this parish gire^ 
Id. per annum to buy bread and cheese, on Whit^ 
rtiflday, Tht bread and cheese are cut into small 
pieces, and immediately after the service is ended; 

congregation hold their hats, aprons, &c. and 
tile chnrchw^rdens throw it to them; AOkt ctlni-i 
m6nly a general scramble taltes place. This inC 
decorbtrt' cli^tont ha^ recently been transferred froni 
tlie church 16 the church-yard. It is said to be th6 
conation of having right of common on Hndkhollsj 
an extensive tract of wood-land : but a similar 
cfhfctoth ptivailed at Paddinglon, where loaves Wcr^ 
tosj:ed iivm th^ church-tower to be scrambled fdr,[( 
air ati oito^n fnture plenty.^* It was derived 
ffotfi the Panis JtscaJis of the Ronfian?/, ffo' tihheVl 
because given at the expence of the treasury, and 

* B©issarcl,iii. 20. ^ • +.Henry'a History of <3rea* 
Britain^ p. 3. J Antiq. Discourses, i. 212. Kinp'a 
MuiviTOcnta Antiqua. i 13?). |1 Lyson's Envirpn«^a\i^ 
p. 605. f Mer«ur. Public. May 24—31, 1660« 



Digitized by Google 



TIKTSftK ABBKT. 148 

ealled als^i ditpensatariut^ civilis and gradilU^ 
because it was distributed fropi an elevated fdaeej 
tte atepe of Ibe amphttlieatre, &e.* 

When the iaannfacture of wire by milia, waa 

introdnced into this kingdom, [anno 1506} the 
Artiita ^ho eame frein Geimanyt Jirst aetlled at 
Whitebrook and Tinterk AoBST* Not &r him 
lienee(Tintera Abbey)aaya an andantrmiter it num 
(1708) erected two Furnaces and tvre Bng^ 
whieh peibapa make the beat malleable iron fai ttio 
Kingdom, that is here made into Wire, by waters 
teillSy and ether ingeniona ittventieqai bionifhi 
here by Germans, many years since, wfaoae poa-i 
teriiyaoeee«dalhrai in tbmr aeata and emfilayi*^ 
nents. Here and at Whitebrook, near adjace^ty 
aira-tbe oriy^plaeeaan Biitain lur mahinr tbia aert 
of Wire, which hath proved so advanta^^eona t^ 

tUi enantiyy and^o^the wheloiialieiH'' * 

The famous Coppet-work, . (Redrbrook) tha^ 
torna so much to the advantage of the Nation, and 
benefit of .the Undertakeis ii also on the river Wye 
managed hj Sweda^ and other Fore]gnera4^ 

AiTintfim ia a .Ucnsaformeriyaieloiifiiig to tht 
ftarily^of Fielding, battered, according to tradition 
bfilhaipatiiABsentaryitroopa, froaa^thoibrow'itf Iht 
Wli o^.lheoppesitd'aidaiof tlto river> where there 

iiaa ce^toinlly Jieenom encamfoenk. Tbia woifc ia 

., .. * 

• Eamlopediedes Antiqoit^T.pAfV* f Qo.? tke 
recount* tfiry. See Beekaiaii^lirteQtions, ii.SiS . t Ex^ 
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: J • . " * .•-■ 

Bbt likeiji^ to baTO been ttirown up Iberely./or tbe 

purpofiie of koocking down a house ; and therefore 

irmoie probably appertttna to tbe Anglo- Sazona, 

wlio foiighl here against tbe Britons. 

fii tbe year 610^ Geolwalpbjf King^ of Weaaeji.. 
sttedced thii Bri^nr in €HanorgalMliile« Tb^ 
dteiick or Teadrie the Weldi Boil^lieiof IbAt coan^ 
try hat resfgAe^ tbe tfmMIe l» hU Mafoneo^ 
anil lad BB eremitical itfo amongi tbe roeka ol 
' Dindyrn.'* His former iohjceta Head M w^k thai 
h4 bad ilvaya been vtetoiietia; aBd therefore aa 
. aeoir at hii ahowed faia Aoe faia .eneariea look %m 
fligt^ Thsf aceordiagly diB§^. Urn froBk tbe 
diaert i^priaal bur witt^ iatffhB;i«|Md Bmnit;^ obm 
Bma a Ganeiali loited IhB.Sfixgnia at ^tbia .place* 
1ft Ike aatnnr tereoeiMd# almial ifuwd ob tl^ 
bead^ and dfpii^ed bia body to bp ^nuefi^ and a 
ehnreh to be bnilt, npon the apot wbere be ahould; 
bappen to die, Tbis place was llfathern near 
^epstow; anfl t^isWp iSodwin saya il^ai bi tb^fi 
aatv bis remains in a stone coffin,* Tintern fi- 
aaid t)> ie ^rived fniin i)m aloFtress, and ^eyrk - 
%^^MMmiffk% sAdit iaipfoiiBbiei^ that the fJredent ' 
Abbeys waaioiBded dpon ^iHb wiy tiift^^or*llHl 
^ate^ 'Budii^aRtage ; ia MlKSCBbtc^^*abBt 
the i>avMi(Cli^pei tim,} ia ilMiiini|fi#4MP «». 
lagiiii thirt^fV^f« tb% iBnla'^iibateK beiBg 
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ealled Abkff\ inA tbe^ioirer part mariht eonwmt 
Ihe Old Abbey* From Ii^ce there arises a pre^ 
ftumptioDy Aat tile^ firat nonaaterj founded by- 
Waller de jClare, in 1 131 was begun near the Inn ; 
' but that Rofer Bigod^ ill whose sm the prmnit 
fabrick was eertaiiily built, remored it to the she 
of the Oid Abbey, fot otherwise how can tbafdit^. 
tinctionof be satisfactorily explained i V 

Chaucer says,. for threttene is a covent as i 
goea^^*^ accptr^inglj there were thirteen religioiia 

here at the dissolution. The idea was taken fiouK, 

Christ lind the tweWe Apostles* 

• » 

* CMfb ita]n» of Tintern, The principal reqntiM. 
dMisisI of the T.fa arch, which affords a fin^ ^pe* 
lAnto ilf the style of Architecture, called Goflile. 
Its rich west window j&titi^qpite entire is oiirch arfk. 
mired, though perlttps somewhat defective - in 
proportiop^ bein^ rather too broad for.it^ height.. 
The smaUhfeorteiAatii it, is extremely poorf. ibm 
intent of the Architect is manifest. He meant by^ 
^tts contrast Ifiib fheloftiil^ of Uie ro^f 4a stdie^ 
the beholderf.— On the wh6le, ^oqgh thisMonas-^. 
lory is nndoAbiediy lightanddegairt, it w^ints thai . 
yloaniT solemnity sQ^^seiitial to: reBgi^ul ruins* ^'^^^ 
Kat fileasfth^eneiy'conferiP. . 

WiWam of Worc^ter gires tl^ f41o*ijir ^g&kiii^ 
/^Q)»^9flhd Abbey, ' 

a -7:7 — 

« 
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I 

If any particular deviations from strict ftrcbi-> 
tMtimi pncmaoccarr the remark <rf Sir Christi 
Wm it to M reeolleeted^ naaidy , thai' the Nomiaii 
Boildera were not exact le a mcetjTt either in their 
iHiicohHMriatMMy or ai<ehea» or ether maUeii, 

Fron whalhaa beeiieaid ^MieerBiiif the aocieat 
appropriation of the Banks of the W je to religiona 
inetilations it may be betiered that the term Llaic- 
CAVT was dorived froai Um a CihBidi. and Cmm 
a British Saint^ whose fkroily had lands giren them 
in Gwent (this comHiy) by Arttmi; Nor doea tfio 
mention of this name fictionize the tradition ; for - • 
the Arthnr of romance is rai&rely a hero of a novels 
horrowed ftom a real historici^ King: and General, 
BMBtioDed by Uywarch, Merddin and TaliessiBj 
hia contem^omiesy and by the Triadst (doenMUls 
of nndoiibted credit,) who however is not in any 
wise fsaltodby the Poets or Triadst above «th«r 
Princes, who held similar stations in the couitiy*^ 

Laneanl baa a mHitary importanee i| aMihar 

ttra, (be civil wars. Sir John Wintonr^s ^valry 
hmdod atLaaeanty wham they.wteiMied to fsrtiiy 
and make good the pass over the Wje, by which 
mtm inisbt iiano ontof Walea, at tiMr 

pleasure.f , . 

CHEPSTOW CASTLE ia aaid fo have been 

* 

besieged and taken in 1645, by the pariiament ; 

• SirR.C Uoare.--I>ib(Ua'8Typofrranli. Antiq.i.24ll« 
t Corbett** Military Ootenunent oT Gloacfst^, p. m. 
M*Bll.lnell. * 
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jHirprijied for the king 10 1048j and again recorered 
% the parlitmter; m eeme of wbieh eapliires» 
treachery had a large share; Qotwithstandiogy 
after a long eiegey condncted bj Cromwell^ it was 
once taken by storm^ and nearly all the garrison^ 
put to tbe awovd*^ 

Hie following paragraphs are taken from th^ 
liwapipen pobUahed during tbe civil wars* They 

vary from tbe quoted account. 

From Gloacester there is also certain in- 
telligence brought to the parliameDt the lanie day^ 
that Colonel Masaie bad issued out with a party of 
his garrison, and fallen upon Sir Henry Talbot*8 
forces at Shepstow* (sic.) where be surprised the 
colonel, three captains, three lieutenants, three 
Irish reformadoest sergeant major Tbom, besides 
sixty common soldiers, with much arms i(nd ' am* * 
monition*'' Perfect Viumal, JMuaay 20tb to 
February 6th, 1643—4. 

. From Gloucester it is certified, that Ck>lonel 
Morgan, the governour, is recovered of his healthy 
end is gone to* the besiegers of Chepstow ; the 
town was taken the latter end of the week, and 
they were in iair hopes of the castle^ (which 4ic« 
cordingly did surrender.)" MereufiuM V^rikus^ 
No. 26» October lltb— -18tb, 1646. 

V So Nicholson, &c« , 



•STrofc*. No. 18. from Oetohet li|tki<o!91ftpilM», 

. To .as lUtle purpose, ii» 'IUp^rt*s^tqr4Sff 
the tadie* to breakfast at Abing^,- wjl^I^MA"^ 
(»ic) Colonel Brovnie billeted upon hia qnarteim, 
'aiid got more upon tht;ir bones, then they for theVr 
-own 

mouth,) tuined out the governor df Chepal^w 
. ;iqxNiJmb a projectf which .made tbe man come 
jOioutto u%.aDd fliey buibtowa and^^astle 
hjit.". 

tStb, to the 20tb, 1645* is tbi*. 

' f A meaiengef Aia day eame ta tbfif housc^ .vf llh 

-4l >furAer confirmation of the good . news from 
' mtoa, of tbe .takiagofVCbapH^y^CastjOy aodl^e 
town with ordnance, aims, and ammunitioQ as^ -be- 
fore. The house ordered, that thanks should be 

» ■ 

given to Uod, on the toi'd's day lies:!,' fersnr* 
render oC th esaid castle and^town, in like manner 
as Basing and Wifiifteslw. They- 
^red, thanks and a reward to tfeer Ctetemor of 
' Glbucedfer, thar Mthfid^ igaUam^^^nd rel^us 
''Gentleman/* J 

The stores in Chepstow Castle were immense, 
nuaely as folloWi.' ^ ' M t • - • 
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£ight«eB pieces of cannon } 30 barrels of taft. 

great and small. \ 4000 weifj^bt of bisket. • 

lA barrels of powder, 1 A.butt of sack. 

tliari|iietoMU <; dliogaheadaoCiDCtlMllllIa, 

0 ton of lead. | 4hog8beadtof bacr. 

Great fttonf of flra-worka. 70 buHhela of oatmeaL 

30 beeTes in powder. | 30 bushels of wheat* 

400 and odd kilderkiua of « 10 bushels of beana and 
bnUer^ pease. 

III March, 1646, it had been orclered by the 
commonsy that Cbepatow should be kept with forty 
meo, the new fortifications in the Haven to be d^- 
moiiabed.'' Ptifec$ Diutml^ March lst--«tht 
1046. 

WHh aiMSh an imperfect garrison, its faQ was a 
matter of course* 

Chepstow Castle having been surprised^ by 
Sir Nicholas Kemmisb, gdns and'battering pieces 
' were sent for from Gloucester against it**' P-erfut 
' IMumals May i8tb» 1648. 

Chepstow May 12lA, 1660. The Procla* 

mation of his majesty Charles IL was read by 

Colonel Hughes, attended by divers gentlemen, 

and persons of quality of this country, who, with 

a gi€8t eoncoure of people, expressed their loyalty 

to his majesty. There were several volleys of 

gmaU shot, 4ud above a hundred pieces of orii« 

nance discharged ; besides which. Lieutenant ^ 

Crolonel Frencbf governor of the castle, io en* 

. courage Uiem in their joy, gave them an hogs- 

headofwine^ and another of beer, Mercurius 

Fublicus, No.20« 
0 
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Idi2 BBA^HLCT PASSAGE* 

■* " 

MojfJiUh im. Xbe.Ead of WorccftOr^ «|d 

the Lord Herbert, being content that Chepstiivr 
, CSspHe «hoQld be demolished, the house ordered 

the demolishing of if; and referred it to bisEx- 
' cellency (Generat Monck) to take care of the ani- 

munition therein/' Mercurius Public^ Ho, 21. 

May 1660. 

Beacfaley Passage in the 'parish of Tiddenbaiki^ 

across the Severn to'Avst^ (a corruption of the Tra* 
jectns Augustit) is of high British and Roman an« 
cientry. Edward the elder crossed here to meet 
lisoline. Prince of Wales. Its miKtary importance in 
the days of Charles the first, was very great, ^^Prioee 
Rupert, (says Corbett,)t- sent 500 horse and>.foot 
jipto the forest» 'who begaa to ioriity lieacbiey £or 
a lasting guard, a place ^of extreme difficoU ap« 
proach^ being a gutof.^l^nd^ running out between 
Severn and Wye: and the only cooimodious pas- 
sage from Wales to Bri&toU and the western psut%* 
The governor (Colonel Massie,) advanced iipojti 
them» four days. after they, began the fortifii^-i 
tions, and had drawn the trench Uali-way from the 
1 banks of one Tiver to the other, when the otJier 
part was well guarded wilh a high ..quickset hedge, 
urbich they lined, with mnsqueteers» anjd a dibch 
within, with a meadow b^youd, wherein, they l^ad 
made a re-intrenchmenl, 4t highi>;wyM^r.||i«^|)^ 
was iuaccessiblf, by reasoft of l^^eir (J^^ l^iigfs) 

- t Military GoTernnieiit of Gloaeester,i p. 106, 



i-y Google 



« 



B EACH LEV PASSAGE. 153 

ships, which guarded each river with ordnance, 
lying lefel with the baaks, and clearing the face 
of the approach from Wye to Severn. Wherefore 
the goYeruor taking the advantage of low water, 
ten musqneteers were selected out of the forlorn 
hope to creep along the hedges. These gave the 
first alarm, and caused the enemy (the king's 
troops] to spend their first shot in vain. Upon the 
governor's (Massie's) signal, the forlorn hope* 
rashed on, bein^ followed by the reserve, and fell 
npou the track, when the whole and each part of 
the action was earned on without interruption. 
Of the king's troops some were killed, the rest 
taken prisokeiB, bende* some few, that leeovered 
the boats, and mapy of them, that, took the water 
drowned." 

This Massie was a petty Marlborough, much 
t^s^ eleven foe Ifiinoe Rupert, who mined Ciharles'a 
aAdr£^, and the history of bis exploits is in &• 
nulitif^rtseiv ^ry io^lmati^Ob 

' ^ The kin^^'s friends^ proceeds Corbett,* at^ 
tempted a second tiiM ix% fortify ttis ptaoe ; bdt 
hefore the works were complete, C!olonel Massie 
attiielQed) end defeiited them, but had like to have 
fallen in the attejupt, for the fore^iost of his party 
foreiog two or three pallisadoes, found themselves 
betwee(k the line, of paUisadoesj and a quickset 
hedge, lined with musqueteers. The governor in 

** * " ♦ p. p. 114—117. 
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this critical ait oalion, whowaa now the leader of 

the foibrD hope, with not a little difficulty, forced 
bia borae oTer the bedge^ fell ia among ibe king's 
men, by whom he was - fitriously recharged ; bis 
bead-piece knocked off with the bol end of a mui- 
fcet, and was in the ufmoat danger, when aome of 
his own men came to his assistance, and bore 

down the enemy before them; slew 30, and took , 
220 prisoners. They forced Sir Joh n Winter down 
'the cliff into the riTer, where a little boat lay to 

receive him. Many took the water and were 

drowned: othera by recovering tbe boaU^ sared 

themselves.** 

Tbe spot, where Sir John Wialer escaped, i»f 
•tin called IVinUr's /eqp, and probably becaaso 
he-swam bis horse to the boat, a story waa iniaedt 
tkat ho leaped down from tbe rocka, f 



\7 




9. 





dedicated waa tbe British Hygeia, and the 
curious commixture of Dmidicid and Cbriatian 
Cttstoma, ia well pourtrayed in the fcJlowbg ac- 
count, connected with S. Tecfau 

«« Mr. Pennant* apeaking of tbe Village of 
IJandegla, where is a church dedicated to S* Teela, 
Viiyn and Martyr, aaya." about 200 yards from 
the church, in a Quillet, called Gwem Degla, 
tiaea a small apring* The water ia under tbe Tu- 

t R. Sir Atkins, 5». • Tear ia Walea, i. f . 4Aa. 
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telage of the Saint, and to this day, held to be 
extremely beneficial in the falling sickness. 8*he 
patient washes bis liinbs in the well ; makes an 
offering onto ii of 4d, tvalk* round it three iimes 
[the Druidical Deasuil] and thrice repeats the 
Lord's ']Hrayer» These ceremonies are nefer be- 
gun till after sun-set, in order to inspire the vo« 
taries with greater awe. If the adlicled be of the 
male sex, he makes like Socrates, an offering of 

a cock Id .$8ciil«i4ii^» ^ rather te Teela 

Hygeia ; if of the lair sex, a j^Ca&sar men- 

tieos (B. GalU 1. t. c« ISQ the saoredaess ^fmole^ 

hares, and geese, among the Britons as things jaot 
to be eateiu) The fowl is catrried in a basket fimt- 
round the well ; after that into the chnrdi*yard^ 
when the same orisonflt^ aiid the same eireiiliam«' 
halations are performed round the chuich; [the • 
DeamiL'] The Votary then'entere the church, gets 
under the communion table {^as under the Crom^ 
lech] lies down with the Bible under his or her 
head ; ia covered with the carpet or cloth^ and rests 
there till the break of day ; departing after offering 
sixpi^nce^ and ieaviug the fowl in the church* If; 
the Bird dies the cure is supposed to have been * 
effected^ and the diseaiie transferred to the deyotcd 
victim.* This is a euripus specimen of Christian 
Heathenism. 



PART THIRD. 

SCBMERT Of TU£ WYE, (VARIOUS), 

FROH 

^Unlixatmn to 3a^o5;E^« 

The Wye, beyond Herefoid, was made - 
Athehtan, the boundaiy of Ihe North Welch.* 

From PlMimmm to Uangerrig, ten miles. 
The Wye connnences its progress in a naked and 
dreary country with a distance of undalating hilisf 
But the river scenery is disproportioned, there not 
being a sufficiency of water to balance the land % 
The situation of Uangerrig is aaid to exeeed the 
powers of description || 

Llangerrig to Rhayader, twehe miles. The 
rim is pent up within close rock^ banks, and the 
channel being steep, the whole is a succession of 
waterfalls. The Nanerth rocks, for nearly three 
miles, form a fine screen to the north bank. At 
this spot the Wye lakes an easy bend, under im* 
mense woody hills. Rbaader Gwy, in the vicinity 
of which, Vortigern took refuge, had a castle» 
built temp. Richard l.by Rees, Prinee of south 
Wales, but destroyed in I23I9 by UeweltiQ^ 

• Will, of Malmsb. de geit Reff. L-tt. Scriptor p Bed, 
i6l.98| t Nicholson. {Gilpin. || NicholMUi^ 
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Prince of Noi tb Wales. Only the fosse remains. 
It had also a monastery of Dominicaiia* Several 
barrows in the vicinity : three carnedhs oo Gwas- 
tedia hiilf the principal, Tominen Saint Ffraid, 
the supposed burial place of a Saint, Ueweliiii, 
last Prince of Wales of the British hoe, was killed 
here by an ambuscade, in 1282.*— Rhayader is a 
. curious specimen of a Welch town ; and there is a 
fine print of it in the Beauties of Engliind and 
AVaies^ The arch of the bridge is elegant, and 
Ibe picturesque line of the river furnishes an agree^ 
able scene«t 

■ 

Rhayader io Buali abaui thirteen miles. Grand 
scenery; lofty banks; woody vales; a rockj 
cbannel, and a rapid stream X About t^ o miles 
on this side Bualt, the river expands into a bay, 
with many naked rocks in its bed, and agreeable, 
breaks. Buall is the Bu/Iceum Siiurum, The 
dd castle having been^ destroyed by Rhys ap 
Griffin, it was rebuilt by the Breoses and JMorti-* 
mers. Here Prince Lieweilin was killed in a wood 
after his defeat by the English at Irvon bridge.^ 
Only apiece of wall iemains. The aitaation^ of^ 
BuiUfa is singularly fine.. 

• * 

Buah to Hay, The valie)f of the Wye is con- 
tracted, and tbe roadtans at the bottom along thq^' 
edge of tbe water* 

« Ciovgh, ii- 406. Niekokon, 1137, t Bagi«Tad ia^ 
Malkfai and Ireland, t OUj^a, || Goo^li, iii^ 4^, , 



158 WTB TO m 80UBCK. 

Mr. Gilpin 8ay8> It is possible, I ihmkf the 
"Wye may in this place be more beaotifnl than in 
any other part oi lU course. Between Ross and 
Chepstow, the grandeur and beau fy of Us banks 
are its chiet praise, — The river itselj no other 
merit than that of a win^in^ surface of smooth 
water. But here, added to the same decoration 
from its banks, the Wye itself assumes a more 

beautiful charactei ; pouring over shelving rocks,j 
and forming itself into eddies and cascades, which 
a solemn paradiug stream through a flat channel 
cannot ei^hibit/* • ' 

An additional merit also accrues to such a 
rh^r from the difievent formsit assumes, according 
to the fulness or emptiness of the stream* There 
are rocks of all shapes and sizes, which continually 
vary the appearance of the water as it rushes over^ 
or plays among them ; so that such a riTtf to a 
picturesque eye, is a continued fund of new eiH 
iertainment.'* 

Tiie Wye abo^ m this part ofits colttse, sHH 

receives farther beauty from the Woods which 
adorn its banks, and which Ibe navigation of the 
river in its lower reaches, forbids. Here the 
whole is perfectly rural and unincumbered, . Evoa^ 
a boat, I believe, is never seei^ beyond the Hay. 
Theboiiit itself might be an ornament; but we 

such a river as will UQt suffer a boat,'*^ * 
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Some beauties, howew* th« imooih river^ 
potteoMS above tbe rapid ones ' In the latter yon 
caDiiot have those reflections which aio to oma* 
mental to the forosier ; nor can yon have in the , 
rapid river the opportunity of contemplaling tbe 
grandeur <tf iu banks from the surface of tbe 
water, unless indeed the road winds close along 
the river at Ibebottomt when perhaps you may see 
them with additloDal advantage/* 

^ The foundation of these eritidslns on mmnA 
and agitated water is this ; when water is exhibited 
in imall qwmiiHmi^ it wants the agitation of a 
torrents a cascade, or some other adventitious 
eirenmstance to give it eonsequenee ; put when il 
18 spread but in the reach of some capital river ^ in 
a hhe^ or an arm of ike iea, it is then able to 
support its own dignity : in the former case it aims 
at beauty ; in the latter at gvandeun Now the 
Wye has in no part of its course a quantity of 
witereuffident to give it any great degree of gian. 
deur ; so that of consequence the JmaofA part must, 
an the whole, yield to the more agitated, which 
possesses more beauty."— Thus Gilpin. 

A liiile beyond Builth, from the ferry, a beau- 
tiful reach of the river, terminates in a view of 
Aberhedwy Caslle, of which no history is known.* 
The remains are little more than a stone wall, at 

• T^ipboleov tfiys, (p. ei7.) that it belongred to Llewellyn 
•pGriffTih, and waa tbe last reAige of the Uitt ladepei^^ 
d«ttt Pnnce of Walest » 



1*0 , WTE to Its souac£. 

the ffni whitfc are ihe ffsrgments of Wo #ouQd 
towers* Here is au imineiiiMe riiligeof ^oeks^ pand^^ 
le! With fte* river, of ^och fantastic (om^, as to 
pitsent the idea of towers and casdlesi ^lislugf out 

scene under a settings 
saa. Ai Lhmgoed, tUe geat of EdMrds Esq* 
(ehewhere we have Llangoed Castle, bought of 
^ Edward Wfiliamt, Bkir. by Jdbn Matmamititi 

Esq.) the same kind of rocky sceiiery leads to a 
w^dd« the biMka of which allow! . gliaqmsr c£ tte 
rivet, as far as Swainey where the. river becomes 
a 'Bif . Near Lkogcwd t9 a. tienMkdtansly frand 
dingle^ fer from aoy tboToughfat^, ^ 

Jlaeiioughi V Mr* Gilfun- siq^^,. *f The anobiii 
seat of the UQwart)i|^» The house shews the i»gi^ 
leirt-of ita possessor; Ibousrh tibe sitaatioq ia ui 
iti^ kindy^ perhaps oae of the fiaest in Watesir Tira 
viBw^lli*4lie baU-doMT, ia spobea ofas wonderfully 







l3 





ciidaa it witb a^earv^i ai the dtstancB of half a 
mile* Th^ banka ajre enriehed with variotis ebjMa^ 
among which tW6 bridge, with winding roads^ 
and the tower of Glasbury^ch^oh,. aurrotinded by 
a wQodr are' conspicuous. A distant country 
equally enriched* fills the remote partsrof the land«^ 
scape, which is termbated by mountains. One of 
the bridges in this view (that at Glasbury) is re** 
iiiiarkably light and elegant^ consisting of several 
arches," Thus Gilpin. 
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, Mw^hjfgh is now Ibt properly of M^tn WiU 
hSxJj»9 9I« P. fpr the county. Not far .^Eom 
hence isi tbe dingle of the Machwif^ a scene e|D« 
ftAeaUy grand, a public house csiied the Tbiee 
C<»ck9» the river m^kes the largest t^pr^e-sh^pe bi^pd 

Aiik^Hayy Romaa coins have been fowd; and 
iseme vestiges of ieifortrass* of 4hatnatioDy as aaid^ 
are n^ar tiie church. (As there is a place in tfaiS 

* 4owA calMd tbe 'BuU^ringy it is fit to observe, tbat 
this is a<^niiaou country appellutioi^ of a Roman 
Wip6itbeaftre#) * Only a gateway of tfaecasfle re- 
aftokis« It is supposed to have been built by Sir 
Philip Writvyn ; and ms afterwards possessed by 
Hand de S« VaUery* to whom tradition attriboles 
the buildiug of the walls and castle. A lound hill 

' T8 presumed to have been a specoluiii.*-«Owen ' 
Glendour ruined the town. A hamlet, called Cmop^ 
is admirably pictnresqae. About two miles ffom 
the town, on thebankaof the river, is the Castle 
6f Clifford, built by William Fitzosborne, fltet 
Earl of Huntingdon, and afterwards held by the 
'fMeneis, and Cliffords* Here was bom fair Rosa* 

' ' mond;* Dryden says, her name was Jane Clifford 

Jane Cli^ortf was her 'name, asbobksaver, 

' * fairRo^aMond was but her now cf^ 5iwrre.+ 

* ' -^lA Ihe BiBgister of Godstow Kunnery, she is 

however called Rosamond ; and the axioi^nt yfsiier 

* * * * - .1 " 
' - ' * Gougli^aail Mohol^pn. ' f JBpilQgue to H. Itl 
'4«nMi'sPoeta,.tf/m/^ 
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hemftcr quoted, aajt her name was Rose, tlie 

remainder being an addition of the royal loTer, 
which 18 not improbable, SMhriq^teis being the 
fashion of the day, and this was one peculiarly 
hapnr. ' Bm old Chroniclers show, that it is not 
the first instance of the name. She was & girl of 
Ulucb vivacity and wit, wore garments of trans* 
paresl linen, called 2V«ii»lie, took great delight in 
viewing the wild anitnais, with which the pa^k of 
Woodstock abounded, and was mnch followed by 
young oieu oi fashion to obtain a sight of her.* 
Oitylan says, she was seduced by Henry, tlimngh 
corruption of her governess, by which I should 
Ihink must be understoody the person of quality 
at whose house she was educated, this being the 
iasbion long antecedent^f coeval with^j; and long 
posterioT to the ag^ of Rosamoiid.lt But this gover- 
jits^Bf continues Dr^yton^ would not have sue- 
ceeded« had not, Henry presented Rosamond with 
admirable casket, supposed by Mr, Goiigb^ a 
reliquary for her private chapel»§ on wUch were 
finely represented the sports of men and animals. 
This casket was,, after Kossmood's deaths pfo- 
•erved at Godstow. Lord, jot rather Bishop I^t- 
tleton, supposes the amour to have commenced 
when Henry was only sixteen, years old; but this 
is contrary to authority i for Henry was )^orn in 

m 

* Liber Nigrer, Sac. f 2 Kin^rSfC.x.T.l. % Hove- 
^en, Ao.im f. 400. Kd.l599. || Biog:. Bnt. 698. Pas- 
ton Letteis i v.SSS^ ^ Introd Sspnlcb. Hon. ii. ISS, 



Digitized by Googl 



tllR JI08AMOND. ICS 

• ■ 

lldS^ and the amour took place whea Eleanor bad 
been imprisoned some time.* She was released 
in 1185, after a confiuement of almost tvvtlve jeais 
iQ which interval Rosamond had two children and 
soon dicd.f I should ihiii'^ it was about 1170 
thai the amour coronienced,j: though it is impos- 
sible to reconcile the dates of ihe chioiiicltia. 
Stowej, from what source 1 know not» says she 
died in 1177; otbera, in the Derem Seriptoresj 
^c. assertj that her youngest sou GefTiey, was 
made Bishop of Lincoln, in 1174: whereas her 
tomb was removed from Godstow church in 1101^ 
and her eldest son WilK Longespee^ died not verjr 
old, in 1222. Thu huwer she niiiiibitcd was the 
ancient term for a hous€ or chamber^ though not 
Angh-Saxon^ as Tyrwhit says, but from Ihe 
landic. Tradition has preserved memorials of her 
residence at London, Fnlhani, &c. nor can it be 
wholly conceded, as Brumpton pretends, that it 
was a Labyrinth made expressly so to elude the 
Queen^s jealouiaijsll because he confutes hini&eif^ 
observing, that the King lived in open and nofo- 
mu^ adultery with her. The earliest mentign I 

* Brompfon, col. 1151. f Cito obiit. Brompton. 
t Female coastity in tUcse ag-cs was lews strictly rf 'ifarded 
than Bovp. Mr. VVar^oii iu his Hisf.of Cn^'. Poetry, cites 
an iiretaace of a Kuit^ht, who ou a vi^ii at u La(ly't» castle, 
ivas presented by the D<)sf ess, asaiiiatt«rof eourae, with 
one ofheratteoaants, for a bed-fellow. || A Camera 
DianV; a Camera Kosamundn?, ^vere particalair names oC 
rooms m booses, after Xto&amoud'a aera. 
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find of her being, poisoned is in Ibe Scab Chrom^p 
whiclr mlf ssys, Rbsanmnde was poysonid, at 
$tm ihinke, by tbe Queene^ Henry wife biit; 
sceoid'rng to finraipton, copied by Khigbtoii, the 
noble and lovely Magdalen retired to the nunneiy 
of Godstowy and died there ; partly, as fair as can 
be conjectured, from remorse, from fear, and» ^if 
wrmay belietc D^rayton, from no real love for 
Henrys whose years were very disproportionate to 
Mrowm An ancient writer telts the' following 
remarkable story of the opening of her grave : *<lf 
IksRth^ that she died and was buried/ whyte' th% 
King was absent ; | and whanne he cam ageni for 
grette loTte that he had 16 hyr, he wold se ihb 
Body in the grave; J and wbanne the grave was 
opened) there sate an orribletode upon Iter breste 
bytwene her teetys, and a foul addh bigirle her 
body abbute the middle ; | and she stank so, that 
the King ne non other might stonde, to se thai 
01 rible sight. | Thenne the Kyng^e did shette agen 
tfatft' grave ; | and dyde wryte these two veersis npoa 
the grave, j Hicjacei in tumbay ^re.'*— Ndw thisf 
cannot be true,^ for Henry died iit 1189; and her 
body was not removed from the chureh, where ilf 
lay above grou^dt till 1191. This is ,all tb^t^ is 
known of her. I have heard - a tradition that she 
was 4^ fair, that the, blood could M sei^a .to . fl^Wv 
through her vefrts. Shte Is represented so in Mr., 
Gale's Piotnrey and with probability^* ey^a ,bliii^> 

• Lelaadi Collectanea ii. 533. 
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tight b9ir, tod.feir complexion, ImvgXhe profier 
cbarai^teristic of ladies of that age. Probably .she 
bad tbe To t/groo of the GreskHf tbat .sweet mi 
tenlder languish^ wbicb proceeds from Ibe upper 
^fiftMing^fis^ 'tffcb^, and Ibe lower ^^rly 
#CitaU»i^iSd^patdy eofering the pnpil of the eye, 
Mllmnti ri€Bly b]ae« Thus 'Ifte 'OH^ikB -Omyn 
•neinpeseiited^yefiiis^ Beaaty ^ in ^ the hmMn' femi, 
iBMiiM^^ mtUn liiTrmOnic pro^toifiB, red«H!«a 
ilci^Yitlei i^fttiiy^by ineans of wbicb sculjitdrs form 

IBasf to "Bradwardhe^^Mr. Gllpili says, ^'•th'o 
country, which had been grcaily taried before, 
lttKtlfii^Mr*to%rm^bohleri^dlii. HmM^ itoese, 
4ni#bich-^biU which r»es <ftilhin front, eoniinniB 
WMe^tinlecMfetB'the ^ye^^tsli toniMMAMcf^^ 

At ^fadwarcline, (he river is richly dlbatbVd 
iiHih ihrul>bery. Here was a caiBtle oifSirllicKard 
Vehaii's in the IGlh century.* As to its having - 
Asto'lfae flnUeMe^al tthe cieaiiiigr lof AtfeMbiwatne, 
'Archbishop of Ganterbuiqr, 'temp. Edward 411. iit is 
vsiy dlibioQS, <filr 4te ^waa ONMn «t «HirteaM Hn 

« 

BihSlmf$'Star, ^in *the T?elg!ib(5ttrhdod, Htm 
^ 1»old tiiid maj^tic'Tongbnilis'of its ibrtb, dob* 
«MMi IfeatttilFully'WltbHbie^feii^ updn (he b^nka 

• GOagh, u.m t Hoiiasbed, iL 710. 
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Moeeag Couri^ the seat of Sir Geerge CSornewalt ! 

is situated upon an eminence on the south bank. 
The descent towards Hereford has many eleg^ant 
vitlasi particularly Colonel Matthews's of Belmont. | 

The river from Hereford to Ross, is at firatveiy 
circuitons. Near the conflux of the Lug and the 
Wye^ six miles from Hereford, is Marclay HtU, 
which in the year 1557,' did, in the words of Ckm- 
den, ^* For three days together, shove its prodi* 
gious body forward with a horrible roaring noite^ 
and overiarning every thing in iu way, raised 
itself to the great astonishment of the beholdeit 

to a tiigher place.'' 

About a mile from Mordtford, where is pleasing 
scenery, is Holm Ucy, once a Premonstratensiaa 
Canonry founded by William Fitzswain, t. Henry 
III. Here is the grand mansion of the Scudamo^ 
familyt in the oldest part, of the reign of Elizabeth* 
There are some fine carvings by Gibbons^ and 
family portraits.* 

Beyond Fownhope is an ancient camp, namdess 
.and square, aad near it another, called Woldbnry 
iJHillf double trenched, nearly half a mile long, 
and narrow, t This hill is finely wooded, and the 
prospect extensivc-p-Harewood, the residence of 
Sir Hun^rford Hoskyns, is not the place wbeie 
Ethelwcdd, King Edgar's minister, had a castle; 
for that Harewood was at Wherwellin,Hampsluf$. 

• yicholao^. t W 



. k) ,i^ .cl by Google 



WY£ TO US soaacfi. 167 

Sellack has a church of siogalar construction, and 
a square camp, called Caiadoc** At Fawley ia 
Warrelocks, a large camp, and Faulty Court, a 
mansion .of the Kyrlea, of the £lizabethaa age* 

Nearly opposite to Ingeston, are the remains of an 
ancient building. Lower down is Eaton Hill^ a 
camp, single trenched^ and vestiges of an ancient 
mansion in a farm bouse. At Abnot is a most 
beautiful view of Ross. — Ashwood is a fine am- 
pbi theatre of treest which skirts the south bank 
of the Wye. . 

An Ihis scenery from Hereford to Ross is prcH 
nounced by Mr* Gilpin, tame : and it does not e^«» 
ceed mere landscape.«--«At all erents, it is not Wye 
scenery, which is the Grand ; and below that« is 
good landscape ; fine landscape ; park scenery, or 
embellished landscape ; and then the Grand ; or 
rock, wood and water ; lastly the Sublime ; or the 
ground accompaniments, soaring into mountainous 
elevation, with wild outline; and all these, with 
eveiy addition of grouping, tinting, and exquisite 
delicacy of detail, oecor on the Bakks of thk 

—Wye, 
THE BRITISH TEMPR 



tGongb, 463 f Id. ii.450 
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PREFA CM. 



T'HB AuTSOBy baling beea iavitod hy au 

lionourable and learned Baronet^ to investigate the 
Roman Roads m bi» Vicinity, the Reading reqniiitii 
on the subject, led to a discovery^ that the 
CAampe in this portion of the dominions of Caraet^cns^ 
exceeded those of the otiier parts, i. e. were nearly 
Ihifty to ten. Of contse, the chief scene of waifhre* 
in the Campaigns of Ostorius and the illnstrions 
BriUm-was in this eoonty; and to this inlemsting 
point of history were added numerous ArchaismSf 
not to be satisfactorily treated without ekbovato 
^Ycsttgation, The absolute necessity of scientific 
general matter, thus rendered the work svscepiiblo 
of entertainment, out of common place; 'and, as the 
Aothor 1m ittver disaerreed with any Gentleman ta 
the neighbourhood^ in the hi^its of acting fairly and 
reasonably, without which, harmony is impossible, 
it promised a means, he hopes, of amiable pleasure^ 
to record the names of respectable neighbours in the 
llOrmanAnt form of print, unlike perishable Churchi 
Memorials. The Author wished to add Genealogical 
Notices of respectable families, but notwithstanding 
the obvious truth of Sir Joseph .Aylofft^'s Remark. 



Digitized by Google 



IV 

eoncerjiiDg pedigrees,^ and the daily loss of estates^ 
and the deterioration Of tttles to tbcm, because parties 
do not know, where ancestors were baplized, mar* 
ried and buried ; yet Echoism, or a slavish subor- 
dination of thinking to foolish old aawS| preyenta the 
miud keeping paee with the improvement of the age* 
Eehoiam has perpetuated the prejadico^ that pedi^ 
grees are claims to honour, which ough.t to be 
modestly declined, not necessary adjanete, as they 
really ave, to Title -Deeds and Family Bibles. 
Stieogth of Character consists in an undeviating 
devotion to good sense;; and if pedigrees in many 
rich families cannift be earned far back, it proves 
the facility of rising by commerce and prudence. 
This facUitya poor/etative may also possess; jand 
as it is sometimes impossible to interest the 
feelings of the w^lthy, unless a private advant- 
age be connected with the propositions made to 
them,, it ia proper to state> that the real rich heirs 
of such a foituaate person, may lose^j^irjust clauna 
for want of knowing his eonsangainity. At present 
concealment is obsti ved, as a method of Vaccination 
against the Small Pox of poor relations, whereas, 
were the Heraldic Visitations revived, (and thejr 
might well be so, under proper respect to the liberty 
of the subject,) the pedigree luigUt be preserved, 
' and privacy also eecuiid. Others think, thai 

* Firef. to Edmondsoa^s Heraldry, h 88k 
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pttbliealiea of ptdigrM btloigi onljr U mtMiiftl 
pf^giiietorA, or their i^iuclred* The Author^ accord* 
ing to this dogmZf hat to thank thm fine 

reasonerSy for not au estate }n the vicinity i« equal to 
that, pmrebaseir by one ol hia own familyf Mr. Gay» 
founder of tb@ Hospitals whose ojaly inheritance waa 
a superior hraio.^ This circfinistance was one induce 
Bient» ^by be published hia own pedigree in tids boak; 
and It has aflded pleasnrable feelings to the prose« 
eutionof tbawoik*. Inafaoit, 8ucb unconscionable 
Elgotism appertains only to foolish Village Tyrants^ 
who squs^nder their money» influence, wd bappinesSf . 
ill perpetual lawsuits and broils, and who cannot 
po^bly be gopd or wiae men, No anch id^as weie 
ai^ed upon by the Heralds jn their Visitations* 
JSyery gentleman, without eacception, was summon^, 
^hese arguments are perfectly fair, because regard 
^ Goibs or prejudices, is utterly^ oa( of tb^ qiieaiioni 
in lelaUon to the duties of literary men ; apid Geneal? 
alsj^ ip |ui important science. 

The Reader will have the goodness to obaenre- 
that the book applies only, to matters entirely new to 
the public, either in the way of .fact or illoatration. 
9t course it does not include things to be found 
fifiL tha Beauties of England, or other meritorious 
eoospwdittmsi or embrace the mUiute detaila of 

t Superiority pf mind is exactly eopiipeiiflurate with 
aaperiority of brain. The quajiities of the mind are also- 
hareditary.'*^ Blameabach's Physiology, p. 46, £d» £llialsaa» 



t 

vi 

Gomity HistoiTV The . Author bas to menlion his 
warm sense of valuable aid, which he has received 
from Mr, Jenkina, and the Rev« John Webb^ botb 

men of high taste in composition. 

Some matters, have occurred to the AntllOr) aiace 
compilation of the work, which merit notice. 

Of British Tactics, people have a general, but 
not a scientific idea. The reason why the Autbor 
preferred quotation from M. Paris, is because the 
Tactics of the Gauls are detailed in so familiar a 
school-book as Caesar's Commentaries; and the 
military system of the Britons was similar: e. g. tBe 
following account of the principal fortress of the 
Atuatici, presumed to be Brabanters, exactly ap* 
plies to the Gaer-dikes (p. 3 ) and British Camps; 
yet nothing from ancient Classics Has been Before 
quoted on this snbject. ^< The Atuatici, all their 
towns and castles being deserted, conyeyed the 
whole of their property into a town excellently fortiii^ 
by nature. All arouad, it had very high rocks' and 
precipices, and on one part a gently* sloping entrance, 
not move than 200 feet wide. This tbey fortified 

with a very high double wall ; and upon it piactd 

stones of great weight, and very sharp stakes, f" This 

accords with Tacitus's account of narrow entrancestg% 

lest cav^hy should force the Camp, and with Coway» 

stakes. — — 

t Caes Bell. Gall. L. ii. c. 29. p. 53. Delph. £dit. 

^ V^>^a. xii. dl. 
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Fairy-eoins (mentioned p« 36.) signi&ed money 

fouadr which good fortune, if revealed, brought ruin 
on de finder. Thus an old play in the. Popular 
Antiquilies ii. 340, has 

Bnt not ft word of it^ Ub Fairies ireoiure, 
Whi<^ but revealed, brings on the Blabbers ruia.- 

Some persons say* that they can point ont the 

exact site of the wails of Aricouium ; and that much 
burnt wheat has beenfound, possibly destroyed by the^- 
Daoes^ when they invaded Archenfield* 

P. 59. after " The onlv notice," &c. read— The * 
following are mixed with other subjects — It is 
very unfortunate for a man to meet early in the - 
morning an ill-favoured man or woman. Gauie (Ma-^ . 
gai^romancer 81) makes if a good sign to meet a 
virgin firsts bnt not a harlot, and at Malabar it is^ 
unlucky to meet a washerwoman or a widow. (Popul^ 
jituiq. u. 522.) As to not giving fire, Camden, 
says of the Irish, " If they never give lire out of 
houses to iheir neighbours, they fancy their, 
horses will Hve the longer and be more healthy." 
Id. ii. p. 600« These superstitions are Oruidical foi; 
they occur on May the 1st. Beline Day. On that, 
day, a female crossing a river fii^Bt, was thought to 
prevent the. resort of Salmon, or demanding fire, tct 
witch. Id. i. 190, 191. 

' The modern valuations of the sums in Doomsday, 
tte perhaps too high, for in the reign of Henry IIU. 
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AwMe land mwB only 2d. and Meadow 4d, an aefe. 

( Smyth*s Berkeleys S. ) and in 1326, Paslar« 
waa Id. Meadow frosi 4d. to lOd. and Arable 8d. to 

4d. per acre. {FUetwood Chrmie. PrecioSw p. 93. 
Ed. 1st,) In 1318, ten ehiUittife waa a cmnmoa 
rent for a Mill. ( Ghue, Abb. Keg. B. n. 741. ) so 
that twenty sbilllnga (p. 50.) ia perhaps too hig>h« 
The Author does not confide in the comparatiTe 
calculations of valuer made by any person whatever. 

The Oxt mentioned (p. 63.) mighl. be tbe, Hoaiia 
of Virgil (Georg. i. 345) The genuine Moorish Dance^ 
(p. 66«) was the modern Fandango. The appelhtMMI 
and sooting the face were the only English iniitatiQq9« 
Popul. Antiq. i. The Auth^ w«i$ perCetUy 

aware of the beating pans when bees were sw*iipaing 
(see p» 71.) being mentioned by Amtotle, PJuy^., 
VaiTo, and Virgil, G^ors^* L. iv. {)4* but he thii^Uip. 
that Celtic are mnch older than Roman anpeistitimi* 
It is said, that Broad-meadow was formerly a Vi^- 
Pond, see p« 144. To the anecdotes Mf thn lf4.Br 
of Ross, new matter is added, but the exquisite 
benevolence of bis divine mind, ia displayed by. 
nothing more than the following significant tri^« 
In the lease of the Prospect he specifically stipnliMtiib 
that the people shall have liberty to hfi^g ou^ thek 
clothes for drying there» though it was inCQnsintont, 
of course, with a pleasure ground. As to ^^^Pf 
ornamental gardma and giving them ap to the public,. 
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Ca^ did il, and olhers. Of Gonpel Trees, men- 
tioned p. 153, the Popular Antiquities is copicnisi 
miA it is a well aa4lie»li«ated fact, that boys were 
annexed to the proce^ioa (as in p. 155) in order to 
be flogged on the spot for the purpose of permanently 
recoUectiog particular boundaries. See Popul, Antiq. 
i. 175. The learned may refer to EIHotson's BIu- 
menbach, p. 46. Ed. 2. for a confirmation of tbe 
qjuotatioo from Bbckstone, in p, 180* 

Tbe publication of tbe Wye Tonr has benefited Ib^ 

town by au^meoiing the resort of strangers; and the 
Author dismisses the present work with stating from 
respectable authotity, the advantages- of forming 
cheap passages over the Wye, by meanr of 
abutments^ piers, and swivel bridges. Complete 
eommumcation in neighbouring districts, besides 
incidental advantages : First, brings tracts into cul« 

* 

tivation, which would not otherwise repay the cost. 
Semstdly, gives occasion not only to extended, but to 
heightened cultivation, and has precisely the same 
operation, as a general increase in tbe natural ferti* 
lily of the soiU Thirdly^ augments the value of 
estates by occasioning all that part of the population 
which is not ejnployed lii agricultiue, to fonu gitat 
towns and there congregate itself. Thus Torrens, 
Esq. 1\ R. 5. in his Essay m the producdoii ^ 
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strcffg: carves^ 

Karih East. A fiae up and down CounfiXr 
momiiii)^ into a ridge above Crow Hill; beyond 
wbich» is an exqpisite view of the Town, with the 
rich back-ground of Penyard, and the Cbace.. 

Norih. A taner eminfiy, bat irregidar^ rieli. 

and cultivated; with breaka of wood, &c. in ridg^es: 
in the diatance, picturesque HiHs— ^The whole smrfiMO 
sprinkled with Spires, good Houses, cultivated Lands,, 
iiid riub meadows 

West. Cultivated ground gently ascending. 
A<^Qr9bury aud tl^ Welch Hills ia the distance* 

Sovjth. A geutb undulating descent to the 
liver, flanked on the left by the Chace ikid Howl HiH> \ 
and closed iu by the ridges and hills, forming the 
exquisite Banks of the Wye, in semi-circle fcqoi 
the Weat to the South* 

East, Flat rich Country, skirted by the Cbace 
and Penyardy and lofty edge of the Forest (4 I>eau. 



w HEN Ostorias Scapula was appointed by 
Claodius to complete the couquest of Britain^ the 
Silures, or inhabitants of the counties of Monmonth, 
Hereford, Brecon, Radnor and Glamorgan, held in 
equal contempt the allurements and menaces of the 
Romans. Ostodus therefore resolved to subdue them ; 
but the Silures^ who estimated very highly the Gene- 
lalsbip of Caractacus, made under his judicious choice 
of aground, a tedious and desperate resistance. As 
there appears to have been no other regular war be- 
tween the Romans and Silures, than this between 
Caractacns and Ostorius, we are justified in ascribing 
the Btitish aud Roman Camps in this county (at leasjt 
where they are contiguous) to this period: and we 
have further traditional evidence, certainly of weight, 
when illustrative of actual history.* 



* As Caer-Garadoc (Gaer-ditches), Oyster-hkll (from 
Ostorias)) Caplar Camp^ (from Scapula) &c. Camden, by 
erroneously placing the final battle at the Qucidock 
near Clnirch-Stretton, has removed the chief seat of war, 
though the posts of Caractacus iu Shropshire ai'e closely 
adjacent to the Gaer-ditches. 8ee Camden's ideas confuted 
inGough'a£dition|U, 405» 
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Before attempting to give au hypothetical sketch of 
Uiis campaign, it is necessary to premise certain rules^ 

concerning British and Roman Camps, and Tactics, 

British Camps are oval or elliptic, with three 
or more ramparts; the, access. slan^g andoblique, 
and the entrance single and naifow, to prevent, ac- 
cordiqg to Tacittts» the irruptiDD of cavalry. Soni&. 
times they are of the shape of a figure of 8, with the 
top smallet than the beitom; such lop .beiiig. the 
residence of the commander in cliief*. Such is the 
Herefordsbii^ Beacon.* 

At Croft Ambrey the form is that of a Grecian 
oblong Vase, with the uioulli bioken off. 



* At the western extremity of this Camp is a very small 

round entrenched spot, not larg-er than a cockpit, and only 
to be entered by a narrow causeway, barely wide enough 
for one person to pass. It commaudB the gorg^e between the 
two hills, the Worcestershire and Herefordshire Beacons. 
Whether it was intendedfor;theoecupationof the commander 
in chief and a body crimrd, or a mere picket, to overlook 
ihepasSf the author will not ciec/cfe j but the narrowness of 
the entrance causeway, not two feet, according to recollec- 
tlon, seems to be unnecessary under the latter supposition, 
andthcFpri commands a whole Iciis'th view of the Camp. 
The general certainly was separated from his aniiy. 
« Swelling in his rage, he strode to where Hngal lai/ alone r 
"TheKing^ wasltodonbis shield^ on his oum secret hilir 
Ossian, Caihloda^ Duaniii. 
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The Goer-dikes (or Coxwall Hill) where Caractacus 
was fiaally defeated is the section of an ellipse, three 
times as long^ as it is broadi on the point of a hill, ac- 
cessible only one way, and defended on the north side 
by very deep double ditches, dug in the solid rock : 
the stones being hoarded to be rolled down upon 
the enemy* On the east the steepness of the ground 
renders it impregnable ; and on the south, for the same 
reason, it has only one ditch. The west side where 
is the entrance, is fenced with double works, and, to 
' the S« W. with treble* There is also a narrow pass- 
age out.of its eastern side down the pitch of the hill: 
and here it is worth while to notice a mistake* The 
words of Tacitus are in the plural number " mantes . 
arduiy'and the €^er-dikte form only one of a set of 
British Camps, all adjacent, and hereafter enumer- 
ated^ and there were iwo opposing Roman Camps, 
viz. Leintwardine and Brandon : nor do the Britons 
appear toBaive-been driven from the Gaer-dikes alone 
by this one hnal action^ but from all successively. 

In general, British Camps occupy the summits of. 
hills of a ridge-like form, and commanding passes. 
Upon adjoining eminences was a disgwlfa or station 
of sentine]s,'fbftlfi<$d by dn entrenchment ; at least it . 
occurs at AltfiUo in Brecknockshire. 

But there was another kind of Camp, which ap- • 
pears to have served both for a palace and fortress* * 

b2. 



It is a roamd hill cut spirally, like a snail-niouBt, >Bto 
terraces, with entrenchments on the top for the 
prince.* Such is the Little Doward : and the pattern 
British Palace, Trer.caeri, is of the same modeL 

Rohan Camps. These are squares, or parallel- 
ograms: and the Romans would not chuse ground, 
ynsuited for these forms*t 

They always threw up Camps at the end of a march, 
before they went into action, or retired to re8t.§ 
Such camps aie to be known, frona being rude and 
imperfect. 

The Romans never encamped upon hills, or threw 
wiip double trenches, but under pressure.^ 

Of the Tactics of Caiactacns we may form a clear 
idea, by giving, (as more novel than copying the 
hacknied accounts from the Roman writers in the 
Histories of Eng^Iand) Matthew Paris^s description o( 
the Welch modes of resistance to the English men 
at aims, who may fairly be assimilated to the Roman 
Legionaries. The Britons could not withstand re. 



* A hill, cut into terraces, the Prince residing on the top, 
is a pore Celtic fashion. SSee the print of the Horfeleap an 
Irish Fort in Transact. Roy. Irish Acad. 1788^ Antiq« 

p. 43. f IJygiuus p. 132. § Hyginus p» 114. 

f Id. p. 
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gulai* troops upon a plain.^ Tiiey used to lutk in oar* 
tow roads ;t for which reason Henty the second was 
obliged to cut down woods^ and follow the rule of 
Vegetius» open tiie highways, before he advanced ;§ 
a tedioui> operation^ which no doubt delayed Osto- 
rins, for it was common with the Romans so to do, 
and lay the timber^ in fortificatiou, a^abbatis on the 
side^ whence the enemy were expected to attack.^ 

The Welch al^o used to le treat to woods and mount- 
ains; and conveyed their wives, children and cat-* 
tie into inaccessible places, destroyed the mills and 
bridges, dog deep holes in the fords of rivers, and 
carried ofi every kind of foud.|| Thus Ostonos must 
have been provisioned from his rear, for in marching 
through a mountainous and occupied country, tiie • 
Romans took no baggage with the troops ;4> not even 
sutlers, only the men and arms* Light troops pro- 
ceeded to scour suspected places, and occupy heights 
and ravines, and pioneers cut down the woods.§§ To 
return. The Welch placed themselves behind marsh-* 
es in front of woods, into which they fled to draw on . 
their eaemies, and when they 6aw them entangled in . 
the swamp, attacked them to advantage. They - 

♦ M. Paris, 162. t Id. m § Id. 81. A , 

Roman practice. SeeHyginilB cap. De Itinere. 

f Hyginus, 295. |) M. Paris, 59b. 8X7. . 

4. Hyginosp. 281. §§ Id. 203, . 
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lined the hoUows and dens on the sides of marsbj 
roads ;* and when the latter were impassable in mny 
seasons, puisuedjf and also made nocturnal irrup- 
tions to devastate the country near the enemy. § Two 
thiog^s exactly coincident with the Roman accounts* 
occur in the thirteenth century. The attack of the 
castle of Montaltin 1245 is similar, as to Tactics, 
to the account of Tacitus of the battle of Caraetacos 
and Ostorius, at 6aer-ditches« The Welch occupied 
the steeps of inaccessible mountains, in order to at^- 
tack the English as they passed by, and threw down 
immense stones and darts upon them:*^^ the very 
plan, which they adopted with the troops of Ostorius ; 
and if Suetonius Paulinus attacked the Druids who 
had retired to Anglesea, Matthew Paris tells us, that 
ihis island was in his time the nurse and refuge of 
all the Welch.|l 

As to the troops of Caractacus they merely con- 
sisted of an armed Peasantry, who were to act against 
Regulars; and as appears by the battle of Galgacus, 
the British Infantry was iisuaUy formed on the ter- 
races or slopes of hills, in tiers, and the chariots 
secured the plain below : all which plans wereeaailjr 
baffled by the scientific evolutions, and movement;^ 
in compact bodiea of the Romans, in order to come 



« Id. 621. 311. t Id. 810. § Id. 
f Id. 69&. I) Id. d99* 
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into contaet with them. Bondaica or fioadiceflj 
and Caractacus, as is usual with Barbarians, conceiv*- 
ed warfare to consist in duels between the opposing 
soldiers; and of course, fighting upon such Mob 
Tactics, were easily defeated by troops, cased in Iieavy 
armour, who, by moving an interlinked wall of spiked 
shields against the unprotected bodies of the Bri- 
tons, threw them into confusion, and then easily 
pierced them with their short swords. Those of the 
Britons were the Highland broad swords or Claymores, 
the Gladii enormes'* of Tacitus, useless in crowded 
action, and through their cutting downwards, the 
blow was received upon the upper rim of the shield, 
and the body left exposed to the Roman thrust.^ 
^^The Romans (says Tacitus) made very quick 
strokes, aimed at their mouths, and dug info their 
broad limbs and naked faces«" The Roman sword 
was but 18 inches long. 

Such were the plans, which the Romans bad to 
oppose; and when they fought with such barbarous 
nations, their rule was to drive them to one spot, and 
cut off their water, provisions, &c.t The Britons 
when routed, used to fly to marshes, wood^, and in-» 
accessible places, known only to themselves, nor could 



* Tbeae Tactics further appear in the battles of Brennus 
and his Gaols $ of Marius and the Cimbri y and engraying;a 
by Mongez of the ancient Ganlish sword, supported by 
Xiphiline, Plutarch, &c. t Tacit, ann. iv. 49. 
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the RomanSf through their heavy armour, overtalce 

them.* It was necessary theiefoie to coop them np. 
Thus the leading plan of Oslorius was (says Tacitus) 
to block up all Caractacus's means of retreat ; and 
these desperate situations produced many gallant ef- 
forts on the side of the Britous;t ^his circiun* 
stance, united with the custom of Ostorius, not to 
attempt any thing new Ull he had secured his previous 
GonquestS9§ occai^oned the war to be so protracted. 
When theOrdovices rebelled, and did not dare to 
fight upon level ground, Agrieola, who, UkeOstorius, 
gained all his battles by close action, stormed them 
personally at the head of We troops, and nearly ex- 
tirpated the whole race ;^ for in the wars of rude 
nations, every adult capable of bearing arms is forced 
into the h<ild« Ostorius in like manner stormed the 
posts of Caractacus by means of the Testndo: hot 
when the British general was conceaied, it ^was 
against llie Roman custom to invite aption* 

These matters premised, and that being especially 
retained in memoiy, that the plan of Ostoritte was, 
to cut off the retreats of Caractacus — ^let us take the 
British Camps and apply to thein respectively those 



* 

* Hist. August. Scriptor. iii. 280. 

t OOseptts cff'ugiUy multa et clara faciuora fecere, Tacit^ 

Auu. xii, 31, 
§ Idt Jsii, 32» f . Vit, Agric, 18. . 



Digitized by Google 



9 

of the Romaus adjacent. . In shorl the whole warfare 
consists in nothing more, than Ostorius endeavouring 
to biiog Caractacus to close action, and the latter only 
chasing to fight from heights, and avoiding contact. 
It is also to be lecolleeted, that Qstorius coruM noi 
recruit like Caractacus, and was therefore obliged to 
be very cautious, which implies delay. Thus we may 
with fair presumptions, though not actual evidence, 
now. impossible, conjecture, where Caractacus took 
up his positions, and Ostorius blockaded him. The 
dominions of Caractacus extended int^ other c^nties; 
but in this, he made his last and princi|ftal stand. 
As to his movements in various direotioifts, it vras 
matter of course, on account of seizing t^e strongest 
positions wherever occurring. It was a role with the 
Romans, when theydid not fear the enemy and wish- 
ed to bring him to action, to encamp as near to him as 
possible ; and having done this, to lead the troops to 
battle immediately, unless they had to do with an 
enemy, whom, from bis concealing himself in path- 
less places and lurking holes, it was of more advant- 
age to delay, than to conquer,* We may therefore 
infer, that where the Camps lie thick together, that 
tliere Caractacus was pushed ; and bariowst not far 
off, will attest that a battle was fought. 

In making this sketch, it must be recollected, that 



^ HygiUQsdecastr. RemaD. p. 115. 
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the time and liae of marob must be purely coDjfec- 
tujal. The inteiences are merely formed from the 
earthworks and these of course^ do not furnish ia- 
formalion of a satisfactory kifld on such points. 
The Romans always preferred a Totfte howerer cir« 
cuitous to one through woods and close country. 
Thus Csesarf by information of Divitiaeus, weut 
more than forty miles out of his way, in oixler to go 
ihroogh an open conbtry ; and on account of the in- 
tervention of the Forest, Ostorius probably passed 
the Se^erft at'Anst. Besides, it is the general opinion 
. of Antiquaries, that Portskewid is the first Camp' 
wer made by the Romans in^WMes : -and it wdl- 
known, that the Britons attempted to prevent thede* 
bafkation of CMar; Probably thei^sfbre thefirst? stbp 
taken by Caraetacus, was the occupation' of Ports- 
kmirid, to oppose the landing'of Ostorius : fernolhittg 
in more plain, tlian that there is^ an immense British 
work within- the Roman lines; which, bylheir fre- 
quent proeess of cireumvalloHi^f (as they called it,) 
were apparently thrown up to compel the enemy to 
surrender, or to cut his way oat.§ Nor was there aaj 
passage, then known over the Severn, where an. 
enemy coold pass, except at Aust and Beachley. 

Where Caractacus went immediately afterwards 
deea not appear; only that in the Welch counties ad- 

t Bell. Gall. L. i. c. U. § Hygmus p. 121. 
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jaceut» tbere ^re few or iiq eai Uiworks» which seem 
to denote bis having gone there. The (ovts hereafter 
mentioned proceeding .aciofis the county from the 
Herefordshire Beacon, lathei intimute that he went 
north waida, possibly he jnade a stand at the Little 
DowARD, a valuable relic of British Fortiacation; 
for how otherwise are the. adjacent Roman Camps on 
the Great Dovvaid and Symonds Ys^i to be accounted 
for > Ostoriua probably endeavoured to force him by 
(he Great Doward, but apparently did not succeed; 
and being compelled to cross the river, encamped at 
Symonds Yat. This inference is drawn from the 
circumstance of the Gads taking up a position, pro* 
tected by a rivei;, where even Caesar dechned action.* 

Before proceedings farther, it is necessary, once for 
all, to repeat, that the Britons were ever obliged to 
retreat, when the Romans found the means of bring- 
ing them to close action : and this is the cause, why 
the earthworks are so numerous ; as they could not 
oppose the Romans, but from heights at a distance. 
As to retreating, that was nothing; for Giraldus 
Cambrensis says, that the Welch passed days and 
niejhts in luiining over the tops of hills, and penetia- 
tiog woods.t Henry the fifth, who was educated 
among them, was a capital runner*§ 

♦ Bell. Gall. L. v. c. 47. t p. S87. Ed. Fraukf. 

^ Tho, de Elmhamin vlt Hear. v. c. 6. p, 12. 
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Caraetlkcus apparently makes his way acroto the 
coantry in a N. E« direction to his line of Fortresses, 
commencing at the HerefoTdshire Beacon. The 
Camps at Geer-cop» Caplar Uills, and Wanelocks, 
&c. are possibly connected with this movement: 
Ostorias taking up bis positions, in order to bring 
him to action upon passing the river Wye. How- 
ever Caractacus, tdonbtless by masterly manoeuvres) 
is presumed, on good groaiids,il to have reached the 
Herefoedshirb Bbagon, a most perfect Camp. 
By this means he drew Ostorius into a more difficult 
coantry, with far less plain, and established his 
communication with Upperton, Netherton, Biiden- 
bory, Thorabary, and Risbury, all Biitish Encamp* 
mentSj forming a continued line : which began at 
Malvern Hills, and crossed this countyl Ostoriiis 
seats himself at Wall's Hill, near Ledbuiy, by which 
he communicates with the road from Circutiot(Stret- 
ton-Grauson) ; into which falls the Ikeuiit street from 
Glevum (Gloucester); and by which former road from 
Stretton, he could pass into the Watling street at 
Wigraore. Upon part of this road he establishes a 
station (now unidentified) at Black-Caer-Dun. Thus 
he coul4 receive reinfoi cements fiom his rear ; aui 



II Nash's Vl^orcestershire, Sec, ' 

t It is presumed, that this road, as were the Ikeniit 
and Watling streets was first a British Track\vay. 
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aeling opon the resources of Caractacos« After 
Bokae time he appears to have advanced upon sound 
milTtary principles, for the Romans did every things, 
^mmdum ariem^ along the summit of the Malvern 
Ridg^e, for the author in goings that way to the Here- 
fordshire Beacon visited a Roman Camp on the 
north of Castleditch, bnt Tery slight, apparently a' 
mere halting position for a night or a few days. - In 
the mormog he probably forced the camp of Carac-^ 
tactts» for that there was a battle fought is to be^ 
inferred, from there having beco found* a golden 
arm-bracelet, as there was at Gaer-dykes^f both 
being buried at the time^ on account of the neces- 
sity of retreating* 

The British chieftain after being compelled through 
the danger, or consequences of close action, to 
evacuate the whole line of forts before mentioned, 
seemingly takes up his next position tit CredenhiH,* 
{H-ononnced by Aubrey, not to he a Roman Camp, 
though from its size it gave the name ot Magna 
Castra to the subsequent adjoining station of Ken- ' 



it was Bet with Jewels. NasVs Worcestershire, il 
list. Who also mentions a Celt, found in the vicinity. 

-f Thearmwasadiatinguished part of the person. The 
official oaith of* the Britoos was ike Mxn^§ koMd^ 
Poweirs Wales, 35^. 
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Chester. Ostorius throws up blockadiitg Cain|^ at 
Barghill and Lettoiu Camctam thw apparently 
removes to Itington, a British posiUon, ta whk^ 
ware oat*posts at War-hilU ke. Here i^bably were 
some serious actions^ for the Romans seeming^ly 
atoimed the pe8ition» in order to occupy it, which 
they manifestly did by their altering the form of the 
camp to their own model. 

After this there was an apparent conclusidft of one 
of ilie campaigns ; forChdstry ncfaf Leominster was 
anciently spelt Caer&struy^ presumed from Ostorius ^ 
and at Cursneh or Came^hiD, fostieti and tainptin^ 
are discernible. The weakness too of some Roman 
Camps, as Dyndor or Oyster*hilI (capable- of betiig: 
ploughed up to the area,) and the great finish of 
Oeer-Amnehj or Baehe Camp^ imply that Ostoriua 
was resting on his arms^ perhaps employed in clear- 
ing the country for further advance. In the mean 
while Caractacus seemingly took up his next position 
at Ceoft Ambrey. Ostorius opposes to him ano- 
ther camp at Aymestre ; and a new campaign appa- 
rently commences by Caractacus relinquishing his 
post, and retirii^ to Weobly Ditches^ near 
Lyonshall, where are remains of British LaBca^ do- 
acending into marshy ground. Ostorius expela him 
from hence; and the British gisneral, eiri^ndyin 
a state of distress and exhaustion^ resorts to stronger 
fortifications, and removes \o Wapley Camp, w^are 
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be MAvenehes litiiisdf wHh five fold banks and 
ditehes, except oh one side. Being obliged to leave 
itf we now aeeti proof of the high genius of Carac- 
tacus, as a generaU " Ciogolum built by LabienoSt 
i«f eaye Afberti a position which military men 
vrfiemeatiy appland : as upon 4>ther respects^ so espe- 
cially lieeMse k avoids the evils attached to nearly 
all meuEtainous iowm, that, when yon have reached 
tm€ IJjp, the fighting is equal; but here they are 
4>afied hj lengthened and precipitous rodt : not can 
the enemy by one excursion devastate the plain at 
Qp^iM ; nor block up^ Ae-enttanees ; nor have a safe 
v^trcat to camps placed anear; norsend ont foraging 
and watering parties without danger: bnt it is other^ 
wise with the besieged; by means of the frequent 
^itlajaiil .valMes^ tiiey «nliy jMLlly upon htm in various 
ways, and embrace every oppoitunity of crushing 
him/' ««Calm«ts^ns therefore {as Taeitosf observes) 
made his last experiment^ by chusing a spot, for 
battle, where, every thing was difficult Tor his ene* 
mies, and safe for himself.," As his object was Jto 
aroid dose action, and to oppress the Romans from 
steeps and precipicest this place was a cluster of 
strong positions (near the junciioa of theClun and 
the Teme,) the Montes ardui" of Tacitus^ viz* 

• Re Edific. fol. lU. 4to, Paris 1512 f Ann. xii. 33. 
C2 
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* Borough hill, near Cliiiibury» between Paralaw and 
Basfm^, Tmgley hill, or Bury ditches, (3 miles 
ii. of the Gaer-ditches) Norton walls, ox Wheiik' 
ton hilhy (near Ooibury) and the Gaer-dykes or 
Coxall hiily aii of which Caractaeus fortified and oo 

• cupied, intending apparently to retreat from height 
to heigh t» and preserve hU advantage of distant action; 

* ' for the Roman darts thrown up hill were of little or 
no e£fect. As be did» in fact, gall them terribly^ when 
remote^ the Legions faimed the TestudOy stormed the 
workSf where the grennd was most aecessiblet and 

. bringing the Britons to close action* drove and slaugh* 
tered thenit till the remainder threw down their mans 
and fled. Ostorius had raised two camps at Leintwar. 
dine and Brandon, but is presumed to have attacked 
from the last : and though (says Tacitus] he did not 
put an end to all fighting, yet be certainly spent the 
war.* The two barrows near Leintwardine refer to 
this last action* 

Caractacus after this defeat [ann, 53> or 54.} is said * 
to have fled to a citadel, or palace^f ^^"^ the famous 
Druidical College of Cerig-y«Druidian, in Denbigh- 
shire, probably for their frientlly aid and advice. 
This palace is called Pen-Gwer-wynt and is a hill, 
' hooped with an earthen rampart below, and higher 



Aun. xii. 30. f Nicholsoa} <?oi. 
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up with tf wallf enclosing «ti ^rea of four or five 

acres. How he was afterwards betrayed by Cartis- 
mandua is told in the Histories of England: Ostorius 
endeavoured to establish his conquest by fixing gar- 
Tisfms amonp the Silures ; tint though from ex« 
haostion of men and country^ they never appeared 
in collected strength^ after the time of Caractaca8» 
they cut off in detail the petty forces of Ostoiius^ 
add others,* which do not seem to have heensnpport* 
ed by a covering army. Very soon after, IheinsurreC'^ 
tion of Boadicea, and others less important ensued ; 
so that the Silares could not be seriously checked^ 
till about the year 72, when Julius Fiontinus suc*^ 
ceeded in placing Roman Stations amoAg them^ 
apparently because his rear was secure, and he could 



• The scenes of action, as the object was to prevent 
the establishment of the Stations, ^ere probabljf on the 
roads to or iii the vicinity of Keuchester, Stretton-Gran- 
■oo, and other Roman IToWnsy which were not perma- 
nently established, till the time of Frohtinns. As the 
Silorea sallied out in parties, from woods, bogs and 
warshfiB (Sammes,. 220,) vhf ditision of forces is ineoap 
sietent with throwing up, or oocupyiDg* earthworks, be. 
cause such a measure would have defeated their purpose of 
concealment, no British Camps can be reasonably ascribed 
to this period, though some of the Roman at a distance 
from these British positions, may be snbsequent to the 
campaigns of Caractacus. 

c3 
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bring a sufficient protectiog army, enough to allow 
draughts for garrisons, against a depopulated and 
mined country. He was ^^n excellent general, and 
no actions of moment are recorded, possibly through 
his good management. Soon afterwards Agricola, for 
the purpose of inuring the Britons to subjugation, in-* 
troduced Roman arts and Luxury, under the name of 
Civilization, That he amply succeeded among the 
Silures is evident not only from the fine remains found 
at Caervvent, Caeileon, &c. but a remarkable in- 
stance. The carpentry of Chepstow Bridge, very 
recently removed, was entirely formed upon a Romau 
model. But Agricola added other measures. The 
refractory Britons, who would oot conform to Roman 
habits and dominion, he drove, says Tacitus, into 
Scotland, a$ into another island,* for so that country 
was considered many ages afterward8.f The wall of 
Hadrian was purposely raised to divide Roman Brit- 
ain from these expelled malcontents, and the Romans 
observing the same policy as we do in the East 
Indies, nothing is more clear, than that, after the 
time of Agricola, the wars in Britain, unconaected 
with the cabals of indindnab for the imperial purple. 



• Between 4he friths of £diiiboroagb and DmihrittoB, 
says Sammes, p. 311. 

t Petp. Apian. Cosraop*aph. fol. 44. 4to. Anlw. 1545, 
^ Scotioe Insuloe Civitates'' Evoracam vulgo York, ci vitas'* 
of Scotland* 
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were merely iosarrectionaryy through gmrerhniehfal 

. misconduct. 

Thus the first historical account of Ross and its 
vicinity, is that of a desert, wasted by a ruinous war ; 
indeed the greater part of Britain was then a mere 
* forest, for, when Gordian was questor of Rome, he 
exhibited a picture of a wood, with two hundred 
stages and Britons intermixed :* and that this was a 
faithful representation is proved from Giraldns Cam- 
br«nsis, who states, that the Welch bad vast quanti- 
ties of animals, /er^e naJturnBy especially stags and 
hinds.t 

The first step taken by the Romans, after the con« 
quest of Britain, was the construction of hig^hways, 
and making causeways over marshes^ a work com* 
mencedbyAgrtcola, and pursued byTrajao« Some of 
these roads were merely the British Trackways, alter- 
-ed to their purpose ; others they made anew. Upon 
these, in strong passes they placed theirflrststations, 
more for defence than convenience of travelling; and 
these becoming seminaries of future great towns, 
many cities Qf the Britons are saidio have gone to 
decay, because they were not situated upon the 
high roads § 



* Hist. August. \u 233 £d. Sylburg. 
t p. 887 Ed. Frankfort. % Swrnes's Britanaiai p. 253v 
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Thai Ibere were any such {ilaces as citiea among the 

firitoQS, in the modern sense of the term, before the 
Roman CSonqneat, is quite out of tbeqaeation. Thej 
were clusters of buts situated upon the skirts qf woods, 
or banks of rivers, where there was good pasturage 
for the cattle ; and as British Beads have be,en found at 
Penyard, and as the low grounds adjacent are of rich 
pasturage, there might have been a British Towu, 
on or about that spot ; for the country corresponds 
with the site chosen by Dnbricius, as hereafter quo- 
ted : and if so, it is probable, that the foundation 
of Aricottium brought it to decay, because after the 
Roman conquest, the towns of the Britons were 
generally fixed on dry and hilly grounds*.^ 

It appears from the Motitia Imperii, that an Im* 
perial Manufactory of woollen and Knen ddthy for 
the tiseof the Koman army in Britain, was established 
at Winchester.f [Fe^ita Befgarum] That Ariconi- 
urn was one of the firH stations, founded for 
military purposes ^ is improbable, because it is com- 
manded by penyard; but it seems to have originated 



* Morant's Colchester, pMl. There U only one at ica^^t 
eonsplonoiis exemplar of an nnromanized Brttish city, 
properly to called, tboagh jater than the time of 

C'aractacus, that near Chun Casfle in Coruwal), described 
in Britton'g Architectural Antiquities, iti 67. 
t Ueuys Hitt. of Gr, Brit. ii. isa^ 
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in the necessity of having a useful poini of com-* 
municatioQ between Gievum, (Gloucester) Blestium^ 
(Momnooth) CircutiOf (Strettcn-Granson) &c, &c* 
and according to the remains found, it was a station 
devotedto manniactare in the metals, possibly for the 
use of the Roman army in the neighbourhood: bat 
whether fbr that use, or not, it is known, that Coins 
of Roman Emperors have been found in an old Blo-> 
mary or forge at Penyard,* and that King Henry iii. 
ordered a temporary cessation of the forges at his 
wood of Penyard.f It is also cerlaia, that warlike 
engines were annexed to the camps^ or stations of the 
later Empire, § and must have rec[Uired more hea?y 
work, than snited the mere Smitberies, or shops for 
making arms, called Fabric€e, annexed to every 
camp or station. Nor ate the roads about this station 
of so prominent a military character, as those about 
Kenchester; nor can this be satisfactorily explained, . 
without a proper understanding of Roman highways, 
of which the elcarest account seems to be given in 
the foUowing passage of a very rare and curious work • 
The Gales of a toWn must be adapted to the:nnm^ 
her of miiitaiy .ways ; for some- ^re miUtary and 
others not. The former, for the march of the army 
aa4'baggage9 wist be- more spacious; the latter are 

• Bonnor'n Itiner. No. iv. pi. xiii. £. 9. Explan. 
t Clause RoUs» IQt 1). Hear- iii, ^ Hff^mvSf p .^. 



those, by which we pass out of ihe jaibiarj road 
to a Tillage or town, or anatlier nulitery pointmi, 
like a lane across a field, lOr 3tieets through a4alf. | 
The diiectioQ of 4he niiUlaf|r vaya witboiU ibe -^aty 
must be also very different ffoiii that within. UMsmi I 
runacroflg an open conntry^ andhave thing in 
view ; be free from all euciunbrancea and innnda- 
tiona^and all lurking places^whence thievea or enemies 
can break oat upon ita and it ahonld be as atraii aad ' 
short, as ts consistent with safety > The reaaon, why 
the RoxQaaa made their w%ya strait wasi* in the main* I 
this; because it was very advantageous to see an | 
enemy at a distance ; and have meana^fatojiping him i 
with a small force, or of retreating withno loss« To 
every station, there were alwaya foor principal roads, i 
adapted to the points of the compass^ and as many 
others as there were posterns* 

Tfaeatatiosi, of whidi we have to treat was de«H| 

mtnated, Aricmiuniy being the Celtic Ariconj with 

. a Roman Termiiiatson.f For tome time, Afiemnim ^ 

, was thought lo apply to Keneliesl^^ bnt ftma the 

lime of Hondey, to^inofeestd^dtibofate ^xpomlorof 

Roman Britain, down to Sir R* €• Uoare, the pro-i 

priety of the appellation has been called in €|uestion. ' 

The error appears tp have efiginaled with €amdeD, 

and an unfounded assnmptinn, that the thiitetnth 

' - i ■ — ' 

* Alberto de re adificet. 4to F»r. ISIA tiA. S& C 

t Lett, of Ae Rev. T. Leman, F. A. S. I^c, to the avlhpr 
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Iterof Anfoninus from Caerleoii toSilchester was very 
coaupt. £>€n the penetrating Stukeley adopted this 
idea,* though Horsley very plausibly states that the 
diisrence of diatance, between Ihe thirteenth and 
fourteenth Iters, ^seems to be founded only on the 
eiieoniatanee of 'the Romana paasing the Severn at 
different places.f 

That Arveoninm waa aitnated at the- * Bcilatree, ia 
st^ported by the most powerful evidence. The 

FJ&st is, the distance from Monmouth and 
tiloueester in the thirteenth Itejr^ as foIiowa» 

BLESTIO Monmouth • M. P. 

ARICONla^.«. .Bollatree XL 

CLEVO. Gloucester XV. 

The marks of British Trackways are visible film 
i OUon Court and Merrivale to Arbor Hill Lane behind 
Old Hill, thence across GoodriA Ford to the Cross* 
Kays; and it has been said, that an ancient road . 
has been dUt tkough, which ran obliquely acrdtts 
the present turnpike road at Pencraig, From^ the 
Roman cnatomi to secure their highways from in« 
uadaliony the author is not of opinion, that the 
ancient communication with Monmoutht (Blesdura) 
was on the present line of roadl but that it went 
mthef by Trewarn to Ganerew, and thence by way 
of Manaton Crosa end the Priory into Monmouth. 
This remark is however made with suitable diffidence* 

. i .... - -i J J - . - . T i ' * 
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Cpott the large Maps of Herefodsbifte, especially 
Price's, ibe. reia4tos of (he Roman road to Kea- 
chester, may betfacei, in a laige portion of it, with 
certainty; for the author thinks, that roads actually 
made by the Romans, are not of easy destructibiliiy 
while such as were mere repairs of Briiiafa Trackways, 
not having the firm, elevated causeway, have oflea 
decayed and become undistingmshable. The Roiuaas 
often stiaitened British Tiwikwaysto expedite ilieir 
abour; and then the strait jioe is the only clue. 
Stnkeley, when he was i« danger of losing the Foss. 
way, says, " Upon every hill top 1 made an observa- 
tion of some remarkable object on the opposite' high 
ground, which coniinued the right line; so that, by 
going stndt forwards, I never failed of meeting it 
again."* In some cases, this straitness of road is 
the only means of discovering a station. The same 
author says, that « at Biough, no Roiuau token was 
visible, except the remarkable straitness of all the 
roads and bye lanes theteabpat."t 

* t Id. i. »4. 
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PRIC£*S I-ARGEST MAP. 

I Castle end, _ . ^i. 

8 Crowbill by f line of the Turii- 
8uidfoid» y pike imd; 

4 By Wobacb, 

5 Old Goer, \Celt8 hare beeu found, 

6 How CaplOt 

7 Brockliampton— Strait line lost. 

8 Capiat^ Wood^ 

9 Ditto Camp, 

10 The Rise, 

II Houlston, 

12 Fownbope by . 

. f Strait line again 

_ , L appears. 

13 Moidifoid^ ) 

14 Longwortb HilU. i 

15 Bartestre Chapel, > Stiait for abont a mile. 

16 HeU Hole. S 

Turn short to the left. From hence the Rommi 
road is as appareni, as any existing ; strait and a 
causeway. 

17 Lugbridge, 

18 Holmer, 

19 Huntinton^ Fite ffliie9 strait. 

20 Stretton, 

21 Kenchbstsik. 

22 Steps below Mrasel Gamage, where the 
strait line ceases. 



* Corrupted from Ostprius SIcapula* 
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TAYLOR S LA.ROE MAP. 

1 Fidler's Cross, 

2 HartletotH 

3 Foxall, 

4 Sanfoid, 

6 €it>w HiU» 

7 Old Cioer, (sic) ugjL Gorct, 
6 New House, 

9 Snogsash Crossj. 

10 How Caple, 

11 Rngden, 

12 Ealson, 

13 Fownbope, 

14 Biewhoose, (winding a little on ac- 

coont of iiie Biver and Hili,) 

15 The y(eat, 

16 Mordiford, (by the Cbuicbj leaving 

Tidttor Crosfi on the left,) 

17 Longworth, and so to Lugbridge, 

as on tbe otber Map. 

p2 
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JRROar AMUGONIUM TO 

PRICE'S i^BGE MAP. 

To Old Goer, as before^ where it i» Ifst^ till we 
come to 



Hellens, 

Redding^s end, >Abootone mile strait. 
Little Marcle. 



At Little Maicle, it falls into, the road from Cir« 
cutio to Glevom (Gloucester) whicl^ ^oes on thus : 

little Harcle, 
Brooks, 
AyltOQA 
Pixley, 
Tnimpetf 
MaynstoD^ 
AspertoQ, 
CknoQ Froome, 



Strait for five miles or 
thereabouts. 



SirettoiirQka!udison or Circutiq. 
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TAYLOR'S MAP. 

■ 

.On this Mapj which is not sa correct as the other of 
high excellencet m traces of another old way to 
CircQtio; and it is raenti^ed here» because it was 

usual with the Romans to make roadi parallel with 
Britifih Tj^ckwajs ; of which last this may hare been 
one« 

HowCapIe, as before* 

Dean's Place, by the load between Barrel] Hill 
and Yatton;. 

Kinnastoui by Hall Courts 
Wonder. 

Putley, whence it proceeds till it appears to fall 
into the other road between Hajnston and Aspertom 

9 

i>3 
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Ariconium to LiDN£Y> where w» a Camp, or 
acdofding ta wme wrilen, the Station Ahme. At 
all events, the remaiDs exceed those of a Camp.^ 
By meaiis of lidaey, Aricomom hmi a proper mili- 
tary connection with the Via Julia, and ao with 
Ca(sr«w€mt {Vhnta SUkrumy Caefleon and other 
Rtations. 

The roads in the Forest are obviously very diffi- 
cult to trace; but the Romans in making such ways 
over morasses, appear to have trenched the line of 
the M 088, which was destined to receive the road^ 
very deeply on either side ; and the larger and more 
solid plates of tnrf, which rose with the shovel from 
tlie lower part9 of the trench^^ they laid upon the 
oris;inal face of the bog; and rais6d§ the level of it . 
more than a yard in height. This causeway con-^ 
struction and the straitness osuaU mighti by. tracks 
ing the roads from Lidneyi Uke radii from a centr^^ 
kad to discoveries* 

Traces of vicinal ways, in connection with Arico-^ 
niuniy appear in two directions. 



* Antiquar. Repertory, i. 134. Biglaad'» 

Gloucestershire, i. 150. 
^ Whitaker's Mancbsster, i. 125. " 
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!• IT. 

Michel Dean, Above the Lea, 

Abbenhall, Belweea Michel Dean and 
. Little Dean Ruerdean, 

1, * Between Sei ridge Hill and 

BlaXeney, Stoctwell Green, 

Lidney^ Lidneyl 

By Kenchester, Ariconium communicated with 
GobaBniom (Abei^avenfiy) on the aonth; and by 
CircQtio ( Stretton-Grandison ) with Branuogeniunt 
(Woiieester) on the north* 

These statements are made upon the authority of 
the best Maps ; and are founded upon the distinctive 
rectilinear character of Roman roads, and in the 
turns at angles, because their ways often fall into 
one another. It an acknowledged rule, that the 
Itineraries do not show the shortest ways, but the 
roads which lay fittest for business, especially for the 
Roman Magistrates taking their progress through 
the several cities or colonies* 

As to tiw 'ways iimiiediately on, or near the site of 
Ariconium, the author has to report the result of his 
survey on the spot/ At the sohth angle of the fiefd^ 
called the Cindries, represented as the principal part 
of the sta^oD, htk in fact the extremity of it, runs 



* Moranf ■ Colchester, p. 16. 
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a lane, through Bury Bill, quite strait (mm the sta- 
tion» to a field cfdkd JLydil^ Meadow*. In ik^ year 
1819, the occupying tenant was mooting up the 
hedgerow on the western side^ in order .to t^t^ff the 
lane into the field. The eastern side of the meadow 
was fenced in by the hedge Jbelonging te th^^ roa^ 
From this meadow it crosses fields, ploughed up, 

and then appeals afun in a strait line .tepmnatiD^ a 

little to the left of Caitk end, a tem either 
becai^ it was .the end of the station or fortKSss, 
(Richborough Castle, being still the ^pelktion of 
that Roman station in Kent,) or perhaps of Eccles- 
wall Castle precincts. 

The farmers are said to have thrown into the fields 
numerous lanes ; one road is thought to have had a di- 
rect commnnication with Fiamilode Passage : and the 
Castle Tump at Dymock, seems to hare b^en^only a 
Specula or observatory tumulus, . common on the 
sides of Roman roads ; for it is situated at the corner 
q£ foor roadsf one of which, the northern, was appa* 
rently part of the rpad from this .station to Upton, the 
supposed Ypoce^ of fRavenn^s, wfcicli joined the 
Ikenild .street at Tewkesbury* JTo 4aake this investi- 
gation complete ii wpidd he neoeisaiy to examine all 
the old lanes, and note down the strait pieces them 
with their respective leaglhs, (for stations were in 
general remarkable for the straitness o| all the roads 

I 
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and bye lanes about them ;*) but it is a work of 
tedious travelliDg) which it is not in the power of the 
antbor to execute* 

*thi second test of this beings a station is the fia-> 
tare of the ' ground. It consists of gentle knolls^ 

■ 

surrounded by heights in the distance. Oierwent 
and other stations are of similar character. 

■ . 

The third proof is the Camp, on Penyard. The 
Romans bad a summer and winter station near each 
other.f The station Venones» near Bittesby in Not- 
tinghamshire afterwards called Cleycester was nearly 
a mile from the Camp.§ Bat whether this camp on 
the Chace or Penyaid was the iEstiva Castra of the 
station^ in subsequent feras» or not, it was probably, 
(as the Romans did not so into action, without first 
throwing up a camp,l|) the spot from whence they 
went to found Aricon, and the fortification from which 
they proteetedit; there being at Walford, a Cas- 
tellum or advanced post implying permanent occupa- 
tion to preserve the eamnunieation, and command a 
view of all the adjacent heights on the south* 



* See before, p. 25. 
t HatehiDson'a Durham, ii. 309^ note. 
§ Th<MPot<m'« Nottingbamshire la B'Miin. 
Hyginu« de Castr. Romanor. p. 115. 
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The fourth proof is the denominatioit Buty HilL 
This name often comipted into BriU wag thfL|t given ' 
to the fortification made by Edward the elder at Tow« 
eetter** It was a common term of the Anglo-Saxona; ! 
and beyond the camp at Symonds Yat^i on the road 
Ikom hence towards 8tanton« where nms a Roomn 
way^ is another Bnry Hill ; and places without number 
ate so catte4 ui fsiipus parts of the Eqipii^ 

■ 

The fifth ei^dence is the word Arch^cldm, In ! 
the Saxon Chroniclef it h called Yrein^a-feUU \ 
Geoffrey of Monmouth mentions a nation, called 
Merging upon the River Wye,"§ alluding plainly to 
the petty JBritish Kingdom of Erching^ mentioned 
hereafter; which Somncr defines by Herinaceorum 
Mim% or hill of Hedge-hog8.|| In Doomsday book 
It is called Arcen^elde ; and Bishop Gibsoq^ who is 
copied verbatim by Lye^ defines it by Ariconrfield : 
the latter term^ not htiug limited by the Ang^lo* 
Saxoas to its modern meaning, but also denoting* a 
vast mountainous' plac^l 

it 

* Stiikeley*9 Itiner. i. p. 41. f P» 1W>. 

% In natione Herging saper flnTiam Gnske'' ss quo- 
ted In ABp. Usher^s £eeIes.'Aniiq. p. 84. 

j| Cbroa. Sax. Noni. Loc. £xplie» p. 33. Lei. Collect. 
It. 141. 

% V. VMiaga-feld. Chron. Sax. ub. vssf^^ 
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The sislh attefitetion b the enoriiMnn qaaiility <»f 
cokm dkoovered 9ft' the spot The Saxon Cbronicie 
says, In lliia year [418] tba Romaas icolleoled til 
the treasores of Gold, wbieh tbey had in Britain^ 
and part tbey concealed in the ground, that no man 
might afterwards find them, and part they carried 
with them into GauL''^ From this passage the foU 
lowing inference has been dednced. We are to 
expect coins at such places as were of great note in 
the year 418, when the Romans on leanng the island 
hid their treasure : and the greater the towns were 
the treasure is so mneb the larger ; and consequently 
more coins are discovered in or about such towns as 
were of more considerable note»t" 

The seventh attestation is the great number of 
lanes and roads on or just around the spot* These 
were not only for the necessary purposes of commu* 
nication, like streets, but, that the garrison might 
not be exposed to danger* On the west side of the 
town of Auca&ter was a road, for the convenience of 
those, who tiaveUed when the Gates were sbnt.§ 
It has been already said, that the farmers have 
thrown numerous lanes into the fields* 



* Chron. Sax, p. 10. 
t BibU Topogrr. Brit. y. iv. p. p. 132. 133. 14S. 
^ Stnkeley'e Itin. u Sa. 



The eighth proof is the eitoatioii of BiromoSBBll 
which gave name to the Hundred, in or close to the 
slation: for Hundfed Courts were to be held^ cm 

account of security, in fortified places*^ 

Lastly, the Traditions on the spot affirm that the 
ancient city was very considerable, and extended at 
least over the whole space between Bollatiee and 
Bromesash. The old inhabitants call it Rose Town ; 
and the extent was upwards of twenty acres of land. 
The site bore precisely the appeaiaaee of Kenchester. 
It consisted of confused heaps of rubbish, with here 
and there walls, and was covered with bushes from 
which hedgewood was cut. Mr« Merrick, a pro- 
prietor, not many years ago, first cleared the land of 
. the stones. Remains of statues, heads, arms, &c. 
were found; and such a quantity of pieces of bronze 
and coins, as when sold amounted to fifteen pounds. 
Such was the ignorance of the times, that the money 
was called Fairy *coins. Those exhibited to the author 
Were of the later Emperors* It has been said, that 
a iaige bronze head with ram's horns was found. 
That the town was a Roman Birmingham, cannot be 
doubted, from the cinders of ore, which now remain: 
and the head of a battering ram might have been 
there cast. Upon digging the foundation of houses 



^ Spelidaani Archgeologns, p. 
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are still found ; but the author could not hear from 
Ae tiaditioDS, preserved by the oldest inhabitants, 
that any other part ,of a building was ever found, 
than that of a fault with steps, discovered accidentally 
by some children* Tiiesiteis foreotteut except that 
it was in a 'field, east of the Wynchforlongp, between 
the station and firomesash; Fragments of Urns,yases9 
Pins, Fibdise, and other denotations of residence 
have been found ; but no tesselated pavement, posst*- 
'l)]y becaufib the part explored lias ' h^en merely the 
idte of tile manufactory. For by the dip of the ground 
at ih€ Cinldries, it was prol>ab1y situated'at the lower 
or Prcetorian end of the station, where was the vete- 
'linaAnni ot worksfao]to' of 'ai^ms, '&6; and if so, the 
ground above is the most likely spot foir grand 
remains, because near the Prcetonura. From the pre- 
;€ediag stateBneBts,. it may be inferred that in .the 
Roman. and British .aei a Aricon or Ariconium was the 
J^etropoiis of .a partieidar 'district, aflerwards 'a 
British Kingdom called from its uame, Aricouiield, or 
Aiehwfi^ :* timtkit was occupied bytbe Romanf«.te 
a very convenietit stage, between Qlevum (Gloucester) 

. f j'^^fe :eliall JhL^ireai*ter fi-^m the acqotiiit of Du^riciua 
IHal originally Archenaeld was a petty BpiU^i Kiiq34Q9i» 
extending from the western ^dgt of the* Forest of Dean, 
■s ftrat least as Madley and Moccaa one way. 
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andMagna,(Keachester.) As also the vicinityabounded 
in woody it appears* ifrom tho vast quantity of Scorias 
still remaining, that they established Iron-works oa 
the spot, as they did in the adjacent Forest of Dean^ 
in order to assart the land, and thus render the coun- 
try more productive and profitable, as well as safer 
in a military view.— As to the Britons, those who 
inhabited cities were chiefly men engaged in coni- 
merce, and their great Market day was Wednesday, 
from its dedication to* MercuTy the God of Timde»* 
The chief of these were no doubt Iron«workers; for 
Smithery was the staple trade of the whole adjac^t 
country^ for many ages after the Rom^ eyacnatiei^ 
of Britain; 

After this period, the year 410, Britain w» gov- 
erned by petty tyrants, of ^wbom-there were net Jess 
than thirty, so many being the nlmdber of indepeiW 
dent atates, and in eaich there was* a Bisfaep^ Ite 
people in general were iu two divisions, the free and 
tiie SMCvile; tod the Magistrates^ were DeMfioM^ 
a sort of Aldermen, and other subordinate officers.f 

Thus there was ax^onstitntion, both religious and 
Gii4l^ and ' we have evidences of the existence of both 
in this country. , 



« M» Paris, p, m. t Turner's Anglo^taons, i. laM. 
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The prefix of Llan to the name of a place, as much 
denotes a chufcb or religions boose among the Brit- 
ons, as the mention of a Priest in Doomsday does 
in the Anglo-Saxon sera. There are near Ross, Uan- 
garran, Llanwarn, Uanfrotber^ Llandinabo, &cc. all 
upon the western side of the Wye, and three of them^ 
iifanwarn, Llanfrother and. LUndinabo* are near 
HenUand, iour miles only from Ross, where was a large 
College of religious men^ like the famous Monastery 
of Bangor^. On the eastern side of the RiTer the 
names of the places are chiefly Anglo-Saxon* In the 
▼icinity is also a parish, called Saint Weonards. This 
holy man: was a Hermit, for in the painted glass in 
the north window is or w^sS. Wenardus Heremita 
Wider the %ure of an old man, holding a book in 
one. hand and an axe in the other,* possibly because 
he was. decapitated by the AnglorSaxons^f' 'Eh? 
British Churches, were built on or near Druidical 
places of worship, and they were also dwelling places; 
but they were not sjtone-buildings, which were deem- 
ed almost miraculous. They were in the form however 
of old houses ; the fronts always to the & east^ havr- 



* Goagh's Camden in Herefordshire* 

t The author is unable to refer to Capgra^ei for. 
legend of him. 

C»2 
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• ■ 

ing great windows opening that way.^ At the time 
of Aurelius Ambrosius, i. e. the fifth century^ the 
state of this country in a religious view, is detailed 
as follows, in literal translation ; ^* A certain petty 
King of the counlry of Ertic or Ercych,t called 
Pepian, but in the British language* sumamed 
Clavorauc^ which in Latin is interpreted ReumaticuS| 
or Spumosus, having gone against his enemies upon 
an expedition, and returned to his own territory with 
a trophy, ordered his daughter, by name Ettrdil to 
wash bis head, on account of. his fatigue J^n .the 
battled When she attempted to execute bis command^ 
the father perceived by her size§ that she was jpreg« 
nant. On this account, the King excessively angry^ 
ordered her to be enclosed in a hide, and thrown into 
the river, in order that wheresoever . fortiine might 
take her, she might be sunk in the deep of th^ river. 
Which thin^, because it by no means pleased God, 
he was unable to effect, ^or, before the offspring 
which she had in her womti could be born^' the Lord 

» ft 

• Rowland's, Mona Antiqua. 158. 321. Script, poet. Bed. 

155. a. 

f The erroneous versions of Wbarton are well known. 
In the Chronicles of Warwick qaoted by Archbishop 

Usher Eccles. Antiq. p. 238 Ed. fol. it is'' Regi^m JErchpng. 
Pepiau uomine^** thus decisively provrug^ the spot to be 
^rcAen-ficld; the Hergyng^ of Geofirey :0f Mbnmoiith 
before quoted : The Frc^n^a-feid of the S^on Chronicle, 

and Aiceue-feide of DoQUisday. § Gravitate. 



0 



Digitized by Coogl 



43. 

« 

tiiougbt worthy by showing his mercy and protectiony. 
to exhibit of what merit it was about to be : since 
the mother coold by no means be sunk in the water. 
For, as often as she was placed in the river, so many 
times she was carried again uninjured to the bank;. 
Hence the indignant father, because he was unable 
to immerge her in the waves, ordeied her to be bunir* 
ed with fire ; at whose order a pile is immediately 
prepared for her destni6tion» and the terror of other 
girls ; into which the daughter of the aforesaid 
King, Eurdil, is putinbuming flames. But on the- 
morrow morning, whilst she was thought to hsTe 
been completely burnt in the fire, messengers haiwg 
been sent by the father to enquire if any of her bones^ 
remained unbttrnt, they found her safe, and hoMiog 
the son, whom she had brought forth in the midst 
of the fire, in her bosom, her clothes and hair being 
mninjured by the fire» For a ¥ery great stone was 
plac^ed near the spot where she brought forth her son,, 
in token of the birth pf the boy« But the place, ia. 
which the boy was bom was called in the British 
Tongue, MaUmaii Lochou by some, MiUle by 
others, because the blessed little man* was bomt 
there : which place by the corruption of the Englishi 



♦ Homuncio^ rascal, scrubby fellow iu the classical' 
Interpretation, bat this could not possiblx be the meaiu. 
iugoi the Monkish aaibor* 
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idioms is named Medeley. [Madky near Hereford] 
fiat the boyt as soon as he obtained the layer of 
regeneration is called Dubricius, and is immediately 
filled with the Holy Ghost : but who was bis father 
remains unknown to the men of this time: and, there- 
fore, some mistaken people fabulously pretend^ thai 
he had no father/' 

Through the utter impossibility of makiBg aay 
impression upon the barbarians of that agOj by com- 
non sense or reason, it was eostemary, upon the 
same principle as that of Columbus, when he 
affrighted the Indians by making a miracle of ait 
Eclipse, to invent prodigies, which were executed 
by disguised human ageney; and H was a common 
stratagem among the Greek and Roman Generals 
and Priests, the Crusaders, Jesuits and othei^.* 
Thus the unfortunate Princess was saved from drown* 
ing by an inClated bide, and from the fire by creep- 
ing under a stone or rock> placed there on purpose^ 

To proceed : " When, therefore, the father of the 
aforesaid girl bad heard from his officers what things 
the Lord had done towards her and her son, moreover 
the wonderful beauty and elegance of ,the tiny bojr^ 



* See MillsV History of the Crusades, I. 208» eeq. 

Wadsworth'ft English Spaalsli Pilgrim, p. 1^. 4to. VSM^ 
et alioe. 
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and the g:mce of Gbd very conspidous in Mm, Very 
much desiringr to see them, ordered them to bring bis 
daughter with her new*boni cMId immediately to 
him. Upon their beifig presented to him, immedi« 









1 



began afterwards to love him, above all his other 
childlren and grandchildren ; and ' made him heir of 
that farm, where he was born, which was called ])Iatle 
by fife natives, r. e. good piaee, because the good, or 
blessed man, had been there born. Moreover after 
the course of a few years, the aforesaid King Pepiau 
made Dtibricius heir of all this island, and ordered 
it to be called from that time Miserbdily from th^ 
name of Eurdil hid mother.. From that time Ifae little 
boy increased every day in age and wisdom ; and 
having obtainsd seasonable timeof learning, is deli*, 
vered to be instructed in letters, who a little time 
after flourished faoiously in prndtace, together with 
the knowledge of divine precepts.^ And although .a 
yoafli in years, jNst becbtning in a short lime a gray 
headed old man in underslanding, and the virtue of. 
knowledge in eloquence, likewisein skill in both the 
testaments, he was cried up with so celebrated a repur 
tatien through all Britmn, that from nearly all the 
provinces of the whole kingdom, not only the ignorant 
but the it^ofmed, flocked to him for the sake «f in- 
struction and edification, in a different dogma. Of 
whom the chief are knowoj viz« S. Theliaous, Samson 
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bis disciple, Ubeliaea^d Aidan, with sixteen others, 
whose naines we have not jfclioiight it fit to iasert in 
tiii» hifitwy ; besides another thousand clerksi whom 
he bad detained for the tenn of seven yews to be 
instructed in liberal discipline in the county* called * 
Hentland,* which is seated near the River Wye, 
nffordins to tbem ja himself a form of religious ti£^ 
and perfect charity. Again the Doctor in like manner 
in Ae awl of bis nativity, namely in the island o£ 
Miaerbdil, near the bank of the river which is called^ 
Wye, chusing a sitnation, rich in wood and fish, 
fit for himself and the multitude of his disciples, 
remsdned in anpeantending that study, to many^ 
impp»ng upon the place the nameof Mo/A-?o5, oi 
Mock^rQSpf u. ^ the place of Pigs.! There be lived 



* From Hentlaad there nma a British Trackway to the 
Meend, theuce to Miret, thence to Wilton, thence to 
"Whitfield, where it falls into the TurApike road al 
miemsli: bnt proibahiy wen|^ fiirth^jr,^ fw, the author 
has been iftformcd, that, in maki|ig the present Tompike 
road, a way apparently Roman was cat throngrh.^The 
present road from Welsh Kewton to the Callow beyond 
Xiewsallf appears tomn npon^ an ancient line, 

•f* There is near Hereford a place called Mtockes^ or 
Mocoas* 

Because he dre^ed that. He should fonadadwelUng' 

and church, where he discoveypd a white sow and pigs. 
(Usserii Bccles. Antiq. p. 2^.} an old story borrowed^ 
fieom Virgil^^ and applied to various places* 
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for a long course of days; preaching and teaching 
the clergy and people, his leaminf^ ^bining through 
all Britain, like a lamp upon a candlestick, every 
superstition of bad doctrifne being removed; Also 
during the whole time in which he preached the 
word to tbe Britons^ the same nation preserved the 
sound and catholic faith.* [These passages allude 
to the Pelagian HeiesjTji vrith which the British clergy 

wereiafecte^a....:. • 

Hereford> anxse out of the ruins of Kenchesf er^ 
evidently because the new situation had the advant- 
a^ of the riter, 'and was close to' a ford. In the 
same manner Ross is said by tradition to have been 
founded from the I'mns of Aficonium, the materiab 
in part haying been removed to the former which lies 
upon the banks of the river. ■ 

* 

After the donation of thje JJrl^inor to the See of Here- 
ford, the Bishops contributed much to its improvement 
by fou^d^g a palace 99 the spot^ By Ihi^ term p<4ace 
we are not to understand one of those magnifioient 
buildings now 80 denominated, but a jhleiaf (whence 
is derived oui modern word, Fo/li/^ applied to houses) 
a pleasant summer rural residence.^ Besi^es^ it was 



♦ Vila S. Dubricii by Benedict of Gloucester in Angl, 
8acr. ii. 654 seq. 

t Acttup ap. domom Fdej^ce A. D. ISSp. Ducauge v. 
Foleia^Foleya. 
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the custom of our ancestors when they held their 
lands in their own hands, or received their rents in 
kind, to piQve about to their different Manors ; hav- 
ing^ , only one principal dwelling^,' called the Standing 
House, and that of the old Bishops at least out of 
Hereford, appears to haveheen at Sogwa8«§ IViihout 
thesfs removals they could npt have supported^ their 
enormous establishments in domestics and horses. 
In the year 918 the Danes entered the. mouth of the 
Severn, and laid hold of Bishop Cameleac, then in 
Archeufieldf by which as tbei:e does notappear to have 
been any other Episcopal leaidenee in that district^ 
we niiay pnesume h» was stopping at Ros«« The Kmg^ 
[Edward theelderl however, ransomed him for fortyt 
pounds* After this the Panes again landed^ and 
deavonred to go a second time into Archeufield for 
the sake of plunder; but the inhabiUinta> joined witln 
those of Gloucester and the neighbouring cities, mis- 
erably defeated them*! From the Danes endeavouring 
to march here, we may presume, that there was 
sonaething to plunder, and ithe state of places and 
civilization in the reign of Alfred, maybe estimated 
by the sise of the hundred. He borrowed the plan 
from the Germans ; and every hundred contained that 
number of farms, as we should now call them. Of 
course, where the hundred ia but small tbe 



^ GovgVs pamilen. f Chren. Saxon, p. 109. || Ibid* 
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cultivationr was coiudderable; arid the place well 
stocked for die age with inhabitants and cattle. 

The Royal Manors before the coming of the 
Normans, were furnished with churches; ai)d chapels 
also in the Hamlets, not far short of parochial 
churches; and so were many other great Manois^ 
and some little ones aIso.§ It is accordingly observed, 
that in AECBiiBF£j[*D£ the King had three churches^ 
whose priests perfdrn^ed the King^s Bmbassies into 
Wales. t The policy, pf thus founding cborches in 
these districts, in order to taoie and subjugate the 
Britons, is made apparent by the following lines 
from an old poem in Higden, coaceming the man- 
neffr of the Welob* Thejr were accostimied to 
idolatrize thoTiiinister^ of jeligion« ^ 



JBt aummi Del faxtt^lo^ 
Vemerantur ut angelos^ 



Yet they 'oliey priests 

And fbe seramts ttie 
most high Cod 

Worship like Aagele. 



This Tenemtion was an archaism, derived from 
their stibjectioni to the Druids. Hereford was in the 
time of the Gonfessot inhaMted cMeiy by AligbH 
Saxon ^nd Norman Burgesses ; and Ross no doubt 
by persons of the same nations in the main, for the 



V ThOiOton^s Wottinghanwlbige, Introd. zW* £d. Thorsby* 
t Doomsday, % xf. Soiriptores, 1S8. 
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Welch did not live in towns^ until they had been 
civilised by the Anglo*Saxous. The old poem say^ 
farther, 

" Mores bmtales Britonum He brutal manners of the 

Britons 

lam ex couvictu Saxonum Now from intercourse wilii 

the Saxons, 

Commtitantar in melius Are changed for the better 

<Ut patetloceolariiiB * As is clearer than lig^ht, 

Hortos et Agros excoliint They enltivate fields and 

gardens 

Ad oppida se'eoiifemnt.^§ * Tbey betake themselves to 

towns. 

The Bishopry of couine followed the line of policy, 
practised by the King»; and a chuiehms built at 
Ro8s» before the Norman Invasion, for' a priest is 
mentioned in Doomsday. PreviQus, to giving the 
extract, it is proper to premise, that in ancient hus- 
bandry, nearly all the laud was arable and open, there 

being only a few incloenres about the honses. A large; 

» • ■ • . ■ 

camn&on was set -apart for - the ^vqrking animab a|id 
eattle^ ThitattRofts.atyi esi^ts*. .. 

Th^ account in Doomsday book is as follows* 
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In -Rosse sunt aeptem In Kbssef are seven hides 



minio est una carncata 
«t dia poeset esse* Ibi 

vnii villani «t sex bor« 
darfi et Presbyter cum 
uiii carucaiis, Jbi trei^ 
servi, molendinum de 
sex solidis et octo denarils 
et xvi acr&e prati. Silva 
€St * in defensn Regis« 
Yillani re^unt xviii sol. 
de tens'u. 



In Walecford sunt 
«eptem hidae geldabiles. 
In dominio est una ca<^ 
racatat et adhtvc dyio 
possunt esse, Ibi sex 
▼illaiii et* qaataor' bor^ 
daiii) cum quinque ca- 
nicatis. Ibi xiv acrse 
prati et tres bajae. ViU 
lani reddttnt x 8 pro 
wastd terrd. 



gekMN^;^ In demesn is 
one carucate and there 
might be another. There 

are eighteen .villains 

and six bordars, and a 
Priest ^ith twenty^hree 
carueates. There are 
three serfst and ai mill 
of six shillings and eight 
pence, and sixteen aerea 
of nieaduw. There is a 
wood in the King's fence. 
The villains pay eigh* 
teen ^shillings leati 

* 

In Walecford are seven 
bides geidable. In de«* 
mesh is a carucate and 
two more may be added. 
There are six villains^ 
and four bordars, witb 
hve carucates. There 
are fourteen acres of 
meadow? ai^d tbre^ hai^Em 
The villains pay ten sbiU 
Ungs for the waste land* 
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H«c tria maiieria Wal<- These three Manors Wal- 

forde et Rosse, et Up- forde, Rosse, and Up- 
luoe ap preciata suat xi?. turn, were valqed at 
lib.^ ^ . fourteen pound3. 

This account gives the state of Ross under the 
reign of Edward the Confessor, who introduced 
the Norman fashion of dividing lands into Manors. 
There was not a single freeholder in the place, 
there being very few small properties, in this 
8era.§ The occupiers of the lands were eighteen 
farmers, who paid their rents in kind and services 
jointly; and six cottagers, who furnished poultry, 
eggs, &c. and a Priest with a large endowment^ 
the present Rectory Manor. 

■ 

There were three serfs^ o* slaves, subject to the 
arbitrary disposition of the Lord, who gave them 
what he pleased ; a mill, rented at about twenty 
shillings of our modern money; and sixteen acres 
of meadow. There was a wood within the King's 
fenc^, [the chase thus described because, annexed 
to the royal purlieu of Penyard*] The farmers 
paid fifty-four shillings modern money, rent or 
tributef 

• DogdaleVMonagt. Eccl.CathedrJii. 1S3, 1S3. Ut. Edit. 

* 

^ SDiytik's Bv'rkeleys M. S. p. 32. 
t Ceimt f is a very indefinite term, meaning rent in 
kind,. See I>ucauge in voce. 



Digitized by 



51 

In Walferd W6re about seventeen hundred aci^s, 
subject to the tax» called Danegelt. In demesib 
or direct occupation of the Loid, and cultivated 
by four bordars or cottagers were from forty to 
fifty acres, and eighty or ninety more might be 
added. There were six farmers, who paid rents 
in kind and services; who with four cottagers, 
occupied rather more than two hundred acres« 
There were fourteen acres of meadow, and three 
inclosures of wood.* The farmers paid thirty shil« 
. ]ings modern money for the waste. 

From this record it is deducible, that Ross 
was not a walled town, or place of defence, other- 

>■ wise it would have been stiled Burgum} that the 
^number of families was twenty-five ; which, reckon- 
ing five to a house, makes a population of one 
hundred and twenty-five souls; that the lallains 
or farmers with their families did, in the main, 

. their own woik^ tbit bordars or cottagers being 



* The term Ilaia in the Glossaries means a hedge, 
* park, inclosure, &c. but it some times had a much more 
extensive meaning^ for Haghde Kilpeck held the Manor 
of Little Taynton In Gloucestershire, by the service, 
keeping the TIaia of Ilert furd "which was a great 
woodland ground near the city, and heretofore reputedt 
' a forest,'' M. S. Parsona in bibl. Bodl. p. 153. 

f2 
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cbiefly aUached to the de^ni* tliiit», «f die amiifo 

laiui in cultivationy there were between tweBty-^ne 
md twentyrlwo acres per he^d, which at fthe pro* 
duct }eQ bu£i)els only per acre of Kheatt gave 
to' every inbabitaDt, an income .of two hundred 
and tenb\i^els per annum^.equUalent in..iDodem 
money to £{26<~Thti8 we need not be su^rised 
at the accounts of ancient liospitalLtyy when the 
farmers and their families, by doing their bwn 
work, were at no expence for labour; andso .scanty 
a population occasioned no higb price of proTisions. 

At. W.alfordy there were no more dian ien fami* 
lies, wbicb, at five e^ch» n\aHca only .fifty, sonls ; who 
Qccnpied two thousand acres, or tbereabonts in a 
state of tillage^ the enc/o^e^ , grass land beini^ 'Only 
fourteen acres. For DoQpnsday does not mention 
pasture land^ only meadow and arablcf This ^om- 
putatlon leaves to every inhabitant ioity acres per 
hpf^^9 nr in modem money at ^ product of •lea 



• At Elwias in thiR county, the Bordars fn^xjud one 
4ay \tL the week^ (Doomsday.) They were an interine'- 
•diate rank hetwe^ Villains and' Serfs, 

By noticing this circamslaaqei a^^ p^ipppftf^g Ijbe 
eiie of the parish with ih^ I^QonisdsyjemoiR;!^, th^ -f^ntt^r 
has f^re(luently found that the proportion het^een arable 
aud pasture ha& i^ many places, ren^aijaed 8ta;t^a^y |o 
this day/" 
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busbeb of wheat per acre, and lOs. a fiuafael 

price, £250 per annum. The farmers also paid 
rent for the waste. Not only» as before obsenred» 
was such laud used for pasturing the working and 
provisionary animals, but, before the legal instita* 
tion of poor rates, they were applied in aid of the 
•voluntary colleclions, gathered on Snn<hy8 and Fes* 
tival times by the churchwardens and their wives.* 
Thus at Ebberton in Gloucesteiehire, ^ ten Cows, 
which the poor were to milk^ commoned on the 
free estate^ belonging to Sir W. Keyt."t 

The preceding remarks are made upon a rough 
scale^ no other in reality being possible, from such 
a census as IXoomsday and the amount of the 
Hides and Carucates: but in the main, it will be 
foui^d not far from the fact. 

They who are desirous of a nicer calculation^ 
may see it in the following Table, exhibiting in 
She year 1050, the prices of various necessaries 
in sterling money; and also in Decimals, with 
the Depreciation of the value of money inferred 
therefrom. To which is added the mean appre- 
ciation of money, according to intervals of 50^ 
Years, deduced by interpolation«§ 



♦ I^ysona'a Envir.i.2S6. 510- t Parsonain BiW. Bodl* 
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* • 

Tfie Doomsday ^^t^meut a)^ shows^ that Ross 
l^Mi the Vieipily wefe in a very fair ataAe wUi* 
vatioa at th? j^eiipd of the Coaqyeat, an ^fft^i, m 
^oubt, ip ^r^at jf^rt ^ the RapaA a^c^patifiii «f 
^OCOQ, Cse^ar ^^ys, that the Marilime cour^tiiea 
consisted' chiefly of AgriquUnriataj while the in* 
landers principally subsisted on meat and milk» a 
state of ' things, whieh existed, in some places, tilf 
Ike lUtys of Elizabeth* Du Bnlleyn, who lived in 
that age, observes in his chapter of milk, that 
in l^aUs^ Snflblk, Essex, and especially about 
Alston Hooj, amoDg the mountains in Durham, 
where ifiere u Utile tillage, and so much bringing 
up qf cattle 9 the people are all chiefly nourished 
wHb iiuU|» and use Kttle of^ any other drink.* Bnt the 
Roman.s not only oppressed the Britons with the 
smidy hut with the whip,§^ reduced them to the 
mostidbject submission,! and made them rear corn 

• 

• Book of; ^fi^l^t ^rU Hi^^i^^MMm^ iii- 
%. Ed. % 

Oildas hi X9. Scriptor. p. 4. Taeit. Aj^c* 

•f The Saxon Conquest was owing to this enervating 
polipy. The Romans ()rcM^lste4 the British yonth into 
fofeigB service, and suflfere^ no otl^ers to learn thf^.iifii^, 
o£.^cma. They. canrie4(^Mi'Po1lra to* sn^ eiieut^* X^fA - 
the Uihahitanu of tl^e Balearic p^titipp^ AugnatM. 
toHiCM them' aii ariny, in order to destroy a host of ' 
Hares and RabM^Si which thr^Mteaed. to c^uiu^ th«iii«/ 
harrest;- SeeP/ln. N. 11. Src/rliu c. 55. and Dr. Robin- 
son, observes C View of ike State of EurorfH!^ Note v. J 
that Spain ana Africa once very brave nations were s^ 
entirely etxertated by sul:nection to the Romans, that a 
mdU armi^ of v%n^Is subdued them i^ a^^sjiort time, • 
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ibr the Annona or tribute; compelled them to 

bnog* it in, and often made them iu mock eiy sit 
before the Graiiaiies, boj the com back ag^ain, 
or eart it away to a greater distance^ where it 
would brio^ more money ; for which neason the 

bye-ways and distances were carefully marked out«^ 

The other existing memorials (not earthworks) 

of the aeras just discussed^ are relicks of super^ 
stition chiefly in their origin, both Pagan and 
DruidicaU The Benedictine editors of Du Cange 
notices customs of the Rustics of Picardy, to which 

they can find no clue^ from written authority^ and 

* 

tlierefore ascribe them to Druidism;t and the 
Dc^iphin Annotators of Caesar, upon the passag^e, 
which notes the addiction of Gaul, where the 
established religion was Druidismj to superstition^ 

quote CicerOi for the aildlUon^ tliai this nation 
despised all others systems*!- 

^< The original of ancient customs^ says Johnson^, 
is commonly iinknowa; for tbi^ practice often coni- 
tinues, when the cause has ceased; and concerning 
superstitious ceremonies, it is vain to conjecture; 
for what reason did not dictate^ reason cannot ex- 
plain." The atteoipt hei;e made to illustrate tbesk 
of course goes not beyond obvious analogies. 

" i ■ ' 

♦ Tacit. Agric— Cicer. in Verr.— Lipsius, &c. 

V 
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« 

I NeufChHsifnas Daj/, and thejirst Monday in the 
ytfor^— A womatt most not eome first into the house» 
otherwise theie will be no lack throughout the 

,ye»r«^ Janui obseires in Ovid^ that» Omens 
attach to the beginning of! all thiQgs:''§ and Phi- 
lomphem k,iiow» that when the mind is strongly 
agitated by hope or fear, it naturally speculates 
in Ae fntaie^ and has a sensitive irritability, which 
wai|» events to the prevailing idea. But occur'* 
sacnia, i, e. presliges from objects first met vpon 

^gping abroad, • were the subjects of particular books, 
written by Hippocrates (not the Physician) and 

.f4)lios» It was very unlucky to meet a lame or 
blind man, Eunuch, Ape, &c. and more especi- 
ally the animal called Ga/^, whether it signified 
a w^azle or cat, because says Artemidorus, it 
tgi^pifies a <^r{ifty bad-mannered woman,t and the 
tenn *'old cat'' is still contemptuously applied to 

andeni tlUnatnred females. In the north of ^Eng- 
land, it is customary, when a child is taken to 
church to be- 4shrisleaed, 4o engage a little boy to 
\ meet .the ii^fant^ vpon leaving the hoiisei because 
jit ja ((eeiMd an mducky omen, to encounter ^a 

■III II P^.-li I I I ■■■f l MM IWW 

^ ^Omhiaprincipiisiiiqiiitkieese'iiolent^ Fssti. i. lin. 178. 

t Casaub. in T^opyhvast. p. 290. See too the Scholiast Oia, 
the Birds of ^titoplmes, La^, jsnd Qthersi «<m« 

ceming the Oc€9(r4^ute« 
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female first, for whioh service the boy receives i| 
small present of a cake and Cheese^f wrapped la' 
paper. On the first day of the year, it 19 ^ 
deemed very unfortunate, for a womaa to entei 
the house first; and therefore an enquiry is mosilf 
made^ whether a male has previoudy been there. 
It is certain that among all the m>rthem natiossij 

' women were supposed to be endow§d with a pnH 
4)hetic spirit, more or less, according to their ag^| 
and a tall Celtic woman and female Droid^ s«v- 
tially met Diusus and Alexander Sever us, and pro- 
phecied the death of each«§ When Maximious 
met a woman with disshevelled hair and mouro- 
ing habit, it was deemed an omen of his death :f 
and among the ancient Scots, if a woman bare* 
foot crossed a road, before them, they seized her 
and drew blood from her forehead, as a cham 
against the omen.^ Tbe women had too saA 

. enormous influence and authority among the Celts, 
that they excited the jealousy of the Driiids> wfco 



t Rous (Archoeolog. Attic, p. 212.) mentions from 
Atbenaeus, c. 2. ^^toasted pieces of Chersonesmi Cheuei 
as common presents of the Greeks at the feast of nam^ 

!ng their children." ' ^ 

II Univ. Hist, tu p. 07* not c. from Keysler« 

§ Lampridius and Xiphiline Id Hist. Aug^. ii. 7132, iii. 203. ! 

% CapitoUn, in Id. ii. 232. | 
^ Antitjuit. Vulgar, p. 1^01. Ed. Brand. 



Digitized by Google 



59 

uni means to impose a check upon them.* 
^hclher this isuperstition formed one of these 
eaii8»<or/not, the Primitive Christians woold not 
op It, for; in consequence of the FaJl of Man, 
ey denominated the Fair Seir, Gates of the 
evil, resigners of the Tree of Life, and first 
iserteis of the Divine Law»§ The only notice 
ihh occorsaculum in the Popular Antiquities 
confined to the Churching of Womemf 

Oid Christmas Day. No person must borrow 
e, but purchase it, with some trifle^ or other, 
r instance, a pin. A womati must not «nter the 
use on this day. The restriclion concerning the 
re, lasts during the twelve days. The Druids 
nsecrated a solemn fire, from which that of all 
ivate houses was supplied. They extinguished 

the other fires in the district till the tithes 
re paid, nor till this was done, could the fires 

rekindled.il As to the Pin, Welch women still 
ort to a spring:, called NelPs Point, on Holy 
kursday, and drop pins into it for offerings.^ The 
Halation of this custom to Old Christmas Day, 
i Epiphany, when the fire might represent the 

* UniT. Hist, xviii. 563. 
crtullian p. 170. Ed. Rigalt " De cultu Femiuaraita/* 

f ii. p. 11, 

(orlase^s Cornwall, p. 130. — Martin's Sheiland inles — 
)e Valaucey in Collect. Reb. Hybern N. H. 64, 65. 103. 
% Hoare'a GIraldiu, 1. 133. 



Btai^ wbi<ib 'guided the Magi; and be .purchased 
in allusion to their offerings, is a very fair siib^ 
8litale» for the following, reasons: <*It .was aa 
auncient ordinaunce, that noo man sholde come to 
God» ne to the Kyng with a «voyde ho&d^ but tbat 
he brought some gyfte."t That the purchase of 
the Fire should 4ast for the twelve days is also 
analogous to ancient customs; for the observatida 
of twelve days was connected^ with tlie Satunudia \ 
and Hosj^nian-says, that at Rome on New Year's 
Day, no one would , suffer a neighbour to take 
fire out of his house^ .or any thing, of iron» or 
lend -any thing., It* was a Heathen custeni*|[ 

On Twelfth Day also they mahe twelve Fires 
of sttawy oti6 latge one' to' burii the old witch* 
They sing, drink and dance^ around it. With- 
out this festival, they think, lhat they should 
have no crop.4> On the same day in Irelandi 



t Golden Leg^end^ foL viii. a. 
1) Brattd*# •PdpvbU) AutiquftiMi i. p. IL 

f I ' ■» H I i rf TT ■ , 1. u ■ in eque ante ' 
Filcem matnns qaisquam Bupponat anstis 
Quam Cererci tottt" rediniitus tempora quercu 
J}€t motus indomposifos^ et carmina dic^t. 

Yirg. Georg. L.' 1. t. 347. seq, 

4- Sememlvw dies, were feasts - after aeed-timed ou no 
stated days. 
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Ibey set up hi^h ..tbcy can, a meve of ot!»» 
Mkd m it ajdoBMi candles, - and ia the centte one 
larger, all lighted. This is done in niraory of 
our Saviour, and bis Apostles, lights of the world.^ 

*This custom had its origia in a jumble of the 
Druidical .Bel tine and the .Roman .Cerealia, and 
Palilia; the great, light to hum the vitch seem- 
ingly referring to Samhan, or Balsab, the Drui- 
dical Giod of Death. To j:eturn. 

After the fires are lit, the attendants, headed 
by Ibe masti&r of the family, pledge the company 
ill old cyder» which circulates freely on these 
occasions A tsircle is formed round the large fire, 
when a general shout and hallooing takes place, 
%faieh you hear answered from .all 4he< adjacent 
tillages and fields/'.f 

Tbe> Northern a&titins on ad^srilig their mral 
4ieities, : emptied on^every invocation a cup in their 
hoiiomii^§ Tlie > hallooing is the '< €eterem ctamore 
vocent in iecia'' [Calling Ceres into .the House] of 
VkpU «^ M^eh the .D0iplitB>Allnotait6r o}>smes, 

^ ' — 

* Collect. Reb. HjberA. N. I. p. m. 
Popular Antiquities, L p. 29. 
^ Mr. Pennant (Scotland, ^: 91.) frdm^Olans Wenmas, 



Digitized by GoQgle 



that Cefw being a synonym for Corn, it implies 
a wiab that there may be a good erop broughl 
iato the barns. 



This being finished in the fields, the company 
retnm home, where ihe good housewife and ber 
maids are preparing a good supper. A large cake 
is always provided with a hole in the middle* 
Afier supper the company all attend the Bailiff or 
head of the oxen to the wain house, where tbe 
following particulars are observed. The Master at 
the head of his friends fills the cup (generally of 
strong ale) and stands opposite the first or 
finest of the oxen. He then pledges him in a 
curious toast. The company follow his example , 
with all tlie other oxen, addressing each by bis 
name* Tbis being finished, the large cake is > 
produced, and with much ceremony put on the 
liom of tbe $mt Ox, through the hole above-men- 
tioned. The Ox is then tickled, to make him toss 
his bead; if he throw t)ie cake behind^ then it is 
the mistress's [or female seivant^s] perquisite; if be- | 
fore, (in what is termed the boosy*) tbe bailiff 
hiraseif claims the prize. The company then re« 
turns to the bouse, the doors of which tliey find 
locked^ till some joyful songs are sung. On their 



Afitallj from the Anglo-Saxon Xi'o#^, or Bosi§f Frm9^ 
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{gaining ailiiiiUance> a scene of mirth and jollity 
ensues, which lasts • the greatest part of the* 

Thus the Popular Antiquities^* bat the ioTOca- 
tion being omitted shall be suppliedf 

« 

*^ Here is to yoa, Champion, with thy ivfaite horn*' 
^ God send our master a good crop of com*' 

•< Both Wheat, Rye, and Barley, and all sorts of g^raia" 
If vremeet this time tweWemonth weMl drink to him agaiu'* 
Thee eat thy pause^ and I will drink my beer*' 

^ And the Lord send us a happy new year«** 

4 

/ Mr. Brand, in the excellent work quoted has 
BOl deduced the origin of this, custom. It ap- 
pears to be a rude draught of one of the ancient 
Ferise 8ementiv8e« The cake seems to have been 
put on the horn of the Ox^ as a substitute for 
the crown or garland formerly used at these festi^ 
vala^ for TibuUus says Loose the chains from 
the yokes; now the Oxen ought to stand at the 
full stalls with a crowned headj^' The cakes allude 
to the offerings then made to Ceres and the Earth 



• i* j>« 30. t From Rudge and Heath. 

^ From the A. Sax. posa^ scrip. 

D Solrite vincla jugis^ nunc ad prsesepia debeat 
neDa eorofiato stare bores eapite. 

£1. ii. 1. p. U2. £d. Bas. Id9t ' 

g2 
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from their owQ corn,* and the< j^yong songtf ^ 
w tbft ^'Gftrmina" ot Tti|;il . balbm quoted^ 

At Easter, the Ruaties have a custom, called 
Corn-uhowingg. Partiea are mada. to i^cfe. cut 
Cockle from the Wheat* Before they set oiU:lh(qf^ 
take with them Cake^^ Cyder, and aaja my infor'^ 
mant, a yarrf of toasted cfreese. The first pereon, 
who eicka the cockle from, the wheat has the. 
first kiss of the. Maidj aad th^. first, sliaa. of: the- 
Cake« 

Thia custom is not noticed in the Popular 

Aritiqaitiea. It is plainly^ aiK)ther of tbef Ferite 

Sementica^, aatapjSMrs'from;- Ibe fiottoiviAf: liM 9& 
Ovid.'^ll, 

^ £t GSfeaiit loluA oenlSe»Tiiiar|ttibiMii>^0EH* 
[Let the fields he 8trip|>ed of eye-diseMdnK MNdkleul 

And beldi at thet ymyv owwiij , p mw Mil m d il ly'Wiigtf j 
the bqpinning.' of apring;t In ajpfimiis hofwe?er to 

^ Pf aeeirtlir nftttres fmifiiia nntecpie C^resque * 

Farr^ iuo ■ ■ Ovid- Fast: hi &fff, 

Bun9^ accordini^ to Br^^t retain, the and 
form of the sacred bread, which was offered to the Gods. 

f%pidsit Antiq« i. 193; I33f 

If. Afef. ii 6^. 

■ m II ■■■ M il ■■ 1*11 ASMBflW VH/f09^ 

Sacra referfStMif l«lls*dfMflrfltlMSlii'beHllr 

.Extremes sub casuwit hysm^ jamirere sereno* 

Georg. i. t. 

! 

i 

i 

I 
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have been mixed with other ancient customs. The * 
Cockle is the unhappy Lolium of Virgil, described 
as so injurious to Corn, and if mixed with the bread 
was thought to bring on Vertigo and Head-ache.* 
Among the Romans the Runcatio Segetum or 
Corn-weeding took place in Mayf but the Ferice 
Sementiice^ says Ovid, had no fixed days, and 
A^til was the carousing month of the Anglo- 
Saxons,^ and the lime of celebrating the festivals in 
honoar of Venus, Ceres, Fortuna Virilis, and Venus 
Verticordia. The Roman Rustics then went out 
to call Ceres home, as appeara by the previous 
quotation from Virgilji and the kissing might be 
in. bouQur.of Venus; indeed it. wi^s a want, of 
courtesy, upon various occasiouSi not, to kiss > 
Ce^iales. Henry yiii, says, in Shakespeare,. 

' ^ It were nnmaunerly to take yoa qut . 

And aot ta kiss you.*' , * , 

.The Hofvest^h^me is undoubtedly derived from > 
fhe worship of Geres,!] or . Vacuna^^ represented* ' 
by the Stiaw figure* . 

• Pfaitiamzs In Pl!n. p. 465 ub. pi. 

.f Calendar. Rusticum ap. Fleetwood p. ei. 
S From the curioas Anglo-Saxon calendar in Strutt^s 
H9rd» i. 49. II So Dr. Churke. Trav. Ui. 886. 

% So FopuL Anti^.i. 441i . 

o8 
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The fVa$saiUing Bowl 13 the mere Grace-cup of 
the Greeks aad Romans. It has nothing: to do with 
the meeting of Vortigern and Bowena for it is 
mentioned by Plautus, and occurs in France^ The 
Anglo-Saxons however much liked it, for they 
iqtrodaced the costom of bard'-drinkinf 

May-pohs are still erected, but the May-games* 
the R6maii floralia anciently celebrated, even hi 
this country, according to OTid'sf description of 
them, are utterly lost^ tippKng and holiday idlencM 
excepted. 

The Morris dmce, kept up witH great spirit, 
is deduced by Strutt, witb probability, from the 
Tools danc^ at Christmas, part of the ancient 
Feast of Fools and Saturnalia ;§ at least no better 
origin is assigned ; and Mr. Douce, who has very 
d^pty inYOsiigated the sub/e^' admite a eonnezioa 
with the Pyrrhic dance* 

The young p^sa^try bare been known to adopt 
the Mle dassii^ supeistiiion of XoTe^Philtree m 

Powders. What these if ere, Gay^ mentions in. h'm 
Shepherd's week^ 



♦ ArcbMoI^H^ lAif ML <Mr. 9rSyton*a 

t ^tth j9ci IMffM lAefi%i4s habet. Fast; 
(The sp^rt M-^SaitM 4» iteSftflsiiHl. KBe[(hs.] 

^ Sports, &c. p. I71» 
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^ Thetie golden fiieg iato hU mug TU throw 
Jka& tooa Hio Mndir with l^rvent lore ibail gtow."^ 

Instead of thew daogeraos iogfredient^j n humo- 
rous Chenist in the vicinitjj is mxd to haTe soJd 
EmeiieSf and cuoiiiDgly watch^ the arooroua fvijc^ 
chasers,, to enjoy the jest of the opeiation« 

The. aaniveiaary honounr and sports, described 

by Virgil, as celebrated at the barrow of Auchises, 
ave also^ preserred. On the Wednesday in WhiU 
8UQ week, there is a large meeting for festivity^ 
held nptm a gifeai barrowt caUed Capel Tump; 
Stukeley mentions a simikir convivial assembly, 
hM' on Skij^y Hill, aiso a large tm&Qliis.^ ^ 

CiHsk'^gkik^ i» iugbly in yogae^ lo the great 
vexation of Philosophers, who know how much 
ferocity impedes the indaeaee of Lawt lfoiifd«» 
and Civilisation* It is said to have ongLQ^te^ 
mib Tbenistoclest vbo instiliited wmi battdtfir 

because he bad seen two Cocks fighting, apd 

thoiight that ha sbpnld enconri^ braTery;^t I^MK^^ 
hence, says Pinlianus,^ came the ci^l^m upon 
Shrore Tuesday boys bringing Gocks to their 
masters, apd mider th^ir. controul^ behol4ii9|^ th^ 
battle till dku^r «ime, ii^ lb» .§t^Qgii$ as- noticed 



« itmm, l» 10P« t ^li^ var* Hist« ii^aa^ir^j?, es. 

<fas& Ptta. H^iMa 



as 

by Strult.* The Cocks were fed regularly. f Cock-i 
fights appear upon the coins of Dardania, and 
under the presidency of love § The battles were 
often fought in the presence of the God Tetmi^ 
nus (a Uermes among the Greeks) and the PalmSt 
destined to the Conqueror were* placed upon a 
pedestal. Vpon a coin of Athens we «ee a Cock, 
crowned with Palm.H Polyarclios gave public 
funerals, and raised nionumentSy with Epitaphs to 
his Cocks .51 The sport passed from the Greeks 
to the Romans and Caracalla and . Geta were 
great CoGk«fighters4 Quails were sometimes fought 
instead of Cocks.* A writer on the subject is 
mistaken in making the Gaffie, or metal spur 
modern. It is mentioned in an Anglo-Saxon Syaod»§ 
and sometimes was of JBrass.|| 

Midlent or Mofhering Sunday^ rigidly observed, 
originated in the festival, held at this seasoni 
in honour of Cybele, the mother of the Gods, trans* 
f^ed after the introduction of Christianity to the 
mother church, whence it is taken up in the 
Popohr Antiquities. 



^ Gttggam. p» 210. t Plutarch de fralemitate* 

^ StoBob CSeima.' €h Ik n. 096, 697. 
II Encycl. des Autiq. IJ MMan V, H. viii. 4. 

4- PieiT: grav. do Due d' Orleans p. 172. 
* Popular Antiq. i. 470. se^. '§ hye^^w* Geafim^. 
I Ducangc t PUeirmm., J|^ Britidi MonaehisM. 
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custom as old as Pdnelope and the Gi^cian^^ 

npeifor- 

cheapness of manufactared goods, and , the; iotro^ 
daction of Cotton. John Northbrooke^ an old 
Furitan, who wrote ia 1579 says, p. 35. ••In 
olde. time m reside,, tluuk^ therei ^mr waDjr caiied 
befoxe thei Maf4ep w1im< sbe aboU^. nmi^li) 
and. cama ta dmll.itt hir liiiiliaii4ie%. hon^^f . a 
Outafffi charged mth fioxg, a Sfimld^ 
htmging 06 it,, to the iDtante. that ^bea mgi^ 
hea. mind^pl* to Igf^b^Uti laboni;^* 

Singing psalms before the Corpse^ on the, tvatf^ 
to the, gravCf is boixowed, from the Se^tb^na^t 

The Sandjiy E^^J^ hy, the boys is hfi imper* 
feet exhibition of tbf^ Roman Paganica^, i^p4. ofpi 
ancient 6off.§, 



Yim% K Dhiidieal origin* 

, A Gortaintdeiir whielt Uharwhoto biiU^y fm ittfr 

waggoners is fixed for cutting the staves of Goads. 
There certainly was a regard jiaid hjr the aneients 



% Strutt's Sports^ p. 8U 
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la ibe age of the mooa in felling their limber;* 
l^ot whether the ctutoin atlades to this, or the 
Misletoe ceremony ^he author knows not. 

Wild Fiowers, especially Snow-drops, brong^ht 
into the house^ prevent the first brood of chickens, 

■*SL Thomas's Day mumping j is the groing a 
gooding or corning, which is presumed to have 
a connexion with the Drnidical Hagmena^ derived 
from ^*Au Guy V an neiif^** u e. To the Misletoe 
this new year, or custom of going* from house 
to house; for Paul Merula says, **The Druids 
were accustomed to send their young men with 
the Misletoe from house to house, as a kind of 
present, and wish people a happy new year."f 

* New Year's Gifts. The Peasantry send about 
on new year's day, a small pyramid^ made of 
leaves, apples, nuts, &c. gilt, a custom no doubt 
derived frem the Druidical Hagmena, mentioned 
in the last article. Collars of * Mowtaiu Ash, 
are put upon the necks of cattle to keep off 
witches. This 'is a pwe Celtic custom. An old 



• Popular Antiq. ii. 477. 
t Popular Antiq. i. 3M>. seq. Sergerac, 4to le&e, p. 45« 
Bng^I. Transl. puts into the nio^th of s Magician, oa the 
nantinent, teach them to find the Misletoe of the 
flew jrt'sr." Pref. p, xxx. 4 
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« 

statislieal Scotch aceoant nys, Hiey fixed 

brauchea of Mountam Asb^ or narrow-leaved ser« 
vice tree above the stakes of tbeir cattle to 
perserve them from the evii effects of Elyes 
and Witches.* The religion of the Britoas and 
Germans being different^ the Mi&letoe is repre- 
sented in the £dda, as a contemptible and mischie- 
vous plant. la the Gothic Mythology, if any tree 
seems to have been regarded with more particnlar 
attention than otiiers, it is the A&h.f Bees 
are not soidj and a fri/iiig-pan is beat when 
ihey ure swarming, (t was a prejudice, that when 
Bees removed, or went awsiy from their hives, 
the owner of ihem would die soon after; and in 
Devonshire, when any man made a purcliase of 
Bees, the payment was never made in money, 
but in commodities, com for instance, to the value 

of the sum agreed upon. And the Bees are never 

removed, but on a Good FridayH The Tinkling 

of the Pan is the substitute for tlie invocation to 
the old Celtic Fairy,' Brownie ; for Borlase says. 
The Cornish to this day invoke the spirit Browny^ 
when their Bees swarm; and lliink their crying 
Browny, Browny, wiU prevent their returning into 
their former hive, and make them pitch and form 
a new colony." In after ages, the Tinkling was 



-e Id. pref, xz. .f Cottiers Edda hitrod. p, z. 

II Popular Antiq. ii* SOa 
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deemed of i»e to let die neighboure know lUt 
the owners had a awaim ia 4ht mlu/ok ihcf 
eiaimed, wherever it li§fhted.t The following are 
matters which the author ^r?lm! Jo the «riiitH f 
«ges, at least he can assign no earlier date« 

The fiist is the siogtilar cusWaij now obsolete, 
of Sin^aimgm 

It ^peara, m late as the .aevmiimnlh 

C6nlnry» tbsre •was in *ibe ^Ilag^s, adjainiog lo 
Wales, Ma old man, called the &in-ealer; -and * w 
oAdo miMf -for a Idflii^ compensation to pawn 
bis own soul for the ease and rest of Mhe^Mol 
dofMlod; ^ia, 4he editor of the Popukr Anti- 
quiles has extracted the foiliiwiiiff:«Qrioa8 pasniBe 
fiQBi the Lusdowne Manuscripts, concerning a 
Sme£aUr^ who *^li?ed m.-e wltago^ ;on ^oaso 
hjgiiway/' 

the «oiiiit7 .of Henfoid was an old custom 
at FunenUa to hire poor pepple, itiio vete to. trit« 
mwB •tfMm Ibe .siniMS «f ihe party deccMed. 
One of them (he was^a loBg,..Jea«e* «g|y, laawnl 
t«bieii«>r. Raiii»l).I Mmember liwd in a cottage 
on Rowe Mgh«»y. The Jiia>Mr fttt iHi«n 
the C!orps-«aa..brou(^ out of .the howe, and iajd 
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Tin -the Biere, a loafe of bread was brought bat, 
and delivered to the S{|iiie.e8ter, ovei the Coips, 
as also ii mazar bowl of maple, full of beer [whic* 
he was to drink up] and sixpence in money, in 
consideration whereof he took opon hitn, ipso 
Jiteto, all thte Manes 6f the del \uict, and freed him 
or her from walking after they were dead. This 
custome alludes methinks, something to the Scape- 
Goate in liie old lawe, Levit. chap. xvi. v. 21> 
22. « And Aaron shall lajr both his hands on the 
head of the live Goate, and confesse over him all 
tiie iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their 
transfifressions in ail their sins, putting them upon 
the "head of the Goate, and shall send him away 
by the hand of a fit man into the wilderatss. 
And the Goute shall bear upon him all their ini- 
quities nnto a land not inhabited; and he shaU 
Jet the Goate goe into the wilderness." 

This custome (though, rarely used in our day.) 
yet by some people was observed, even 'in the 
strictest lime of the Presbyierian Government, as 
at Dyiider (volens nolens the Pareon of the VamU) 
Ibe 4indrM of a 'woftian deceased tlicie had this 
treremoflie punctually peiformed according to her 
wll; and also the like was done at the city of 
Hereford in those limes, where a ivoman keni 
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the Sinne^eater ; and the like in other places in 
Uiis cMBlie; at aka in Brecon* * I-belteve this 
custom was heretofore used all oi^er Wales** 

The Nine Holes is an ancient game of iR?hich 
the lepresentation is kept up, in lune bolest cot 
ill a flat stone, or excavated in the bare ground*. 
This table dose not accord^ with the real original 
game.f 

Formerly flowers were atrewed lieforo youn^ 
couplesj in their way to church. The author once 
•aw a malicioas caricature of this custom* Noae-^ 
gays of roe enclosing a piece of half-eaten 
bread and batter were dropt in the church^path 
and porch b; a deserted female^ in order to denote 
an unhappy wedding* Stephens, in his plaine 
Countiy Bridegroom^ p. 853, says *^He shews 
mere affinity betwixt Marriage and Hanging ; and 
to that purpose, he provides a great Nosegay^ and 
shakes hands with every one he meets, as if he 
were now preparing for a condemned man's ▼oyage*§ 

Fhoi^BaU is now the most common sport, es« 
pecially on Snnday aftemoonat hutStratt is suatdwM 



• Popolar Antiq. It ISO. ' 

t Detailed in Strntt> Sporta, p. See too Popular 
Antiq. ii. sag^i m % Pepolar Aatiq. d. 41k 
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ia sayiog that this game did not appear before 
the leigQ of £dw« lU.* wbea bitter complainls 
were made of its infriogemeuU upon Archery.f It 
18 now a mere rustic game, but in the reign of 
James, was played by Noblemen*S 

: iTbeai^ fire, all .tba anoient supeiatiUona and sports, 
which particularly, distiag^ttish . the neighbourhood, 
known to the wtborJf 

To proceed with Historical Matters* 

Had Ross been a waited and forti^ed l9WDk the 
occapation of it by yarious contending parties 
woold Jiave doubtless rendered it a subject of 
frequent notice in English History; but being 
ecclesiastical property and commandedf by four 
Castles adjacent, Eccleswall, Penyard,, Gpodrich, 
and Wilton,, it appears only as a eonvenient post- 
town (as ,we should now call it), mnch nsed by 

* 

travellers to and from South Wales. 



* Stnitt's Sports, p. 79. It is mentioned by Fitz. Ste{dien,i^ 
who liTed mnch earlier. Popular Antiq. i* p. 62. 

t Itym. Feed. vi. 417. § Howeirs Letters, p. 9U. 

II Strati p. 81. 

h2 
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\V« ar« not however to suppose, that the present 
road from I he Metropolis through Ross, by way 
of MonmoutU and Abergavenny was that of our 
ancestors* The old Rom^n road from the West 
of Gloucestershire and part of South Wales to 
London^ leadings through Cirencester^ Crickladet 
and WaUingfordf was the great highway in use 
till King Henry Y. built a bridge at Abingdon^ 
and the roads about that towji were greatly re-<^ 
paired.* The route was then changed in the 
following direction^ as appears by an old sc^ce 
black letter book of the date of Jame& 1« . 

From St. David's toHereford^ and Gloucester 
and 80 to London, 210 miles. 



♦ Rudder's Gloucesterthire, p. 
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As a. Post-lowo, Ross first appears in the year 
1131. Robert de Betttn^ Prior of Lanlhoay in 
Wales, was elected in that year* Bishop of Hereford; 
and Ross was the termination of bis fiist dayV 
journey: ^'Ross, says William of Wycomb in bi» 
Life of this Prelate, offered the first mansioo ta 
ns travellers.^ The state of cultivation, in which 
the country was at that time, is strongly indica- 
tive of the effect of the Roman Settlement in 
the Neighbourhood, The Biographer describes the 
country between Ross and Gloucester, as on the 
north a plain, on the south a wood, i« e. the' 
Forest of Dean« 

Though the Manor of Ross was in the See of 
Ileiiford, yet the political power of the whole 
district was vested in certain great Barons. At 
this time Pain Fitx-John aad Milo, Earl of Here- 
ford, had occupied all the towns belonging to the 
church of Hereford; and though the Bishop was 
restored to theni for a short time; yet in the yesrs 
1138, au4 1139) when the war broke out between 
Stephen and; the Empress Maud, all the bouses 
and estates of the Bishop were seized by the 

gmat Batons^ fbiefly. £ari Milo>t Nor had the 
• • • * 

• f 

k _ ._ 

-^^ Friinam mansioncm viantibas Rossa obtolit. AngK 

Sacr. ii. 305. ' t 313^ 

» 
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«80b9e^eiU Bishops any power to iofliieiiite political 

acts of moment. In 1165 William Marshall, 
Earl of Pembroke held Goodtich Castle, aild sixtjr* 
five knight's fees, belonging" to the honour of 
Chepstow;* and this family had the supremacy 
of the whole neighbourhood, for Henry IIL was 
enabled to be crowned at Gloucester, because a 
succeeding William Marshall had the command 
of the whok country /rom Ross to Chepstow. f 

Robert de Betuo, at that time. Bishop of Hereford, 
. was an exemplary character, according to the phi- 
losophy of the tinona i; e, personal austerrty and 
mortification, united with ofiicial action upon 
•public principles. Clergy men then lived themselvesr, 
upon fish without sauce, and gave to the Laity,, 
as much beef and mutton, as they liked ; because 
common sense was a crime in a saint, but none 
in a sinnerr Still however solemn notisense was 
the only possiblei means of biassiog the ignorant 
Laity ; and public apiiit^ in every eivil direction*, 
was confined to the Clergy, 

Robert de Betun knew the barbarous state of 
die conotry, for he had travelled over bridges, 
which had broken down under bim, and plunged 



e Lib. Nig.Scacc. i.ieo. . t Pecem Scriptores cqI. 94tOv 
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bim im Ibe mter; wd wiib«d hove iieUev^ a 

poor female traveller, who had died for fear of her 
€bUd» bmng dcnroared by thewolveaw* 

Ron lberefore» being cleared by the ifon«wod(8 
at Ariconiitniy and the TiciDity ; and being pre- 
viously at least, a village, with a |)aii«h,chnreb» 
ocoupied by occasional reatdenee of the Bishoj)s» 
the good Prelate obtained from King Stephent a 
market weekly on Thursday. f When Ihe clergy 
were immanied, tbeyihad no.fottonea to make 
for. families, aud instead of accumulation ricbied^ 
or nMmied capital, (the greatest poaaible adrantage 
to the landed interest and governmental neceesitiea) 
expended their money upon buildings and otb^r 
works, w.hich, as making no productive ietuni# 
should have been .sbar^ by common foss, or ve-» 
paid by tolls, and rates« Rose or Ross, for it is 
icalled by liadition* Roie Town,§ had Iben 'com- 
menced at the Bro^k-end, foom the Kuins of 
Ariicqnimn, ,10 the Anglo-Saxon am, and the 
Bishop (as presumed) had a jresidence at the spot^ 



^ 9§fr* t lafom. l|r. T« Jsakias. 

i In the Explaaatio Yoenm Geegraidiicanua annexed 
to Leland*a Commentary de ScriptoribiiB pabltahed In 
IM^ Is tlie folCwiag arHel^ the Vale 

B9U^i in agfg Penbro^bieni, 
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where Cheat's Mill, now stands.* Wlien the old 
Church of Ross was destroyed, as presumed, ia 
Ihe wars of Stephen, (of which hereafUr) this 
worthy Bishop is supposed, upon good . grounds, 
to have commenced the foundai'ion of the pre- 
sent Charchi and the Episcopal Palace in the 
Prospect-field adjacent. It has been before said, that 
this Palace was probably a /b/eia, or Snmmer* 
house; and this is more likely because, in Unit- 
fordsbire, one of the Military tetiants of Adam 
de Port in 1150, was denominated Richard of the 
Folly, (Ricardus de la. Folic. )t From this time, 
to use the words of the ancient people, the town 
wept giadually. up the hill.. 

This Pleasure-House of the Bishop^s stood in 
the north end of the Prospect. It was for ihe 
most part a timber building, and had a large 
Gateway and Porter's Lodge, annexed to it, at 
ihiB principal entrance, which was between the 
Pounds House, and the Prospect, The Touads 
House itself was part of the out-buildings. Some 
Ruins of the Mansion were remaining, till near 
the close of the seventeenth century ; and sug^ 
gested the plan of a building with wings, frontiog 
the north and west, having a large hall, and a 



• inform. Mr, X. Jeukins, f Lib. Nig. Scacc, i. Xh\^ 
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^ Inform, Mr. T« Jonkist. 



room atsiwarcUt wore perfect^ thiii the rett^ vilh 

remains in that room of wood aad stone eculpturet 
in bandMuna old style, partly painted and gilt. 
South of ihisj in the inclcMure was a Dovecote 
of cnrions ap^earance^ 

There was also a Prison "f" belonging to the 
Bishope, eccleaiastlcal or feudal juriadictioa or both. 
It stood at the top of the Old or Low Townt and 
at the bottom of the New or High Town ; n^r 
the lower corner of Mr« Amos Joneses house, now 
oeeapied by Mr. Merrick, a wooWstapIer. It was 
a small round building with a dungeon. The 
stone work of it was but little above giouttd, and 
the upper part was timben It was ataadiiig 
£o lately, as between three and four score years 
past» when being greatly decayed and ^angeroii8» 1 
it was pulled down altogether.! The origina} fqrm 
of this building may be seen wild almost the 
assurance of Fac<rSimiIe, in the wood cuts^ pub« 

4 

lished by Mr. Douce, in his Illustrations of 
^ Shakspeare. There the round stone work, jtielpw 

forms a cage, and the upper wooden work, a 

circular pillory^ Fabrics of thi^ sort* a c^e at 
* bottom and pillory at top were to be s^eij but a 

few years back in vari^^jDa coiii)iti;y<4fiiWiui* 
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Another ancient appendage of the Town wa$ ihc 
Cross at ttie junction of the foar Roads, called Cob*s 
Cfosst a corruption of Corpus Cbristi Cross. There 
were various crosses annexed to most towns^ all of 
^ which had one general object* that of being a 
check upon a worldly spirit* The particular intention 
of erecting crosses on the high roads was for 
stations, when the ways were visited in processions, 
for halting places in the Conveyance of corpses to 
interment, and for calling the thoughts of the 
passenger to a sense of religion* and to lestrain 
the predatory incursions of robbers.* The distin- 
guishing appellation of Corpus Christi Crass might 
arise from other circumstances, viz. a figure ot 
Christ crucified, at the top of the etoss. In the 
Wood-Cuts of Barclay's Ship of Fooles*t is 
a one of wood, with Christ on the Cross* under 
% Pentice* and a large- arm and hand* issuing from 
the side, as an index to the road. It might 
also derive its name from the performance here ol 
the annual Corpus Cliristi pageant. This was a 
festival institnled by Urban !¥• and consisted oi 
a play, which lasted eight days* and treated every 
auttjecl in scripture from the creation. The actors 



« Brittou on Stone Cro0ae«, 30. SS. in Architect 
* Aali<|ttiiics. t P<>1* 
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re -the tradesmen of the towns* It was abolishfed 
james I.* 

There is every reason to think, that there was 
ciemly oue, li not more, good Inns in Ros«. 
lat was assuredly of some consideration, where 
jnry of BoUngbroke afterwards Henry IV. slept 

his way to Monmouth, through Goodrich. It 
re the sign of the Grifiin; and stood, where is 
w Mr, Cope's, a Grocer, and the back part of 

running into the church -lane was afterwards 
owa by the sign of the Rose and Crown^f 

The Market House^ a building in very bad 
^le was erected, in the reign of James I. by 
)bn Abel,§ proi)ably it occupies the site of a 
3cedin«: cluster of booths and shambles. 

Ecclesiastical Anlic^uities will be meiilioued 
iowhere* 

If Ko^ be thus poor in ancient remains it is 
t less 80 in Histotical incidents. Except the 
iling circumstances of Henry IV« twice sleeping 



See Coryatt's Crudities, i. 36 Lefj. xxiii. StruttV 

ig^am. 118. Wecrpr*fi Funer. JMouuin. 405. Ed. foi. 
•cheeol. libr. i. 161, PaiUip's Shrewsbury, 902. et alior. 

•■ Inform. Mr. T. Jenkins. % Nicholson, col. 1151 
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here, once as before mentioned^ the next time in 
1390,* when the King was on his road (o Here- 
ford; nothing occurs, till the commencement of 
the Civil wars in the time of Charles L It will 
render the paragraphs more interesting to state 
a short account of the parties mentioned. . 

■ 

Colonel Min was a noble character, killed ia 
. bis Majesty^s service, and ancestor to the Ladies 
of the Uev. Thomas Underwood, Rector of Ross, 
and Richard Evans^ M« D« of the same place. 

Sir John Winter was a Papist, but a zealous 
friend of the Monarchy, and killed also in the 
service. 

Colonel Massie was the Governor of Gloucester, 

and very highly celebrated for his Military Talents. 

Sir William Waller lay at Rosse^ upon Sunday. . 
night; on Tuesday morning he marched to Good- 
rich Castle^ from thence intending to goe, for 
Monmouth or Ragland Castle. Mercurius Anlims, 
Aprils 2—©. 

Col. Min (Anno 1G44) upon the advance* of 
fbe enemy to seek him out, falling back from' 



• Bolmshed ii. 85d. 
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Kewapt, hwteiprf to RWy whw* lie -biga&i. tor 
ibrti^ ilie ClMiiioh wUlk^ bis: oi^n^ ai^. Sir jDba 
Winter's RQgU»wit«,t: 

A party of liie rebel forces, [from Gloucester] 
inarched towards Ross to prevent the joining of 
CoL Min (noVr made Commander in chief in the 
looni o(. Sir William Vavasour) • witW Sfir - Jflin 
TVInter altd Welch foicea* as: -^so to raisa* 
money fon the. garrison, outof the remoter part«, 
to en}ia|!e<it]ieir ««rn. qiuuttem» engsgft the. country 
with theui, or to lie ready for all occasions of 
service,' There (i* e. at Ross) their Horse and 
Foot arrived, with two pieces of Ordnance, and 
found Wilton Bridge guarded by Captain Cassie, 
ai^d. thirty M«i3keteers from Gudridge Castle: a 
party of their Horse advanced npon^the guard,: 
forced the River, and got beyond them ; after some 
dispute beat them off, wounded and took the Cap- 
tain, slew many of his men, and took the rest in 
the chase almost up to the Castle [of Gudridge.] 
The Rebels rested here [at Ross] a few days, and 
summoned the country lo appear, it being their 
governor's .(M^sey's) , constant .endeavonr to add 
d^ily, friends unto the parJiament, and .to put the 
country into such a posture, that upon all alarms. 



t Corbett'A Military Goyernment of Gloucester p. 
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ihay migfht -gritfaer to an head, &c. and hereupou 
many «ttme>ia'«tid declared themselTes, by taking 
the coveaant* Whilst the engagement of the coun- 
try thus prosecuted, some emergent oceaiiloiis 
eaUied the governor to Gloucester, therefore hfe 
drew from Rosse without delay.*^ 

«CoL MiUj together with Sir John Winter^s forces, 
talriiig fldyanta^e of the rebels* weakness, advanced 
Yrom Ros8, '(where he quartered his Regiment) 
-wffhin a half a mile of the city of Gloufcester, 
•flroYe away the country cilttle and took the persons 
of many.f 

Massie with lps for^es» marobiog ^ the fehef 
«f PoBbridge Castle, passed through Rosa, but 
found :(,'Wiitcm] firi4ge bcoken ciiown, • mi the livcfr 
made unpassable, by the sinking of boats on tb^ 
other side, and a guard of Horse to defend it* 
Here \?as a dispute for two days, and Massie's 
object failed. § ^ 

[The Bridge was broken on the WHion side, a 
naeaauye asmbed to WUUam Rudball (the ereet man 
in. Ross church,) The rebuilt arch is Tery disUta* 
^ gmbabk.] 



♦ Id. p. 90, t 100. ^ iJ. 118, 
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Col. Massie tampering with the country people, 
drew back to Ross, and after- expostulalin; (as 
seems) with the parliameuiary committee on the 
stale of his forces, marched from Ross and passed 
the Severne towaids Berkeley, purposing to joia 
with Sir William Waller.'^ 

The unfortunate Charles I. slept here in 1645, 
on bis way from Ragland Castle : not at the same 
house as Henry lY* but at Gabriel Hill's Great 
Inn, on the opposite side of the Chnrch Lane* 
The old chamber, where be slept, (now diricJed 
into two) was a few years since publicly identified 
by a procession of the Blue-Coat School. This 
voora, not the other, is the real '^King's Chamber*' 
of Gough*s Camden* A small piece of the oak 
bedstead on which the poor King is reported to 
bare lain, is preserved at the School-House. 

* 

At the Restoration the lojfalty of the town was 
thus celebrated* 

lioss, June Ist, 

Upon Wednesday being the happy day of his 
Majesiie's birth, as well as of his .and the Common 
Prayer books restoration, the most and most con- 
siderable persons in Ross in Herefordshire, thought 



e Id. 120. 
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it not enough to celebrate the day with praise and 
pray^s as well as a sermon, but to express tbeir 
inward joy of heart the better, they cauiied a iacc 
of wood to be cat, which being dressed with a 
long m^inlle and a cape, with the solemn league 
and covenant upon his breast, was carried on & 
pole by a chimney-sweeper, (instead of a hangmaii) 
driSRsed ia his bolyday apparel, that is, as black 
' as could be ; two of the same quality, carried up 
his train, and in this triumphant manner, after 
evenings prayer he was solemnly carried quite 
through the towti, the drummer and guard of 
Mus<|iieteers, besides the pike-men, attending hin^;: 
till aC last he was brought to the market place, 
fixed in the ground, the covenant having this 
inscription : 

**Who set three king-doras on a flame, 
^ 'Tis jost, should perish by the same.'* 

% 

and so bamed to ashes, Knth acclamations of great 

joy, not easily to be paralleled, and that nothing 
might be wanting to diew their detestation to that 
foul murdering oath, because Jonathan Smith* the 
Thrum Vicar, sonoreftime an apprentice in (^nter- 
bury to a Tailor, and afterwards a broken Draper. 



* Of him, see Jbicumhente. 

ft a 
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or Stockiog-seller at Sandioitck, apon the day of 
his Majeatie's unhappy loss and danger at Worcester, 
did celebrate the memory of it with cake and ale* 
some of the spear-men with a cake at the spears 
endt held up the wood to this pernicious oath, 
till that and the bead to which it was fitted were 

•m 

buraed to ashes, and all this to shew their aflSec- 
tioa to his Majestt/ and the ecclesiastieal goTera- 
mtnU under which they and their ancestors lived 
so happily, to Giod's glory and their own comforU" 
Mercurhis Publicus, May 80,-June 6, 1661. 

r 

r 
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Zf)t g&im of 

REt BOMjB TEL TESTIOIA DELECTAKT 

PHiBDaUS. 

The family of Crul appear to have been settled 
in the neighbourhood of Ross» as early as the 
thirteenth century; but the Pedigree is not con-' 
iiected» and as communicated to Heath,* is mani- 
festly most unsatisfactory; for instance Walter 
CauLL of the Hull» mentioned in 1485, is appre- 
hended to be father of two sons, Walter and 
JAMESy born in the reign of King Henry VIL [i* e« 
between 1485,^ and 1509] which Jahes was not- 
withstanding High Sheriff of the county in 1629 ; 
and if so» must have been at least 120 years old 
The following part of it may be correct. 

JamfrKvrlf;, = Axn daughter of Robert 
of Wulford Court, | VVaHer of Bnaconsficldt 
Hig ^ Sherifl; 1629, | and Sister ot tUe Poet, 

RoBEHT of Walter^ a Barrister at Law. = aJiobA 
Walford Court. ob. Feb. 10. 1650. I 

Issue. I 



John, the MAN of ROSS, born ] 
at the White House, in the Parish WALTER, 
of J>\'MOCK, in Gloucestershire, 
May 22. 1637. 



* p. 17. 

Her noiber ms sister to the famous John Hampden. 

^ JOan^hter and heirens of John Mallet of Berkeley, 
in Oloncestcrshire, ob. Mar« 2i. 1662. according to the 
pedieree in Heath |f she had beep sseceiwiyely widow of 
Walter Csrwardine, iud QUes IVIplor, 



02 



It is most certain* tbat B»vi|igion» a farm in the 

parish of Berkeley did descend after the death of 
John Mallet) to Alice his daughter aad heir, ez« 
pre&sly said by Mr. Smyth to be wife of Walter 
Ktele, Esq.* This estate was bought^ it is.sud^ 
of the Mao of Ro^ l^y th^ family of Hicks of 
Berkeley^ 

The origin from Crull^ has also been tftrown into 
doubt, by the following remark of Mr. Dall^^way, 
(very high aathority] who says This family ori- 
ginally from Fiander^ obtained a ^ttlemeut ia 
Herefordshire, during the reign of King Heory 
VU« (1485) and chaiiged their paternal name f|om 
Crilles to Kyile.f " The best method of $bowiDg 
the union or distinction of ancient families of similar 
nai^ei, is by the Heraldry and by this it will 
appc^ that botb the aeeomnt s are-rtglttw 

T|ieie were at least two early families of thc^ qame 
of Cf tfiSfy not at all related, 

— A ji t m ■ ^ 

• Berkeley Chief Itente M> S > ynea th e >ale William 
Veele, Esq. foL 18. In B^keie^Chmrch-yard is a Memo- 
rial for Wlllia«a KyrU^ of UppQi? Wkk in i)M pei isJb, 
who died 23. Nov, 1770 tel. 60, aud M^y his wife, who 
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ON& FAIfiI.Y BORE. 

1. Per. Chevron Azure aud Gules Three Eagles 
Arg. armed Gales for CruU. 

Or ^ Crule . 

2. Azure Three Doves > or 

Arg. 3 CrueiL 

a. Or Three Eagles displ. Sable. Kirhele-Kirkhill 
Here the Birds show the identity of this family, 
which had no connectioa with thai of the Man of 

Hoss. 

The Coats of the other CruUs, will show the cer-- 
taio consaogoinity between Cruii, CrMi^ or 
and Kyrle. ^ 

1. Yert on a cbevr. Arg, Three 
Cinquefoils liules. 

2» Az. a chev. Gnl. belw« Three 

Cinquefoils pierced Arg. 

3. Az. on ehevr. Or. Three Cinqqe-' 
foils pierced Gules. 

4. Sab. oa a fess, between Three ^ Criel 

.jFleurs de lis arg. Three Mullets of the > - or 

5. Vert on a chevron Or bet w. Three J 
Flears de lis of - the second^ a Cinque- V Kerl^^ 
foil Gules. ^ 

6. Azure a chevron between Thread ^ . 
Fleiira delis Or. 5 



Crit//. 
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Here the Beaiiogs jare customary iamily variations, 
jMid^Mr<tfie progre88.of tlie mB»it^m<lruli to 
Crielt or Crill, and ibonce to Kerte and £yrle; 
the Cinqiiefoifs, disappearing with Kerle. 

There ww^a third family of Kyreli, or Ky rieli , who 
hpre bars or bends with a Canton, aqI Delated to 
flilh^r.of the prec^^diag* 

JOHN KYRLE E?q. [The Man of Ross) who 
was intended for the Bar, was entered a Gentleman 
Commoner of BaKol College, Oxford, Apr. 21. 1654. 
On his admission be presented a piece of plate to 
the College, with a promise, that when any pemon 
gave a better, ha woidd enli^rge liis present. It 
seems, that this promise was afjtemards Ailfillrrf> 
for it uppe^r^ reoord, that this plate in 
weighed 18oz. lOdwts, and in WW was improiTed 
to 61oz. IjMwiB. ; and this, it is presumed, is the 
Tankard still in use there.* . I 

He iK^as soni^jlime in the ^sonmissiQli of the pflMi, 
but decline acting. His property in Ross, was, at 
first, little more lhau his dwelling house, and a^few 
pieces 

oflaiyl,whi€hhisFathQrhadpaircbgsQlof one 
Fecknam. To this possession he repeatedly added by 
purchases, made after his fallages in Dymock Wood^ 



• Rudge'n Abridged Gloucestershire i. cIt. 
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AbMifcA Cefiittfy.aDd a halt agp^^ he biulttbB'house^ 
ivbeier Mh James,'^ the ' Grocer, now Kmt'aiid, in' 
d%e^g ia aa adj^iniog passage, the^ skeletoa of » 
Man was found th^ -Riock; a eurioascircuinstatice, 
jftr tl mag deaoie^ that here was once a British ' place' 
of Burial; and a British Villa in the vale biiueath^^* 

Ju his {lersoii I'ather tall~thiii*^nd^ well shaped-; 
be^ eajoypd remarkable health, till within a shorf 
period of hia dissoliUion* 

His usual dress was a suit of brown Dittos, and a 
King Willtain^s wig, all in the costume of his day. 
He declined much company, except in the present 
custom of dinnering his friends upon the Market 
and Fair-days. This is to be undeistood —of set 
company, or formal visiting; for, in another view, 
he may be said to have kept a constant public table, 
there being scarcely a tlay, but some one or other 
called and dined with him. He was, indeed, .par- 
ticularly pleased with his neighbours droppiQg im«— 
Loved a long evenings— enjoyed a merry tale,««-and 
appeared always discomposed when 'twas time to 
part. Thus Mr* Jenkins. In the Popular Antiqui* 
lies, the following anecdote is told. 



• The Celtic Britons had houses in Tallies, and Hunily 

barvoi.vs or buriaT places^ ' oif^lh'c'sWc'^'of the eminences 
above, a ciiH^^J^^Mi^^i^ia^g Scolte^'*^ ' 
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Our Ancestors^ "when tbey fouQd a difficulty in car** 
vitig ft 6o0sef Hare» or other disb^ used to say, 
jestiogly that they should hit the joint, if they could 
think on the name of a cuckold. The explanation 
ifi thus given : Thomas Webb^ a Cairer to a Lord 
Mayor of Londont in C. Ist. reign, was famous for 
being a cuckold^ as well as for his dexterity iu car- 
ving; therefore, what became a proverb was used 
first, as au invocation, when ajkj body took upon him 
to carve — Mr- Kyrlb had always company to dice 
with him on a AJarket day, and a Goose, if it could 
be procured, was one of the dishes, which he 
claimed the privilege of carving himself. When any 
Guest, iguoiaui oi ihe eliquette of the table, offered 
to save him that trouble, he would exclaim* Hold 
your hand, Man, if I am good for any thing, it is 
for hitting cuckold's joints. Geese are still favourite 
dishes.^ 

The number he chose at his invitation dinners was 
nine* eleven, or thirteen, including himself and his 
kinswoman. Miss Bubb; and he never cared to sit 
down to table, on such occasions, tilK he had as 
many as made one of those numbers. Seven is now 
reckoned the best number for a party. More divides 
the conversation* 



* Popular Auti xuitie^ i« 3d7. ii, IIS. > 
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His dKsles were generaDy plaio, anii accordiog to 
the season* Malt liquor and cider were the only 
beverage introduced, and there was no roast beef in 
his hoQse^ throughout the year^ but on .a Christmas 
da7# At his kitchen fire-place was a large block 
of wood for poor people to sit on^ and a pteee of 
boiled beef, and three pecks of flour, in breads 
were given to the poor every Sunday* 

His hobby 9 namely. Horticulture and Planting, 
was truly Silurian; and in all respects, he was a 
genuine Herefordshire Man. *• With a spade on his 
shoulder^ and a glass bottle of liquor in his hand, 
he used to walk from his house (afterwards an Iijin, 
but now occupied by Mr. 3rQokea a Surgeon, and 
others,) to his fields and back again several times a 
day." In addition to his glass bottle and spade, 
may be mentioned bis watering pot, which fre- 
t|uently carried, and with his Qwn |iands watered the 
iree$ b^ h^ newly set. 

Mr. Kyrle was a daUtf attendant at t^hurcb* At 

the chiming of the bells, all business ceased with 
liim^^lie washed his bands, audxetired. 

Every body has heard of Pope^s Eologium on the 
Man of Ross. The verses are now for the first tim^ 
properly illustrated; and the public are indebted to 
Mr. Jenkins, long resident in the town, for the fol- 
lowiiig valdable «nd interesting eluddation* 
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** Pope used to mil a Romati Catholic Family, 
then liviag at Old Overofis ia the parish of Ross. 
He was thus in the waj of correct infonnation, aa lo 
the character and acta of Mn Kyrle, Possihiy too, 
the old Gentleman himself might haye been a neigh- 
tionrly Timtort or at the same hooae ; for it ia certain^ 
that he was very averse to bell-ringing and bonfires 
on the fifth of November/'* 

The Poem commenceg with 

^ Bwt M our prqitu, wAjr Mhomid iM^di Mjpriiit / 
Hue toiati JTmc^ and titig Um ^ MAN of MOSS."* 

Mr. Kyrle was not denominated the " 31an of 
Roaa*^ from the Poem. It was an appellation given 
bim by a country friend, by which he was long 
known in his life time, and in which he delighted 
much, as conveying a notion of plain honest dealing-, 
and anaffected hospitality* There was a point too 
in his practice, which gave extensive currency to 
the title of Man of Ross«*' Bad roads and bad 
accommodations for the Traveller were pretty ge&eral 
in his day ; arid hence his friendly roof became 
like a well-firequeated Ino, tbrongh the wide circle 
of his friends and their connexions in different parts 
of the Kingdom, Passing by the puerile ideas of 
" Pleased Vaga" and ** rapid Severo," we come to. 



« Mr. J&jifim bas.evidenee, tiiat F^pe derived his. la- 
formation from hence. Besides he used to visit Pcagethly. 
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Who hung wiihwoodii yonntauniain^M suliryhrow?'*^ 

He tastily bung with woods, the Cleve-field bank, 
opposite Wilton, sometime called the Little wood,'' 
part of bis awn estate* 

^ Fmm the dry rocAy vahQ hade the waters ? 
Not to ike skie9 in umUts eoiwmu iogt^ 

Or in proud falls inagnificiently lost ; 
But clear aand artless^ pouring through the plain. 
^ Health ta ike eiekf and Molace io the wain,'* 

Ha?ing obtained a long lease of the ^* Proapeot"* 
he elevated the ground in the midst, and joined 
bjr other reapettable Townsmen^ had in the dry 
V . Rock'' a fountain made, supplied from the fim by 
the engine below. The fountain contained upwards 
of 550 hogsheads of water^ conveyed by under- 
gfround pipes to public cocks in the streets. In the 
. middle was a handsome spouung Image.. The foun« 
lain growing long ago into disuse, through pipes 
.being placed to convey the water to the houses^ the 
brick wall of thi^ reservoir was taken down, and the 
hollow filled up in 1704, 

It ta certain, that Jlhe recently leyelled Causeway 
leading to Wilton Bridge was built through the 
exertions of Mr* Kyrle, who procured large con-* 
tributions» and subscribed himself amply for that 
- generous purpose; and|hat the late " shady rows'* 
Qjf clips on esisk^ sid^t were j^lanted with bia oyra 
hands. 
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^ IVkoic seats ike wearj^ iruv^lUr repose r*^ 

He erected seats in tlie Cleve field w^ks; ^ome 
Under favorite trees : one, a commodious seat^ wkere^ 
after bis death, his relative Air. Vandervort Kyrle 
built the Smnmer-house. 

•* IVho . taugjd thai heav'U'direcied spire to rise 

The Man of Ross was a sound principled Chttrchinan* 
The great Bell is bis gift, and bears his name. It 
waseast at Gloucester in 1605 hinttelf atteniMiiflr^ and 
taking wiUi bioi his old silrer Tankard, which after 
drinking^ ^< Cfaurcb and King*' hk thretr ir» and had 
cast with the BelL— iieing skilkd in Architecture, 
(and a g^eat.patron 'of workmen) Md ju^i% thtr^ld 
Spire to be dangerous, at his speml motion a parish 
ineeting was convened, and about 47 feet 6f the 
fipire liken down wd rebuilti, himself daily inspect 
ting the work, and coutiibuting over and above his 
iBBsesnent towatds its speedy eompietibu; Tbte was 
onij three years before his death. 

^ Behold the Market-pUtee with poor o^^-spreadf 

« f*' Man of tuii^*)imm m wmaiffWedid:^ 

This is literally correct. Ross was formerly a con- 
siderable Corn-market; and the tdlls mil corn 
brought to the market, had, on some pious Occasion, 
been given by one Of'tfi^ Bfehbps, ^he1(k Ltf^d, to 
the use of the pOor. This was a tong while continued 
by the succeediog Lords, iftr. Ityrle fest tfeceited 
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imch lellf h^Lviug ii ground, and hftviog the breadi 
sometfmes made at bin own boitae, and bak<d in bis 
own oven*-' Thi^ doiie, it waa taken every Saturday 
to ibe steps in front of the Market-house^ atid ther6 
diatribtttai by^ bim. Much baa been said of the 
tsheerfulness of Mr. Kyrle^ that he united with un- 
aflfeclad piety -the joeoee witboot any ^^noin» and 
retained bis mildi^esa of temper under the infirmities 
ot age^; and • to tba and of bis' days* Tradition te* 
ports, in homely language, that it would have done 
one's heart good to see: how cheerful the dd Gende- 
man looked,'-* while engaged in distributing - the 
'bieild* thm, for a series of years was dHAed the 
weekly bread but on some queationa arising be- 
tween the Townsmen and the Lord, wherein they 
claimed or set forth this concejssion aa matter of 
perpetual right, the Lord refused so to allow it; 
and Mr. Kyrle himself was fized ,im hy both parties . 
as arbitrator, who honourably making his decision, . 
in favour ' of tke Lord's ownersbip^ . the ^gift wss-« 
discontinued. . 

By this is. meant. Rndhatt^s- Aimshoose, fai tbb^ 
CbuTchfdane,* wbiek atands dose by Mr. Kyrie's 
. garden^ dsoTi Pbrt of the 'spare food of his table 
waa taken to the poor of this Almshouse ovary day* 

H&i kindred, servanUaards, and other honest poos 
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peiBcms yftem s^iftted -by bim on marriaget wiib 
iMfo) preMito«f money, or «lber things, aoooeasioii 
lo^mrad* Thoogb it does not appear, that lie 
toifeied much with the Bloe Coat School, oel up In 
bia time, being merely a subaciber ol twenty shiUii^ 
per annum, yet, when the 'Boys were to be'a|^pfelfe^ 
ti€od.(aa waa then done by the School) bo was 
usually concerned, and sometimes put out other poor 
children at hia own ej^pence, to many of whoni be 
was Godfatkeiv . an oflice he seldom lefused. He left 

the School by hia will f^if ponnda. He. ia said also 
to have been particidarly kind to industrious old 
. people paat labour. Some of his ohl wof kmiQn 

legatees in bis will. 

The following anecdote does not refer to a case, that 
was singular in settling the old Gentleman^s afiairs. 
About a year, after his death, a Trad^man of 
tlie town came to bis Kinsman and Executor Mr. 
YandeiTOtt Kyrle, and- said privately to him, '<**Sir, 
am come to pay you some money, that 1 owed the 
late Mr. Kyrle. Mr Y. Kyrle asking^his name and 
the amount of the debt, told bim after looking oyer 
the 'Old Gendemnti^a. account^ book, that bo'^cduld 
. not find any entry uppn the anbjeet.? IVby fi^^ 
aaid the Tradesman,*' ihM I att awane of. Mr. 
, Kyrle aaid to moj when be .lent me tlw* «moneyt 
that he did not think I should be able to repay it in 
hia life time^ and that it waa very likely you migiii 
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want it and presume for it» before I could make it up» 
and so said be, I won't have any memoiandnm of itt 
besides what I write^ and give you with it ; and do 
yott pay my kinusmah, when yoo can : and when 
you shew him this paper he will see that the money 
is right, and that he is not to take interest, 

^< any siek ? ike ifan of JRotti" relieve*^ 
^'fH&Mb€9f uHendMf the )feitdRi€ makes and gites** 

Mr. Kyrle had a closet well stored with drugs, and 

he aind his hou9e*keepert Miss Judith Bubb, under 

his directions, prepared and gave medicine to all the 

nick poor, who applied to them, and frequently sent 

them broth and other nourishment, Miss Bubb was 

his kinswbman, tod both made a practice of attend* 

iBlg the funerals of the poor, and generally had gome 

concern in thl» sMnagem^nt : going to the ^booB^, 

and accompanying them ta the grave. [It is a <(oun- 

fry custoln l^till k&iiting of thus going witbbnt inri- 

miioa to funeinis, as a mark of Fespect *ittrtbe 

deceased— J 

. * « It A^ofWm^iamee f ifiUer huii4kir'^io&rj 

^ BamWd m m et^U^ oMoodtM is Ho sMv.^' 

7he Miein of'Ross was noted, as an arbitrator; some- 
^ttines in fonn of Jaw ; soinetimes 6ver the friendly 
tankard io his 'parlour. AmoDg other contests 
^iettkd by 'him, %as the gy^at dispute between ih(» 
Boroitt^ -and Tbreign of ^Ross, Concerning the ine- 
quality of tbetrtnnrbi afi7«ixa674t in which 
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ht iras umpire t>etweeD the elected arbitrators, who 

fiiiled to compose the difference. 

Of debts and fareSj wife and children clear j 
ThU Man poisesM" define hundred pounds a ^ear.^* 

Mr. Vandervort.Kyrle's last 8urviviii|; Graodcbild 
preserved a family anecdote, that at the time of Mr. 
Kyrle*a deatb» be owed Dotbing, and bad no nioney 
in the house. Although worth five hundred pounds 
a year, about hU true income, he could not by his 
own means have done all the good things^ ascribed 
to him; yet he led the way, and pioiUpted otfaeis to 
assist by bis benevolent zeal. 

^ And what? no monum^t^ inscription stone 

The spot of Mr. Kyrle's interment, was, by bffi 
express desire, at tbe feet of hi< dear friend Dr. 

. Wbitiogi but there certainly was not aoy inacriptioii- 
atoM*at all orer his vaalt, till' Me. Walter Kyrle 

.placed the flat stone there about the year I7dft: wly 
on the wall adjoining, were the iDitiaTs J. K. neatly 
done by. Thomas Hardwick, Parish ^ Cleid^ ' and 
Master of the Blue Coat School. There is a Bust 
in relief of the Man of . Ross on his Monmqent^* 4(M|e 
from a lijkeness taken when he was about 60, bat 
there is no portrait of him now, at any Inn, sr 
public place in the town. He died a P^cbelor^. anti 
is said to have departed this life yeiy p^onsly^ 

' Fiit iip long Mace his death. " 
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He was borne to the giave bjr hie workmen^ mib 

usual attendants and male and female moarner^, aiyd 
amidst Ibe whde population of the parish of Ross* 
, This affecting solemnity took place on the evening 
of November 20, 1724* When the Church was 
newly pewed* about twenty years after his death, 
Ibe Rector and Farishioners previously resolved that 
the pew in which Mr* Kyrle sat, should remaiut as 
it does to the present day, in its original sitaatiou 
and style* 

.11 was thought remarkable thai the great bell, 
before mentioned, as the gift of this good man, nta« 
expectedly fell off the wheel, soon after his funeral* 

(tee aiiMdbto tmik^t ViH!MB> ^gotM in ihe 
Poem is still lotd* Mr. Kyrie was hi|;li Sheriff for 
tte county 9tk Vlfy. tke !Ma[jfket^]boMe beifi^ bttitt, 
a BaSFt of Ch&irles II. was placed at one end of itj 
and ' (Mill l«miHhs# Ttos old tSentfeman «om]»laniring 
thai ho could not see itlirom his parlour, determined 
to gratify his fancy by bitting =eut in the side wall, 
Ibe letter li, inverted^ anH cottptoiA with a C, on 
the figure of li Heaift, tiieanin^ Love Charles to 
m Heart.'' 

* 

It is truly honourable to the. Inhabitants of Ross, 
that they so revere the memory of this iUustrions 
disciple ^* of Him who went about doing good.'* 
The place is eminent for several other very ei^ceUent 
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characters. SocH irtrc, the piotti Henry Hackct, 
Rector: the muaiftcent and ever memorable I>r* 
Newton, a noted Mathematician and Vicar here, 
who is finely commemorated by an incriptiou in the 
Chancel : Dr. Whiting, Rector, whose Epitaph 
records him» as he wished to be recorded ** the 
affectionate^ but uti worthy Pastor of this Church 
the gme and learned Dr. Robert Morgan^ Rector: 
his exemplary friend and Curate Mr. Tador : the 
pious and smiable Mrs. Whiting, Mrs* Morgan, and 
others. Bat of ail the characters this place ctci 
produced'' (says Mr. Jenkins) not any has occanonedi 
my admiration more than one whose praise no poet 
ever song, whose estate was slender, whose name ii 
in silence^ and whose bnmble gnvB, but for a welij 
timed simple enquiry, would have been for ever nn" 
known,«» Jane Forney, the danghler of Mr* Menidi 
of Ross, and widow of a Mercer here. A christian 
of the old sohoolf her life was ft ladder, am which 
delighted Angels might descend, and which sbe 
daily lengthened till it leached the skies* The Allar, 
the Pulpit, the Organ, the Blue Coat School, sU 
whisper to memory her covered name* The Work* 
bouse and garden her sole gift, remain her unknown 
monument. Her Register records her with hei 
poor," and so die studiedly sought to be recorded 
It awakens enthusiasm to tread the unlettered floor, 
that enshrines the dust bf this ' excellent womsoi 
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wb06e p}oii$ and gx^i sod . departed on Christmas 
day, 1730/'. 

In the Church-yard here, is a SchooUbouae called 
Saiot MaiyV lately rebuilt, of which the Lordgf 
the Manor is perpetuid Trusts, and where two free 
boys are constantly taught. It was endowed in 1709, 
by Thomas Lord Vise. Weymonth by a charge on 
th^. M^nor, with ^ stipend of the Master of ten 
poonds per annum for ever — ^ Endowed Charity^ 
acboois originated, itk «$orts to comlteiact: the 
proselytism of James the Second's papists : and ac- 
cordii^y,* here k a Blue Coat School, fiisl aet np 
in 1709 by Dr. Charles Whiting, Kector of Ross, 
ttadiaslabltshod wtlli the liberal astiataace of the 
Gentry of the county and others; partieulariy byOie 
hftk^MtlAtd Scudamoret vbo subscribed to it twenty 
pounda a year# . la this school was educated Walter 
Seolt, son of a poor Tradesman in the towu, descri- 
bed, M bis latter days, as a very ne^ old man* said 
to be of close babits, but inflexibly honest. Having 
acqmred a faandscime^ fortune in London,' he visited 
the place of his nativity, and found the school in 
wbit^h be bad been edncated; in a declining condition/ 
For the purpose of restoring it, he by will dated 
Becember the seconS, 1786, directed that his exec-^ 
utors should pay out of his monies in the Funds two 
bimdred poonds a year. * Thirty boys, and as -many 

* Sferant^s Colchester, p. 170. 
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gbls are clothed and iDstriicted in this school* The 

like number of boys and twenty girls were sometime 
clothed and taught in the original instniction» and 
and many pf tbem apprenticed ; but depending upon 
Tolnntary snbscriptions it gradually fell away, except 
a relic of its endowment of trifling amount^ secured 
oQ.land. 

Tom Paine, converting organization into merits 
has observed that men of talents arc the noblies of 
nainre : and in the other line of thinkings rich men 
by a common misnomer are called great men, wh^ie* 
as the virlim alonct except in unnsnal circnmistaDceSy 
axe of benefit to society. Ross has to conimemorate 
not only a noble fellow" in a Gentleinan, but also 
a country Carpenter. One Webbe (a native of this 
place, but a settled dweller in Lanwame) foHnded a 
Hospital, containing seven poorj and the Founder's 
will, dated 1612, shows other benc^tioas, which 
demonstrate soul and divine christian sympathy* 

Few or no literary characters unconnected vrith 
the Bectoiy have been natives or residents in the 
vicimty. The Rev^ Mr. Walond of Weston, has 
publisihied Iwo seisnoQS. The following Jeu d' Esprit 
(purely such) is also written by a l^erary character, 
of the viciaij^f ax4 as it has never been before print* 
^ may ^a$J9nabJy x^ve our Topogr^plbui^ detaila. 



• 
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hAST THIttTY YEARS: 

* 

PA&ODY 

Collinses Ode to the Passions, 

« 

s 

W^HEN ReTolatioH, fidler blind, vraa yom^r 
'(While jet in modem Iiaiice he suug^) 
The DemocratB to hear him sing^ 
Thronged around the vulgar ring } 
Exulting, trembling-, ra^^ing*, fleiintingy 
FaddlM} beyond the Muse^s paintingr; 
By turns they felt a moou-stcuck mind i 
'^0'€a8tle-bmlding mach inclined; 
With fresh supplies of Gin then fired, 
Fiird with fury, rapt, InspirM ; 
They snatch'd from the surronnding boyj 
Their various instruments of noise : 

ft 
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And, as they oft had heard apart 
trom fhiayes, the aig^l whistle's art$ 

£ach, for xaadaess rolM the hoari 

Would prove his own seditious power. 

First Hardy* came his skill to try 
Amongst the corresponding tradej 
And back recoiFd-^he well knew why— 
Of neclMxtensioii sore alMC 

Tom Paine, coubustible most dire. 
Next made the rich Stockholders sweat; 
The hangman to his tail set fire,t 
And off he scampered, deep in debt. 

In Parley's meadowsi John Horne Tooke 
With parts of speech his grief begniPdj^ 
The V erbo-phllosophic book 
By fits was fine, by starts was wild. 

But thou, O Fox, with speech so fair. 
What was thy c|iposing measnve? 
Still it whispered pensioned pleasnrey 



* Secretary to the corresponding soeiefy^ andttiod 
for tteason* 

t The Age of Reaeom uuu burnt by the common 

m 

§ ^ BiwreUms of FurUy^ wkUih rednee thf 
parts of speech to only tho noun and 
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And bade tlie places good at distance hail ^ 

StiU would bis touch.the stiain prolong. 

And from the ludia bill s sad tale. 

He called on Westminster tbrongh all the song:: 

And when to toast the Sov'reigii mob he chose. 

His title lostj; he mourned at every close 3 

And fox neglected wept, and wav'd bis pig-tail'd hair i 

Yet longer had he sungf^but with a frown, 

BvwMTT impatient coae^ 

And threw his bomt^t rau(fe in tbnnder down $ 

Aud with his Palace-Yardiaa look. 

The mob-collecting frompet took) 

And blew a blast so loud and dread, 

Ne*er were the Cornish Bmghs so full of woe y 

And CFer and anott he beat. 

The CoBBET Drum- with furious heat) 

And thongliflft times^ eaid^ dreary pooie between, 

Th' Attorney General at his side^ 

ffis sonl-subdui ng to! ce applied, 
- Yet still he kept bis wild nnalter'd mien 

T31 in theTowV close shopped he laid his aching head. 

Thy numbers CocHaANB to the Funds were fix^d. 

Sad proof of thy distressful state j 

Of war and politics the theme was mixM, 



J Mr. Fox*9 name was erased from the privy* 
ctnukdl for this to€m^ 
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And wyr he woo'd tmpUkj^ now rttring ottll^d on Itilt* 

YtHh eyes upraift^d, as one inspired, 

Pitt in the Ttetuaixy sat retired; 

And troili Ills snug official beat,. 

In notes, by Lucre made more sweet, 

Pour'd through the Commons' House his winning souti 

Tnm Opposition Rocks aroniAl 

BuR&B JompM away and hail'd the sonnd j 

Through corporate towns the gafetj-meaauree stole^ 

And o^er ihe bottlers talk with Ibnd delay^ 

Jacks in office port-wine boozing^ 

Cou8titution toasts difiVising,. 

At ci^ic banquets drank away^ 

But Oh ! how altered was its marching tone, 
When Goyernment, a nymph of brawny boo 
With Habeas G>rpu8 o'er her shoulder flung 
And Volunteers in buskins gemmed "vntb dew. 
Blew an inspiring air, that inn and pot-house mng^ 
The soldier's call, to tippling idlers known^ 

Th6 CJyprianfur, and their dram^dfinking queea^ 

Drummers and corporals were seen^ 

♦ eepi ng from forth our alley 5 green ; 

Pipe«clay'd Militia-men rejoic'd to hear, 

And six-foot tailors graspM the sergeaut's ^pear— > 

Last came FxvAircE^s dubious jtrtal^ 
Be with the income-tax adfauciugi^ 
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Pint to the yelloiv Gold hand address^ : 
But BOOH lie saw the Bank-restriction viol 
Whose more prolific notes he lov d the best^ 
They would have thought, who heard the atraiii| 
They 9^ in Lombard street the Bankers mad, 
All bills disconntlngf, whether good or had; 
To rising Stock perpetnal dancing^ 
While, as his flying fingers kissM the fitiiugs, 
Pitt and the Bank framed a fantastic round $ 
Loose were her tresses seen, her zone unbound. 
And he amidst his frolic play, 
As if he would one time or other pay, 
Exchequer bills shook from his paper wings.. 

Oh! Money, earth-extracted maid ! 
The lender^s loss, the borrower** tad^ 
Say^ Goddess, why to us denied 
Layest thou prices high aside ; 
As in that loaf-in^seven-days year* 
When things were most confounded dear ^ 
Liiik^d arm in arm, O Nymph endearM 
Thou hast with strumpets forg'd appearM*^ 
Where is thy native form unlying, 
Scales and weights and diict defying? 
Arise as in that elder time,. 
Sweated and clfppM, but still sublime; 

* Some years back the consumption of hreod too* 
redrietod to a quaittem ioafpor nmK 
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Thy wonden in that g^oldea age 
Fill England's aubaidizing page. 

Tb aaidy (and I believe the tale) 
That Guineas were exposed to sale^ 
And that our last best cask of beer 
The Sinking Fund was tapped this year ^ 
Pitt, I with weeping say, seducM 
The Bank, and left her much redncM j 
Scarce left her bare back clothes enongh^ 
Aud made her Fame a Lottery PuflT^^ 
Abortive drugs wm given by Pitt^ 
But now laid iii| she bears gold yet. 




CHUHCH. 

That iBere was a Charcb at Ross, before* 
the Couqaest, is evident from the mention of a Priest 
in Doomsday* This first Church is presumed to have 
stood in that part of the town, which is called the 
Brookend; aud to have had a small Monastic esta- 
blishment attached to it. The site of these wasr ^ 
a modern court where stands a house, now called the 
Wool-honse, and an adjoining tenement, occupied 
by Mr. Badham, and late Lodge. The consecrated 
indosnre comprised the outlet and gardeii behind, 
in the latter of which human bones have been repeat- 
edly excavated, within the memory of persons, • now 
living. The Religious are understood to have con- 
tinued there for some ages, after the removal of the 
Church* It appears from the Life of Robert d» 
BetuD,^ that during the wars of Stephen and the 
Empress Maud, in the years 1138, 1139, the con^ 
tending parties plundered and burned the smaller 
CSiarebes, and made use of the larger and stronger^, 
for Castles for themselves. WiIton4?astle, was found* 
ed in this reign;t and it is possible,, that the Church 

♦ Angl. Sacr. ii, 313. f Lelaiidi CollecUuiea.' 
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was then destroyed, for the sake of the ms^terials. 
Aft to the eslablishment^ it can alone be histotically 
explained by records, iato which it is not the plan of 
the author to enter^ » Mr. Ihiniionihe will render it 
superfluous. It is not however improbable, should it 
even be unnoticed in these ancient anthorites. For, 
in the Anglo-Saxon sera, it was usual to bare a 
Motfatr Church collegiate with Tarioos subordinate 
cfaafiels, which custom disappeared soon after the 
Conquest, by the chapels becoming parachial* oir 
decaying* This was tbq case at S« Oswald's (Gloib* 
cester) Berkeley and other Churches, and very 
]piiobabIy at Ross, for it had various chapels, as 
Brampton AbboU and Weston, now converted into 
liivingsi. Many of the Pensions in the Valor of Pope 
Nicholas, originated in the decay of these chapels^. 
* and transfer of tbe endowments^ the chief instniment 
of their ruin being the great Monasteries, who made 
it a rule to absorb petty 6fttates»-^f the existing 
lepresentative, rather than remains of this CbuEch^r 
k can only be said^ that there are but a few feet cfi 
waiiiogi with a window and* door way, not older^ 
t han the reign of Henry YH. new extant, but tbe 
buUding stood ea«i and west. TiradiUoa and P.^ 
sumption are the sole auihorilies for Ike opinieae 
here giiveir whi«Ii ia ftoo^ subject to donbt» 

There was also a very ancient chapel at Horn 

6ree% a small panUelogram^ of. whicli the giemi 
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V 

plan may be coiiipicioiisly traced. Il bad a montblj 

aervice by the Vicar of Ross. 

AmoD^ tbe Harleian Manuscripts is an acconnt of 

Herefordshire parochially digested. The article^ 
R0SS9 has been kindly commnicated by the Rev. 
JohnWebbj Rector of Tretyre. Unfortunately, there * , 
is nothing in it earlier than the fourteenth century, 
and in the present Chnrch there is not the smallest 
trace of Anglo-Saxon, or Norman work* The Manu- 
script only says In the Chancelle are the cells of 
an ancient Quire and over them towards the body of 
the Church an Oi^an Loft," The cells are the 
pews of the Rector and others; and the Organ Loft, 
should be, as Mr. Webb judiciously observes, the 
Rood Loft. Of course the tradition concerning the 
Brookend Chprch rests solely upon its own fonnda* 
tien, and tbe human bones excavated. The Manu-. 
script was written about the year 1658. 

It is thought, that there was an especial reason for 
placing Churches npon eminences, namely that the 
Towers mio^at be used for Beacons.^ Mr Jenkins is, 
ef opinion, that the foundauon on the spot is to be 
ascribed to Rob. de Betun, but if so he proceeded 
very little with the work; for only the Chancel 
can possibly be ascribed to him; and that parlr 
of the fabric certainly assimilates the Church of 
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Merton in Sutry, kfiowtf t6' be of tile tweTIAr cen^ 
tary* the era of Kob. de Betun. But be seem^ 
iDgly did not finish it, for William de Ablaniat, who 
W9B Rector in 1287» bestowed much coel on. thisr 
Chancel/'t which time the present body' of iLt^ 
Church was piobably building* foe the broad exter- 
nal form resembles Wells Cathedral, founded hj 
Bishop Josceliney between the years 1204 and 
Ifli the Chancel Window is a figure of Thomas de 
Cianlilupey Bishop of Hereford, in the act of giving, 
the Benediction. He was canonized in the begin- 
mag oC the fourteenth century, and the Alters in 
the Church were dedicated on the 6« Id* Maii 1316. 
The figure of the Prelate would not have been erec- 
ted in the stained Gkiss^ if he had not been a Bene- 
factor to the fabric. It may therefore be infenedy 
that the Church was not completed till the yea£ 
abovementioned. A search in the Archives of Here- 
ford concerning the sera of consecrating the Church, 
might ascertain the question bistorically, but with- 
out a complete calendar, tabKn^ the contenta> thm 
difficulty is enormous* 

Ross is a Rural Deanery^ The Rectory till the 
Yicaiaig^ was consolidated with it by act of pailia* 
ment, in the reign of Charles II.. was a sinecure of 



t Mr* Jefldsins from the Cathedral Archives* 
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jgreater value^ than iha Vicaragip^ whicli included 
the chapels of Weston-uuder-Penyard, and Brampton 
Abbots. The Bishop of Hereford was Patnm of both 
Rectory and Vicarage. 

The Rectory has a Waitor, consisting^ no doabt^ 

of the Carucates, mentioned in Doomsday Book, A 
Court Baron is held; the Glebe is the Demesn; and 
the Manor consists of divers messuages, lands, and 
lenements, in the two capital Manors of Ross Bo- 
rough and Foreign, producing several little chief 
fents, amounting in the whole, to 40s. p.-ann. be- 
besides offerings of Rosemary and Marigolds. 

The Dean and Precentor of Uerefocd Cathedral are 
endowed with two thirds of the Great Tithes of the 
heretofore Episcopal JDemesa Lands ia -Ross. These 
Tithes are in lease to the Rev. Hugh Hanmer 
tloiigittii and.unde&^let by him to iheiBecjtor. 

In the district, called the Cleeve Tithing, the 
Bishop o( Hereford is owner of two thirds of th^ 
Great Tithes generally, except a few Mease places, 
where he has no claim, and except a specialty, as to 
a few meadows, in the Chapelry of Wilton, where 
he has only tme half of the Great Tithes, All other 
Tithes in the parish belong to the Rector — The 
Bishop^s portion is in lease to the Horn Lacy family, 
and tenanted by Mr* Amos Joaes« Mr* Jenkin» was 
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informed that the half, not belonging to the Bishop 
owed its exemption to being parcel of the foreign 
abbey of Lyre in Normandy, who had rights in the 
Chapehry of Wilton. The Chapelry lies in the two 
.parishes of Ross and Bridstow* 

Mr* Jenkins has made the fo1Io^iii]g cdlection of 
Incnmbents, but in a few instances has not been able 
to discriminate between the Rectors and Vicars, both 
haying usually been Dignitaries of the Cathedral of 
Hereford* 

VViiriam de Ablaniat, Rector. 
1200. JoIiD de Shelving, Rector. 
' 1903. John de Kemnses* 

1307. John Coci, [son of Thomas de Coci] of 
Hosft, and 

1308. James Henlee^ collated Priests of the 
Church of Ross. 

1312. John de Rosse, Rector. 

Of him Mr. Webb's manuscript speaks thus^ from 
Godwin. John de Rosse, a Doctor of Lawe was 
thrust by the Pope into the £ishoprick of Carlisle 
without any election, and^was consecrated anno 1318 
and died 1381. He being born in this towne and 
taking his name from it, left a memoriale of himself, 
now almost dt^eted^ which jou may .undei[Stand by 
thia-^1329, Man:li 24. At Ross, Walter de 
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Morton^, Pri«st, wag adaitiied.to tbe Cfaantiy, found- 
ed (MditfttaiH) in llw Church of Ross by Joku de 
Ros, Bisbop of Carlisle, vacant and belonging lo 
the presentatioih and nominalion of the same fetb«r 
[in God] towbicb the said Walter baaobtained ktteis 
of institulioa and induction directed to thefRiuai] 
Dean of Ro8.-*d6. Bd. 1. license to John de Ros of 
assigning, seventy-four acres in Ross and Walfoid 
{.to the sapport of the above Chantry.] 

« 

1320. Ittomas Talbot, Rccton (Of bim beloir] 

1332, WiUiaiu de Rosse, Rector: also Areh« 
deacoQ, 

Here Mr. Jottkias 13 «t a loss,^ tor some years. The 
foUowin? extract from Mr. Webb's coiiiiimiiicSiMoii, 
ei^plaias the caauatfh 1 

1348, Feb. 9. Tbe Bishop of Hereford admiM^ 
Lord Tbomas de M escer. Priest, to the Vicarage of 
Ross, upoiitbe y^reseirtatiua of Lord' Thomas Talbots,. 
Rector of tlie Cburcb of Ross* This Rosse Parson- 
age or Rectory wasiau Honorary, and soe disposable 
to a layman, who was Loid of the Parsonage, and 
presented to the Vicarrdge. Triliec p. 21. 

14 14. John SUaway, Rector, [Dean of Hereford] 

1420. Thomas Yonge, Vicar. 

1430, Richard Rothei^m S. T% P*. Rector* 
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He was Confessor to tbe Bisho^i of Herefordv and 

built tbe Chancel at Hentland; probably therefore 
Vicar of Lugwardine. 

1438. Robert Jordan, Rector or Viean 

1453. John Davyts, Vicar. 

1463* Hugh Ragoun, Rector or Vicar. 
A query has been started^ whether John Berewe did 
not hold tbe Rectory at this period. It seems pretty 
dear^ that a person named Berewe was a Donor id 
the Chantry at Ross, and that the House, now the 
Nag^a Head Inn» was the property, judged to have 
been given, and which was of old commonly called 
Berewe" 9 Xnn. A John Berewe was first promoted 
in the Cathedral of Hereford in 1429, and died 
Pean in 1462. 

1486. Thomas Chippenham, A. M. Perpetual . 

Vicar of this Church and Parish. 

At his instance a curious and beautiful Rood Loft 
was erected in tlie Church (after the fashion of the 
Rood i.oit at Ledbury) at a pubhc charge. 

1510. Thomas Moieton^ L. L. B. Rector. He 
was Archdeacon of Hereford. 

1511. Richard Judde^ Rector. 

1516. Richard Parkborst» Vicar. He is under- 
stood to have been the immediate successor of Chip* 
penham. 

1522. William Webbe^ Rector. Archdeacdu of 
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Herefordy and said to have been kinsmaa of 
Bishop Mayew. He died 1522, and lies buried in 
.Hereford Cathedral. 

Here Mu Jeakins is at some loss. One Thomas 
Beale seems to have been a minister of Ross in the 
lime of Uaeen Elizabeth. But Mr. J. thinks that 

the first proteslant incumbent was 

1563. Thomas Lewis, Vicar — buried at Rots« 

1601. Lttdovicus or Jjewis Williams, Vicar* In 
his time the followiug entry was made in the old Ue« 
gister *^ 1585, on the 80th of August was buried in 
the Ca^edral of Hereford, John Scorey the trnti^or- 
l/iy, Bishop of that See'' [Of , Scorey hereafter]— 

1504. John Watkins, A. M. Rector. Dean of 
Hereford, busied at Ross in 1504, much lamented. 

1615. Bernard Bennett, Vicar — ^buried at Rosa. 

1642, Henry Hacket, A. M. Rectpr. He resided, 
died, and was buried at Ross, leaving an admirable 
character. His daughter Mary was married to Thomaa 
Cocks of Castlediich Esq. She died in 1675 and 
lies buried at Eastnor. 

In Mr. Hacket's time, Nathaniel Hill, of Ross, 
A. M. was a celebrated Preacher. He died in 1632, 
and was buried in the Chancel. Hiirs grare was. 
casually opened in 1775, when his body, though it 
bad lain there 143> years was found but partially de^ 
cayed, and the beard and mustachoes perfect. 
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1646. Pbiliippe (sic) Prieet Vieau He ib beUer^d 
to have been the successov of Mr. Bennett in the Vi- 
carage» aod was deprived for bis kjaity in 16^. He 
died, and was piivately buried* .Mr* J% IhiAkSj in 
4he Cbwcel al Rcis im 

Diyers Licenses to invalids and lyingwn 'womeiiy 
to eat flesh on Fish-days in Lent were registered 
by Phillippe Price, Vicar, 

I^Under the rebel government, the Rectory, then a 
« ^tnecare, Was usurped hy one John Tonribes, B. D. 
an Anabaptist. He was a Tfaeologist of some note 
]Q his day» «nd the same Man, who held a pnUie 
dispatation with Baxter in the Temple i^hwdby 
fxMdoii, ki4h#'^veiit of vrUehi Iheit vAiiciplnhr»the 
&»iits pveseftti pMoesded to fighting; 

' This Man &etmti to ha^^ resigned lbs Reetpry in 
AOd a$ la said,.waa nUi^iately reconciled teiha 
.CbUKb^ t^c died hucied at Salishory* 

The Vicarage of ^osa wa$ also then h^ hy 
Ma Jonathw '§mkl 913d tiNr9 ^iiig tw^ Mathan 

Smiths contemporaries, it is to |]0t^> tj^t tb^y 
appear to have been fafher apd son, at uncle and 
iH^^W^ iba {Qm^x bain^ the p^ock vicar, , 

la {^i^dder's Glo^c^tershlra (p. 696) U a long 

fipju^ib'for .tbi^ m'h B^ti^g that ha waa bom M 

Roch^&ter ;i6. ^pril, 1609f was educatedJia Ireland^ 
[It is opilted^ that he was apprentice tp }i T^yloK 
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in Canterbury, aud was a bankrupt hosier at Sand«* 
Kdch, see before p. 89 ] officiated at Rosa twelve 
years, ^vas expelled by the return of the King, and 
died anno 1670, aged<62» His Epitaph purely makes fts 
Merit of a vehement propensity to greaching, Whe* 
tfaer be talked'sense or nonsense was of no momenft 
because Enthusiasm ascribes to feelings only, the 
honour justly doe to Labour and Learning; and tbns*- 
disprives the poblic of ^ification aad instruction* . 

[It is noted by Walker in his sufferings of the Clergy^ 
that these obseuia penmis repitssented themselves 
and their brethren, as in rank Apostles, mimicking* 
the phrases applied to, and used in Scripture^ by 
these Holy Persons, although void of their grand 
credenlfals. Prophecy and Miracle. This remaik. 
may illustrate the pompous nonsense of the above, 
Spitaph, and that of his son or nephew as presumed, 
who was buried at Ross^ in a garden^, formerly a 
buryini^ ground of the Quakers, Sep. 18. 1678 aet. 
ASL His sole claim. to honour is that of preaching*] . 

1660.- John NewtoiH D. J>. Vicar. [ Of him. 
further on]~ 

•1671. John Cooke, Rector. 

1600. Thomas Brome^ A\ Mt 

1711. Charles Whiting, D, D. 

isr4&. Rohm Morgan^ J>.J}. 

137 a John Egerton^ D. D. [Of him further on.] ; 
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177&«* TtMM>f44ik^ Memiitb, A. [H^ was pre- 
sented bf tlie Kinop, di«d at the [iiAwcUs» Brislol, 
and W9g buried at iios&.] 

1779. Charles Morgan^ M. A. resigning. 

1801, JJiijU MQ;:fi[^o^i D. P# resigujQ^. 

Wbj)iw INiftwoft^, A* ihfi ja-eseat Uec^f, . 

The last Eight have been Rectors, after consolidatioa 
of the Rectory and Vicarage; and makings Weston 
aod Bramptoa Abbots iudependent parishes* 

Alv account shtV 0awbe«fwen eC Into very 'eini- 
nent R^mt^. Viss,. T^t. Newton aad Biduip Egertoo* 

John PTi^wton was the giandson of John N^wtou 
of Aimou^bia Devousbiie, and ^on of ljuuiphry 
Newton of Ontidle in Northamptonshire. He was 
boroat Ouadiein 1&22, and was entered a Conunoner. 
of St. Edmund Hall Oxford in 1Q37 He took the de- 
gree of B. D« in 1641, apd the j^ar following was 
created Master in precedence to several GentlemeOt 
that belonged to the King and Court, then residing 
iu ilic University, on aecomntof bis fistingnisbed tal- 
ents in the higher branches of Science. Genius 
being inclined to Astrqi)(iQ)y and Matbenatics, |ie 
made great proficieii^ ,in i^^wk^w^^ wh|«b^e 
found of service during ihe fiaie of the Ugurpation, 
when he continued irtedfsst to Jii^ 6av«riu0i. 
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forcL Id &^p. 1661. he im-made one of the Kings 
CSiaplmup bdn^ Viw of Rote in the f>kce of one 
JAuaihan fimttb^ «j6eted for Moacoa£oiiiiUy« He held 
tbsl Linn^ till his death, which happened at Ross. 
I)e^, 9Q. 1678. Wo^ gives him tto cbaracter t£ 
a capricious and humourous person; but» liowever 
that be^ bi$ writiogs aue stifficient moiinaaeiilai^flm- 
genius and skill in the Mathematics. These irri^ ' 
trags eonsiat of nrious works m Astronomy, Tri« 
goDometry^ Gangling, Interest of Money, Logaritlims, 
Rlietoicy' ArHbmetiC and Geography,* 

The following are the particular8,f which were 
mntiooed of Dr, Nowton in tho town« by agod per- 
80II9* He will be called eccentric by th^se, who 
danot knout tbal Philosopbois livs for tho indalgotieo 
of Tarious abstract pleasures and inclinations, wbiob 
theimllfsr .otniiolot'aUiioDiptebcBdt aiidiMtieb liioir 
superiors often misunderstands When he was M. A* 
be published his Trigonometria Britannica(foIio 1658) 
and dedii^ated it toRichitrd Cxomwell, a time-serving . 
action, of which the Doctor could never afterwards^ 
endure to be reminded. He was ^in person> rather 
under than over the middle stature, did not appear 
without bis gown^ did not shave the whole of his 
beardj was sprightly, some^l^at whimsical, and very 



* Chalmer^s Biogr. Diction, xxiii. 118. 
t CommimicAted by Mr* T. Jenkins. 
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fond of Music and SiQging* in which he faimself 
taught some of the Church Singets. He was Ibnd- 
of going on n pleasant da; to serve Brampton Church; 
he used to ramble about Westfield by night atMr<^ 
gazing^ now and then measured spires and trees,, 
fixed and altered Son-dials, was prone to give judg- 
ment about the weather* would frequently attend to 
his own brewing', had a chest of tools in his study 
and worked and wrote daily. There is more in this, 
than meets the eye; for this mixture o( Mechanieal 
and abstract parsnils appeam in the life* of Sir Isaac 
Newton, and was probably a fashion of the day. 

He and his family went to CbnrcK every day < He- 
was a fine preacher, and remarkably beloved through- 
oot the parish was vei^ parttenlar as to tot incurring^ 
debt, but poor* through hospitality and charity. In his 
personal habits he' was frugal; amiable in hia^milyi- 
and very attentive to his duties, as a Clergyman*^ 

\)veT the Doctor^s Grave, in the Chancel, is a large 
Table bearing the foUowiog inscription, written by 
Br. Robert Morgan, Rector, iind renewed hj tbe^ 
present Rector, Mr, Can(>|i Underwpod, 



e^Xafomi. Mr. T. Jenkiaar, 
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lu Sacello h^^c 
Sttb radi iapide obscard Ifttet, 
Qui rfvQB per Itteittfini w^m taclmit; 

QuiiBtus Vtr! et quo uoii ASouumeiito di^Qlis! 

laaigmh M atliematkaig I 
Orator Felix! 
£t qaod in Tabell4 kAc pm^cij^d aotaadum ent; 

Beelesie hujug^ 
^on solum Pastor nupcms, plurimum Mectwuj 
et 9^«%)tor |ierpetiiu8| eeoiper jiMi&#i3lihdbu^ k 

Q^xm coniOio, operae^ impenm 

pmcipud tribuendum mt 
Quod Ecclealfe hiijtts patrimottkni 
(pro oaervi amplUntee 

Beoimi^ majoribus liftBdem 

] AuttorltAte publica auctum sit 

A. D. 1071. 

SnprciDiiiBi * diom i?inniil| 

Vir BeneficuB et doctus 
VII kal. Jan. A. D. MJ78. 

Oiod ^ 4fV# Jflfifd Mil fnwiwi jfNefoepvMt. 

Abi LectQj'! 
JSt si pnl^lico Commodo invjg^I^ure gaadeff| 
filagis qaam tuoi 
Hinc same exemplttm. * R. M« 



Banc Tahutam^ animo non sitie grajtg r^flintcgravii 
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John Eoeetok, (Bishop of Duiham) was son of 
Henry Egerton, Bishop of Hereford, fifth son of 
John, third Earl of Bridgewater. He was born in 
London Nov. SO, 1721, and edncated at Eton and 
Oiifcil Colleges. He was ordained in 1745, and be- 
came suecessively Rector of Ross (in 1745) Canon 
of Cublington in the Cathedral of Hereford (1746) 
Chaplain in ordiniry to the iUng (1749) Dean of 
Hereford (1750) Bishop of Bangor (1756) of Litch- 
field and CoYentry 17C8, of Durham 1771. In 1748 
be married Lady Amelia Sophia daughter of Henry 
de Grey, Poke of Kent, and at bis death ia 1787,. 
left issue a daughter, lady of Sir Abraham Hume,, 
Bart, and two sons; John Willtam, wbcon the death 
of Francis third Duke of Bridgew:.ter, became 
seventh Earl; and the Hon. and Rev. Ftancis 
* Egerton, Prebendary of - Durham juid ^ Rector of 
Wbitcburcb, in Shropshire. 

The Bishop was remarkable, bemdes an exceUent 
character in other respects, for tact and singalar dex- 
terity in evading embarrassments. The following^ sue 
instances among many that might be mentioned. 
A Gentleman askf d his Lordship, what he inherited 
from his Father? 

jinsw^. Not so much as I expected. 
Not si^tisfied with this lebnff, the Gentleman pet 
' a second ^ueation^ viz. 

What was bis wife's fortune i 
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Answer^. Not so much as was reported* 

^be tormentiog; iavestigator thea ventured a third 
spedmen of ill breedings, as follows. 

What is Uie value of your living of lioss ? 
Answer. More than I make of it. 

Of coarse, infinite amusement arose from the 
Querist's impertinence, or the conversation would 
not have been recorded and circulated. 

Another anecdote is reported of the Bisfaop^s 

adroitness — * ' 

A Gentleman requiring of him the renewal of 

a Leaae, upon- terms far short of its t^sl value, and 

the Bishop refusing, the Gentleman assigned as a 

reaaqi^r why the proposal ought to be accepted^ that 

his Lordship was in such a declining state of health 

that his life was very precarious. Upon this the 

Bishop vetf readily remarked Since ti^at was the 

case, the Gentleman must be convinced, that hts^ 

own interest was but a secondary consideration to him, 

and his principal object. must be to do no injury to 

hid successors.^ 
« 

There were other institutions connected with the 
Chutfch. One of them very ancient is clearly recog- 
nized in the following extract from the Register of 

. ...11 II l i I II tnm,^ i t k I 

' * Li res of Thomas Egerton, Lord Elleeroore^ &c. &Cj 
by the Hod. & Rev* Fr. Egerton-- Chalnier*fl Biograph. 
Dictionaryi &e. 
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fiishop Gilbert.^ In 1397 Jiibtl CHl^rt, Bbhop of 
Hereford, unites ' aud muects together the CkaoCiy 
founded by John Rosse, Bishop of Carliol, vrbo was 
borne and buried iir Rosse, because of the exility of 
the lands by the iDalevolency of intruder and 
the scarcity of husbandmen, occarioneA by the 
last plague, with a certain society or fraternity 
in the village of Rosse mcienify founded^ which 
being joyiied together, one priest shall celebrate masse 
for the soules of the founders of each, which frater* 
nity was dedicated of late dayes to the memoryes of 
the B. Virtue and S. Thomas the Martyr. Here then 
iaan evident condensation of the preceding collegi- 
ate institutions, into one form, for the* Harliean 
Manuscript quotedf says, *^ There were twachant- 
lies of our Lady, the one founded by the foremen* 
tkmed Joha de Rosse^ both well endowed : another 
cliantryfor the service of St. George," Mr. Jenkins 
tbinha,. that there was also an altar of S, Margaret^ 
and he adds, that in an obscure account of the here- 
tofore benefactions to the Church of Ross, occur the 
names ot Walter de la Pole, and Isabella de la Pole, 
widows. Isabella M^cerwidoir, alsor by wtirih 1482, 
after usual oblations to the Mother Church of fiHere- 
fold, the high atUr, &c. gave tor diatged het lindsitt 
Blacknorle to devout u&es^ in this. 4^^iM»ch*— -The fact 
ia» thatiftevaijrtowni in theluBgdoppt petty dpnattom 

9 

• p, 5fc-Mr. Webb/ f Mr. W^bb. 
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of ibis kind occu^^ from UgbU to chantries^ accord- 
ing to the cifemnstances of Ibe pavlies, all of them 
customs derived from the Heathens. Gbantrics were 
endowments for certnin ministers to pray for the souls 
of the founders, but not till after they bad first done 
so for those of the Kings who had licensed the 
foundation, and Ibe aajprijly, if not the whole of 
these licenses are abstracted by Vincent, in a 
M. now remaining iir^the College of Arms* Au 
the priests too were not allowed to celebrate their 
private masses at the high attar, those numerous 
structures and cbapels» of which we read in our an- 
cieal Cburchiap, were deyoted to this purpose, that 
tbey might not disturb each other.* Such iustitu* 
tions w6ve eommon, becaose. alms lyere deemed 
e^Lpiations of sins* 

The Church, as it existed in the year 1658 is thus 

described. 

In the Chancelle are the cells of an ancient 
Quire, and over them towards the body of the Church 
an Organ Loft, [Rood Loft]'* 

*^ On the south side of the Church aire the monuments 

of the Rudhalls of Rudhall in this parish, of which 

there be divers — fiist is of 

« Fosbroke's Gloucester, p. p. 340. 361. 
N 
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Witliam RudhaM and his Wife Margarett the daughter 
of Sir James Croft, temp. Regin. EBzab. whh three 
enqaartenDgs* 

name of BmdkaU [or Bid- Jte^ FoxaU. F.^ 



■ ^'^ „ C S. & lyon rampart int. 

G. Chfiveron int. 3 eBcaUope v ^^^^^^ fitched ci osslet. 

A. J»fi»ofiie. J A. 

G ficttea A. [Beauchamp, J A. alyK«™P-«^ 
Betcham, fIomesto«,Wti>»^ f ctowlet fetclied. S. 

wold. F-] rXbe Waaonry is imperfect, 

B A bend int. 6. trefoils Or, but the coat appears to b« 

Mffoubetw.S.tref. F.J j^g^s. One Mimlar be- 

G. Fesse cheeky O. & long^ «• BamtmU. F.J 

WhUiington. * ^ , jng^iied int. 4 

**-j^i"drr/.: tit« '-(bUSSi-Pect. f.) 

H'?''tha field tb^ A. 3 barrs .vary B. [«anrf- 

G. a «.de lie Are. is borne 
by JpuU/on, and «kree li. 

fffi^.^'^.K ofbV"/^^^^^^^^ S 3S.-annesA.rF«r«*.r?.y, 
W At all evcmts, it is Kilmeisoth Btautsavnef 
a b;artuff Of foi-eign ori- the Swan. Or.Srame. V.J 
gin< F.] 

•« Next to William is the tombe of John Radhall 
the soune of WilHam, who married the Lady Cholke, 
with her eflSgies alsoe though alive; next to these is 
a statue erect in armour of WilUam brother to John 
last mentioned, who both died leaving no issue irojii 
them to succeed them, and soo the estate came to be 
divided amongst the children of the asters of William 
aud John, who had mariied into these families, the 
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Pies, Westfalings, Broughtons, Prices, Auberys and 

[Most of these monuments were probably erected . 
during the life-time of the parties, for such was a 
fashion of the sera, of which numerous instances 
might be quoted. The sculpture of some of them is 
allowed to be tery fine. Mr* Dallaway, speaks thus 
of the erect tigure of the loyal General WiUiam Rud«- 
ball. In the reigns of Elizabeth, James and Charles T. 
very expensive monuments, executed by Foreigners 
were in vogue: and in Westminster Abbey is a sit- 
ting figure in a Roman military costume, upon a 
circular altar. It is erected for Francis Holies a 
young officer. The fashion is repeated at Rosa 
m Herefordshire in a military figure of one of the 
Rudhall family. The intention was to produce a 
strong effect by entirely insulating the figure, and 
leaving it without accompaniment.t] 

Among these monuments is a bust of the late Thomas 
Brereton, Esq. who took the name of West&Iing, 
from marrying Mary the heir general of the Ru^hall 
family. Upon the pedestal is inscribed the following 
epitaph in elegant latinity, written by the present 
Bishop of St. Asaph. 



» Harl.M.S.S.— Mr. Webb, 
t G«llt*s Magaz. June 1818 p. 4U2. 

Ji2 
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M« 6* 

Thomse Filii Revereadi Tin Aichardi Bcer^My 

e comitatu Glocestriensi, 
Qui Marianiy 

Unicam ex iUostn JaixuJUa de Westfalii^ h8e|redem« 
Uxorem habvit, et nomen H^ivs sibi aamiiipgit, • 
l>iatiis die 4V ldsa% Mau A. D. MDCCLX. 

Moituua die XIV Kaleadas Juuii A. B. MDCCCIV* 



Vir fide antiquay atque incorruptay 
Animi in omnia, quibn« faveret GoBBilliis, Itioefriiiiiji 
ea tamen mornm beaignitate castigati, 
'Ut eonim etiam, qui uon Idem aentirent, 
Amidtiam et benevolentiam sibi conciliaret ; 
Qualis fuit iu paaperibus sublevandiS} 
Qoalis* in eoium liberia entdiendiSf 
Paapenim lacbrymee testaiituri 
Qttam Jncimte in Amioltiay iedetatl ntlUa, 
Qoaai bi\)a8ee vicinitt et delieise et jckiiiamentiiin' 
I . Bx boc marmore scias, 

AmoriB, qualecanque eit, et desiderii testimoniiuii^ 
Talis viri non immemores 

* 

Snmptn 'Wio 

Poni curaverunt 
Amid, Sociiy Viclni* 
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A window of staioed glass^ recenlly erected behind 
these monument^,, exhibits them in very chaste^ and 
interesting effect. * Glass of this kind may be so con- 
trived, as to show off objects under the light of 
dawn-->midday*»-^r6vening~in proportion as'yeOoWt 
crimson, or blae colours abound in the painting; 

Neare to these" [ Rudhall Monuments] conti* 
Dues the Harleian Manoscript, is a chappie in the ile 

of the Church south called the Lord Grejes, chappie, 
in which in the east window is to be seen 

G. 3 miters proper, a very and this coat is 3 or 4 times 
aucieat painting (See of iuthe chopch. (If the harnr 
Qmter. F.) areBngie boras tliet^ aire- 

A. oaacheveronint.dhoniff the arms of Foruter oi 

S. 3 pheous ot the first y Forsier^ F.). 

In a window in the north end of the body westwards^. 

Barry of ai&e A. & B. a.IabeU of five poiata <>— &r«y.. 
In the next window above it are 

A. lion. ramp, €k bordnre 3 flowers de lis. Caidelupe* 

S. Bezantes. Comexoell of and See of Hereford. 
Birrinffton, 5 Cheveronells (Deaaery of 

3 lyons heads reversed Jeasant Hereford. F.} 

In a window of a small chappie at the east end of the 
north He* [Of this chappie no vestiges Tomain.} 

A. afesse int. 3 diamonds B. A. fesse int. 3 diamonds B. 
Parry^ impated with Barry Parry A: 3*...Sk impaled 
of six A. & B. over them 3 with A : fesse ipt. 3 dia- 
crescents S. ( Grey^ the monds B. Purry^ 
crescents for differenae. 1) 

A ; a fesse mU 3 diamonds B. impaled withB* a £^se 

iat*3swym. .0« 
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In, the east window five cheveronellsu 

m 

Safar the.old AL£i.'~The.Ctiarcl)f»^icU crowns 
tlie ApeK of the Promontory has the effect of a Greek 
^mpolifl nrilh. lespeet to-ibe town undenieiUb, On 
the S. and W. it appears highly picturesque, rising 
amidjBt tall elms; and is unobstrocted by buildings. 
From the London entrance on the N. E. it toweis, 
like the Parthenon at Atbeais, over .the brick hoaaess 
and never loses grandeujr, but when viewed closely 
from tbe north side of the Church«yard. The gene- 
ral fine e&ct is owing to a loity well-proportioned 
apire, and n belt ef majeafic elms planted in 1685 by 
the Man of Ross. The pinnacles of the Tower were 
alao planned by him. Unfortunately for the close 
view, the windows have' been deprived of their mui-* 
lions; and as tiiese are apt to decay, it is to be 
regretted, that they are not in general resupplied by 
Fao«aiintles in «ast ifon« Theueast window is taste- 
folly adorned with stained glass, and the light so 
corrected by curtains, as to give it a rich' dimness ; 
what ought to, be denominated a proper Church light; 
not an insipid white lustre, like a manufactory, per* 
forated with sashes. The ancient Rood4bft is said 
to have contained aa Organ. . In the east window of 
of the lie, two yonng treifts spring from an old root 
without. The original Tree was planted with the 
odier>eIins by Mr. Ktem* An oM Altar hmgf of 
blue velvet is preserved^ having the Crucifix and 
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several ftngeltc and apostolic fiacres worked with 
silver. The Organ was opened Oct. 18. 1726. The 
front of it is said to have originally belonged to Salis- 
bury Cathedral. The pipe of the Stove runs under 
M old window beti^en the church and cbanceli which 
window was intended to convey without^ the sound of 
the Sai«t*s Ml rung at the elevation of the Host, in 
order that all persons within hearing might fall on their 
knees. In the year 1776, Ladfy Betty Dupplin having 
left a suni of money for erecting a monument to the 
memory of the Man of Ross, it was accordingly 
done, in a rich style, with a medallion of Mr. Kyrlb 
upon it. The Lady merits the gratitude of philoso- 
pers, for Polybius refers. In a great measure, the 
cause of the higher qualities, and the superiority of 
the Romans over their, enemies, tp the' custom of bo* 
nouring excellence even afteir lif<^» because it excites 
the eihulation of the rising, as well ajEi existing gene* 
ration.^ There has alsp tieeu erected not long ago a 
tablet in elegant latinity to the memory of a daughter 
of the Rev. John Webb, Rector of Tretyre, to whom 
this little work is indebted for a valuable commnni* 
cation*— It is as folloYS* ^. 



Sir GelTs Pojoapeiaiia p, ^7. 
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Annie* Fraiieesc«e. JFUite. Unicas 
Quse* Octavum. Agens. Annom. ^re^. Indol^.^ 
'Cum. Parentales. Animos. Spe. Pasceret. Ehea. InanL 
Fafo. Acerbo. Prterepta. Sic. D. O. M. Visum. 
Occidit. Maii. VIU. Die. A. D. AL^DCCC. VII. 

Moerentes Posueraat 
Joannetf; Webb. A. M. In Hac, Ecdeaia. Aliqnandia^ S. V. JK 
Ft. Sara. Uxor. In. Diatomam 
Sui. Desiderii. £t. Puellae. AmabHls. Memoriam 

Punctuation U in ike old Classic^U Famif. of which «ec 
GruteTf Fleetwood and othere*. 

As to the Cliurcb-yai'il, Dr, Clsirke observes^ con* 

■ 

ceming certain tombs af Telmessus, that a Soros 
above answered the purpose of a Cenoiapbt for 
wb^eyer the ground was sufficiently cleared around 
them there appeared between the Soroi a vault. Such 
a mode of interment, he says, is still exhibited in 
all our English Cemeteries. It is a practice, derived 
from the Romans, and the form of their &rcophagus, 
may be noticed in almost every Church«-yard, %>C our 
island.^ There is a sTngnhirity however in this 
Churcb*yard. The north side is crouded with tombs, 
whereas in most other places, the South was the fa- 
vourite spot^ on. account oC having , the benefit of 
Paters and Aves from the padshioners, when coming 
to church. 



« Travels ui, d06. 
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In the Church*yard is a Cross^ commemorating the 
' nmigies of the Plague. Tiadition 'saysy that the 

Maikel was then held on Wilton Bridge* The Money 

was passed through a tab of water» and the -goods 
' were laid dowa to be conveyed away— The following 

«C€o<mt of the Births and Deaths for three years is 

recorded* 

1635. Births 62.. Burials ^ this last Year 34 were 

^buried Mar. 25. to July SI. 

'1836. Do. 46, Do. 72 > J? Aug. 107. Id Sep. 99. lu 

£ Oct. 46. From Nov. to Mar. 
163t. Bo, 23.,.Bo. 316lS»-29,..w Total 315. 

Upon the Chtiich-Toirer is a Clocks Sundials were 
not unusual upon Tombs. Trimalchion in Petrooius 
orders his moaument to be surmounted by a Sundiel^ 

that the eye of the Traveller willing or unwilling 
might be attracted to the inscription, recording his 
.name — The motive is now different. 

Formerly the Church was surrounded by the 
.fiish<4»?8 palace in the Prospect^ the Rector's in the 
jjoeadow below^ and the .Vicar'3 on the ojlher end of 
the Ohtuch. Tfaeresideiiee of the Chantry priests oe» 
cupied the site of the School on the north side.* Of 
%e Bishops palace before. The Vicarage (now the 
Rectory) still subsists. In 1635 it consisted of a 
House, Garden, ' Barn, Stable and Fold, The dwell- 
ing contained a hall, two parlours, kitchen, and 
aixteen other rooms and chambers, besides offices, f 



e Mr. Jeukui0. f ^» ^* P^<^* ^hr. Bond, £8^ 
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The Paisonage(a smaller buildiDg)was taken down in 
1793. After the Reformation, a Gnunmar school wma 
kept in the Chantry House, or old Churoh House. 
These were, la some places, a sort of Alms-houses 
erected for the benefit of poor rehgious persons^ who 
were to lead a devout life, and attend regularly the 
service of the Church, particularly that of the 
Chantry, and to offer up frequent prayers for the souls 
of the Fouuders. At the Reformation, these pions Edi- 
fices, not being considered in the number of religious 
houses, strictly so called, were either appropriated to 
the service of the ministers of their respective pambes, 
or nsed for schools, or retained as Alm^hoosea.* 
In other accounts, it is said, that these houses were 
intended, the lower rooms, as habitations for the poor; 
the upper rooms ( large } for holding law and the 
Manorial Courts, Vestries', and Markets every Sun* 
day morning, where all kinds of provisions were sold, 
as Buteher^s Meat, Meal, Cheese, Butter, and other 
necessaries. Here also the inhabitants had Ibek 
Ifusic and Dancing, as often as they pkased.f 



♦ Watkmfc's Bideford p. 
t WiUiams's Monmgutiishire app. p, 99^ 
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H E old Manuscript says, Rosse or Roos. 
signifies a Rock or Cliffe." Mr. Webb very properly 
disputes this etymon, for, in fact, roos^ signifies no 
more iban red^ the colour of the rock and soiL 

It appears (says Mr. Webb) that the Bishops had 
a wood of very considerable extent in the neighbour- 
hood, for it was destroyed for one mile in length by 
J&re. They had also the Chace» and the boundary 
was somewhere upon Penyard, which latter apper- 
tained in the reign of King Edward L to the King^s 
Forests. I pi esume, that the Chace extended over the 
^Goodrich road down towards the river^ for you hava 
Harbour Hill, so called to this day. They had also 
pools of some size; for besides the Extract from 
Trillec's Register I have seen a roll of Bp. Swinfield's 
in which mentioa is made of the layge pooU^ 

Thus Ml . Webb. Harbour was the term applied 
to favourite resorts at Deerf and there were persons 

employed in hart'hiuUmg called Harboiirers, who 



• Letter to the author, f GuiUim's Heraldry p. 169. 
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were to ^find out these harbours or places of conceal^ 
ineiit» fo ts to itnAorteur the deer, for castinfr tfaem 
oflF before the hounds.^ Of the hunting of Bishops, 
nothing need be said. The laige pool was probably 
that between Ross and 01 ton Courts not far from the 
earlier residence of the Bishops* 

The eailiest notice in the Harleian S. is the 
foHowing extract from the Register of 
Bishop Richard Swinfield, 

It. in<l. quod cum Das Mem. That when the 
£ps eiset apud Kos di^ lune Lord Bishop was at Roson 
pxime ante festimi sci Mat- the Monday next before the 
thi Apll anno Dui 1286 feast of St. Matthew the 
nator ejus cnmqvilmsdam Apostle, in the year of our 
homlnibns suis cucurremnt Lord 1286, his huntsmau 
In Chacia ana ibidem in with some of his men run 
Peniard et cepemnt ibi- in the Qiace there inPen- 
dem jarenem cervnm et enm yard, and toolL ' there a 
de cervo ipso et de loco in young stag, and innee a 
quo captus erat inter eos-j dispate ensued coucerniug 
dem venatores et forestarios^ that sta^, and the place, in 
reffis eeset dissentioi post- which tt was taken, between 
modum in absencia dni fae- the «is(hie' Itfontsmcfki and the 
ta fuit inquibitio cujus Kings's Foresters, afterwards 
transcriptom inferius con- in the Lord (Bishops) ab- 
• tinetor. Iniiaisitia facta aence ihi' Inqnisition was 
apud Hule Cnolle in die taken of which a transcript 
Jovis prox ant. festum sei is contained below — Inqui- 



• GentXemau^s Recreation p* p, 72. 75. 



Digitized by Coogl 



145 



H. it. I^w. fiitloii' t^etr Ht I^W Coolly 

CBeto%. Umkmmmtif, ttm^ iil)A;lMt<of St. lifatHiew iii 
^wrdeii). H«i^ Malojudl^ tlie. yeiur of Ktn^ Edward 
LonsreHope, Ecclerwall, [ffret] the fouMceiitti. Ira 
Dene, et ex eis' dtiodietsitt priaiis WflttM, ^(Moa^ 
"Mm legale* tl^M ^m^ HeetaMtte^ Bnmm^mmf 
WEbitlt fi^QraialMddtllttiiiP- Hopcc Mftloj^l,i L»iig)iope, 
iceToty et viridar. et alios Bccleswall,. Dene smd out 
minifltroB ei jurat, de Fo- of them tweWe men legally 
Mils. el>. IUa i e wu a.de eleeled^ and eiftiniaad bg^ 
inqoiiitio fit oaptitt ftierat GFnimlmtd' AanooTot, and 
infra Forestam an non? Et the t'erdnrers and other 
iplfia hoies Jnmt.ot exaimaat. ministers and jurors of the 
dizefvnt p. aaeBamentnni Foreat^ .wtiether that deet* 
t^od eaptus eieet ^tra eoncemingr wfiioH tlie fnquf^ 
^eatam^. ubi chacea Bni £pi sition was held, was taken 
«emper ee tHmaaeyerat, et below the Forest, or noil 

• "fiUat. opacordaTemat et xii And all' the ttea Betng: sworn 

♦ ■ * 

alee^i inde ia olhna ; undo andexamihiBd'aaiil*upon oatM 

Grtmbaldas eipostulavit qui that it was taken where the* 
fuerant ad illani Tonacionem Cliace of the I^cd Bishop 
lUimbeatifB et ▼illat, du^^ h^d been alwajaaecmptoraed 
. raatt qd. aeaciemnt wd.Fofr to* be; and the Tillagers' 
redtarii dixerunt W. de Che- ag;reed iuid the twelve men 
veiling, alienator V.Carecuag^ elected out of them in all 
de Heidejs* JRen. JB. S^^ points; Arora Whence Grim- 
MM Switif, £^^p: ST.. bald enquired^ who were 

At the hnnting of that beast, * 
aiidr the villagm^ said that 
the|(* did. not know ; but the 
Fbrs^ters said; wailam de 
' Cli»veiHll||^t^&aiitMiian| Yv 
Carecua^ and John de 
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^ti^izedl,, Royal Grant, Privilege, or Prescnpt.- 
ftXred from a>ttk, « beiog.uniaclosed.. and 

"Z^M ^ tTKi-g. amy.* H the D^r 

Would have been severely fined. 

In the BUhop had a trial with Walter Moton, 
. ii^ause he , .; ♦ 

dn.«i«nai» "'^i!? T taking away «Ye tw.4red 

Tidelet qningeut cerroB, H ,nd.)threc 
^nSnffent damw *t D1M«» ana ."«^..»t- . . . 
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and therefore they are to be hunted at any time''-— 
hut thesport went out of vogue.** There are (says the 
same work) no Roe-deer m England^ but there are 

plenty of them in Scotland.-f** • - 

There was a q^rel between this. Walter and the 
Bifliiop, foi^aoch agfressions were eommon nndietiYe 
.actions^ and the Bishop at the same thne§ sued him 
, for. taking away fisK, viz. Pikes, Trattes, Roche?, 
iMwhes^ fiares, Anguilles^ (Eels) &c« to the value 
of £20. The Jury find him guiity to the amount of 
JSA to the Bishop. ' - i 

In 1883 John Gil^eut^ then Bishop excommu^ 
nicates 

•^quomm personae spiritn certain persons, who inflam- 
diabolico infiammati anih^ias ed by the spirit of the dev^t 

1 coram in sponsaa xpl ereatas did not fear to sell their 
preeioslssime vendere non souls most pKcionsly crea- 
▼erentes. aiibores et lig^oa ted to be brides of Christ, 
de silva nostra de Rosse and cnt down and carried 
contractarunt, asportanuit trees and wood, from 

' aliiitnlemnt et boscos ejos- his w:ood of Ross, and set 
em sHvae per spacitim uuiiu fire to'it^W the space of a 
miliaris igne cremando con- mile, ' to the heavy danger 
sumpferunt, la grave ani- of tUeir own souis, a per- 
mafpm luaram periouluui ^nieioos example , to otbei]^, 
aliorum peraiciosum exem- and irreat loss and dam* 
plnm ct nrum prejudicium ag^e to the said Bishop, 
et dampnum non modieiitm et 
gravamen Scc.^«l]f Ti;i72eep Id. 

■ • 

t Id. p. 85. § Placed. Westm.37. Ed.iii.rot. 29. de Banco. 
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Ju IS&dlUi^ Bishop iias cDuliaiiaiLoii .of St&e ^amo 
ia RooBi, Ace. and ia the jean ibUeviiyi the Betfi 
and CliajUer of .U^xefoul have assize of MoMd aad 
Beer» and other libci<if8iaftoiai» JkCm* 

'the Jfafleian Mannftf iipt ikus jsQctibis^ ^ The 
tfteyally wi AnMMe ^itf Ami «did kuig liae 
aiipficftttDe note the See iif Henefiurd, and SRae m 
iMoell of the tirade cff the BUK>p«ohe« :i»al«it la 
sported that Oneeae £lanibedi idid Iriceit Urnm the 
Stefaeiiiacke i>y e rthaa ge, whifch iriiice*ikath 
taiaed to the Devereaxes Earls of faeez, and ^Vuk 
counts Hereford^ till v^ithin these 12 jfe^rs by the 
death of the late Robert Earl of Eseex^ [who died 
Sep. 14 lG46t] want of i»sueof his body it went 
lohieMteiahy oae af which it eame to tb/tMuq/Momm 
#f fiariCocd* It Ss a laaamr ; ia ii mUnm Cafim, 
MdVMfenU'' 

Thus the accoum ^alLeii in the year Bidiop 
ISeoiy is i»id to lia^e been the persoa, who ree^Mid 
it to the CcpwD. FuHer says of hiai Sure J[ Amil^ 

C4n^eMS0r ts<a JSmni 'without (Afaityideai, F.] ta 4ie 
dayes of Qaeeii Mary, bat is aeeased eflemards to be 
gniUy of Oppt^uims^ M^oriism aod $ym€atits^ 



♦ %tt, Trellic. p. p. 10. 18, le. 
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SO that di BiU was put up against him in the Starr 
ehambeTj couteyning matter enough, not only to 
disgrace^ but to degrade him if prosecuted. But be 
bought out his innocenre with his money.'** The 
Queen was notorious for compelling the Bishops to 
exchange Lands for Tythes, and no doobt took foil 
advantage of Scory's cbaracten 

The Manor now consists of mere tolls, the 
estate having been parcelled out. 

The Harl^ian M. S«.8ays CoL Harley informed, 
that it [Ross] elected Burgesses fof pailiaraent an«^ 
ciently/* Mr. Jenkins communicates, that Adam de 
la More and Thomas le Mercer were returned to Par- 
llamentt as Burgesses for Ross 33. Ed. iii. The 
Townsmen have been accused of selling this privilege 
to Weobly; but at this period, they bad not^the 
means of so doing if they had wished it ; for long 
after, in 1411, and 1459, the King nominated the 
members, by letters under the privy seal addressedi 
ta. the> Sberi£b«t .The Undersheriff at the election of 
Knights of the Shire for Norfolk writes that he 
means to make his return, after the sufficient or nlim^ 
her of votes, though he at the same time bints, that . 
it is not entirely as he shall please, but.as the High 
Sheriff shall direct. § As to Towns, the Recorders,, 
were commonly the Representatives. . . . 

* Church Hist. B. ix. p. 178 
t: Andrews I. pt. 2;p. p. 19. 149. ' § Paston Lett. iU. 432. 
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A leUer'of the fifteenth Century says, ^Sir^ labosr 
» U> Abe Meyor ^at J^ibu Dam WUliam Jmajt 
be Burgesses ibr the Cetj« of Norwich. Telle tbem 
Un* be «iaj^ be Ihat as well w Yoi^ge j(tbe Aef aider] 
is ef£dsi0W(, or the Recordour is of Londoo. And 
u tb^ Jftecandapr p( Covstitm Air th^ .CU^ 4d 
CoTentre; and it is in many places in Ingland.*** 
Tbi&ve was AO Recorder at Rosa; jsnd the jisturn as 
stated 33* Ed. iii. W9S m dgnbtj a.mexe act of royal 
pleajiufej founded on circumstanceSf now unknown; 
and little regarded by a Colony of Blackstniths, the 
general profession of the Town from Ib^ faU of 
,ArijConiam to the days of C^mden.il* 

The isarlifist mention of ^e oseation ct ihfi place 
into a Market town is a cbarter lof <8tepben» wbe wnt 
4ben at Baiefoii)» and Iktight bare moliires 0£ f^icy 
in 4be measure. A copy of the original .granlS ia 
bere wadded. 

Stephaanst Itez Aagtiae, Steplien, Kfagr of Bnglaad 
Infltic «t Btmn el VSe el to bis Jap tteiaiies,' BMione, 

og^nilmA Mmkrtr Franc Sheriffs and all his officers, 
ct An^l de IJerefoi^ipcir Normaa an4 English u£ 
Sal. Sciatid qd concedo Ro- Herefordshine, Health .Kuow 
berto lBp9 fleref. Iiatbere thai I grant to Robert [de 
WWftiMMteBiaa diem/oy$8 SetDo] Bishop of Hereford 

♦ Id. 158. t Britamua, 

§ From Mr. bond's S. Brieni th€ Witness, was 
a bitter enemy if Stephen ^see JOugd, JBaronage Ac.) »o 
that t^e charter mufit take 4a,te ^ter ik^s fiaal concord 
In His. • 
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AqpliflMUW in Maami^ iolijiT« a Mari^et on Hum. 
fno de Rom, et precipio qd day evwry week mhis Manor 

omnetTli^res illue euntes et of Ross^ and I order that 
inde redeitntes jmrte h^ant all persons g-oing- and cotn- 
m^mafumm ^^piidllewiw<t tag "Srom «beiwe hare my 

' In 124© VAti$; Henry III. renews the grant of the 
HaAet, and a fair on the Vigils Day, and Morrow 
cf St. Margaret.* In 1635 the Fairs were held on 
Aasension day, Jvij 25» Aag. 15 and Sept, 14»t 
Now 4he dayft are'Tbnrsday triPter the 16th of M ardh 

eaJled a Great Market, Ascension day, June mat* 
Jdly 120th. Thnrsday after October lOth, and 
fieoember lltb. 

> 

4 

The Mayoralty was a more (roubletfome oiEce in 
mpient Aimeg, than it js qow. Thtase was ^craetiy 
a Walter Moton alias Merton BayKff of Rosae with 
the BuiK^'^^ ^^^^^ i^^B^ coiBjrn ^^sealo of ihe 
Towne of Rosse,§ which common se^I appears to 
bave iieen a jSpdg of iioacnOiarjr f lom B^h far the 

jiame of the town, and the Uedicalioo of the Ciiurch 
la tlw Visg^ Mary* The aasaolt ^ this Maii^« 
Ancestor of the j^ame upon the Demeans of 
Bishop (as before mentioned) shows him to have been 
Ae leader of a Town Quarrel ; and the Bailiff of a 

t Hopton^a C^fictf^aiiAde of years' p. p, 178, 7. 
t Mr. Jenkim. 
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Manor was formerly of such consequence, that he 
was a Vice«roy of the Lord, and in the absence of 
the latter, even the King's Writs were addressed to 
hin.^ The folmer Walter Moton had probaWjr been 
turned out of office, under the Bishop of the daj, 
who was not popular enough to cheek his resentment. 
We find in the reign of Henr. Y. a John Brog;ge« 
gentleman* Mayor, and so we may a Nobleman^ 
Churchwarden at the present day; but without a 
charter of Incorporation, the office of Mayor is void 
of dignity. Under the restrictions and oppressions 
of feudal government, tolls tlnd assizes, ai^ weights,, 
and measures, and licenses of baking and brewing, 
the officers eonid not be respectable men ; and in 
after times the office became nominal; that of a 
constable without the- personal labour. The old 
English Catch-poll is the Welch Ceispwl, the Anglo- 
Saxon hcscepol^ and the snbseqnent Cace-pof/us, the 
person who collected the Lord's manerial dues,t and 
the Capitularies of Charlemagne, says of these 
Catch-poles, Reves, Mayors or Baylifis of Manors, 
that ihey are not to be chosen out of more powerful 
men, .bnt of faithful men in middle life.$ 

In 1646, on.acconnt of a cjaim then, made by Sir 
John Brydges, Lord of the Manor of Wilton, to a 
place called the -Dgcky the parochial' bonndariea^ 

t Oacaoge v. Caceponiis« l.Id« v« M€^€$ ViOarum^. 



Digitized by Google 



153 

«ei»UlUB. Of »liis pfirambulalion, BO original »• 
cord « knowtDltai JMaMl^ypWAk^tdws 
of .U, in piirate hands ; *ll of them protedlgr 
incomptotf, »djuljiidg«d Kittutam»^aa»»^»» 
QOtjnvpactad ,by cwofaipondent usage. It •BP««« 
however that the jmall Joeal eWm then eat 4* .hf 
•£ir JlohnArydge^, ma tSkOmX^ da£eated l?y that 
Aurvejr* 

Among the notftfte platea utiexHA-te^ thoia 
old Pefambdatwa, f ** The Goat-hi^e " and 
« The Chspelimk." The former «aa coBtigaoua 
to The «a«id-tKe Fial4. *ew»liP«««la »f 
Xaad, now ti»e estate gf *It. Amos Jooe*, «• 
Uto pnaetrt day, eattad ^* JUm^SatAmntm ^mm, " 
T«adUM)0 MiKWia that <CiOtats were ibrmeily k^t 
.Jmk, bftlonging 10 Ihe Ibwfead. 

By *• TAf GoqMl Oai " i» «nde«toiBd Arifl^naDy, 
an aacieot Oak within Penyard Park» and mhidi 
waa the aeknowledged tewuiary there* ot the 
ishea of Jl(K8 aod Weston, and beneatli whose 4diada 
in the perambnlatioaa of Rosa, the Priest put on 
bis vestments, ie4d a portion of fhe Gospel, and 
gareliis Benediction: and the caiapany sit down 
sod regded. 

The«ld Tim having i^m ^ Awn «r ewe to 
4ecay, tun» beyood memory, and the nepleet «f 
erderiy p(Brwdi«llitinBa«ftertl»« Jleli^^ J»fi»i 
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been of loti^ ufandingr towards the close of tfae 
seventeenth century (when Weston was severed from 
theReetory of Bodbj ihe Gospel Oak bad become 
doubtful; and, what was surprising^ the testimonies 
as to the spot wliere it bad stood, differed very ex- 
tensively^ and in point of evidence, no dependance 
could be placed on them. Hence« theqaestion' of 
boundary, after a chancery suit, was finally by the 
two lucumbents, submitted to aibiiratiofl, in the 

,y«nr 171». • .. 

*' In the ptrochial walk, -the' junietioii of Ron with 

Weston, commences at ' the Stool of an Oak, which 
'gf4m over a spriogp, m tfae^botl^m of a little meadow 
called « The F/axridge] in Penyard. This spring 
was ycaterated of 4>Id» and fonnerly boiled out, but 
is now a silent rivulet. The Oak here, was large 
and handsome. 7%i>, trnd fione o/Aer, is now re- 
garded as the real Gospel Oak, and the jpraciice of 
-T^dingy in the pei^smbulation, a poilioii of the Holy 
Gospel, by the Minister of Ross in his Surplice, is 
continued at this spot, to the present time* 

** The Flaxridge consecrated by the observance 
of ages; while it confirms to memory the identity of 
the boundary, allures the mind to contemplatiou* 
Skreened by the moontain groves, the grassy dell at 
one end rises to the mazy path, and on the other 
greets the opening vale« In this' lone sublimity-^nt 
this spring-^nd beneath this oak^ rested Mr. Kyrle^ 
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with the reverend Thomas Rosse^ then Curate of 
Ross, and the parishioners (including Bojs of the 
blue-coat school) in perambulation on the 31st of 
May, nod* . . , . 

Mr. Rosse being vested, the company reverently 

uncovered as he uaciasped ihe sacred volume; and 

# ' • 

vhe're the book chanced to open,., he began to read. « 

The tradition of that interesting moment is preserved, 
wbieh infers tl^e Igenitin^ piety of The Man of 
Ross^ *^:_ Re .stood near to the...Miiiister, and as 
thel residing proceeded, was observed raising his hat 
to his face to K^onceal — his Tekipsl Ihe portion of 
Scripture iiiii^%early the whole of- the 4tfa chapter 
of the jgospel according to St. Johiu'lMa^ the scenery 
seemQd^.4Si§Qj(jAtft^th^the su^ ir^m lord and 
the Woman of Samaria. 

The procession bad provisions in a Basket, and 
bottI#8 .af Cyder ; .b^t.iJ^flC^:*Jrie dipped a wooden 
Can in the W^U.^qd drank of the spring. On^ of 
the., ^(i.u^cltiw^dens, (a Mr. Maddocks) expressed a 
fear that Mr. Kyrle might take cold, No, " fe* 
plied the good old Man, whai we have just been 
listening to, has made my heart warm / ^'f 

• There is 'ani original memorandimi of this perambula* 
tion extant, among the Parish papers, at Ross, having 
the signatares of Mr. Rosse, Mr, Kyrle, the Church* 
wardensi and others preseut. t Xaform* Mr, T, Jenkins* 
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JBir. 



EVANS > —Evans Canon of Herefl»rd, AkMmmk 
ROSS. J :p 



lliehard. M. D. Baptized = Catha^ftc ^ 

. at* Fownhope, married' V IWTr: Thomas Mynd ^ 
St: BriOvUvir, U?i»g.itt the Family 
1821. _____ eaq, of Heptiand. ^ . 



1 1 I I 1^ I r I I 

iS^fUL Richard. Xlaii^iUcr*. MWia. 

/ottm Student of Ra|^. GUiflHii* 

Thomas. IfV^' 

Heaw weleim. 



Hie ftmllj: «f BBOQSBS ftQ»%. oC hIimi Mi^ 
SMiquel Phil^ol Brook^e SargipoB. is heie rewdenti, 
te. descended fton VkUleoltw«Mn(Btliii^ BM^hteyim 
tlM. eomitj of GlonoesMii a bimchi oC ike aemenlile 
Sir EhiUpotfr of litandtai^ mMU iv^ BistaQ^ ia. 
the reiffa eft KNT. iUclwd Sttd*. 
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THE Manor of Ross Foreign extends over pari of 
the Parish, which is out of the Borough, and a 
£reat part of the Parish of Walford. 

The principal Manor and Estate is that of Rudhall^ 
long the seat of a family named from the place, a 
•certain token of high antiiiuity.* The pedigree is 
unfortimately lost, hut Mu Jenkins has kindly sup^ 
plied some scattered particulars. The Rudhales are 
said to have descended from the Anglo-Saxons, and 
had heretofore a large estate of nearly £. SOOO per 
annum reserved rents, but it was greatly diminished 
before the^ resetit family succeeded; and the residue 
was then divided among the issue of the daughters, 
with preference 1*0 Westfaling descended from Ihe 
ehlest«-— The Westfalings 4ire also of high family^ 
The line spring's from the Herberts of Osfordshire; 
allied to the £ai*Is of Pembroke. John Herbert, 
a knight of the order of St, John of Jerusalem, on 
the dissolution of that order by Henry Vlil. went 
beyond the seas, and took upon him the name of 
Westfalittg. This John bad a son, a student of Christ 
Ohurch Oxfoid, who embiacing the reformation, fled 
abroad iu the reign of Queen Mary. He, adopting 

* Cainden^s Remains, p, lU. 

P 
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the course of his father eafled himself Ileibeit 
^Vestfaliog [He was tbQ first Bishop of Oxford. F.] 
and translated to Hereford, [in which see he died 
in 1602. F.] He married Asa daughter of Bishop 
Bai loe, by whom he had issue a son and four daugh« 
ters* The son was Herbertt who married Frances 
daughter of William Rudhale of Rudhall, and whose 
.descendants on failure of the Riidbales, tocceeded to 
that Estate* The Seat is an inletesting relic of an- 
tiquity, becanse earlier than 156?» when says Fniier, 
began beautiful buiidlDs^s in England, as to the 
generality thereof, whose Homes were bat Homely *" 
before, as small and ill contrired, much timber being 
needlessty lavished upon them. But now many most 
rigular pieces of Architecture were erected,"^ While 
tht ancient character still exists, there are also ele- 
gant additions and decorations, in liie m/klem or* | 
namental stile, so that the whole fonns^ very curious 
.and gratifying ensemble. The House and Estate i 
are now vested in the H^ir General, Mis. Mary ] 
Westfaliog, widow, f My'.* Jenkins fonnd the fol- i 
lowing in an oiigiual paper. It is very much in the 1 
style of Leland. I 

** Mayster Rudhale hath a fayre Chappell in bis i 
Mansionn of Rudhale, dedic. to Sancte Katharin, | 
and well sculptored, whereof the officiaty ng Gierke of | 
Brampton Abbott hath the Altarage as Chaplyn 
theare. 

♦ Church Hist. B. ix. p, 188. t before p. 133 seq- 
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Heare are djrvers Kataria Weells placed ArmoriaU^ 

and also the moUo la Domino Confido.'* 

The Chapel was taken down by the late Mr. 
WesifaliDg. The site is atill coDsidered ia the parish 
of. Brampton Iho* mrrounded bj Ross. 

The Cleeve is a good estate, belonging to Philip 
Jones, Esq. who married Ann, daughter of William 
Hutcheson, whose wife Sarah, was daughter and heir 
of Robert Kyile, son of Vandervort Kyrle, to whom 
the Man op Ross, devised the estate. 

Other genteel families, in alphabetical arrangement^ 



Aveline George, £sq. , 

Mouni-pletuant, 
Compton Richard, Esq. 

GUmeester'nmtL 
Coeke J.. Esq* CXtaM^AiMCJie. 
Harvey Mrs. Orer-rois. 
Hill Joe« Baq, Lincoln, 
Holder Rey. R. K. 



1 1 Holder J. BAq,HailmarsK. 
Jones J. Y. Esq. 3ferriyfate.^ 
Jones A. Esq. Tudor MU* 
Nonrse Mn, JS^^mmi^ 
Faimer Miss, Diucniore, 
Russel E. Esq. Jiw Villa* 
Searle — Esq. ^(Mi4iHlp«« 
Trusted Mrs. Springfield. 



* This branch of the Joneses of Garthf^enan, settled 
here within the last century, by a marriag'e with the 
2f ""^^^SJ? Yonge— is lineally descended, in the male line, 
mm Tador Trevor, Earl of March and Hereford, and 
throug^h him from the henetofure Kings of Powis and of 
Wales. The family Pedigree, now in posBession of Mr. 
John Yong-c Jtmes, be^nns with Cadell DcyrDlIug-, Kinir 

^^'^ ^^^^ biiiit and resided at 

Whittitiglon Castle, near Oswestry, 
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Walfmd. The author ebuses, from knowing^ 
that nothing authentic can possibly be given respect* 
ing- descent, of property, without acctjas to itcuid, to 
coDtine himself to unpublished and genuine matter. 

The Bishops of Hereford were before the conque&t,* 
the undoubted Lords of this liamlet of Ross; bat at 
the compilation of Doomsday survey, there was not 
a Gentleman in the place. The Tenure by Knight* s 
Service however implies this raiik ; and presuming, 
with tlfe learned Roger Gale, that Richard de Bel- 
meis, Bi&ho^i of London, who died May 4th, 11G2, 
compiled the Black Book of the Exchequer;* poblish* 
ed by Hearue;! Hugo de Walford, who at that time 
held a Knight*s fee under the Bishop, was the first 
person of gentililial lank in the place. There was 
howem one subordinate contemporary family; the 
Yeemes ( as in Old Deeds) . not Yems. They are 
' st:ited, in an Epitaph in the Church, to have held 
the Howl Estate (now belonging to Mr. Thomas 
Williams) for several hundred years, and the Male 
line to have terminated on the death of Edmond 
Vem in 1707, who left an only daughter Elizabeth. 

Robert Kyrle appears in the Chancery Deed of 
1614, the only Kyile dignified with the title of 
Esquire, if the inscription quoted be correct* Ha 



* Biog^. Britaua. ii. 16a. £d. d» t i* P* 
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had a son, or relative of the same name, yfiZi 
Robert Kyrie, Esq, Lord of the Manor ( as saya a- 
flat-stone] who was buried Oct. 2nd, 1669 aged 51, 
ifbeieaft the Pedigree before quoted, * meDlbos a. 
James Kyrle of Walford Court, High Sheriff of 
the Cmnty in 1629, ahbongh the CbttQeecy Deed 
speaks of only Robert Kyrle, Esq, and William 
Kyrle, Gent, as Itvhi; in the place; and if Robevt 
Kyrie died in 1669 aged 51, f and the inscription be 
correct, he eooMi not be the Robert Kyrle of 1614. 
It appears to the author, that the vafrious branches 
of the Kyrlea, have been jambted all together infsa^ 
one line. Of one fact he is certain, that the Parish^ 
Registers were not consulted^ for a blank is lefk for 
the christian name of the second wife of Robert 
Kyrle, and under J one 22, 1662, is this entry of 
Bttiiai Mildred, wife of Robert Kyrle, Esq." Ad-^ 
mitting the ancientry of the Kyrles, (first Crull) at 
WaUbrdf of whkh these is little reasoD to> doubt, the. 
Abstract of the Title-deeds of Walford Court say,, 
thai die estate passed by failare q£ Heirs male, aiter 
1689, to the Gwyllims of Langston, through a female 
heif ;§ that in 1747 an Act was passed for sale of the* 



e Heeth^. 17« t ^%ere is noBiich burial in the Register. 

§ The Parish Register says — 1689 Sep. 1^; William* 
GwylUm Jun. of the ParJuih of Uangarren, Gent^ and* 
Madam Elizabeth Kyrle were manied jger ilaent*- 

« 
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estates of Robert Gwyllim, Sen. and Robert hia sod, 
in virtoe of which the estate was sold 10 Aug. 1751, 
to certain Trustees for John Clarke of the Hill, 
with Goodrich ferry, &c. &e* and thus descended 
to Mrs, Jane Clarke of very amiable and liberal 
mraiory* — Alice, daughter and heir of aWalter Kyrie 
is said to have taken the Old Hill in marriage to 
Christopher €^iriie. This is very probable ; but the 
deed of 1614 proves the estate to have been incon- 
siderable. Success ( according to tradition ) of 
speculation in Clover seed, introduced into England 
by Sir Richard Sutton in enabled the Clarkes 

to realize a fortune, by which they successively 
enlaiged their estate to a considerable amount. 

Walfoed Cuuax was certainly at one time a 
superb residence. Tradition says, that it was fbr- 
tihed by Col. Kyrle; (of whom elsewhere*]^ in the 
eiipil Mrs of Charles I, It is still a very curious spe- 
cimen of a residence well adapted to resist a coup 
de main. It consists of a succession of walled courts 
commanding each other, and there is no approach to 
the bouse,* but under direct and flanking fires, from 
behind wails, and outrhouses. In the orchard, be- 
hind the house, is a mount, probably once hollow, 
as at Oxford, for a magazine,, upon which a cannon 
might be placed for discharging grape. At present 

• 

U IS a m^re Juimus ; and has yielded its ancient 

♦ Wye Tour. 
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glory to a large mansion called New Hill Court, 
built by the hospitable and beuevoleut family of 
Clarke. . 

The next considerable estate is that of 

Bishop's Wood. In .the year 1614, in conse-- 

qaence of an altereation, a deciee of Chancery was* 
made, of which the following^ is the subslance. 
Bishop's Wood, containing by estimation 2000 acres, 
was formerly part of the waste lands of the Manor of 
Ross Foreign, which Manor, in the year mentionedy 
belonged to the Earl of Clanricard, Lady Frances 
bis wife, and Robert £ail of Essex, and the free- 
holders of Walford enjoyed the right of common of 
pasture and estovers thereon. In the same year, an 
agreement was made between the said noble parties, 
and the freeholders, by which the former took one 
half of the eommon in lieu of their manerial rights, 
free from all right of common and estovers thereon; 
and released to the freeholders, the other moiety, as 
their absolute property, instead of their commonable 
rights on the whole, free from all claims^of themselves^ 
' and all other owners of the Manor of Koss Foreign* 

Jnr^r ahai the decree says « tfasat the iVee* 
holders shall have, hold, and enjoy the other half 
and residue of the said ground or wood, ' called^ 
Bushappe's Wood, and the wood thereupon growh^: 
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with the apportenanceg, wilhimt the lett or iolev- 

raplion of the camplaiDantes or any claiming froiii^ 
by, or under them, or any of them/' This agree- 
ment was confirmed by decree in Chancery made in 
Trinity Term 1614. The part in severalty now 
belongs to John Partridge, £8q. who has elegantly 
ornamented a mansioii in a sequesieted spot» now 
oeevpied by Mrs. Ives^ the mother of his Lady. The 
Goramon or Freeholders* portion has been lost, by 
Bntrepli^as enehwnres of the poor. Bnt old vestcy 
books show raaiierial rights to have been exercised 
by the Freeholdeis* The Chancery deed leeitea the 
names of the Freeholders m 1614, Sir John Scu- 
damoffe» of Homlaeey, Knight; John RadhaU» sf 
Rudball, Eiq.; Robert Kyrle, of Walford, Esq.; 
William Scudamoce, of Ballinghani, Esq-; Mm 
Stratford, of Walford, Esq.; John Markey, of 

Walford, Gent.; WU&amKyilet of Watfonl, Gsnt«; 

« 

John Dewe, and Lumley Dewe, of Walford, Gents.; 
Anthony SimlfMfd» of Wdford, Gent«; Mmogaietl 
Rndball, tbe younger, of RudhaU; Richard Clarke, 
Ednmnd Yeeme, Walter HarriB^ James Hardwwke, 
James Smith, JobnCroose, Thomas Griffiths, Robert 
Richaidesy John Sipprance» John Morton, and John 
Seymor all of Walfocd^ Yeomen; u mostijjr Old 
English YeommHf oecopying their own estates, and 
living in plenty an4hQspita&ljf« Only, iwm n tfamt 
were tenants^. 
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'CowdCftT (or Colbry) the next cotisiderabte estate, 

lon^ in the Bonds, passed with Elizabeth ouly child 
of Richard Bond in 1736 to her husband Gabriel 
Ijanger; and was sold by their son John Lord 
Coleraine in 1775, to Charles Trusted father of 
Immanuel Trusted, who resold in 1813 to Henry 
Bamett, Esq. who has built a handsome house, and 
resides here. 

. ' ^ ^ Ann danehter of — Rye 

Hen&y Barnett Esq. == j^gq. marr. at Bathwick. 

I 

iVaices. EUzaketh. Thomas. William. Ann. Frederick. 
Henry, 
twins* 

ALL BAraZBD AT WAUORD. 

' But the chief family in blood, and public benefac-i 

tions was thQ fitiatioidft*^ 

John Stratford, somnmied to Parbaweiit 13. £d« 
ii. ann. 1320 was father of 'Sir Stephen Stratford, 
who by Elizabeth iajgiHer i^f Robert Lord Mon- 
cbaust of Ireland, was father of John, who by Maud, 
daughter of Sir ^tlenry Omf of Nottinghamshire, 
was father of lleniy, who by Marg. daughter and 
heir ft Ratytf Lottdaine, Esq. (whose mother was 
Isabel daitghter aud heir df Sir Richard Harwell) 
MfttfMwttlor iMIf , who by EUzabeth daughter of 
J^Mi^St^ifliartth of Staffordshire Esq. was father of 
by Catherine daughter and heir of Bsnry 

• The same family, as Stratford of Favacste in Glou- 
cestershire : but the' Pedigree here quoted mi pplies the 
ei^er descents, \yauting in m* 3* HafL olTit 
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Eaton, Esq. (by Catharine daughter and co-heir of 
Thomas Langley 2nd. son of Sir H. Langley Knight) 
was father of Robert^ who by Ann daughter of 
Richard Atwood of Staffordshire, Esq. was father of 
Richard who by Frances daughter of Thomas 
Kirkeby Esq. was father of John, who by Marg. 
daughter of Richard Howell, Esq. was father of 
William (2nd. son) who by Joyce daughter of Richard 
de Laniott, was father of William, father of Ferdi- 
nando of Walford^ who by Ursula dr. and coheir of 
John Hereford, Esq. was father of John, who by 
Barbara daughter of Edmund Rous Esq. was father 
of Robert of Walfordy who by Hester daughter of 
Robert Williams, Esq.^rs^ wife had issue William,^ | 
who died young, and Ann wife of John Hooke o£ 
Crooks, Gloucester&hiiie, and by Martha daughter 
of William Strachy St^T2nd4 wife, had issue. John, 
Martha, Hester, Mary, hnd^^ElizabethJ^ Robert 
Stratford, Esq. died 1G75 ; and' his son John, bapt. 
May 21, 1664, (Willie Collin^^ Gent, of Dpton 
Bishop, having married Mary thiVd sister of this 
John Stratford) devised the Whithall Estate by will 
dated 27 May, 1736, to the issue of hl>^ sister by 
the above William Collins, in whose descendants 
it still remains. One of whom has been High Si'?.eriff 
for the County. The old Mansion still exists aV^d 
has manifest relics of ancient dignity. % 

♦ Trom an illuminated Pedigree penes J. S. CoUidf, Esq, 
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The BoLLEN and Goughton anciently the estale 
of the Chinns and Seymem, mw belongs to Mis. 
Nourse, an ancient iamiiy in the Neighbourhood. 
Tfie Bollen Farni'^HoQseis a revpt elable old dwelliu^ 
of delightful situation, A good house at Coughten 
is occupied by Miss Charlotte Strong, sister of the 
Rev. Robert Sirong,. Rector of firampton Abbots. 

Nsw^HoTOB is the property of S. WvCoBipton, 
Esq. and has been recently purchased of Thomas 
TroiiBoer, Gent* the lessee of the impropriation. 

^ Christ. Bond, Esq. of the ancient and opulent family 
of Bond, of Newland in Gloucestershire, resides 
.here, and has an only daughter Marianne. 

* 

The Paddock was the estate of the old Free- 
holders the Crooses. Harris's was sold about ten . 
years ago. 

Old Hill, the old re^sidence of the Clarkcs is 
DOW tenanted Jbj John Dean, Esq« 

There is a Castellum» or Exploratory Post near 
Howl Farm to the Camp at Penyard on the Chase. 
On Feb. 17, 1813 the Cbnieh-spire was destroyed 
by a tremendous storm of Lightaing* The support- 
ing tower remains, and stands on one side of ^he 
Churchy apparently because it was erected subse- 
quently to the Nave, with the existing West end of 
which, it was not deemed desirable to interfere. A 
Chapel at Coughton was pulled down not many years 
ago^ and near Coughton Turnpike was a Cross. 



Digitized by Google 



168 

Any man who chuses it has as much light to 
mention himself in a book upon paper as in a Church 
upon marble. I shall not trouble my children with 
the latter expence, but after the example of other 
County Historians, correct and enlarge the account 
published in the History of Gloucesterdiire, Val. i. 
p. 407^. ii* Emendations. 

In Staffordshire is an ancient village or hamlet, 

called 1 orsbrooke, or Foss-broc, and io or about 
the year 18C^, there still subsittedat that plaeein 
obscurity, a family oi the name of Foisbrooke, of 
Forsbrooke, manifestly descended from the very 
earliest ancestors, lu an ancieut charter* which 
mentions the donation of the church of WoUefoid 
to the Priory of Roucester, iu the courity of Staf- 
ford, by William Basset, three of the witnesses are 
Osbertde Fo^esbroc, and Walter his brothers. The* 
is probably a typographical mistake for r,f and the 
name should under that circumstance be corrected 
into Poresbroc, as the name of the Village is Fors* 
brooke, which again was synonymous with Fosbroke. 
In. the Epitaph of John Fosbroke, Esq. of 1C02, and 
the Pari^ Register, of .^iddlebury under the yeai^ 
1584, 1585, attd'lSOl the name is spelt Fosbroke, 
but in 1635 Foi^tbrooke occurs^ and again Fosbrooke; 
a barbarism, like Pembrooke for Pembroke, But 

* Dugdale s Mouasticon ii. 269. Ed. 1st, 

..^J^ J^^'c qi.otefi the Church is called at top 
na</eford, below VVoc/elord, 
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tbere It a stMngr circumstantial evidence, that tbU 
Osbert and bis biothen were the ancestors of the 
^nbsequent Fosbrokes. Their attestation to the 
Charter quoted* shofts, that they wete members of 
the establishment of this William Basset. Now the 
Northamptonshire Estates hereafter mentioned, were 
held under Ralph Basset of Draiton, and the Pa* 
ramountship passed to the Staffoi ds ; Thomas, Earl 
of Stafford, being, 14 Ric. ii. (anno. 1390) found 
one of the coheirs of Ralph, last Lord Basset of 
Draiton, being son of Hujfli, son of Ralph, son of 
MaiTgaret. sister of Ralph Basset, father of Ralphs 
father x)f the said Ralph, who diad (he preceding year* 

In these early periods, it may be kid down as a 
*ah; subject to very ftw exceptions, that (as ,iu the 
Scotch and Irish Clans,) the membm of noble esta- 
blishments, were allied to the head of the family, 
and mostly derived tfae estates, of which they were 
subinfeudists, by donation as being i^laUvea; for 
younger brothers lived servante to the elder. There 
was then little or no putipha^ing, except by the 
Abbies Mid Bishofs, who might be said to have 
been the only monied capitaljsU in the reahn.f 

* Inquin. p. mort. ia CampbeH's Stafford 
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Through Ais early ednnexioii with the Ba8$et fa? 
mily, and the probable enfeofiFment by Ihem of the 
Fosbrokes, on the Battel Northhamptonshiie estates, 
the principal branch of the family removed to 
Cranford St. Andrews, in the connty mentioned. 
Accordingly, in 1392, Richard Clowne and John 
Fossebrok, are found to hold of Thomas, Earl of 
Stafford, two knights fees in Barton Segrave, Rauntes 
and Cranford.* This John Fossebrok presented to 
the living in 1391, and a Margaret Fossebrok in 
1403. She was, Iheiefore, in all probability^ widow 
of John. 

This John Fossebrok left issue, another John 
Fmebrok. 

In 1412 John Towere of Barton Segrave, re- 
leased to John, son and heir of John Fossebrok and 
Maud his wife, and their heirs, all his right to the 
lands and tenements in Cranford and Barton Segrave, 
which the said John Fossebrok the father possessed, 
by grant of Richard Clowne and Agnes bis motber.f 
He, John Fossebrok the son, died in 1418, He 
manied Matilda or Maud, a lady of the noble house 



♦ Inq. p. mort. Tho. Earl of Stafford, 16 Ric. ii,— 
Bridgeb's I<^orthampton8hlre p. 227. 

t Close rolls 14. Henr. iv. m. 10.— Correctly quoted, as 
Appears froia search, by Bridges. 
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♦ 

of Siaffiirdy Dukes of Bnckingham,* who was^ after 

her husband's death, [dry] nurse to King Henry VI. 
Hompbry Earl of Stafford being one of that King*8 
Guardians. She was then in her widowhood. She 
presented to the living in 14^8, and lies buried with 
her husband at Cranford* It was formerly a matter 
of striet etiqnette to have for royal infants a mHAj 
descended narsey and the practice is said to have 
been first waved in the case of his late Majesty, Geo*. 
lILf The effigies of her husband in armour, and 
herself \n elegant costume^ still appear on a brass 
plate in the Church of Cranford^ with an Epitaph, 
printed in Bridges, stating the above particulars, 
and now afanost obliterated* 

The above John and Maud had issue^ Edwards, 
or Gerrard, of Crcaiford.^ 

This Edward, or Gerrardf married Dorothy^, 

daugliter of Robert Dreicell, of Little Gedding, 
co« Huntingdony and by her had issue Rober^\ [not 
John, as Bridges, kc^J 

* Informat. of the Rev. iStebbing Shaw, Historian of 
Staffordshiro, and the Claimants of the Stafford Barouy« 

•f Percy Anecdotes p. 8. Joinville (i. 116) saySj that 
the King^a nurses in sickness were ladies. 

^ Visitat.of Northamptonshire/or 1566, in the College of 
^rms p. 39. Uarl. M. S. S. 1467 fol. 27. b. and 1553 fol. 38*. 

n Harl. M. S. 8. and Bridges, uU rapra. 

e.2 



Digitized by 



173 

In the inqoiaitkm post mortem taken on the deaih of 
John, eldest son and heir of this Robert, is the ioU 
lowing account of the marriage and issue of Baberi^ 
ncorrectly stated in the Harleian M. S. S. and 
Bridges. 

ItoBTOT 7os»KOlLt: = £i.ENA Boveton* 

afterwBvcis AmmM&h dr« of 

John JBoretan [ of Fiadoii 
00. Northampf oo, written a 
Boveton in some parte of 
the Reco rd,}-^ 

I I I 

Jonn, Boherty Biehard, and others* 

died?, Apr. brother, and 
10, Hen. viii, heir of Jokn. 
8. P. aged 21, eutt 

upwards. 

The Inquisition farther le^ea^ that John, the ion 

of Robert, died seized of several Messuages or Lauds 
in Cranford, with the Manor named Curson*t Mofwr^ 
and the Advowson of St. Andrew's Cborch.f 

One of the younger Brothers mentioned in the 

record^ was settled as a Yeoman at Diddlehuiyt cOb 
Salop. Prior lo the year 1521; as appears from an 
old famiiy book, containing, inter alia, a copy of 
The Aneteiit Custom Money for Tithe Hay, taken 
aunoc 1521," kindly restored to me by the Lord 
Bishop of Worcester. 

♦ Btutm in Bridges erroneouBly. 
t Thii. p. ttort 10 Htm. VIlI. ». 78. abstreeted hj f 
Foster, £8q. Eman. C6lL CMibtld|^e, ^4 CoUa^ wi^i. 
Bridges ubi^ suprsi. 
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» 

'She ab6ve Robert the father and EUeny had ii 
Jiichard a^nd Henrys which Richard was Ae 8m\ 
ing brother aad heir of John and Robert m \ 

■ 

This Richard died 7. Aug. 1541. (33. Hen. YIIL 

He married t/z^/iana daughter of William Kynnesman 
of Lodington, cd. Northampton. In 1S42 she pre«^ 
sented William Fosbroke to Ihe living of Cranford ; 
presumed to be another son of Robert and Ellen, 
and uncle of her husband Richard.* 

This Richard atid. Juliana bad. issue t/oAti and 
Wiliiam. &P.. 

This John, was sixteen years old. at the time of 
his fathers decease (6 Jan. 1541.) He married Jirst^ 
Dorothy daughter of Robert Drewellf of Little 
Geddingt co. Huntingdon.: She brought him four 
sons and four danghtefs.. Secondly^ Audrey, daughter 
of Robert Lenfon, of Woodford, eo.. Northampton, % 
she bore hin^ four sons and twelve daughters, and 
died in 1589.~In the Chancel of the Church of 
Cranford, upon a brass plate, is a Man^ dressech in 
the costume of an Esquire of those days, with a 
female figure on each side^ for bi$ two. wives,. with 
the following inscription; 



Inq. p. mort; d3» Hen. Vill. searched by 3ir. Foster, 
and Bridges. t. Harl. 3* S» and Bridges^ 
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Here Ijelh John F^brake, Esq. wba departed 
thli life the 18th fif Mireli, a%Mt tfie 

age of 80, who buried before him two wives; by the 
fiiat be had issue 4 sonnes aod 4 daughters ; and the 
last whos name was Audre^ died in anno. 1589, 
having issue by him 4 sonnes and 12 daughters, 
beii^ ia her life time bountiful to the poore^ and 
esteminge no time well spent wherin she did net 
tome good either to poore or rich. He saw issue 
of his Children by both his wives above 70 Grand- 
ttbildmii; to 18 of his Cftildreo he gtm poaftiam and 
relieved his Graindchildren. Yet He • •was 

ssealous of God's Gloiye, loved the Saints, relieved 
fte Poore, and defended (he llelples, and hath laid 
tip in store a sure foundation in Heaven.''*^ 

The eldest son of Robert and Dorothy was 
IFi2fiefM^ Loi4<tf the MMor i>f Crantodi bcf h 
the reign of Charles II. or thereabouts, Cranford 
b«4iig the eldeat b AMb of 4he ikmilf vettoveft 
to Shardlow Hall, co. Derby, where it i»till continuea 

.«iA idmpte iKM«e»rtoifis.§ 



« From a Copy made the Rev. B. Bat^hitkS6ll, 
Rector of Cranford, May, 1820^ firbtti Ihe BMS. 
-f Hart. M. S. S. ami Bridges. 

§ luformat. T. Fosbrook, Esq. who says " My Grand- 
father Francis Fosbrook died about 50 years ago, aged 

* 

upwards of Ninety. His Father came firom Nortbamp- 
tonshire with the liunily of which be waft t younger 
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Richard second son of John and Dorothy his wife^* 
of 4be eighteen^ <KbiUlr«li fmitonttd oflV im \mA 
an Aittlouret^ attd for some ttme mried on bis pfo^ 
ftssion in dill To#er of LonAmrbtit vtsilin; hit 
relatim Diddlebury^ there formed a matrimonial 
eoMexm witb a widcMT of feft«^ mmed Elizabeth 
Street^ whom lie married June 16. Id84» and set** 
lltng in that village^ was father by her of 

Jaliana, Michael, John, 

(named from her bapt. Feb. 27. bapt. Apr. 11, 
great Grandmother,) X587. S. P. 1001 1 

bapt. Apr. 7. 1585. 

Jobn^ surviving son and heir, deolined a Bamietcyi 

when James I. offered for sale the Ulster Patents, 

observing^9 ^bal he had rather be a wealthy yeoman, 

than a poor knig^ht. IThere was much truth in thisv 

remark, for Shakspeare says, in tlie speeeh of tb^ 

])uke of York to Queen Margaret : 

^ Thy father bears the type of King^ of Naples, 
Of both the Sicils and Jeriifialetn, 
Yet not io-^ffealthy as an English Yeoman^^ 

Hen. VI. P. iijy A . i. Sc, 6. ' 

branch, and settled at Shardlowe in the reign of Charles 
II. Letter dated 29. Dec. 1820.— -The name till the 17th- 
Century iIWi 8|>#lt Fodrtitke^ aai tio i^honld h«re eonti- 
Hoed, beeaose it Is the evtheyraphy <tf the Onuifot^ 

Brass, Glover's Ordinary of Anns, the esMy FeoiSh Re- 
gisters of Diddlebnry, &c. The Shardlow branch has 
generally used Tosbrooh. e. g. Edward Fo&broakj Esq^ 
is deseribed as Patron of the Uviog of Castle DonBinig>. 
tou, CO. Leic: in 'Nichols's Collections. BIhl. Topogr,, 
Brit. No. X. p. 644. * ♦ Harl. M. S. S. 

t i!ariBh Register of XMddlebory.— Family accoimt^. 
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Haliiishecl also says Our ancient Yeomen wete 
weilthj^ and siM tbeit sons to Ibe Univei8ity«.**.* He 

aiarried. » • • • •d^gbier of Baldwin of ilqirilate 

and Diddlebiiiy» a yery anicient family descended fnAi 
the Baldwins^ Kings of Jerusalem and Earls of 
Flandersy a royal doscent, alteattd bj GoUiii*s fiami< 
age, ¥• 43.t 

This John was living in 1635 and was father of 
Edward, Samuel, and Timothy. One of these 
was a Cleigyman, ( presumed Edward ) § and was 
imprisoned in Hereford Jail for {uraying for Charles 
He was father of William, born about 1650*' 

This William was matriculated at Hu Mary's Hall^ 
Oxford, Man 31* 1671, and took the degree of 
M. A. July 8- 1677.II He was Vicar of Diddlebury, 
and Hector of Acton Scott, co. Salop; in whick 
Church, behind, the Chancel, door, is. the foiiowing. 
memorial.. 



. * up* S7&. £il» 4to.— lu Herefordshire there still re^ 
main st^ng traces of the wealth and respeotafaili^ ofi 
the Olds ^glish Yeomanry^ real fine nAnly obaracters. 

t TheXJommanion Plate now in use at Diddlebury^ wa» 
given by the Baldwins and Fosbrokes^ 

§ The Parish Reg'isters are lost. His authoniiea are. 
family accounts, and an old lease, 

II ArcUr. Univ. Oxqu. 
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In Memory of the Reveread and turned 
WtUiam FdsbrOoke, M. A. Vicar of Diddlebury, and 
Rector q£ Acton Scott, who departed this fife^ tke 
lOtlu of July, 1726, aged 75, 

A enriotts circamstance accompanies this Epitaph, 
An entry of Butkl occn» in the Refiatetft of both 
the Parishes, of which he was incumbent, thdogh 
one musi be purely an entry of memorial. It wiib 
customary to perform the Burial Service in Aiore 
cborchea ihaft one, with regard to persons connoted 
with those churche«»^ or public characters : and this 
practice has givien occasion to nilmerouB udstdceM* 
concerning the actual places of interment. 

This William was a very exemplary Cl6igyman» 
according to the fashion of His day : he prayed mmt 
sincerely for the conversion of the Papists and Ma« 
hometans; wtii n violent tory in Pblitics; fived with 
half his mind in the other world ; read only divinity ; 
wore a large wig, and full hlkek ; ftsted every sacra- 
Aent day, hud daily prayers^ ai|d endured a scolding 
wife vMk patience. was a good classic ; and his 
memory is still respectfaHy remembered in bis neigh* 
bourhOod. He married two wives, oae of whom was 

a sistef of Admiral Ci^ldwell, 4^ name iirett Imvfn in 
the Navy, 
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An nnosaal circumstance attached to this pedigree 18$ 
that all the parties of the name are descended hoxA 
one stem only : and that men of fortune^ belonging^ 
to it, avowed this fact, contrary to the piaclice of 
tbc teat of mankind, who would fain persuade every 
body, that they have no poor relations, a monstrous 
absurdity.^ The author can particularize lineal de«- 
acendants of our most ancient existing Dukes, who 
are, or were. Mechanics and Day^abourers, and bear* 
ing the family names. In one regiment are, or were, 
two UomurableSf PriTUtes. One half of the 
House of Peers is descended from mothers who were 
City-fortunes, children of obscure persona ; and most 
fortunate it is for them, that they have this descent. 
It is now philosophically ascertained, that such is the 
bavock of the constitution, made by continued luxu- 
rious living, that Insanity, Fatuity, Impofency, or 
Sterility, would ensue in high life, were there not 
occasional renovations from mothers of more tempe* 
rate and inferior classes.! Godwin in his PopuIatioii(p, 
9S.) quotes Blackstoneon Consanguinity, as saying, 



* A Gentleman of furtune a very intelligent man of the 
name of Fosbrook, a perfect siraug-cr, called upon me 
aboat thirty yearB ago, apologiziug for the liberty, as he 
termed it, merely to know if I were a relation, for hB 
never found one of the name, but were so. After half 
an hour's conversation, we soon Mere relations/' Lett, of 
T. Fosbrook, Esq. of the Shardlow^Line. 
f See a note in the Gentleman" a Foem. 
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So many differwt blpoc^ is a man said to cootaili 
itt his teinSf as lie hss lineal wceslQis/' md* ac** 
cording to the rules of oair CelUa ajid later F4Mce» 
fiitheia» it is besides fnrthex noticed* thatSlalitte in 
essential to digaiijr* All the^e ptinf^ples are con^ 
snltedin the breed of Horses; and as Marriage ffxr 
Money is a m^re affair ol Qonvenience* it has nothii^fr 
to do with the laws of nature ; aud^ without cautious 
considerations, founded upon health and size, fte 
most illusliious line might termiuute io PigmieSf 
Fools, and Lunatics. These are not oaljr jocose, 

but serious medical truths^ and, in the world of 

■ 

aatore, Family, as Johnson says, is not mendy 

Hereditary Weslth;" but^ jadiciously considered, in* 
volves also, good person, good health, and inteUec* 
tual poweiB. It is manifest, that all these oAigbt 
to be comprised in a great man, to make him com* 
plete. 

. The incidents in the Life of a reading Man ar^ 
few. I was educated imder the Rev. Mr* Milward* 
of Billericay in Essex, and at Petersfield in Hamp- 
* shire, until I was nine years old. 1 was then tran»« 
ferred to St« PauVs Schoof, London, from whence 
I removed to Pembroke College, Oxford : the High 
Master of St. Paul's (Dr. Koberts] having offered me 
a Teasdale Scholarship in that amiable and friendly 
Society. It had been suggested, and in some degree 
acted upon, that I shonld become a Special Pleader, 
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%otit ^ my father's dying wish, that I should be 
placed in the Church, beoaose U was a 'famUy cus* 
tm^ aHboogh a profession, which exUnguidieg alt 
power of rising « the world by pereoDal means.- 
I ««ok'tbe degrees of B. and M. A. and Holy Ordew, 
J the course naual; and, in 1796, published the ' 

Eoonomy of Monastic Life" a poem in Spense. 
r(»aM«B8«re and style, written «pon Darwin!s doc- 
trine, of using only precise ideas of picturesque 
e»©t, -chiefly foirtKied upon the sense of Vision. 
The Reviews were fevourable; and, in 1799, I was 
elected :F. A.S. I then devdted myself to Archeology 
(including the Saxon language) and studied eight, m 
more hotas, every day. According lo a rule, which 
1 have uniformly observed, of following only the best 
, pattenis in eveiy science, I determined to publisir ' 
only records, mauuscripis, or other mattera, new to 
the pnbKc. Upon this plan, I compiied niy British 
. Monacbism from the rich stores of the British Mu- 
seum and the Bodleian Library. Messrs. IVicbois 
purchased the Copy-right, and the work appeared 
ia M02, in two volumes octavo. All the Reviews " 
*ere flattering, without^ single exceplion. I was 
at the same time, warmly solicited to undertake an 
Original History of the County of Caoocesler. The 
first thing known of the kind, was a Manlwsript 
Copy of the Inquisitions post Mortem, complete, 
down to the reign of Richard HI. copied for the us« 
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of Haary Lord Stafford ; and <he providetittal ^ia^ 
cideiice of tiius being indebted for Ibe maiasappari of 
■ly bode to tfmt family , waa anezquidte grat%icatioii» 
My labour being tbea importabUy eaaed^ I vm» 
enabled sooner to perfect my collections from the 
public offices and libiaries; the subscription was 
waiaily encouraged by the Nobility and Genlry, and 
an. opposition was !iainiy attempted* Tbe pQbli^<« 
tion of this work intioduced me to a young man of 
good £inuly and considerable estate^ wbo offered me 
a living in bis gift» worth £.500 a year. Tbrougfa 
heedlessness of eispenee, he became involved, and I 
voluutarily permitted him to dispose of tbe livia|^t 
tfasi he might not eurtail his estates. He propo^d 
to present xne with a £ 1000 instead ; but bad com- 
pany and* misfoftnnes both prevented that, • and the ^ 
eoniinuance of tbe connexion. About the same time^ 
I declined an annuity of £• 200 a year from a female 
friend of faabion» because I was fearful thai it migbi 
involve me, as an author, in publications not com* ^ 
patiUe with my clerical profession. Qf both these 
acts of selMenial, the relinquishment of ibe living 
. and annuiiy, which i might have bonoucabJy secured 
by mjanagement, to tbe eventual service of the 
partiesj as well as myself, 1 have badainple time to 
repeut. Upon the conclusion of the County History, 
I was engaged by an eminent Bookseller upon terms 
of six g^uiiieas per sheets and an Encyclopaedia of 
Antiquities at two hundred and fifty ponndst with 
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promised of other profitable engagemenlt. In ISM 
he failed ; and I determined to relinquish my situation 
in a yerj refined and opulent neighbourhood^ for the 

ezecntion^ in rnral retirement of humble plans, ren-* 

dered necessary for the interests of an increasing 
family; and I accordingly remoTed to Walfofd m 
Herefordshire. Soon afterwards I had the honour of 
iUnstiating the unpublished Statues in Mn Hope'a 
Collection; and was ofiered a Chaplaincy in the 
Forces, but was obliged to decline i;^ because I 
must have gone abroad, and left my children unedu** 
cated. In 1814 I published and stereotyped an 
Abridgement of Whitby^s Commentary on the New 
Testament, for which I received the nnsolielled 
praise of Dt. JNapleton, Chancellor of Hereford aujl 
other Dignitaries. In 1815 the British Monachism 
hsuf ing risen to double the sale price, a splendid edition 
ifus published in quarto, and the work was respectp* 
IbHy quoled by Sir Walter Scott» in his novel .of-4i|0 
Mouasteiy, and favourably noticed in the Quarterly 
Beview. ' In 1819 1 fimshed the History of the City 
ui Gloucester, another handsome quarto, and have 
mw in the press, ^< Extracts of Smith's lives of 
the Berkeleys," which will complete my fifth quarto^ 
«nd alteat nay obhgatMHis to a kind public^ and 
aome excellent friends of distinction* 

e3 
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The Places will be expressed al'p&abeiicaffy, for 
easier refereace; and are tbose» not situate wilbin 
the Jine of tlie Wye ToQr^ from to Chepstow^ 

Aeornbury* A large Roman Camps according to 
€v#iigb. It is only parted by a valley frotti Dyndor 
MUlt (or Oyster Hill, from OstcNdus.) These cnqafs 
were imdonbtedty oottdeoldd with .the campaigns of 
Caractacosy apparently after a retreat of the lBtleii» 
aod occupied for security ag^ainst surprize. Acom- 
bury was formerly a lorest, and King Mm faTO' Jl 
to Margery, wife of Walter de Lacy, for the fonndst- 
laon of a Ncinnery of the Aagfistiinan Order#^ 

Aston-Ingjham. Rev. Charles W{]\^ey^ B^ectQry, 
C^pt. Nugent. 

Brampton Abbots. Rer. Robert Strong, ReeW^ 
Spencer ComptoH^ Esq* Neiherttm Lodge, 

« Tanner* 
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Bridstow^ Rev. Love Robertson, VicarageHome^ . 
a handsome tastefal fkbrie, Moraston^ Whaley 
Armitage, Esq. the Steward's House, of Ihe estates 
l>f Guy's Hospital. Moorwood Coiiage^ E. Bevan,. 
. M. D. Wilton Castle. Guy Hill, Esq. Wiitatu 
Capt. Loo. C. Biss, Esq. Mis. Piatt.. C. Prossv, 
Esq. 

BrockhamptM^ This place bad a deep concern- 
in the cainpaigus of Caractacus. Upon Capiar Hill,, 
tfrom Ofttorins Scapula) is a camp called Woldbuiy, 
doubly trenched^ nearly half a mile, long^ and narrow. 
.Between Bioekhampton and Fownhope lies anotbexi* 
camp, square and namdess^f- 

There are also other camps near^ as the Geerr 
Cops, the Warrelocks, &c« Capiar Hill is doubly 
trenched, a tiring unusual vrith the Romans, unless 
tbey were pressed, and' it was also a eonraion strata- 
gem with those wariiors, in order to ipake the 
anemy fight in a bad position, to<pitch a camp about 
a mile off, with a>rivcr;between, and so under preteaoe* 
of letreat, to allnre them across it.§ Caractaens 
was seemingly making' £(ir the fords by.way/o£^Cra-> 

t Gongh. 

§ Ctefl. BelL GaUi L, ?i. t..7«. 
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dock^ aiicl engaged by Osturhni, #lio wsur immbed^ 
aud obliged to eatrench himself strongly upotk Caplar. , 

Caple. (HowJ Two fine views from the Church 
and Turnpike load. Principal landed propfrietbr 
Mrs* Stackhonse of Bath. Rectorif* Rev. H. A. 
'fitiUingileet. 

Cop/tf. (Kings) Efihnniid Jones, Esq. of >Po«]son. 
Of the Temp be£w^H Mi, Jone^ oi PquIsou ibinks, 
that it may have been naed as a Beacon to givenolice 
nC angr .Wekb lEYaaion. '!(be parish i« noted by 

Phillips for its Cyder. Some Churches^ are said to 
have been built long and narrow in .imitation of 
Noah's Ark; and this is very like one of them, 
f d^ish Cheats very «nci»t4 beie is om 

very curious, hewn out of solid wgod, 

Min CocfeOf Esq^ Mrs. Roberts. 

« 

Eutm Tregoes. William CKfford^ £s^ of P^- 
rysiMe. Rev. J^n Jonea of Foy. 

a 

V 

Fawlejf. VVilUani EUijdtj Esq. 

Fownhope. J, & iMbmerey Esq. of the Nash^ 



tl p. 67. 

t Ducangev^S'afTalicrit-^jSerip. p.. BtA 4ffh^ 
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Rev. J. W. Phillips of the Vicarage. Nalhaoiel 
Farebai, Esq, of Ae Bfismry. Sae BrotkhamptM' 

m 

Glewstone. Charles Ballinjer^ £&g. 

4 

Harewood. Sir IIuDgerfor<I Hoskyns, Bart, of 
Harewood House^^aualf j rieb and woody^ 

Hentland. Richard Jones^ Esq. of Kynaston. 

Hope^MmsetL John Herbert, fisq* A very 
picturesque village* 

Ingeston* In Nicholson^s Cambrian Guide is the 
Allowiiig passage: Inclosed by a reHcb of the river 
Below Pawley, is Ingcs/ outhouse, an old and spacious 
brick maosion, hug iUe residence of the Hoskyns. 
family. Ou the banks of tho Wye, nearly opj^site 
to Ingestou^ at a ptace caUed HoIo^itt-the-^aU^'aje 
the remains of an ancient building, the site is now 
pardy occu^pied by rn^ny cottages. About oto^ mile 
down oil the Wye, is another of the ancient Camps^ 
which form a chain upon the eminences* in thin part 
of the country. It occupies the summit of Eaton 
Hill. The entreiichments^are very perfect and:deej). 
/V farm house at Eaton displays vastiges of an anci« 
ent mansion. The ground^ about it is odled tbe- 
Park of Eaton. Col. 1364.'* 

■ 

KentchurcK John Lucy Scudamore, £«q^ . 
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XifHon. Rev. Arthur Matthews, Vicar. Rer. 

Uiitall, Vieturage Aniso-F^urt «f tlm Chmdi 
iieeiiis to be pure Anglo - Saxon^ and is curionB* 
Burm. P. |Iattliew8» Esq. XiiilM PotnlL 
niomas Sargeant, Geat. 

IJhaMtuiho. Gapt. Woodward of Sroontyefeie.. 

Rev. Johu Ho&khiB of New Grtwe. 

» 

Llmntoame. Abraham Whiitaker^ Esq. oiLyison^ 
Rer» Ralph Loekeyy Rectory. 

IMmgarrm. Rev. John Jonee^. of Lmgtkm. 

Whfdiford. James Herefqid, Esq, of Stiftan 
GourU J. Lane, Esq. of Hampton Biskop. Rear. 
Charles John Bird^ of the Rectorji. 

Much Birch* Kedgwin Hoskins, Esq. of Strick^^ 
stemmg. Rev. John Hall^ Wallate CMcigc 

Much Dcwchurch* J. Phttiipps^ Esq. of 
Brtjngvm. Tbo. H..SynMm8, Esq, ofdOie jtf^aul. 

Much March. James Kyrle Money, Esq. Homm. 
house. Edward Wallwyn, Esq. Helens^ Rev. 
Kyrle Endey Money, Vicarage. A fine monnmeiii 
of Sir John Eyrie and' Lady, 1028. Another very/ 
ancient^ bat quite perfect, of Lord Mortimer, 

Peneojfd. Walter Pataueri Esq. P« Caltteri^ 
Esq. OAi 
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Puikf. Mrs. Jane Stock. 

Sellack md Foy. Cradock is a fine old mansion 
Iraill bjr Me of the SonduooM ekoat ^e iieiiiif 
lillizabetb— -The east wiadow of the Church is finely 
decorated with stained glass, the gift of the Pen-* 
gethly family, bearing the date of 1630 — A fine old 
British Highway rant down to the Church towards 
the ford. Pengelhli/ is the handsome seat of the 
Rev. T« P« Symonds. Rev. T. Jamesj of Sellack. - 

■ 

Upton Bishop. Josiah Newman, Esq. Pearhilh 
R^F. Geo* H. L. Ccettoa of the VUaragCf 

IVesio»F'Under''Peiiy0rd. The Roman Camp is 
presumed to have been the spot, where is now the 
Round Tree field* The Castle of Penyard belonged 
to the Talbots 10. Ric. ii. anno, 1386,^ and the 
remains, a few walls, have been recently pulled down 
by the present proprietor, John Partridge, Esq. for 
materials of a seat^ which be is proposing to build 
at Weston. He also possesses a fine estate here, 
including the magnidcent wood. BaUahree is the 
handsome mansion of William Palmer, Esq. The 
family of Swain, has been long known here, (for 
more tlian a century,} and possesses handsome estate 
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In Ike vicinity* * The JRettorjf ii an eilceUeiit houe* 
Rer. R, Wallond, Treasurer of Hereford Cathedral^ 
Ice. ReeiMr^ Tbeniat Winnall^ Willieiii Rndge, 
EBquires^ and Charles Barmeater^ Barrister at Lair, 
leside fteie* 



The Town of Ross being a Central Commtmieatioa 
between Gloucester, Monmouth, Hereford, and Led. 
bury, is very useful, as a source of general supply, 
for the adjacent Neighbourhood, and as sudi, 
there are Shops and Inns, not inferior to those of 
Cities. The Miovring Catakgue wiU both sbav 
the state of Business, and sei?e for 
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